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INTRODUCTION 



THE AMERICAN EDITION. 



The History of Redemption is yet unfinished. Moaes commenced 
it more than thirty-three centuries ago, and the Inspired Record 
covers a temporal period of more than four thousand years. That 
Record, supplied through a scries of disconnected- and independent 
mediums, k fragmentary ; and yet the diligent reader fails not to 
find in it a continuity of development from the starting-point in 
the eternal love and purpose of Glod to near the close of the first 
century after the Advent of the Messiah, when Christianity was 
triumphing gloriously in Western Asia, Norlhem Africa, and 
Southern Europe. The Sacred Writings, however, are not merely 
historical. They are rich in prediction and promise, assuring all 
who rely on the Veracity of the Eevealcr of still more marvellous 
developments along the coming ages. Not only do they chi-onicle 
the Tast of the Kingdom of God, lite the stern-light of a ship 
flinging radiance far back upon, her wake, hut they project their 
illuminations deep into the Future, irradiati'ng the perspective 
of the homeward-bound, opening to Faith extended vistas, and 
revealing on distant shores a glory lo come. 

Since (he death of the Apostles, the historic record has been 
furnished by uninspired men. This, too, is necessarily fragmentary. 
We have valuable histories of the Doctrinal and the Eccleaastical; 
but of the progress of Spiritual Christianity we have no connected, 
comprehensive narrative. Every century, however, has witnessed 
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Bueli progress, and has supplied materials for (he History yet to be 
■written — a History that shaJl show Prophecy In Accomplishment 
and Fromise in Eealization. The Holy Spirit has hoen constantly 
doing his peculiar work, creating now men in Christ Jesus, and 
adding them to the one indivisible Church of which her Kedeemer 
is the Head. Wherever the gospel has been preached hy regener- 
ated men, there the Divine Influence has made it effective, ^nd 
thousands have rejoiced in a soul-jubilee, a " Year of Grace." 
Kcvivals, in the modem acceptation of the term, are not modem 
novelties. In all their essential elements they have been known 
in the churches for more than eighteen hundred years, and have 
constituted a normal feature in the Development of Church Life 
and the Triumph of Christian Trulh. Differing in some of Iheir 
outward manifestations, not only according to the temperament 
of the population and various local influences, but also according 

to the Sovereignty of the Spirit who " worketh dividing to 

every man severally as He will," they have ever been more the 
rule than the exception in the modes by which " the Woi-d of God 
grew and multiplied." Whatever has been accomplished by the 
dews and the gentie rains, an immense amount has been effectuated 
by showers, descending at intervals, gladdening by copious effusions 
now one and then another thirsty field. 

The North American Stites have been favored with miny of these 
"times of refreshing," but thej are bj no meini an Amen an 
" mslitiition " Contmentil Euiope was bles'wd with revmln long 
befoie Columbus thought of the Westein World, and Asia fi.lt 
their power befoio any other country wis MSitcd bj the biingoc 
of good tidings In&ul-ir Eurof l, too, has a historj in this depart- 
ment equalhng if not surpaasmg in inteieit the rccoids of God'a 
gracious dealings with other land^ The Bi itish Mea had often, pre- 
vious to the current century, witnessed displays of Divme Grace, 
■whose phenomena were startling to a torpid age, and whose results- 
brought good to perishing thousands, and glory to the name of Christ 

The Revival in the North of Ireland, ■wliich has now been more 
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linn I ^ II ill impress his atti ctel hr h tli ittLiiti n nf tli 
Llinstiin woil 1 An 1 well it mi^ht ior (lod Ins distinguialie I it 
by e's.traoriimary maaitestalaons of His own sovereign mysterious 
agency There weie at nniiy pointa the usual antecedents of 
faithful teaching and earnest piaier Lnt the blc&smg came in 
unexpected forms, li^^hted down in umuviting pH es and proluced 
unanticipate I effects and few cithei of the ministry oi the laity, 
were prepiicd to deil intoll ^cntlv with the cases ivhii-h were 
suddenly muldplied In almost every place the woik commenced 
amouj, the kss instru ted and more degraiJed classes and waa 
chiiacteiized lo its incipient stage, hy phjsicdl accompanimenta 
that amazed the inoipeiieni,ed alaimel tlie timid and jmprcascd 
with an indefinahlo awe nearlj the whole community But the 
ehangei wrought in chaiacter speech and conduct soon becime 
too demonstrative to admit a doubt ts to the Highn 4gi.nc) that 
had produce 1 them , and when God had made Hunself known is 
the Autho! of the moial transformation' aud had thoioughlj awdk 
ened attention to His clauns, He gradually withdrew the phjaical 
operationa, and li.e work assumed a mon purely sj"ii tual type 
His design evidently comprehended more thin the lehgious im- 
provemtut of a province or the salvation of thousands of its j eopli. 
He would make a demonstration of His supremacj an 1 power thit 
should affect Christendom, and bring glory, on i bioad fi Id to the 
riches of His grace. Many hundreds, not only from the unblts'Jtd 
districts of Ireland, but also from England and fecotlind and even 
from the Continent, hastened to the scene of the Spirits wondei 
working; and, while many remained longer tlan they intended 
cooperating with the overtasked laborers, few returned without the 
conviction that Ulster was pervaded by the power of the Highest. 
In all lands where the Holy Ghost is honored there were immeli 
ately a throbbing of sympathy with the work, and in eigei solicitude 
to obtain the fullest information of its character ind fruits The 
demand was met as best it could be during the nilicr month^J I it 
the accounts were necessarily partial, and fun shed to inquirt -s 
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at a distance very imperfect views of the origin, progress, and extent 
of the work. 

A suggeation from this Mde of the Atlantic, that a comprehen^ve 
statement should be prepared, including a careful digest of facts 
from the entire field, resulted in the preparation of the volume 
which, at the request of the American publishers, I am happy to 
introduce to American readers. It is the product of great industry, 
extensive research, and prudent discrimination. The Author, Pro- 
fessor of Christian Ethics in Queen's College, Belfast, and Moderator 
of the Irish General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, has the 
confidence of all classes of Christians in Britain, and hia facilities 
for the collection of facts were all that could be desired. Of these 
facilities he has thoroughly availed hkoaelf, and from tie voluminous 
materials, gathered from the best sources, he has produced a narra- 
tive that w 11 bo read and apprec ted 

Comme !at on of a book wr tten by such i man upon su h a 
subject, wo !d be grat tou f not mperl nent But I can ot 
withhold my test mony to the em ue t judie o sness with wh h 
Professor C b on has d s ha ged his tn t Du g mj br ef vis t 
to Ulste the sumn e of 1859 I saw enough and learned from 

reliable sour es eno gh n or to convmcc m that the Histor in 
of the Great Ir sh Re al was w sely sele ted and that he has 
executed the erv ee w th signil ab 1 ty in 1 fi lei tj The jnforma 
tiou here eml od d may be accepted a a thent c Where the 
Aulhoi has 1, n op on t will be seen that thej are ot c le 
or one- I d but i o the results of e tens ve obeetvat on earef 1 
compar son and a cons entious rega d to the honor of sp ntual 
religion Bel e ng oa the i as s of o testable e dence that 
the Rev vil i nq e t onal 1 the w rk of the Infin te ''p r t he has 
supplied the lacf s that other may bpheve an 1 g c glorj to II m 
who has favored Ireland with suck a " Year of Guace." 

B. S. 

BoSTOH, 6 Jdhe, 1860- 
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In the month of November last I was solicited, on 
the part of an eminent publishing firm in Boston, to 
draw np a narrative of the Ulster Revival for the 
American Christian public. The application was sus- 
tained by such representations, that I did not feel 
justified in declining it. Although conversant, from 
personal observation, with that great spiritual move- 
ment which, about twelve months ago, began to attract 
toward the North of Ireland the earnest sympathies 
of Christendom, I resolved to furnish myself with 
every available information from other quarters in 
the execution of the responsible and arduous trust. 
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My official connection witli one leading section of 
tlie Protestant community gayc me peculiar facilities 
of access to its ministers and people; and I soon 
found, as the result of the extensive correspondence 
I maintained upon the subject, that materials were 
at my disposal sufficient to warrant the conviction 
that a record might be produced, which, under the 
Divine blessing, might prove of abiding interest and 
value on both sides of the Atlantic. Hence this 
contemporaneous issue in the Old World and the New. 
Although the. preparation of such a narrative may 
Bcem to some, as it did in the first instance to my- 
self, to have been somewhat premature, I cannot but 
express my satisfaction that I was led to undertake 
the task. The sources on which I have drawn are 
of tlae most authentic kind ; and had not the es- 
teemed friends who have supplied so many contribu- 
tions been urged to it by personal solicitation, and 
Avhon the details, in all their vividness, were full in 
view, a vast amount of the most valuable information 
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miglit otherwise have been altogether lost. It will 
be observed that, to a large estent, I have allowed 
my correspondents to narrate the movement as they 
witnessed it. This I have deemed as due alike to 
them and to the interest of the narrative itself, which 
thus gains in freshness what it may occasionally lose 
in continuity. With the esception of an occasional 
incident or illustration, gathered elsewhere, the sum 
total of which would not occupy two sheets of Icttei"- 
press, the matter of the entire volume is original. 

For the reason already indicated, by much the 
larger portion is occupied with the rise and progress 
of the revival in the Presbyterian Church. Under 
any circumstances, however, this had been unavoid- 
able. The impartial historian, of whatever name, 
will acknowledge that, while all the evangelical com- 
munities of Ulster were watered by the gracious 
grace that fell upon "the pastures of the wilder- 
ness," the Scoto-Irish soil received in amplest mcas- 
\ive the shower of blessing. At the same time, I 
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trust, the work has been viewed from no sectarian 
stand-point, but from the broad platform of a catholic 
Christianity. 

To the statistical department, given in the Appen- 
dix, I may take leave to refer as one of the most 
distinctive features of the present pubhcation. The 
results of the movement in that respect, as in every 
other, cannot but enhance our admiration of the 
marvellous grace displayed in this great work of God. 
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THE YEAR OP GRACE. 



CHAPTER I. 



It is now two hundred and fifty yeaj^ since a new era, 
civil and religions, dawned on Ulster. The intestine tu- 
mults by which our northern province had unhappily been 
distinguished bad sunk to rest, and the estates of the i-ebel 
chieft, which had been forfeited to the British Crown, had 
begna to be occupied by that enterprising and hardy race 
in whose hands they ■wore destined ere long to become 
one of the fairest portions of the kingdom. Although the 
early colonists were, for the most part, actuated by a spirit 
of wild adventui-c, and had nothing less at heait than tho 
interests of vital godliness, they speedily assumed the as- 
pect of an industrious and orderly community ; while the 
com-se of providential events, which had brought them 
to their new abode, was soon after followed by otbei-a of 
more than oi-dinary significance in their bearing on the 
spiiitnal desthiics of their adopted country. 

Tlie British monarch who was the leading instrument 
in the Ulster plantation, by which the foundations of the 
social edifice were so securely laid in this part of his do- 
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20 THE SCENIS OP Till! REVIVAL. 

minions, was, at the same time, the abettor of a policy 
which was attended by the most disastrous results, alike 
to liberty and religion, in other portions of the kingdom. 
At the very period when the lands of the revolted eai-ls 
were passing into the occupancy of their future cultiva- 
tors, the band of persecation was lifted up, under rayal 
sanction, on our Scottish forefathers ; while, of the Puri- 
tans in England, a faithful band bad left their native 
shores, soon after, to plant in the virgin soil of a new con- 
tinent those sacred principles which, wherever they are 
gei-minant, are the truest seeds of empire. Ii-eland, then 
little known or regarded at the seat of power, and not yet 
recovered from the effects of its late contentions, might, 
with impunity, afford a shelter to the expatriated for con- 
science' sake, and tbitber a few of them repaired, and 
enjoyed, for a season, a safe asylum "under the shadow 
of the Almighty." 

Of the firet seven ministei-s who settled in the countiy, 
five were from Scotland, and two from England, The 
earliest aiTival was in 1613; and scarcely bad they set 
foot in Ulster, when they began to labor with apostolic 
earnestness ; and, though beset with many difficulties, they 
were favored with an extraordinary, if not unprecedented, 
measure of success. Of one of them (Blair) it is recorded 
by a contemporary, " He was a man of notable constitu- 
tion, both of body and mind ; of a majestic, awful, yet 
affable and amiable countenance and carnage, thoroughly 
learned, of strong parts, deep invention, solid judgment, 
and a most public spirit for God. His gift of preaching 
was such, that seldom could any observe withdrawing of 
assistance in public, which in others is fi'equent. Ho sel- 
dom ever wanted assurance of his salvation. He spent 
many days and nights in prayer, alone and with others, 
and was vouchsafed great intimacy with God." The 
othei-s were of like precious faitb, and imbued with a 
kindred ardor for the evangelization of the land to which 
their steps had been directed in its time of need. Nor 
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was it long until a signal blessing rested visibly upon 
their labors. Not only did a marked improvement man- 
ifest itself in the entire habits and demeanor of the peo- 
ple, bttt a spirit of intense reli^oua earnestness began to 
be evinced, ■which issued in one of the most remarkable 
awakenings recorded in the annals of the Christian Church. 
It was on this wise that it originated. Mr. James Glen- 
dinning, one of the least gifted of the newly-anived min- 
isters, and who had been advised by Blair to remove from 
Carrickfergus, where he had been settled, to some less 
conspicuous aphere, had acted upon the fi'aternal counsel, 
and was appointed to the charge of a rural congregatiou. 
at Oldstone, near the town of Antrim, " He was a man," 
says the narrator of the period, " who never would have 
been chosen by a wise assembly of ministers, nor sent to 
begin a refoi-mation in this land. Yet this was the Lord's 
choice to begin with him the admirable work of God, 
which I mention on purpose that all may see how the 
glory is only the Lord's in making a holy nation in this 
profane land, and that it was not by might, nor by powej-, 
nor by man's wisdom, but by my Spiiit, saith the Lord. 
At Oldstono, God made nso of him to awaken the con- 
Bciences of a lewd and secure people thereabouts ; for, 
seeing the great lewdness and ungodly sinfulness of the 
people, he preached nothing to them but law, wrath, and 
the terrore of God for sin ; and in very deed for this only 
was he fitted, for hardly could he preach any other thing. 
But behold the success! for the hearers, finding liem- 
selves condemned by the mouth of God speaking in Hia 
word, fell into sneh anxiety and terror of conscience, 
that they looked on themselves as altogether lost and 
damned ; and this work appeared not in a single peraon 
or two, but mullitades were brought to understand their 
way and cry ont, 'Men and brethren, what shall we do 
to be saved?' I have seen them myself stricken into a 
swoon with the word; yea, a dozen in one day earned 
out of doors as deatl, so mai-vellous was the power of God, 
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smiting tlieir hearts for sin, condemning and killing. And 
of these were none of the weaker sex or spirit, but indeed 
some of the boldest spirits, who formerly feared not with 
their swords to put a whole market town into a fray; yet, 
in defence of their stubbornness, oared not to lie in prisoa 
and the stocks, and being inconigible, were as ready to do 
the like the nest day. I have heard one of them, then a 
mighty strong man, now a mighty Christian, say, that his 
end ill coming into church was to consult with his com- 
panions how to work some mischief; and at one of those 
sei-mons was he so catched, that he was fully subdued. 
But why do I speak of him ? "We knew, and yet know, 
multitudes of such men, who sinned, and still gloried in 
it, because they feared no man, yet are now patterns of 
sobriety, fearing sin becaase they fear God. And this 
spread through the country to admiration, especially about 
that river commonly called the Six-mile Water, for there 
this work began at firet." 

Aroused by the movement that was going on around 
them, and which had already extended to their own pai-- 
ishos, the neighboring ministers came to the help of their 
weak brother, and concerted measures for the superin- 
tendence and extension of the work which had been so 
auspidously begun. About the year 1626, accordingly, a 
monthly concert for prayer was instituted in Antrim, to 
which the brethren, both lay and clerical, repaired for 
mutual conference, consulting, in the woi-ds of Living- 
stone (the John Livingstone of the Kirk of Shotts), 
"about such things as coneenied the carrying on of the 
work of God ; and those meetings among ouraelves," he 
adds, " are sometimes as profitable as either Presbyteries 
or Synods. Such as laid religion to heart used to come 
in to tliose meetings, especially out of the Six-mile Water 
Valley, which was nearest hand, and where was the great- 
est number of religious people ; and frequently the Sab- 
hath after the Friday's meeting, the communion was 
cclehvated In one or other of our parishes. Among all 
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the miniators, there was never any jar or jealousy: yea, 
nor amongst the professors, the greatest number of them 
being Scots, and some good number of very gracious 
English, aJl whose contention was to prefer others to 
themselves. Many of those religious professors had been 
both ignorant and profane, and for debt and want, and 
woi-so causes, had left Scotland. Yet the Lord was pleased 
by His word to work such a change, that I do not think 
there were more lively and experienced Christians any- 
where than were at this time in Ii'eiand. I have known 
them come several miles from, their own houses to com- 
munions, to the Satnrday'a sei-mon, and spending the 
whole Satui-day's night in several companies, sometimes 
a minister being with them, and sometimes themselves 
alone in conference and prayer. They have then waited 
on the public ordinances the whole Sabbath, and spent 
the Sabbath night in the same way, and yet at tho Mon- 
day's sermon were not troubled with sleepiness; and so 
they have not slept till they went home." To the same 
purpose is the statement of Blair, who also testifies to tho 
wide-spread character of the awakening. "The blessed 
work of conversion, which was of several years' continu- 
ance, spread beyond the bounds of Down and Antrim, to 
the skiits of neighboring counties ; and the rosoi-t of peo- 
ple to the monthly meeting and communion occasions, 
and the appetite of the people, were become so great, that 
we were sometimes constrained, in sympathy with them, 
to venture beyond any prepai-ation we had made for the 
occasion. And, indeed, preaching and praying were so 
pleasant in those days, and hearers so es^er and gi-eedy, 
that no day was long enough, nor any room lai^e enough, 
to answer their strong desires and large expectations." 

The wondei-ful snccesa by which the labors of the Ulster 
ministers were attended, is also thus attested by another 
witness. "I shall here instance," says Fleming, in his 
''Fulfilling of Scripture," "that great and solemn work of 
God, which was in the Chm'ch of Ireland some yeai-s before 
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the fall of Prelacy, about the year 1628, and some years 
thereafter; which, as many grave and solid Christians yet 
alive can witness who were then present, was a bright and 
hot snn-blink of the gospel ; yea, may with sobriety be 
said to have been one of the largest manifestations of the 
Spirit, and of the most solemn times of the downpouring 
thereof, that almost since the days of the apostles hath 
been seen. Then it was sweet and easy for Christians to 
come thii-ty or forty miles to the solemn communions 
which they had, and there continue from the time they 
came until they returned, without wearying or malting 
use of sleep ; yea, but little either meat or drink ; and, 
as some of them professed, did not feel the need thereof, 
but went away most fresh and vigorous, their souls so 
filled with tlie sense of God." 

Such was the character of the revival which, at that 
crisis of its history, so extensively wrought in Ulster, 
taming the lawlessness of the early settlers, and transform- 
ing them into a race of sober and God-fearing men. The 
gracious rain descended on the pastures of the wilderness, 
and the thirsty land became springs of water. 

The fmits of that sowing have ever since been gathered 
in the soil into which the precious seed was cast in teai-s, 
Ungenial in climate as compared with the other provinces 
in Ireland, Ulster has maintained its preeminence in all 
the elements of industrial and moral superiority; and 
though in the retrospect of its religions condition, there 
is much deadness and formality, and even false doctrine, 
over which to mourn, it is impossible to avoid associating 
with the prayerful labors of the fathers, the blessings that 
have since descended on the children. It is peculiarly 
interesting to mark, that in the neighborhood of the very 
scones once hallowed by the pious communings of the 
saints, a work has had its rise in the past year, not inferior 
in interest and importance to any, even the most striking 
manifestations of the Spirit of God, that have been wit- 
nessed since the pentccostai period itself 
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But fifty yeara ago tlie cause of evangelical religion, 
stood very low in Ulster. A general indifFerence and 
deadness reigned throughoat the Protestant churches; 
and though the goodly vine ivhich had been planted in 
the seventeenth century, had struck its roots into the place 
prepared for it of God, and spread its hrancliea over the 
land, it suffered under a withering blight, and i 
lamentable extent shorn of its foli^e and frui 
Yet was it not forgotten by the heavenly Husbandman; 
and now, after having stood the shock of many a tempest, 
it has been gracioasly revisited by the genial influences 
of the Sun of righteousness, and multitudes are rejoicing 
in its pleasant fruits. 

It is well known that the natives of the north of Ireland 
bear upon them in their intellectual features the stamp of 
their Scottish ancestry. Unlike the Milesian Irish of the 
south and west, they are a shrewd, calculating, and emi- 
nently practical people. The only period in their history 
■when some were carried away by violent excitement was 
at the rising of 1798 ; but even then the impulses to which 
they yielded were those of genuine, though mistaken 
patriotism. Superior in education to the generality of 
their fell ow-counti-y men, and abjuring the superstitions by 
which the majority are enslaved, they have ever had a 
keen appreciation of the strong points of the argument 
for Protestantism ; and as often as a controversial disputa- 
tion has arisen between the champions of the respective 
systems, they have looked on with eager interest, and 
have not failed to honor and reward the victors. The 
delusions, under the guise of religion, by which the pop- 
ular mind in England has sometimes been taken captive, 
had no charm for them — their strong sense and logical 
discrimination being proof against the impostures of pre- 
tenders, and the fervors of enthusiasts. The last half- 
century, especially, lias made them more than usually 
familiar with theological discussion, QuestionM have from 
time to time been agitated which have been invested with 
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an intense polemic interest. Of these, by far the most 
exciting was that which constituted the occasion of stormy 
controversy, between thirty and forty years ago, in one of 
the great sections of Ulster Presbyterianism, issuing in 
its deliverance from the incubus of Unitarianism, and its 
consolidation on the broad basis of orthodox Christianity. 
Othere, of lesser interest, still remained to exercise the 
practised dialectics of the people. The respective claims 
of the Calvinistic and Arminian systems, and the old 
unsettled account between Presbytery and Prelacy, ever 
and again presented themselves as topics of debate, not 
seldom of alienation and personal antagonism, between 
the leading disputants. 

It will thus be perceived that the religious feeling of the 
north partook rather of that excitement which la gLnerated 
in the heats of controversy, than of that vital wiimth and 
glow which ai-e the product of spiritual life. The leality 
being sadly wanting, it was not to be wondered at thtt 
indifference and formality extensively prevailed Tine, 
indeed, there were none of those criminal outbreitb ot 
lawless violence, so often witnessed in othei pirt« of 
Ireland ; but many forma of evil had existence m the com 
mnnity, not unfrequentiy in connection with a leligious 
profession, and nnder the very shadow of the sinctuaiy 
Foremost among all these, and parent of most of them, was 
intemperance. At fairs and mai'kets, sometimes even at 
funerals, the "whiskey demon" held his horrid carnival; 
while party brawls and battles, mingled with fearful yells 
and imprecations, often closed the scene. 

Of the prevalent deadnoss in many, even the most 
favored parts of the country, where no flagrant immorality 
existed, the following statement, with respect to his own 
congregation previous to the revival, by the Eev. G. H. 
Shanks, may be taken as a faithful representation : 

" This congregation, before the revival, was in a most 
nnsatisiactory state as to religion. The people were not 
immoral, nor without a religious profession ; but Laodice- 
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aiiistn characterized them. From my first entrance on the 
work of the ministry, I believed that tho faithful use of 
the means of grace should be followed by their appropriate 
effects, as certainly as the tillage of a field is followed by a 
crop, or as diligence in any profession is rewarded with 
success ; and bitter, therefore, was my disappointment as 
year after year passed and still no fi'iiit appeared. In gi-ief 
I wondered at what I considered the mysterious withhold- 
ing of the Spirit, and set myself to account for it. What 
alarmed mo most was the disinclination, almost hostility, 
of the people to hold prayei--meetings. They appeared, 
for the most part, as if they thought they were well enoagh, 
and that I was unnecessarily disturbing them and drawing 
them off from their necessary industrial pursuits ; so that 
I was led at times to think and to say, that they had a 
greater desire to win half-a-crown than for all that God 
could do for their souls. Some whom I had never seen at 
a prayer-meeting, and who would have said they had not 
time to attend for a couple of hours once a month, have, 
since the revival commenced, attended often twice daily, 
in some instances with three or four sons, during the best 
working houra of the summer day. I knew there were 
always a few (very few I feared) praying persons in the 
several congregations in the neighboi'hood, and there were 
always attempts made to keep up prayer-meetings in my 
own ; but, up to the very week of the bursting forth of 
the revival, there appeared no general desire nor felt need 
for such a thing, nor symptoms of its approach, except 
that the Sunday-school had been gradually increasing, and 
attendance on public worship improving a little, and pei-- 
haps one or two individuals mourning over the general 
dcadness. I had never been more dispirited and distressed 
than during some weeks immediately preceding the rushing 
mighty wind which so suddenly and gloriously came in 
npon us, vitalizing the dead mass. The intelligence of 
revival in America, and even in the parishes of Antrim 
and in Belfast, soomod to proi-luue little impression, or 
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excite desire. They appeai'ed incredulone and unmoved. 
I had nearly begun to cease hoping. I felt as if I were 
almost quite alone — no one mourning or praying with me. 
I told them that I was appalled at their apparent deter- 
mination to have no prayer-meetinga, and to seek no revival 
— that the showers were going round and i-oimd us, and 
not a drop falling our way, — and that we would be left 
utterly reprobate, a visible monument of the consequencea 
of despising gospel privileges. I reminded them that any 
little good which had ever come to my knowledge as 
having been done to souls through my ministry, was nearly 
all in connection with peraons not belonging to my congre- 
gation. And I asked, 'What could this mean, except that 
God had given over my people to a hardened and reprobate 
mind ? ' " 

The following statement by the Rev. J. A. Canning, of 
ColerEune, in regard to the religious aspects of that town 
and neighborhood prior to the awakening, may be regarded 
aa not less applicable to many other districts of Ulster : 

" The great mass of the inhabitants of the city and of 
the suiTounding coantiy are of Scotch extraction, and are 
members of the Presbyterian Church. For centuries the 
gospel has been faithfully preached among a thoughtful, 
industrious, intelligent, and well-educated people. Church- 
going habits have ever characterized the inhabitants of 
town and country. The observance of the Sabbath, and 
attendance upon Sabbath ordinances, have long been a 
marked characteristic of the people. The doctrines of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith have, from olden time, 
been preached by ministei-s, and held by their flocks. 
There is no Unitarian congregation in the wide district of 
which Coloraine is the business-centre and capital. The 
Puaeyism of the Episcopal Church hiuj never found favor 
among the ministers and members of the Establishment. 
There are wide districts in which there are almost no 
Roman Catholics. Sabbath-schools are cveiywhere estab- 
lished, and the religious training of tho young is the rule 
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and not tliG exception, Colerdne ie the seat of a large 
Presbytery ; and in the churches of ivhich it has the over- 
sight, the ordinance of the Lord's Sapper is observed twice 
in the year. The population of the city may amount to. 
between eight and nine thousand. The staple manufacture 
of the locality is that of linen, for which it has been long 
celebrated, and the whole distiict is comparatively rich. 
1 "In disposition and temperament the people are calm, 
thonghtful, and far from impulsive, and their habits, amuse- 
ments, and usages, strongly indicate their Scotch descent. 
Among such a people, thus circumstanced, the organizaUon 
of Christ's Church has for many years been veiy complete. 
Church-courts have been vigilant, ordinances have been 
regularly and faithfully dispensed, and nothing seemed 
wanting but a power to bring home an offered gospel to 
the hearts and souls of the people. Some of God's children 
have thei-efore been saying of late years, that one of two 
things waa likely soon to occur, namely, either that gospel 
doctrine, preached by ministers and professed by the people, 
but apparently without much life, would, like eveiything 
which becomes stagnant, sink into putrefaction, and that 
heresy would supplant the truth; or, that a gracious God 
would honor His own ti'uth by supplying the power of 
the Spirit to impart to it a vivi^ing energy. That God 
has been pleased to shed abroad this power, the wondrous 
awakening which has characterized the summer and autumn 
of 1859, abundantly proves." 

Such, then, was the state of things immediately preceding 
the wonderful manifestation of Divine grace which ia to be 
recorded in the following pages. Such were the leading 
aspects in the population of Ulster, — a population, as it 
has been well said, " trained to reason, warm in party and 
cold in reli^on — among whom capital crime was rare, truo 
piety equally so, religious fei-vor dreaded, and fanaticism 
unknown ; whose wanderings had been towards TTnitaiinn- 
ism, not enthusiasm, and wliose wills are remarkably un- 
yielding." 
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The gi-eat awakening of last year, though it has culmi- 
nated in a form which has attracted the attention of the 
churches, is not in its remoter origin a thing of yesterday. 
For many years a purifying and preparatory process has 
been going forward, especially in that communion which 
has so largely ehai'ed the gracious influence. A retuni to 
the "old paths" of orthodoxy was speedily followed by 
auspicious indications of returning life ; and the Pres- 
byterian Church of Ulster, immediately on the consum- 
mation of an ecclesiastical union between its two great 
sections, about twenty years ago, at length arose to its 
true position as a missionary institute to Jew and Gentile, 
— a witness for the truth to all nations. By the good 
hand of God a generation of energetic and devoted min- 
isters was msed up, with many of whom the burthen of 
their pi-ayers has ever been, " O Lord, revive Thy work." 
At the same time, while there was an unasual amount of 
ministerial effort, there was a growing conviction of the 
insufficiency of all merely human agency, and an intenser 
longing than had ever been evinced before for the descent 
of a Divine influence. Often had the watchmen put the 
trumpet to their mouth and sounded the alaiin, and as 
often had they mounied in secret that sinnei-s remained 
at ease in sin, and refused to take timely warning. Many 
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a polished shaft from the quiver of the sanotaary was 
aimed at heart and conscience, and many a lamentation, 
was riused that it fell pointless as against an impenetrahle 
shield. Amid various indications of revival, there were 
the ever-increasing proofs of human impotency, — the 
accumulating evidences of the necessity of a superior in- 
tervention, — even of the power and presence of Him 
who quickeaeth when Ho will, breathing upon the slain 
that they may live. 

"It is right it should be known," says the Rev. S. M. 
Dill, of Ballymena, "that this movement has not come 
upon us quite so suddenly as people at a distance might 
be led to suppose. I am able to testify that there has 
been a gradual but perceptible improvement in the state 
of religion throughout this district for some years. Miu- 
istere were led to speak to the people with greater ear- 
nestness about 'the things which belong to their peace.' 
Attendance on the public ordinances of religion bad 
considerably increased. Open-air preaching was exten- 
sively practised. Sabbath-schools were gi-eatly multipled. 
Prayer-meetings were growing np in many districts. Sa- 
cred music, which had been much neglected, was culti- 
vated with ardor and success. And altogether the people 
were in a state of preparation — a state which passed 
into one of earnest expectancy, when the glad news of 
the American revivals reached our shores." 

"I was installed," says a young minister, "as pastor of 
my present congregation (consisting of three hundred 
and twenty families), in March 1S57 ; and, during the en- 
suing summer, took occasion to preach on the necessity 
of a revival, the agency by which it is produced, and the 
means by which it might be promoted. I also estahhshed 
a Bible-class, wliose numbers increased till the names of 
about two hundred yoang persons, from thirteen to thirty 
years of age, were upon its roll, and which I met eveiy 
Sabbath after public worship, and examined on the ser- 
nion just preached, the Shorter Catechism, and a portion 
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of SeiiptnrQ. W<3 also formed a Ladies' Tract Associa- 
tion, wliose members distributed foi-tnigbtly, among tlie 
families of all denominations in the district Who wd'e 
■willing to receive them, the publications of the London 
Beli^ous Tract Society, and of Mr. Drummond, of Stir- 
ling. In the spiing and summer of 1858, the news of the 
American revival reached us, and for some time excited 
an interest among the people; and when our Assembly 
met in July of that year in Derry, and engaged in con- 
ference on the subject, and it was repoi-ted that God had 
also begun a gracious work in Connor, the intelligence 
was communicated to our people, and helped to rekindle 
in the hearts of God's children a. desire for a similar 
awakening. During the following winter, however, there 
seemed to be a growing coldness, until the news reached 
us last spring that the revival had begun to spread rapidly 
through County Antrim, and was accompanied by re- 
markable bodily manifestations." 

" A visible propriety, as well as spiritual life," says an 
aged minister, " was obviously penetrating the great mass 
of our people for a year and a half or two yeai-s previous 
to the revival, from the proper organization and training 
we had got into by the establishment of regular prayer- 
meetings and' other kindred agencies. A Young Men's 
Christian Association had also been established, whose 
monthly meetings for mutual improvement contributed 
not a little to inspire our youth with confidence and zeal. 
ITie Presbytery of Omagh also had the subject of re- 
vivals before them at their regular meetings for twelve 
or fourteen years back, and had not only drawn up and 
circulated statements upon the subject among their con- 
gregations, but had from time to time appointed presby- 
terial deputations to address each congregation throughout 
their bounds on the necessity of a revival of religion. 
Immediately on hearing of the great American awal?en- 
ing of 1858, we resumed our former practice, and revisited 
in the autumn the sixteen congrogiitions of which the pres- 
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bj'teiy is composed. But wliat ia all that man can do till 
tbe appointed, the set time is come, whea the heavens 
open, and the dewa descend to water and refresh the 
thirety ground ?" 

In connection with these statements, it deserves to be 
mentioned that for a considerable period the state of re- 
ligion throughout its bounds bad engaged the earnest 
attention of the Pi-esbyterian Church in Ireland, through 
its Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly. For 
several years some of the synods never separated without 
directing the ministers to bring before the people com- 
mitted to their care the question of the state of religion 
— the deity and perwonality of the Spirit — and the ne- 
cessity and nature of conversion. In 1858, the necessity 
of a revival of pure religion occupied a prominent place 
in their deliberations. The reports that had been pre- 
sented were afterwards, in several instances, printed and 
cireulated, and pi-eabyteries were enjoined to meet on a 
given day for tbe purpose of confening on the means 
which ehonld be used for promoting the revival of re- 
ligion. Through the report of a standing committee 
appointed for the purpose, the same subject had been 
regularly brought under the notice of the General As- 
sembly at its annual meetings, and many consultations 
were held among the members for tbe advancement of 
the interests of vital godliness. At the meeting in 1858, 
it devolved on the convener (the Rev. Dr. KLi-tpatrick, of 
Dublin) to advert to the extraordinary display of Divine 
grace with which the American churches had been visited 
during the preceding winter, and the accounts of which 
had been already widely circulated throughout the com- 
munity. On the reception of Lis repoj-t, tho Assembly 
resolved to devote a portion of its sittings to special con- 
ference and prayer with reference to this great spiritual 
movement. The se.^son thus set apart was one of pecu- 
liar solemnity and sacredness ; and when one after another 
of tho fithors rose up in his place to tender his jjatei^nal 
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eoansels, and when the voice- of praise and supplication 
ascendecT afterwards to heaven, all hearts were touched as 
by a common sympathy, while from the reigning hai-mony 
and fervor many fondly cherished the expectation of a 
time of more abundant blessing. The exercises, which 
had before been in private, were restimed by aiTangement 
on the following evening in the presence of an assembled 
multitude, as well as of representatives from the Free 
Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land, and the Waldenaian, Belgian, and other continental 
chui-ches. Addresses were delivered, intei-mingled with 
devotional exei-cises, on such topics as the following: — 
Special ootpouringa of the Spirit — Scripture examples; 
the present religious awakenings in America; the duty of 
seeking such awakenings among ouraelvea ; the encour- 
agement to seek this great blessing fi'om God. Another 
arrangement was miide by this Assembly before its close, 
which eventually contributed to increase the interest 
already existing in the American awakening, A depnta- 
tion, consisting of two ministei-s, was appointed to visit 
the affiliated churches in British North America ; and as 
the delegates, after dischai^ng their proper mission, had 
opportunities of witnessing to some extent the work then 
going forward in the United States, then- statements in 
regard to it, on their return, were anxiously songht for, 
and their experiences were rehearsed in various districts 
of the north of Ireland. The writer of these pages hav- 
ing had the happiness and honor of being appointed on 
that deputation, he is enabled to speak with confidence 
upon the subject; and he can testify that, for many 
months, indeed dnving the entire of the winter, he was 
occupied, on every available occasion, in satisfying the 
demands of brethren, to narrate to their congregations 
what he had seen and heard of the great work of God 
during his transatlantic visit, and that wherever ho went, 
his statements were received with the deepest interest. 
Never, indeed, has he had a happier time than in declar- 
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iDg to fi'ien^s at home the gracious doing? of the Most 
High among their kindred on the great weottin cunti- 
iiunt; while in the wakeful attention, earnest gize, and 
stifled emotion of the listening thousands, he often fan- 
cied that he could trace the harbingers of a uo less 
glorious renovation. 



Host.d./Gciogic 



CHAPTEK III. 

Siiilipi... .f III. s.iii.I. 



In attempting to narrate the character of sucli a move- 
meiit as that to which oui- attention is now turned, there 
are one or two weighty trutlia that stand out vividly 
before us as we begin. It is well to advert to them in a 
sentence or two, that we may undei-stand how much and 
how little we can do here. 

We cannot Jix the beginning of this revival. The end 
of our vision is not the starting-point of God's working. 
That which is a germ in relation to one thing is a ripened 
frait in relation to another. It is wisest for us to keep 
hnman agency in its. own place, and to aim at reflecting 
all the glory on the Sovereign Lord. We cannot Justly 
tell its progress. This is a spiritual work, and we are 
earthly. To tell the current story of conversion la easy, 
but to trace the outgoings of this new life in the church 
and the world is another thing. The under current is 
hidden from our view. That which lies on the surface is 
the greatest which men see, but it is the least which the 
Spirit haa shown. We cannot fuUy describe its jruits. 
Ailer all, this is greatly premature. The outward change 
of a community is much, but the eternal day shall reveal 
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moi-e than ihia. Siich a great awakening may be the 
li-uit of the past, but it ia the bud of the futare. 

Tet it is a gi-ateful taslc, however inadequately we may 
execute it, to marlt the spidngiog up of the sparkling 
fountain after all the darknesa of its hidden streams, and 
to trace its flow still upward as our poor knowledge leads 
us, till the light, of heaven breaks upon the bended seekers, 
and we find ourselves beside the river of life, which flows 
from the throne of God and the Lamb. 

In more than one locality in Ulster, notwithstanding 
the general deadness, symptoms of awakening began to 
indicate the approach of a better era. Public attention, 
however, was Boon concentrated on a rural district in 
County Antrim, which, more than any other, has been 
identified with the early histoiy of the movement, and 
fi'om which, as a common centre, it spread with unprece- 
dented rapidity over the entire north of Ireland. 

The place was one which had long enjoyed tho benefit 
of an evangelical ministiy. Even in days of darkness and 
defection, Connor had been a favored district; and, under 
the oversight of a faithfnl- pastorate and vigilant eldership, 
ever zealous for the purity of communion and the mainte- 
nance of a wholesome discipline, the flock were taught, 
alike by precept and example, the necessity of separation 
from the world. Some thirty years ago the venerable 
Heniy Henry rested from his labors, extending over half 
a century, and was succeeded by one who, in the wider 
sphere to which he was subsequently called, acquired an 
influential position in the Pi'esbyterian Church, and whose 
remains have juat been followed to the grave amid the 
regrets and tears of thousands. For about nine yeare the 
Rev. David Hamilton, late of Belfast, plied his congenial 
task among a plain people in that rural region, and sowed 
much of that precious seed which has subsequently borne 
abundant fruit. His successor, one of the ablest and most 
Aevoted ministers in Ulster, labored for a length of time 
with little visible result, expounding and enforcing the old 
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^, training the rising generation in Scriptm-e Itnowl- 
etlge, nsiug no flattering words with any, and fearing not 
to testify of the dread realities of the world to come. His 
public ministrations, accordingly, were characterized by 
great plainness of speech, insomuch that many for a time 
complained of bis honest boldness, even when they could 
not resist the power with which he addressed them in his 
Master's name. In the prosecution of his pastoral work 
he regularly visited the families of his charge once a year, 
and was thus intimately conversant with the spiritual 
condition of all his people. To the young especially he 
sought to commend the great salvation, sparing neither 
time nor toil to indoctrinate them in the trath as it is in 
Jesus. Into the numerous Sabbath-schools under hia 
care, ho introduced important and instructive Scriptural 
exercises ; while Bible-classes were established, which 
were attended by many, who, by rcfson of tlioir age, 
woald have shrunk from placing themselves on a level 
with those of tender years, who were receiving a mere 
elementary instruction in the Word of God. The young 
and old were thus alike well taught in the Bible, and 
consequently were, to a more than ordinary extent, 
acquainted with the gospel scheme. Yet, notwithstanding 
these advantages and opportnnlties, many had little more 
than the form of godliness ; others, openly careless and 
indifferent, were unhappily a<ldicted to strong diink and 
other debasing vices. The merely moral and the sincerely 
pious mingled together, so fax as man could judge, with 
little to distinguish them from one another; while the 
victim of intemperance, now and then, and as if to annoy 
both, appeared among them, to be flouted by the one, ami 
pitied by the other. For years this =itate of things con- 
tinued, until, after many disheartening delays, the long- 
desired blessing came, and hundreds rose up as from the 
dead to newness of life. 

For a considerable period the winter Sabbath -evening 
service, which was more especially designed for the out- 
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lying population, who had no regular eliurcli connection, 
and who could not find accommodation in tlie crowded 
pews in the previous pai't of the day, had become nnusaaJly 
lai^, amounting to many hundreds, even in the darkest 
nights and the coldest weather; "and what they heard," 
says Mr. Moore, "was very plain, and barren of all attempt 
at oirdinary pulpit refinements. The terrors of the Lord, 
and the free offers of mercy — heaven and bell — these 
constituted the almost exclusive theme." "It is worthy 
of notice, also," he adds, " that the revival of religion, and 
the i-easonahlenesa of expecting siicli a dispensation, were 
not unfrequently dwelt on in the stated ministrations of 
the sanctuary. Extracts were read irom the existing 
memorials of the work of God in "Wales, under Daniel 
Rowlands ; in America, under Jonathan Edwai-ds and the 
Tennents ; and in Scotland, under the many eminent min- 
istera who were similarly honored in other days. The idea 
of a great revival accordingly took hold of many in the 
congregation, and many prayers were offered in public and 
in private that it might be realized in vitality and power." 
" Depend upon it," sdd one of the most intelligent and 
prayerful men in all the district to his minister some years 
ago, "you will yet see good days in Connor." 

It was in the spring of 1855, aa I am informed by one 
who has been brought up in the district, and is now a 
student for the ministry in the Presbyterian Church, that 
a movement was commenced in faith and prayer, which 
w.Jis destined, ere long, to spread over the neighborhood a 
hallowed influence. At the close of a Sabbath evening at 
that period, and at one of his Bible-class examinations, 
Mr. Moore was heard addressing a young man present, 
and affectionately urging upon him the duty of doing 
"something more" for Qod. "Could you not," he said, 
"gather at least six of yonr careless neighboi-s, either par- 
ents or children, to your own house, or some other con- 
venient place, on the Sabbath, and spend an hour with 
them, reading and searching the Word of God?" The 
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young man hesitated for a monaent, but promised to try. 
From that trial, made in faith, originated the Tunnybrake 
Sabbath- school, and in connection with it, two yeai's 
subsequently, a prayer-meeting, which yielded some of 
the first-fi-uita of the great awakening. In the course of 
the winter following, a devoted Christian layman came to 
reside in the vicinity, with whose cottperation, in the 
spring, the school, which had been closed during the 
months preceding, was reopened nnder more favorable 
auspices. During the summer it gi-eatly flourished — a 
marked seriousness and earnestness being discernible, both 
among the teachers and the taught. Seeing the good 
effects produced upon the children, the teachers anxiously 
considered whether an offoi-t might not be undertaken on 
behalf of the parents idso. Accordingly, they resolved to 
commence a special exercise for pmyer and reading the 
Scriptures each evening, after the closing of the school, to 
which the parents and others were to be specially invited. 
"A Sabbath evening, eai'ly in August," to use the language 
of my informant, "found the expectant teachers engaged 
in their new work, v>ith <mly one solita/ry visitor present. 
Nothing discouraged, they resolved to persevere, and a 
second meeting showed a more decided measure of success, 
for about thirty persons, besides themselves and a few 
scholars, attended. From week to week the numbers con- 
tinued to increase, till at last the house was filled. Prayer, 
praise, and leading in the Bible, with plain observations 
on the portion read, were the exercises engaged iii- 
Eveiything sectarian was strictly prohibited, and pi-omptly 
checked as soon as it appeared. Questions that might 
have given rise to controversy were not discussed, while 
the one great and absorbing topic, ' Christ and the cross,' 
seemed to occupy the attention and steal the affections of 
all present. The Sabbath -school teachers' prayer-meeting, 
for it was so called, became more and more interesting, till 
the knowledge of its existence spread throughout the neigh- 
borhood. Many came to see whethcf the things they had 
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heard conceiiiing it were true ; anfl such were the earnest- 
ness and solemnity in that little assembly, that strangers 
who came once, returned i^ain and again, until they also 
caught the hallowed flame. Nor was it with the labor of 
the slothful that they entered on the work — it was with 
conataucy, persistency, and power, and with an intense 
desii'e for the salvation of their friends and neighbors who 
were perishing around them, 

"Among others who were associated in the Sabbath- 
school prayer-meeting, were the four young men whose 
names have been much before the public in connection 
with the subsequent revival. These four rejoiced together 
in the glorious worlr, and took great delight also in each 
other's society, enjoying sweet communion with each other, 
and with their common Lord. But as they were some 
miles apart, in their respective homes, and could not come 
together so often as they desired, they resolved to meet 
at a central place for Christian fellowship, and for this 
purpose they chose an old school-bonse in the neighbor- 
hood of Kells, where, in the month of October, about two 
months subsequent to the commencement of the Sabbath- 
school prayei'-meeting iu Tannybrake, those exercises 
were conducted which have been generally regai-ded as 
the origin of the revival. It ml! be seen, however, from 
what has now been stated, that the first etin-ings of life 
were exhibited in connection with the Sabbath-school 
prayer-meeting. Three, at least, of the converts were bom 
there, two of whom were scholai-s, and the third a teacher, 
while the gracious answei-s to the prayers offered on their 
behalf, while laboring under deep conviction, gave a 
powerful stimulus to prayer itself. From that time the 
gracious drops began to fall thicker and faster, until the 
rashing eliower descended which has refi'eshed so many, 
and left behind verdure and beauty in the heritage of 
God." 

"For a considerable period," says Mr. Moore himself, 
"and before any general interest iu religion w.is maiiiffsted 
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by tlie people, there had been a growing anxiety about 
salvation. Aud some cases had here and there occurred 
of an Tinwonted character : a sinner, anxious about the 
state and prospects of his soul, experiencing a andden, 
startling visitation of dread, followed by a peace and joy 
unspeakable — a proti'acted season of perplexity approach- 
ing to despair, succeeded by a view of Christ as a Saviour, 
full, sweet, restoring. Sucli instances had been occasion- 
ally witnessed, but they were isolated, and unnoticed by 
the generality. About the spring of 1858 a very interest- 
ing work began to manifest itself and to move onwards 
over a certain district of the congi'egation. For more than 
a quarter of a century the 'prayer-meeting' had existed in 
that locality, while similar meetings had in other distiiets, 
after many ineffectual effoi-ta to mdntain them, languished 
and revived, languished again, and died. Once the meet- 
ing in question was so far rednced in numbers that only 
two came together to call upon the name of the Lord. 
Still they continued to pray on, and by degrees the little 
company increased, until it became ' two bands.' In the 
same district, also, it deserves to be mentioned, the Bible 
ti-aining of the young in connection with the organization 
of Sabbath-schools, had been most successful; the class 
which had been established there being more promising 
than any of the others in the paiish." 

The "fellowship-meeting" above referi'ed to, was estab- 
lished almost simultaneously with those concerts for prayer, 
begun by a similar agency, in America, whose influence 
was so extensively felt throughout the great Western 
continent. " The society," to adopt the woi'ds of the 
Rev. S. J. Moore of Ballymena, "soon ceased to be a 
secret one; and slowly one kindred spiiit after another 
■was introduced, on the recommendation of some of the 
ori^nal members. For a few months they bad to walk 
by faith. The seed, however, was not long cast upon the 
waters till the tide ebbed, and the tender blade sprung up, 
Tlicy wrestled on. They prevailed. Surely when God's 
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set time is come — when He intends signally to answer 
prayer, He disposes the supplicant to plead, and, with 
growing anxiety, to plead on til! the blessing is secured. 
The firat observable instance of conversion occurred in De- 
cember following, A yonng man became greatly alarmed. 
After some time, in answer to earnest prayer by himself 
and others, he found peace and confidence. Early in Jan- 
uary, a youth in the Sabbath-school class taught by one of 
those young men, was brought to the saving knowledge 
of Christ as his Saviour. Special prayer, abont the same 
period, was frequently offered in the fellowship -meeting in 
behalf of two persons, who, some three months aftei-wards, 
joyfully professed their faith in the Lord Jesus. Faith 
grew. Hope brightened, 'The power of prayer' began 
to be known, and felt, and seen. The spring communion 
came on. Throughout the extensive parish, consisting of 
some thousand families, it was generally known that, 
lately, pei-sons had been turned to the Lord among them 
— some moral, and some wildly immoral. A few hml 
heai'd of a similar triumph of Divine grace beyond the 
Atlantic The services were peculiarly solemn. The Mas- 
tei-'s pi-esence seemed to be recognized, and Hia call heard. 
A great impulse was given to consideration and serious- 
ness, intensifying- and extending these general precursors 
of conviction and revival. The old prayer- meetings began 
to be thronged, and many new ones established. No 
difficulty now to find persons to take part in them. The 
winter was past ; the time of the singing of birds had 
come. Humble, grateful, loving, joyous converts multi- 
plied. The awakening to a sight of sin, the conviction 
of its sinfulness, the illumination of the soul in the knowl- 
edge of a glorious Saviour, and conversion to Him — all 
this operation, carried on by the life-giving Spirit, was in 
the Connor district, for more than eighteen months, a calm, 
quiet, gradual, in some cases a lengthened process, not 
commencing in, or accompanied by, a 'smiting down' of 
the body, or any extraordinary physical prostration more 
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tban what miglit be expected to result iroiii groat anxiety 
and deep sorrow," 

The awakening thus commenced and spread over a dis- 
trict in which there was a good degree of prepai-ation for 
its advent. It is a striking feet, that it was not till more 
than twelve months subsequently, and in the summer of 
1S59, when the work was spreading generally over Ulster, 
that some of the other districts of the congregation were 
blessed with the gracions visitation. Once begun, how- 
ever, the movement rapidly extended. The great concerns 
of eternity were realized as they had never been before. 
People, when they met, talked a new laiigui^e. Many 
walked about in deep anxiety about the one thing needful ; 
while others rejoiced in the realized experience of a pres- 
ent peace and a complete salvation. Meetings for Chris- 
tian convei'se and prayer began to spread, — in a short 
time the community was altogether changed in its outwai-d 
aspects, and a pervading seriousness prevailed ; and at the 
meeting of the General Assembly in July 1858, Mr. Moore 
was publicly requested by the Moderator to furnish some 
account of the awakening, the tidings of which elicited. 
an expression of the deepest interest on the part of the 
supreme judicatory of the Presbyterian Church. 

During the succeeding months, and throughout the win- 
ter, a silent work of grace was gradually extending over 
the whole congregation of Connor, insomuch that when 
qDi-ing arrived it was believed that some hundreds had been 
savingly brought under its benign influence. As yet no 
physical excitement had appeared ; the process was a purely 
spiritual one, carried on in the sanctuary of the mind — 
the Spirit of God acting through the medium of the truth 
upon the spirit of man. Conversion work, however, of 
the purest type had been going on ; a total transformation 
had been effected in the hearts and lives of those who 
were the subjects of the change ; and throughout all the 
neighborhood was beard "thanksgiving and the voice of 
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II, was ecirly in the month of May 1859, that, having 
lieai-d of the great evauts that were being transacted there, 
I resolved to make a personal visit to the scene. Arriving 
on a Saturday afternoon at the manse, I fonnd my excel- 
lent friend the pastor in the bosom of his family ; his mind, 
which had for such a lengthened period previously been 
strained to the utmost, now somewhat relaxed into repose, 
as he was relieved, for the time, from preparation for the 
pnbiic services of the morrow. I had not long arrived till 
an intimation was sent from the neighboiing village, from 
a little company of praying ones, whose custom it was to 
meet on the evening before the Sabbath to invoke a bless- 
ing on the ministrations of the sanctuaiy. They desired, 
on that occasion, the presence of their minister, knowing 
that he was in a good measure disengaged, and tliat another 
was to occupy his place before the congregation. And so 
he soon after joined them in their exercise of supplication. 
The place of meeting was, I have no doubt, the same 
which, on a subsequent occasion, was visited by the Rev. 
Dr. Edgar, and which, with the persons occupying it, he 
thus gi-apbically describes: "The place was a batcher's 
shop. The butcher, two yeai-a ago, did not know A from 
E. God converted him : he taught himself to read, and 
he is now a lai^ge tract-distributor at his own cost, and a 
chief hand in the revival work. The secretary was a 
working shoemaker — another Carey. Othera present were 
day-laborers, a stone-breaker, and a blacksmith's hoy. The 
stone-breaker, who sits on the road-side breaking stones to 
eai-n his bread, is one of four brothei-s, lately converted. 
Their mother was sister to a notorious pugilist, to whom 
she used to be a bottle-holder, and when she entered a 
shop she was watched as a noted thief. Her sons wore 
pests, but God's grace has made them vessels of mercy, 
overflowing with goodness, for not a few." 

On Mr. Moore's return to the manse, he was joined by 
one of the four brethren, originally in the memberahip 
of the fellowship -meeting, a yoang man, whose spiritual 
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attainments so highly commended him to the congregation 
that they had set hiro apai-t to tho wort of an evangelist 
— a department in which ho has been much honoi-ed, not 
only in that immediate neighborhood, but in many other 
dietiicts in the province. He had waited on the minister 
to receive his instruetiona as to the duties of the ensuing 
week, and took his leave, after arran^ng that he should 
specially devote himself to a district in which tho people 
had shown a great unwillingness to attend his meetings, 
under a seeming apprehension, as he expressed it, " lest the 
Lord should lay His hand upon them." 

The sei-vices on the Sabbath were attended, as usual, by 
an immense. audience. The congregation being one of the 
largest in Ulster, and comprising nearly a thousand fami- 
lies, the church, at all times well filled, was thronged by a 
mass of devout worehippei-s. During the service there 
were indications of an unusaal solemnity, the most intense 
earnestness being depicted on every countenance, and 
many being melted into teai-s. The singing of the psalms 
was a pei-fect outburst of melodious sound, the greater 
portion of the people having for some years previously 
been trained in the practice of sacred music, and their 
hearts being manifestly engaged in the enlivening exercise. 
The discourse waa largely occupied with a setting forth of 
the leading characteristics of the American revival of the 
preceding year — a subject with which the hearera were 
not altogether unfamiliar, as a few months previously they 
had been addressed by visitors from Philadelphia — yonng 
men connected with the Christian Association, on whose 
labors such a signal blessing has rested in that city. When 
the service, which had been somewhat more protracted 
than usual, had concluded, the pastor rose and stated, that 
in consideration of the period of the day, and of the meet- 
ings for prayer throughout the congregation in the evening, 
thei-e would not on that occasion be a second diet of wor- 
ship ; but he requested as many as conld find it convenient 
to remain for an additional half hour, for the purpose of 



A.ooglc 



A VISIT TO XllJi PRAYER-MEETING. 47 

invoking the Divine blessing on the statements which they 
had then heard. The greater portion of the audience re- 
mained, when, after a brief exposition of a psalm, a general 
request was made that some member of the church would 
engage in supplication. The call was at once responded 
to, and our devotions were led with much appi-opriateness 
by an individual who, aa his pastor afterwards informed 
mo, had not on any former occasion taken such a part in 
the public sei-vicee of the house of God. 

In the evening of that Sabbath I took the opportunity 
of visiting one of the many meetings for exhortation and 
prayer in the vicinity, selecting that (as being nearest) in 
the adjacent village of Kells. The exercises had begun 
and wore going forward when we entered. The house ia 
which the meeting was held was filled to inconvenience, 
the greater portion occupying the av^lable space above, 
while the ground-floor was crowded, and the very stair was 
occupied in every part. There was the utmost order and 
decorum, and for some twenty minutes we sat listening 
with much interest, and unobserved by the speaker, who 
was overhead, to a very touching address delivei'ed by one 
of comparatively tender years, in which he dwelt with 
much pathetic earnestness on the necessity of an instant 
closing with Christ on His own tei'ms, as the only and all- 
sufficient Savionr. Aftier he had concluded, and prayer had 
been engaged in, it was agreed that, in consequence of the 
crowded and uncomfortable condition of tlje apartments, 
an adjournment should take place to another house hard 
by; which being done, the exercises were resumed — Mr. 
Moore himself presiding. There were present many who 
appeared to be in deep mental concern, and of whom sev- 
eral would willingly have waited on the minister for his 
friendly counsel. He was obliged, however, to announce 
that, owing to the number of such, he was under the neces- 
sity of postponing to meet with them, aa they desired, for 
private conference till the following Tuesday. It was now 
nine o'clock, and we took our leave, the benediction having 
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been pronounced. We left the majority, however, still in 
a state of appai-ont expectation, and showing, fi'om the way 
in which they lingered outside, a disposition to engage 
once more in exercises which had manifestly so much in 
unison with all their feelings. I have little doubt that they 
did resume in the same place the congenial occupation, 

A short time after we had returned to the pastor's dwell- 
ing, an intimation was made to us that in the coui-se of 
the morning service a young man who had for some time 
been under anxiety of mind had obtained "peace in be- 
lieving;" — "but that," said my excellent brother, "is noth- 
ing uncommon, for scarce a aei-mon is preached or meeting 
held in which some such results are not realized;" and then 
he went on to mention other similar instances. 

Next morning I took my departure. On passing thi-ongh 
the village, Mi\ Mooi-e, who accompanied me to Ballymena, 
alighted from the vehicle on which we were conveyed, and 
entered a respectable-looking dwelling. On his rejoining 
me, he said, " Yes, it is even as we heard last night. That 
is a house which is visited by almost ail our younger con- 
verts as soon as they have obtained peace. They are all 
in Christ in that habitation, and there others are attracted 
by the assurance of their sympathy. Late in the evening, 
the young man referred to, a holder of land in the neigh- 
borhood, had called. He told them that at such a part of 
the service his burden was lifted off, and when he came to 
them, as they expressed it, " the tears were trickling down 
his cheeks for very joy." 

Continuing ocr drive, we passed soon after two houses 
by the wayside — refeiTing to which my fi.'iend said, as he 
pointed to them, " There are seven in that little nook," 
meaning thereby that these had also through grace be- 
lieved. Had time and opportunity allowed me to accom- 
pany Mr, Moore in some of his pastoral rounds, I have 
little doubt that he could have pointed out hundreds of 
such cases; but as Mr. Arthur has well expressed it, with 
respect to that admirable minister, at a subsequent stnge 
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of the movement, and after much attention had been 
attracted to it — "Even now Mr. Moore says nothing of 
numbei-s, writea nothing to papers, leaves the nnmbers to 
be learned by the state of the church — the effects to be 
foand out in the lives of the people. He is not bo anxious 
to trnmpet conversions, as to save souls." 

In regard to the resulta of the revival, as witnessed in 
the impi'oved state of the district, one or two statistical 
faets may be mentioned. Of nine public-houses, two are 
eiosed by the convei-sion of their ownei-s, and a third for 
want of trade ; while the quantity of driok now sold by 
tlie six that are open is less than that formerly sold by one. 
In 1857 there were in the parish thirty-seven committals 
for offences connected with drunkenness; in 1858, eleven ; 
ill 1839, four, of whom two were strangers. And whereas 
in 1857 there were twenty-seven paupers in the union, 
there are but four at present, whDe the poor-rates are only 
half tho amount they were before. 
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Although, ae has been already stated, the work of pi-op- 
aratioii was going forward in some of the neighboring con- 
gregations, it was not till near the close of 1858 that any 
striking results appeared. On the 9th of Decembev of 
that year, an event occurred which was destined, in the 
train of causes, to exert a wide-spread spiritual influence. 
On that day a young man who had been led to attend the 
Connor fellowship-meeting, was for the first time pene- 
trated with a sense of sin, and induced to ciy for mercy. 
No sooner had he tasted the joys of pardon and of peace 
than he began to bethink himself of the state of his rela- 
tions, resident a few miles oJ^ in the Ahoghill district ; and 
with all the fervor of a young disciple lie solicited some 
three or four of his fellow-converts to unite with him. in 
prayer on their behalf, that tliey also might be made par- 
takers of his abounding happiness, A few weeks after, he 
visited his mother and family, to communicate to them his 
own experience of the loving-kindness of the Loi-d, and to 
excite them to a kindi-ed earnestness about the " gi'eat sal- 
vation." Once and agdn he came ivith the game anxious 
and prayerful aim ; nor was it long till he was gladdened 
by the tidings, that after an oxerciac of coiivietiou, his 
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mother had been made a partaker of like precions faith, 
and was rojoicing in the hope of gloiy. Another member 
of the family, a brother, was the next object of his solici- 
tnde. At the time when he went in search of him, the 
brother was at a shooting match, and there, amid the ex- 
citement of the scene, fell on his ear the startling words, 
"I have a message for you from the Lord Jesus." A 
strange effect soon followed, and he was brought nnder 
the subdaing influence of a Divine agency. It was amid 
the clouds of night that after parting from one another, 
each for hia respective place of habitation, the brother resi- 
dent at Ahoghill was all at once immersed in the hon'or 
of a deeper darkness, his whole frame trembling as in the 
immediate presence of the Invisible. In the midst of a 
soul-conflict, in which he experienced the pangs of unutter- 
able agony, he found a measure of relief in prostrating 
himself before the throne of mercy, and though still much 
^itated and enfeebled, made the best of his way home. 
Day after day he gfoaned under the weight of hia heart- 
sorrow, and sought deliverance with awful cries and sup- 
plications. At length hia burden was graciously removed, 
and rising from his loom he fell upon his knees, and gave 
fall vent to his rejoicing in rapturous thanks^vings. 
Thenceforward a new life was infused into him, and she 
burned with an unquenchable desire to glorify the name 
of his Almighty Saviour. One of his first impulses was 
to I'ush directly to his minister (the liev. F. Buick), to 
whom he communicated his whole soul in the glad utter- 
ance, "I am saved!" And then, aa he found opportunity, 
he wrought unceasingly both night and day, and even to 
the neglect of his daily task, in seeking to win othera to a 
participation in the same immortal hopes. In a short time 
several members of the same household had experienced a 
gracious change. 

An anxious desire having been ex]iressed by Mr. Buick, 
that othei-s of the lay brethren from Connor should visit 
the neighborhood, a meeting was held in his own church. 
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to which they wei-e invited, " It was," as he testifies, " au 
earnest, heart-stining meeting, A holy flame was kindled. 
A strong desire for a graeions revival began to gain ascend- 
ency. The brethren from Connor were agdn invited. The 
school-bouse, where the meeting was to be held, was alto- 
gether too small to accommodate the hundreds that were in 
attendance. It was accordingly adjonrned to the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Ahoghill, where similar stirring ap- 
peals and prayers of burning fervency moved the vast 
assembly. Thereafter, prayer-meetings began to multiply. 
The new converts, with other Christians whose hearts the 
Lord stm-ed, engaged in the work of prayer and exhor- 
tation with unqnenchable zeal. Thus the work spread. 
Daily, fresh interest was awakened. Common houses, and 
even large churches, were not able to contain the multi- 
tudes that assembled, so that often tbo highway and the 
open field, in the cold evenings of spring, were the scenes 
of deeply interesting meetings. So eager have the multi- 
tudes been to hear the sei-vices of the converted brethren, 
that many travelled miles to be present, and, without any 
weariness, would they have remained, even all night, if the 
services had continued. There has been an uncommon 
thirsting for the Word." 

lu the statements which follow, the physical affections 
which henceforwaj-d characterized the movement are thus 
noticed in their early manifestations: 

" At these meetings many convictions have taken place. 
From one up to ten and twelve have been arrested by the 
Spirit of God, through the word and prayer of these hon- 
ored brethren. Even sti'ong men have staggered and fallen 
down nnder the wounds of their conscience. Great bodily 
weakness ensues. The whole frame trembles. Oh 1 it is a 
heart-rending sight to witness. With wringing of hands, 
streams of tears, and a look of unutterable anguish, they 
confess their sins in tones of unmistakable sincerity, and 
appeal to the Lord for mercy with a cry of piercing eani- 
estnCBS. I have seen the strong frame convulsed ; I have 
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witneasecl eveiy joint trembling; I have heard the cry, as 
I liave never heard it before, 'Lord Jesas, have mercy Hpon 
my sinful soul! Lord Jesus, come to my buraing beavt' 
Lord, pardon my sins I oh, como and lift me from these 
flames of hell ! ' 

"These convictions vary in difierent individuals, both in 
strength and duration. While some obtain peace in be- 
lieving soon after their conviction, othei-s do not attain it 
for several days. It is afler many a conflict, ivith convic- 
tion oft returning, with much prayer and reading of the 
Word, through which spiritaal light makes great progi'eas 
in the mind, that a settled peace and holy joy take posses- 
sion of the soul." 

While the bodily prostrations above referred to have 
been generally i-egai'ded as originating in connection with 
the awakening in Ahoghill, yet thej-e is reason to believe 
there were occasional instances of a simiiar description, and 
at the same period, in other parts of Ulster. Thus, in the 
county of Down, in a rural district called Crossgav, the fol- 
lowing case, never before pnblished, is nan-ated by the Rev. 
J. G. Thomson, the young minister of the place : 

" In the middle of the month of January, 1859, I was 
called upon early one morning to see a previously strong, 
healthy young man, who supposed himself to be dying. 
On my arrival, I found him lying in bed, and evidently in 
a state of great bodily weakness, although his sickness did 
not seem to be unto death. Entering into convereation 
with bim, I leanied that he had been sick of soul previous 
to his being sick of body, and that the former was the 
canse of the latter. He told me that he had been very 
much impressed by a sermon I had preached on the last 
Sabbath afternoon from these words, " I have a message 
from God nnto thee." ' Alai-med on account of sin and 
the punishment due to it, he could get no rest, day nor 
night. Loudly did he cry for mercy, and did not cry in 
vain. He knocked, and the door of mercy was opened for 
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tho outpouring of spiritual blessings. Ho obtained pardon 
and peace after a severe struggle, by wiiicli he was left in 
a state of great bodily weakness. He was unable to walk 
for a number of days, and not until two months had passed 
was he able to pursue his ordinary business. Strange to 
say, when affected firat, he complained of there being about 
his heart, unattended by any pain, a heavy weight, wliich 
he considered in some way to be associated with the idea 
of sin. This was removed, as he said, when the Holy 
Spirit came into his heart, and produced within him that 
faith which enabled him to lay hold upon Jesus, and to fly 
to Him from the wrath to come. His features indicated 
the gladness of one who had found some gi-eat and lasting 
treasure. You could have seen the very joy sparkling in 
his eye ; and more than once did I hear him say, that if 
the Lord willed, he would rather depart and be with Jesus. 
His case was, in many particulars, similar to that of a great 
many I have seen since the great religioas movement came 
among ns. While his weakness remdned, I frequently 
road the Scriptures, conversed, and prayed with him. In 
all such exercises he took, and still takes, the deepest 
interest. He is still gi-owing in grace, and by his walk 
and conversation in the world, gives every evidence of 
being a son of the Lord Almighty. This and similar cases 
have been like drops before the shower." 

The work in Ahoghiil, fi-om the outset, was largely char- 
acterized by those physical effects which henceforward, to 
a gi-eater or less e.^tent, marked its onward progi-ess. It is 
not to be wondered at, that the sudden, singular, and vio- 
lent conversions which were now so frequent, produced a 
strange and startling effect on the community. Such in- 
stantaneous seizures, so different in their character from the 
slow methods to which the church has been accustomed, 
were naturally I'egarded with some suspicion and alarm, as 
introducing a new process in regeneration, and it was not 
without an internal struggle that many could be brought 
to admit theif genu in en ess. Ifc was impossible to deny, 
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however, that the most blessed results were to bo fountl 
associated with these affections, and tliat society in lill its 
aspects was undergoing a wondrous transformation. 

The Synod of Ballymena and Coleraine hold its meeting 
in the month of May, and the report then submitted (see 
Appendix A), and which was prepared by the Rev. F. 
Buick, is valuable as the fii-st publio testimony emitted by 
a court of Christ with reference to the awakening. 

Many interesting incidents might be narrated, illustra- 
tive of the wonderful effect which was produced npon the 
public mind in the same neighborhood, as evinced in the 
new direction it took, amid scenes where formerly the most 
demoralizing practices prevailed. Take the following as 
an instance, narrated by the Rev. David Adams : 

"I may here quote a statement I wrote some time ago 
I'espeeting a meeting at Creaghrock, midway between 
Ahoghill and Randalstown, a place where ever since, at 
the request of the people, a monthly religions meeting has 
been held in the open air, attended by hundreds. This 
place had become famous, or rather infamous, as a cockpit, 
especially on Ahoghill old fair-day, when thousands would 
assemble for the degrading sport of eock-fighting, thereby 
making it a scene of lying, blasphemy, drunkenness, and 
all manner of profligacy. In these ' revival ' times a number 
of the awakened, some of whom, perhaps, were ' cockei's' 
themselves, resolved on this occasion to make it a far 
different scene, and therefore invited several ministers to 
attend, and address the meeting against all manner of vice, 
and for the promotion of all manner of holiness. Tuesday 
was one of June's finest days — sky unclouded, son bril- 
liant, all nature laughing with joy, and 'heaven smiling 
o'er us.' The meeting was at ten o'clock a. m., and even at 
that early hour, crowds in all directions, and of all charac- 
ters — in many cases, from a distance of five or six miles 
— w^ere seen wending their way gladly to the Rock, and 
at one time there could not have been much Igrs than two 
llious;ind present. The meeting w:is ciirnestly and iisefiilly 
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addressed by four ministers, and piona prayers were offered 
up by fervent laymen. A most solemn impression was 
produced on all, from the gray-baired man of ninety to the 
meiTy child of a few years. Many of the old and young 
were deeply and visibly impressed by the Spirit's power; 
and altogether such a hallowed scene cannot fail to be ea- 
gi-aven on the heart of every beholder, for many a year, as 
it is believed several on that day coald there and then look 
u]) to heaven and say of Jesus — 

' Eotk of ages, cleft to:- me.' " 

A twelvemonth baa now elapsed since the blessing came 
npon the neighborhood of which such things have been 
recorded. Have the results disappointed expectation ? or 
has the impression died away with the occasion that gave it 
birth ? Let the following dispassionate statement, wiitten 
at the close of the past year, supply the answer. It is by 
the Rev. F. Buick : 

" When Barnabas visited Antioeh to see and report on 
the revival that had taken place there, it is said in the 
sacred history, ' When he came, and saw the grace of God, 
he was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of 
heart they would cleave unto the Lord.' This is the case 
with us. The grace of God is visible in its efi'ects in pro- 
ducing light and knowledge, prayer and praise, attendance 
on ordinances, holiness of life, and i-eformation of manners. 
Great gladness has been obtained by hundreds who have 
come to the enjoyment of pardon and peace, and ai-e now 
rejoicing in the Lord. Great gladness has been introduced 
into families. Men that were coai-se and savage, and a 
aonroe of untold misery to their wives, are now so altered, 
BO mild, so pleasant, so God-like, that the change in their 
domestic happiness is like heaven on the earth. The 
melody of joy and gladness is now heard in many families, 
just because they are families of the righteous. Through- 
out this privileged season there has been gi-eat gladness — 
higjier strains of praise in the church triumphant, on tJie 
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retara to the Lorcl of so many pi-orligala. Thero is great 
gladness in the church militant, because of the increased 
attendance in the conrta of the Lord's house, the lofty 
strains of her praise, the deep-toned earnestnesH of her 
services, and the life and power of her devotions, all of 
which have largely partaken of the revival. 

"It is truly astonishing to witness the deep solemnity 
which pervades the whole deportment of many who, before 
conversion, were regardless of divine things, and who even 
showed a positive aversion to them. Now their real ap- 
pearance is that of an all-peiTading seriousness. How 
they have been subdued, and changed, and solemnized 1 
Their growth in knowledge is rapid ; their love of the 
Bible is intense ; and it is marvellous to hear with what 
fluency, unction, and power, they can approach tho throne 
of gi'ace in prayer. They are called to be saints. 

"It is the general impression that a work of grace has 
been going on silently, and without observation, on the 
heart of hnndreds throughout the country, who have had 
no bodily prostrations. It is known by the feeling of deep 
solemnity that pervades the neighborhood, — by the vast 
increase of family religion, — by the absence of hitherto 
prevailing sina, — by the keeping up of prayer-meetings in 
almost every locality, — by the great increase in the attend- 
ance on the ordinances of God's house, — and by the large 
accessions which have been made to the communicants, 
roll in all the churches. The throe Presbyterian churches 
in Ahoghill are full;, and the Second and Tiiird are con- 
templating large additions to their accommodations." 
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Balltmetta is three miles distant from Ahoghill. It is 
one of the most flourishing inland towns in Ulster, with a 
population of about six thousand, and a principal seat of 
the linen trade. In this community the work began early 
in April. Amid a crowd of people on the mai-tet-day, 
according to the statement of the local journal, a strange 
phenomenon \7as witnessed: 

"A man, apparently about thirty years of age, formerly 
of Bailymena, and now resident in the neighborhood of 
Aboghill, suddenly fell upon his knees, and aiaj-med the 
entii-e neighborhood by loud and desperate cries, expres- 
sive of the most appalling agony. His despairing shouts 
"wei'e such as might be expected from a man who feit 
himself suddenly attacked, and sinking under the repeated 
and deadly stabs of an assassin. People ran to the spot 
from all directions, expecting to find that an unfortunate 
sufferer had become the victim of some ten-ible accident. 
The man continued hia cries for the space of about ten 
minutes, after which interval he became more composed ; 
and, being in a very weak and agitated state, he was 
assisted by some friends to the house of a relative in 
Bridge Street. On passing down Linen Hall Street he 
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waa repeatedly hoard to cxclaira, 'TJiieleanl unclean! — 
Lord, be merciful to me a sinner!' In the course of the 
evening he was visited by some religionsly disposed yoang 
men of the town, who prayed with him ; but a report of 
the result in this case has not reached us." 

I shall nan-ate the progress of the work in the words of 
a young fiiend resident on the spot, who took part in the 
movement in his native town, and who has supplied me 
with the following impressive statement : 

"The week which began with May 17 can never be 
forgotten, though it cannot easily be described. When 
the great outpouring came, worldly men were silent with 
an indefinite fear, and Chiiatians found themselves borne 
onward in the enn-ent, with scarce time for any feeling 
but the overpowering conviction that a gi'eat revival had 
come at last. Careless men were bowed in unaffected 
eai-nestness, and sobbed like children. Drunkards and 
boasting blasphemera were awed into solemnity and 
silence. Sabbath-sehool teachei-s and scholars became 
seekers of Christ together; and languid believers were 
stirred up to unusual exertion. There was great earnest- 
ness with all, and enthusiasm with some, biit little extrava^ 
gance or ridicule was known. Ministers who had oiten 
toiled in heartfelt sorrow suddenly found themselves beset 
by inquirers, and wholly unequal to the demands which 
were made. Every day many were hopefully conveited : 
passing through an ordeal of conviction more or less severe, 
to realize their gi-eat deliverance, and to throw themselves 
with every energy into the work of warning othera, or of 
leading them to the Lord. 

"All this came suddenly, and many thought it strange. 
It was little maiwel that the world was astonished, but the 
incredulous wonder of many Christians showed how much 
we needed a revival. We were astonished that God took 
us at our word, and sent at last the quickening grace for 
which ire liad been dreamily praying so long. The theory 
of asking sind receiving was common, but the getting of a 
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blessing for which there ■was no room was rai-e. The day- 
spring broke upon sleepers; there were few who could 
watt and watch with their unchanging Lord. ' Thy king- 
dom come' was familial-; bnt the coming kingdom was 
the wonder of the day. 

" It was in the opening summer that the revival came, 
when the darkness lingers so long at nightfall, and the 
bright mornings break so soon. Wc can remember how 
many lighted windows there were though the night was 
far gone, and how prayer-meetings were prolonged till the 
day had returned again. Every evening the churches were 
crowded, and famOy worehip became almost universal. In 
the country, lai'ge meetings were held in the open air, and 
hundreds were often visibly impressed by strong convic- 
tion. Part of the dinner-hour was generally devoted to 
singing and prayer, and the sound from numerous groups 
of woi'shippei's could be heard far at a distance as it was 
home on the summer breeze. Thousands of tracts were 
circulated and read with avidity, and long-cegleeted Biblea 
came into general use. The order of an accustomed for- 
mality waa gone; and while exhausted ministers were 
compelled to leave, the people reluctantly dispersed — 
some to pray over unimpressed friends, othei-s to feel the 
workings of an awakened conscience, and many to rejoice 
in their new liberty, and to glory in their King. 

" The process of conviction was greatly varied. In the 
lai^er number it was little observed, and not connected 
with any bodily affection. On some the conviction of real, 
present, terrible danger came like a thunderbolt, .^nd they 
were compelled to shout for mercy in total disregard of 
place or circumstances. Others were less violently im- 
pressed, and the evidence took the milder form of weeping. 
As a general rule, however, a deep anxiety was felt for a 
longer or shorter time before the crisis of strong convic- 
tion. The most hopeful were generally of the first or third 
class. The violent bodily paroxysm was felt usually by 
those who had been previously ignorant or openly im- 
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moral. In some cases it might ibe traced to mere sympa- 
thy, or to an exclusively physical agency, and the apparent 
reform was only temporary ; but in the great majority the 
change was lasting and deep. It ia not strange that the 
reason was occasionally affected for a time by those attacks, 
and that the health shared in the mental suffering. Many 
were thns instantly impressed who never attended any 
meeting at all, and othera at their usual employment. The 
great purpose seemingly intended by this special visitation 
was the arousing of others by direct appeal to their senses 
and it was completely accomplished. 

"The order of pracedui-e at the town meetings was 
little varied, yet the intereat never failed wliiie the sum- 
mer lasted. Each evening had its own incidents, but one 
general sketch may give an idea of all. 

"For some time before the appointed hour, many of tho 
yennger converts assemble to sing together some of the 
favorite hymns. A little later the people pour in rapidly, 
and soon every seat is occupied. We can, see men of 
business along with their workers, each in the usual attire 
of the day. A large proportion is made np of the scholars 
in the Sabbath-school, and of the lower classes, who were 
specially visited during the awakening. Some seem veiy 
anxious, and all ai-e solemn. On the faces of the I'cccnt 
converts there is such a beaming gladness that even a 
stranger can teil then" story at a look. 

"A few minutes after the single stroke of the hour is 
heard, the minister ascends the pulpit staira, and reads the 
opening psalm, which ia sung with thrilling fervency. The 
prayer which follows, bears gi'eatly on the three classes of 
worshippers, — the converted, the anxious, and the un- 
awakened, — and contains earnest pleadings for the Spirit's 
presence, and for the spread of the revival work. Very 
often, as the petition jjasses, there ia heard far above the 
speaker's voice, and then sounding in the solemn still- 
ness, the thrilling cry of some who were aiTcsted as tliey 
prayed. , And as many a conscience trembles at the arous- 
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ing call, others silently offer a prayer to the Great Physician 
of the eoul, that the broken-heaited penitent may eiyoy 
the healing of Hia grace. 

".The addresses which follow from lay members or others 
ave practical and earaest. The master-truths pressed home 
are, the guDt and danger of every unconverted listener,' 
and the full and present salvation of Jesns. By way of 
illustration, recent incidents ai'e quoted, and each is 
brought to bear on the pressing appeal. At the close, the 
leader usnally gives a short summary of the revival prog- 
ress in the surrounding districts, and then reads the first 
line of the fitvorite hymn, 'What's the News?' As the 
closing vei-se is sung, few are silent or unmoved — 

' And then, if any one should say, 

Wint 's die news ? — what 'a the nciTs ? 
Oh ! tell them you 've begun to pray — 

That's the news 1 that's the news 1 
That you have joined the conqnoring band. 
And now with joy, at God's command, 
you 'ro marching to the better land — 

That 's the news I that 'a the news 1 ' 

Then follows the clo'iing prayer, and the benediction. On 
several occasions this had to be pronounced twice, and, 
though at midnight, all had not dispersed. 

" Many strange relations are connected with this period, 
when thousands were set free from the bondage of evil. 
Some have escaped so gently, that they scarce knew when 
their chfuns fell, and the freedom came. Othei-s have 
writhed and stru^led in their bonds so long, that i-eason 
almost sunk in the strife. We have heard of some who 
wandered about in morbid gloominess for months, while 
on a brother or sister the light has broken in a day. One 
can tell Viow he has hardly been saved from his diabolical 
enemy, whom a racked imagination made almost visible ; 
and another can speak of nothing but the story of a won- 
drous Deliverer, and how He brought light and liberty to 
the darkened soul. When the mind has been stored by 
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previoiis training, there is neecled only tlie quickening 
life; but when conviction of peril finds no trust to fall back 
upon, there ie a feai'ful gi-oping in darkness and in doubt. 
This brings us many lessons in reference to the early 
teaching of the elements of truth. These life-seeds cannot 
perish ; they lie till the life swells them, and the spring- 
time of the soul conies round. ' God's Word,' says Samuel 
Rutherford, 'will come to God's harvest.' The psalms 
and lessons of the Sabbath-class have been reproduced eo 
clearly, that many thought the revival miraculous. A 
minister was astonished to hear a woman of his chaise, 
who had been convicted, repeat with great feeling and 
striking accuracy the instructions of a communion class at 
which he had labored about thirty years before. This 
quietening of the memory brings back the truth, when 
every nerve is strained in the grasping after safety, and 
fits workers for their duty when the need is felt. Sabbath- 
school teachers! do not neglect this patient, painstaking 
labor. Fill the mind with truth. This light from heaven 
is the best safeguard ag^nst eiTor on earth. 

"Another lesson may be Inserted here. It is the power 
of ui^ent, personal dealing. We who work for the Master 
are too slack and listless with perishing men. 

" A young man who had been savingly changed, felt 
shortly afterwards a strong desire to visit his brother, who 
lived near. This drawing he could not explain, but it was 
too strong to be resisted, and accordingly he set out under 
the conviction that there was a work before him to be done. 
When he arrived, his message was soon told. He spoke 
of the change which had passed upon his own soul, and 
pressed the great salvation on the acceptance of all who 
heard. Still his brother was unmoved. ' You need not 
speak to me about these things,' he said ; 'I have heard of 
them long before.' But the messenger pleaded on, and 
could not return. When the evening drew on they were 
tf'gether atone, and again the same arguments were used, 
but seemingly with little prospect of good. At length. 
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when the night was far gone, he almost began to despair 
of present success, and arose to go ; but be could not leave. 
Again he returned to prayer and pleading, and before the 
morning broke, his brother was convicted by bis side. 

" Christ has said, 'Strive to enter in.' This is a struggle 
for a crown, but the crown gained does not end the 
struggle. If yon have got the life within your own sou!, 
it will be commended to the soul of your neighbor too. It 
is in the glow of tlie first love that there is the unwearying 
pereiatence of earnestness. When one is converted in a 
family, he becomes a fireside preacher, and is often the 
means of bringing others to the Lord. It is to this out- 
going of love that many owe the safety that is enjoyed 
to-day, 

"We can see fruits of the great quickening in every 
class. This work of the Lord is good, and it ia pleasant to 
trace out its beanties. We insei-t three ty^DC cases, not be- 
cause they are rare, but that they are common, and so far 
the more truthful as examples here. 

" The first leads as to a laborer's home. Ho was a rough, 
untutored man, of a quiet temperament, but occasionally 
falhng into fits of intoxication, and seldom seen at the 
church The two children who remained at home were 
gieitly nncared for; and his wife, a delicate woman, busy 
m the veiitious striving with her bnsband's errore, and 
the woild 3 demands. This home and its inmates has- a 
parallel in thousands around. 

"It was towards the summer's close that a visitor en- 
tered, whose presence brings liberty and life. That woman 
is careworn still, but the world's care is gone. She has 
often said, ' The toiling and striving is nothing to me now ; 
I am trusting that the Lord will ^ve us ail we need ; hut 
it cuts me to the heai't when I hear others denying His 
name.' One of the children baa been hopefully changed, 
and one is a burden for the family prayer. Their father 
has become a total abstainer, and, we believe, an earnest, 
humble Christian. Tlie liome is pour still, for a severe 
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winter hae pressed its inmatea closely; but they ai-o rich 
with God'a treaaare in heaveii. 

"The subject of the eeconcl case was an occasional Sab- 
bath-school teacher. He was amiable, moral, and well 
instraoted, fully np to the world's idea of a Christian. He 
may stand as a type of that great class of fi'iends and 
acquaintances, of whom we hope good things, but for whom 
we have sometimes to fear. 

" About a year before the revival came, the subject of 
peraonal religion had been brought before him. He was 
interested for the time, and somewhat alarmed ; but the 
drawings of the Spirit were overborne, and he became 
more regardless than before. The course which branched 
off here has been the fnneral way of many an Immortal. 
When Christ is refused as a living Loi-d, the cori-uption of 
mind and spirit is not long delayed. Whatever bands are 
round a young man's heai-t, if the cords of God's love keep 
it not, he will soon fall in with the notion of the fool. To 
keep God out of the heart is, in the main, one with saying 
tJiere is no God at all. 

" It soon came to this, that there was nothing but a thin 
veil of profession between the inward infidelity and the 
outer world. Still the working Spirit was not gone. Some- 
times the old anxiety returned, and there was a week of 
apprehension and earnest pi-ayer. At length, when the 
revival came, the former impressions came back with re- 
newed power. There was a lessened striving once more 
with the urgent Saviour; but the time of deliverance was 

" The passnig woi-d of a minister helped to hasten the 
change. It was a warning against allowing the special 
quickening to pass unimproved. A day later, the absorb- 
ing feeling possessed the whole mind, and sleep was hardly 
known. The gray dawn of the following morning was 
breaking when he rose in restless anxiety, the more easily 
to pass the weary houi-s till another day was gone. Before 
the evening fcll, tliat fenr wns ca-st away forever. T)i a 
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meeting held about mid-day, peace was fonnd, and. the 
BtvHggle closed. Henceforth opened the new life, with the 
prospect of ending in tlie eliosen ministry of the tiiith. 

" The third case is that of a little Sahbath-Bcholar, whose 
heart the Lord touched. The fact of his conversion is 
inserted only to introduce the extract which follows, and 
which is pai't of a letter written to hie teacher not long 
ago. It speaks much of the work in the heart, and of the 
Worker there : 

'"I must now proceed to relate some of my own per- 
sonal experience, which is the most difficult of all to de- 
scribe, because, as I said before, I am not accustomed to 
writing letters. 

" ' I feel ray heart vei-y deceitful, and desperately wicked. 
My love is sometimes very cold. My faith is often very 
weak, and overcome by the temptations of Satan, I cannot 
do my duty to God and my fellow-man aright.- Sometimes 
I can hardly pray, my thoughts wander so, and I am so 
much cast down in spirit. My walk and conversation i? 
very often not consistent with what I profess;,! dp not 
walk worthy of the high vocation wherewith I am called. 
I am afraid that I am not looking enough to Jesus, who is 
the Author and Finisher of our faith ; that I am not run- 
ning the race with patience which is set before me. I have 
made, indeed, but very little progress in holiness ; foi', so 
for, I am only a babe in Christ. To say it in shoi-t, I am 
nothing but a poor Christian. 

" ' But I have great reason to be thankful that He has 
granted some manifestations of Himself to me. My faith 
grows stronger every day, I see that the eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and that His ears are open to their 
cry. There is one thing which is very strange to me — 
perhaps it is not so with those who are more advanced in 
grace— that when I am meditating on God's Word, per- 
haps on the portion that I have in the morning i-ead, or on 
the death and sufferings of Christ, .ray heart becomes full 
of love to the Saviour, I feel the very earnest of His Spiiit, 
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wliich enables mo to bear the cross more patiently^ and 
leads me to liope tbat I shall yet wear the crown. I do 
not trust to my feelings now as formei'ly. I see that it is a 
very easy thing to trust my soul into the hands of a loving 
Saviour. This is but a short siimmaiy of my experience j 
I would like very much to continue it if I could.' 

" The teacher to whom this was written, is the writer 
now. We thank God that He has given a dear brother 
such grace as we- now witness to the world. Reader, is 
there nothing here for your soul to-day? 

"filled with such incidents, the summer and autumn 
months passed by. Aa the work progressed, every rank 
felt its power, and shared in its good fruits. The laboring 
classes were first and largely impressed ; but the awakening 
seemed as great among the rich and respectable. Among 
the young, there has been a decided and special quicken- 
ing. In a denominational point of view, no church has 
been so favored as the Calvinistio Presbyterian, though 
sectarian differences have been greatly overlooked. . Many 
Unitarians and Roman Catholics were convinced of tlieir 
eiTors, and hopefully changed. It would be unti-ue, on the 
one hand, to describe the sudden and complete check 
which was ^ven to current vice as a lasting change ; and 
unjust, o'n the other, to consider the reflux of the inter- 
rupted current as an evidetice of universal defection. 
Deep, real, enduring the work has been. A few abuses we 
admit, but unnumbered bles.?ings we maintain. Christ's 
credit is in it, and He will guard His own. 

"Aa we write, 1859 is almost by. Up to this day thei-o 
is a continued earnestness and growing zeal. Some have 
shown that their profession was false, but their number ia 
small now, and their evidences, in the main, wei-e never 
clear. The actual good is less noticed by men, because 
the larger proportion of i-eal converts were not openly 
immoral before. The greatest blessing is not the blessing 
seen, though there is enough to disprove every doubtei', 
Sabbath-schools have been increased and iuvigorat-ed. A 



A.oogic 



68 THE iiEVlVAL IN ITS DEVJiL01'MH:>fT. 

town mission has been instituted. Prayer-meetings are 
very numerous, and family woi-ship generally observed. 
ChnTOh accommodation has been aJmost universally found 
insufficient, while the off-setting resorts of pleasure are 
gi-eatly deserted. -Though tbe bursting rash of the life- 
spring is lessened, its calm, deep flow runs on in a widen- 
ing stream. 

"There are two ways of closing a revival story. On 
man's side, the fittest response is a univereal doxology; 
but the word of the Glorified brings a lesson to the heart. 
Gently reproving past indiiference, He says, '0 ye of 
little faith, wherefore did ye doubt?' Hei'O is another 
plea for nnfearing confidence. Who will not profit by the 
lesson, and attswek to the call ? " 

"We have already seen that a peculiar impetus was ^ven 
to the movement in another district by the bodily affec- 
tions, the report of which was extensively noised abroad. 
So also was it in Ballymena. 

The following, among other instances, is narrated by 
Mr, Dill, as having failen under his pastoral cognizance : 

'^Jime 9. On returning home to-day, found an urgent 
message from a respectable member of my congregation, 
who wished to see me immediately. I at onoe proceeded 
to his house, and found him engaged in his daily avoca- 
tions. Quitting them at once, he came and sat down with 
me in his parlor. In reply to my inquines, he gave me a 
very fall account of the state through which he had passed. 
'I may tell you,' said he, 'that from the beginning of the 
revival I put no belief in these cases of conviction. I 
attributed them to nervousness brought on by fear, or 
excitement produced by attending large meetings, and 
listening to terrifying addresses; yet I attended every 
meeting within reach, and heard all the addresses, and 
sermons, and prayei-s that were delivered at them, both by 
ministers and laymen. I was also witness to a gi-eat num- 
ber of cases in various stages. Still no impression was 
made on my own inind, and I saw no reason to change my 
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Opinion i-eepecting the movement as originating in excite- 
ment. Happening, however, to be acquainted with one 
of the young men who had assisted at a meeting on the 
previoua evening, I invited him to breakfast on the follow- 
ing morning. Before leaving, I asked him to conduct 
family worahip. His i>rayer was not at all of an esdting 
character, but plain and scriptural, and uttered in a quiet, 
earnest tone. While I was on my knees, I began to feel 
myself o))preased by an overpowering weight crushing me 
down to the eai'th. I tried to pray, but had no heart for 
it, and no utterance. I felt as if I was ready to burst. 
For a long time I couM get no relief; but at length I 
found some libejty in prayer, and was enabled to trust in 
Jesus for pardon and salvation. Teai'S also came to my 
reiie^ although I never remember to have shed a tear 
before. This crushing weight and agony of mind returned 
upon me once again, but again I found comfort and peace 
in believing prayer ; and I bless God that I can now take 
the Lord Jesus as "all my salvation and all my desire."' 
I ventured to ask him if he had seen any visions, when he 
i-eplled, ' No, nothing of the kind, and I lay no stress on 
bodily affection. I can't account for it. Doubtless it 
must have been from the hand of God, but I look entirely 
to his dealings with my soul.' — 'And what,' said I, 'do you 
think now of alt your former professions ? ' — ' All a worth- 
less form. You know how regular I was in attendance 6n 
public worahip, and the other ordinances of religion. I 
was doing all I could, and thought myself a very good 
Christian ; but I now find that I was going about to estab- 
lish my own righteousness, and that I had not submitted 
myself to the i-ighteousnesa which is of God by fiiith.' He 
added, with passionate energy, 'I never knew myself 
before, I knew well enough when I committed actual sin, 
but I never thought of the sin of the heart — of the sin of 
unbelief. I never prayed one prayer tilt now. I never 
undei-Rtood the Word of God tilt now ; T never knew Christ 
till now; and though I am not so happy or rejoicing as 
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others seem to be, I wonlcT not part with my interest in 
Cbrist, no, not for ten thousand worlcls ! ' We sang and 
prayed, and I left him in a calm and peacefiil state of mind," 

The subjoined statement by the same hand on the phys- 
ical manifestations, is valuable as the recoi-ded judgment 
of one of the most judicious members of the Presbyterian 
Church, pronounced at an early period in the history of 
the awakening: 

" It appears to me that in ail these cases there are two 
things to be considered — one, the 5of?)?(/ affection; the 
other, the spiritual change. The formei is move likely to 
draw the attention of the curious onlookei, and often to 
eJioit the silly or heartless comment of those who are 
wholly incompetent to give an opinion on the subject. 
The latter will he eagerly fixed upon by the children of 
God, that, apart from all its accidents or accompaniments, 
it may be made the subject of heartfelt gratitude and praise. 
For wise and gracious purposes, no doabt, it has pleased 
' the Lord to come out of his place,' and awaken souls, at 
this time, in a very peculiar and remarkable manner. One 
of these purposes has been already largely accomplished 
before our eyes ; and that is, the convincing of an ungodly 
■world of the truth and reality of Divine influences upon 
the soul, and through them, of the conversion of the heart 
to God, How many multitudes were uttering the credo, 
' I believe in the Holy Ghost,' without ever thinking of the 
meaning of the words 1 An icy incrustation of formality 
seemed to have gathered over the veiy waters of life, and 
it i-equired an almighty power to break it up before the 
thirsty soul could obtain a draught. So inveterate was 
the practical unbelief of a gospel-hardened people, that one 
might have siud to them, 'Except ye see signs and won- 
ders, ye will not believe,' Such signs and wonders God 
has been pleased to work, not miraculously, but most 
mysteriously. Of course no enlightened Christian will 
regard a mere bodily affection as any evidence of a work 
of grace in the sou!. Facts wliich Iiave come under my 
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own observation, even though the Seviptures had been 
silent as to the marks and graces of i-egeneratiou, would 
refute such a theory. Still, it cannot be denied that thesa 
bodily affections are connected in some way with the 
influence of the Divine truth upon the mind, and are 
invariably marked by an an controllable impulse to pray. 
..... I do not deny the existence of nei-voua excite- 
ment, or that it ia much promoted by the power of social 
sympathy; bnt I emphatically deny that the ori^n of the 
movement is to be accounted for in this way, or that, even 
now, these are anything more than accompaniments of it 
— the bubbles and foam upon the surface of a deep and 
mighty river. 

" Further, it is a total mistake to suppose that the agita- 
tions, either of mind or body, have been usually produced 
hy fear. Mj experience is, that alarming truths have not 
been the ordinai-y or most effective instrument in this 
work. The story of the Ci'oss, told in the simplest lan- 
guage, has proved itself as of old, to be the ' power of 
God.' Again and again have I heard the same account 
from the penitent's lips. One woman, whose heart the 
Lord was pleased to touch, whilst I was addressing a few 
quiet words to some peraons gathered together in a coun- 
try-house, afterwards took great pains to assure me. that 
she had not been terrified or alarmed by anything I had 
said. ' What was it, then,' said I, ' that so affected you ? ' 
'I felt,' she replied, 'that they ivere my sins that had 
nailed the Saviour to the cross — that "Ho was wounded 
for my transgressions, and bruised for mine iniquities." 
It was for this I grieved, and not from any fear of punish- 
ment. ' " 

Reserving for the present any discussion respecting the 
physical phenomena and the explanations of them, it may 
not be out of place, before proceeding further, to refer to 
Borne of their characteristic features. Others were super- 
added subsequently, to which we shall necessarily advert 
in the course of our uaiTativc. 
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It may be obseiTed generally, that bo far as can be gath- 
ered of the gi'eat majoi-ityof cases, they have been preceded 
for a longer or shorter period by an agonizing sense of sin ; 
sometimes lying dully on the conscience for weeks and 
months together, sometimes overwhelming as in a moment 
by its intolerable pressure, and yiolently demonstrative in 
its manifestations. The physical prostration itself has 
taken place under every possible variety of circumstances 
— at home, abroad, in the church, and in the market-place ; 
in the crowded meeting, and the seclusion of retirement. 
One is stricken as he plies the shuttle or the loom; another 
as his eye falls upon some familiar passage, or his ear is 
arrested by some oft-repeated invitation of the Word ; a 
third while he is engaged in secret meditation or prayer, 
"I have known the case of a man," says the Rev. John 
Macnavtgbtan, of Belfast, referring to another clas8_ of 
instances, after his visit to Ballymena, " going home from 
tlie market after he had sold his produce, pacing along 
the road-side, and counting his money to see whether it 
was all right, when he sunk down as if sun-stj-uck, and bis 
money was scattered on the road." 

Of the several stages in the experience of those who 
have been the subjects of physical prosti'ation, the Jirsi is 
characterized by an awful apprehension of impending evil, 
a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
accompanied by a crushing pressure on the region of the 
heai-t, inducing the loud despairing cry, or the groan of 
agony. In this state the sufferer is overwhelmed as by 
the billows of the Divine wrath, so that human help is for 
the time of no avsul, and all that man can do is to await 
the issue, committing it to Him who causeth light to arise 
in the darkness. Then is the period also of fierce wrestling, 
real or imagined, with the evil one, whose personality is 
apprehended with tenible distinctness, insomuch that the 
soul is as an arena in which a death-struggle is being car- 
ried on between the powers of light and darkness. 

In the second stage, which is generally very swdden in 
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its development, there is a transition from the deep de- 
preasioii before esperienced to a calmer state of feeling, 
and some object, earnestly desired and longed for, stands 
ont before the view ; — the intensity of the mind's gaze 
being such that no human presence, although many may 
be intently w^ting by, is realized. It is a sort of waking 
dream, in which the steadfast countenance and upturned 
eye denote the character of the inwai-d exercise. Tlie 
laboring cheat no longer heaves under its oppressive bur- 
den ; there is a snbsideuce of the sob, the groan, the wail 
of lamentation, and the cold damps are passing off the 
brow. The arms that tossed about so wildlyj are now 
stretched forth as if to embrace the prized and cherished 
object, and utterances like these drop from the lips in melt- 
ing cadence : " O blessed Jesus, come ! Thou art my hope, 
my life, my all ! wash me in Thy most precious blood 1 
take away this filthy garment, and cover me with Thine 
own pare righteousness ! " Or, more affecting still, as in the 
case of that little girl, but eight years old, who exclaimed 
imploringly, in her native patois, " O Christ, come to me ! 
and when you come, oh dinna lea' me, but aye stay wi' me." 
It is in this stage tliat images flit before the mind with all 
the vividness of reality, and aa if possessed of shape and 
substance; — insomuch that the person, subsequently re- 
fenlng to his experience, will speak as if he had seen the 
dread realities of heaven or hell, although assured on calm 
reflection that the objects before his vision have only been 
his own thoughts embodied in that form. 

And now a ihird experience ensues. It is that of sensi- 
ble i-elief, a lightsome and liberated feeling, of which the 
chief ingredient is the assurance of foi^iveness prompt- 
ing to the outbui-st of rapturous praise. The fountains of 
the soul seem to be opened, and forth flows, in anrestrained 
exuberance, the gushing fulness of its joy. The bodily 
sensations correspond with the inwavd ecstasy, and even 
the plainest features glow as with an unearthly beauty. 
Tlie heavy load, the incubus that weighed down all the 
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spirit's ener^es, is lifted oS, and tbere is a buoyancy and 
elasticity proportionate to the depressing burden. The 
new-born happiness seeks audible expression. The lan- 
guage of the lips is al! in unison with the serenity that 
reigns within. "Christ and Ilim crucified" being once 
apprehended, the grand, the dominant desire is to com- 
mend Him to all around. How often, then, are heard 
such woi-ds as those in which a Sabbath-school ^rl, some 
thirteen years of age, was addressing her little companions, 
by her bedside, as she lay in much exhaustion afier a sea- 
son of mental agony, while a gleam of spiritual joy played 
over her pale countenance : 'O Annie ! O Jane, dear ! come 
to Jesus ! He '11 not put you away. Oh, give Him your 
heai't, give Him all your heart, and He 'II take away all 
your sins, and male you as happy as He has made me! Oh 
that all the sinners about here would come to Him 1 He 
has room for them all. He would save them all." 

To the above may be added a fourth stage in the pros- 
tration, namely, the languor and exhaustion which are the 
natural reaction from the intense excitement by which the 
frame has been agitated, and by reason of which not only 
delicate females, but strong and stalwart men, have often 
been for days unfitted for any manner of work. 

Such bodily affeotiona were almost nniveraaUy associated 
with the awakening, when, for the fii-st time, it appeared in 
any neighborhood; aJthongh in many places the work pro- 
ceeded most satisfactorily without their presence, and they 
generally subsided as it advanced. From their novelty 
and publicity they naturally attracted a large share of at- 
tention, serving, no doubt, an important purpose, but often 
stimulating an idle curiosity, and in the case of the unedu- 
cated and ill-informed, leading to a confounding of the 
spiritual process with the physiological characteristics by 
which it was accompanied. Thei-e have been from the 
outset unreal cases presenting similar appearances, to 
which we shall advert hei'eafter. 
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"WiTiiTN about three miles of Ballymcna stands the vil- 
lage of Bj-ouglishaue, the centre of a densely inhabited 
and almost exclusively Pi-eebyterian district. At an early 
period, the awakening spread in that direction. One 
morning a number of young women wej-e affected in a 
spinning factory hard by. Immediately intense excite- 
ment spread among tbe workers, and within an hour 
twenty or thirty persons, of both sexes, were laid pros- 
trate. The business of the entire establishment was inter- 
rupted, and, as a matter of necessity, it was closed. When 
reSpened two days aiier, nearly half the usual hands were 
absent. About the same time, a congregation of several 
thousands assembled in the open air, in front of tiie Pres- 
byterian church, and the services were not concluded till 
an advanced period of the evening. In the village itsel:^ 
and all the country round, such meetings were of frequent 
ocearrence throughout the summer months, and hundreds, 
there is reason to believe, were brought in connection 
with them under the power of a Divine influence. 

A visitor, at the beginning of the awakening, thus de- 
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scribes the presence and address of a Broughshane convert 
at a meeting in a quaiTy pit, at whicli there were several 
thousands in attendance ; 

" Near the end of tlie preaching, one old man stood np 
to address the maltitude. He was a remarlcable-Jooking 
man. I was beside him before he rose. A dealer in rags 
would not have given more than sixpence for all the 
clothes he had on his person. He bore the marks and to- 
kens of a 'hard liver,' a confirmed drunkard. He spoke 
something to the following effect, as nearly aa I can re- 
member : — ' Gentlemen,' and he trembled as he spoke, — 
' gentlemen, I appear before you this day as a vile sinner. 
Many of you know me; yon have but to look at me, and 
recognize the profligate of Broughshane, Yon know I 
was an old man, hardened in sin ; you know I was a ser- 
vant of the devil, and he led me by that instrument of 
his, the spirit of the barley. I brought my wife and fam- 
ily to beggary more than fifty yeai-s ago ; in short, I defy 
the townland of Broughshane to produce my equal in 
profligacy, or any sin whatever. But ah, gentlemen, I 
have seen Jesus ; I was born again on last niglit week ; I 
am, therefore, a week old to-day, or about. My heavy and 
enoi-mous sin is all gone; the Lord Jesus took it away; 
and I stand before you this day, not only a pattern of 
profligacy, but a monument of tho perfect grace of God ! 
I stand here to tell you that God's work on Calvary is per- 
fect; yes, I have proved it, His work is perfect. He is not 
like an architect who makes a drawing of a building, and 
then he looks at it, and he takes out this line and tliat, or 
makes some other alteration, and frequently alters all hia 
plan, and even when the building is going on, he makes 
some other change ; but God drew out the plan of salva- 
tion, and it was complete, and He carried it ont with Hia 
blessed Son Jesua; and it is all perfect, for had it not been 
so, it would not have been capable of reaching the depth 
of iniquity of——, the proiligato nailer of Broughshane.'" 

"It was towards t'no end of May 1859," says the Rev. 
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H. W. Carson, " tliat the first symptoms of the great awak- 
ening began to discover themselves in the parishes of 
Loehgaile, Kilraughts, and Dunaughy. 

" The fii-st in these parts deeply moved about her sins 
and eternal interests, was a middle-^ed ■woman. After 
six years' absence from the house of God, she felt a sudden 
inclination to return. The Word of God that Sabbath 
proved sharper than a two-edged sword. Her distress of 
mind grew deep, and never shall I foi^et the pictui'e of 
misery she presented, as I found her sitting by the road- 
side wringing her hands, and with upturned, tear-dimmed 
eyes, suing for mercy. Her sins were indeed many and 
dark, but she never saw them before in the same colors. 
Let us trust we can add, ' Her sins, which were many, have 
been forgiven her.' This woman may be regarded as the 
type of a large number who have passed ' through fire and 
through water into a wealthy place.' 

" No doubt the Lord drew not a few gently under the 
shadow of His cross. There was a youth of fourteen who 
attended a monster prayer-meeting in the village of Clougli- 
mills, when there could not have been less than two thou- 
sand present, and when the an'ows of the King flew thick, 
so that many fell down before Him in penitence ; and, as 
he afterwards related, he felt his heart opening to Christ, 
while teai-s flooded his eyes. Another, somewhat older, 
who has since often told the stoiy of his conversion, and 
earnestly invited othere to taste the grace that was so 
abundant to himself, acknowledged, 'Oh, He drew me in 
gentleness and love!' The hearts of these youths, and 
others like them, opened like the leaves of a rose to the 
light of morning. Sitting in the sanctuai-y ere the exer- 
cises commenced, a middle-aged man began to think of the 
blood of Christ (to. use his own description of his blessed 
experience), thonght he saw blood, and then his heart, in a 
stream, flowed towards Christ. He went quietly home, 
retired to thank God for the revelation of His Son in him, 
and soon began to experience joy unntterahle. His excla- 
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mation, on first meeting me ailerwards, was, ' Lovely ! 
lovely!'— 'Wbat?' said I. He replied, ' Jesus is loveij,' 
This was indeed a revival, or a vivid rovelation of Divine 
things. The man had spoken of Christ, thought of Christ, 
but never before had he such a clear and lively impression 
of Chiist. He was ever to him an historical personage, 
but now He is a living reality with hiin, on the light hand 
and on the left. 

" But while these were drawn gently, God dealt diifer- 
ently in the majority of conversions. Most passed through 
a terrible ordeal, and received, like Biinyan, a fiery baptism. 
Spectral-like, their sins affrighted them ; millstone-like, 
their sins pressed them down. As the prisoner in the 
dock, hearing his sentence, and realizing hia awful death, 
has been known to shrink and swoon away, so, awakening 
to a sense of their condition, beholding the pit opening, 
and devils come to drag their souls away, they have 
uttered doleful cries, heartrending shrieks. They have 
been carried out from the church ; we have followed tliem 
to the green, and marked the writhings of the body, ex- 
pressive of the commotion within ; and we i-emembei-, 
while standing over the quivering frame of a youth, a eon- 
vert, turning roand to a stout man, a somewhat unmoved 
spectator of the scene, and saying, ' If sin does that in one 
so young, what must it do in the like of you, sir ? ' 

" We do not affirm that all such proati'ations were the 
fruits of saving, powerful convictions. On the contrary, 
in some cases these manifestations were the result of tJic 
workings of natural conscience, excited, as it must have 
been, by the awe-inspiring accompaniments of the revival, 
like a frozen snake brought near the fire. But, in most 
instances, conviction has been the bud which has passed 
into the fruit of conversion, — the tide that has floated the 
stranded vessel off" the sands, — John the Baptist prepar- 
ing a highway for the Lord. We have now in our eye a 
girl, who, while walking in a field near her father's house, 
was visited with the Spirit. Iler piercing ones attracted 
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a iioigiibov to the spot. He thought some eerioue accident 
had befallen her ; but no, the fear of hell, had taken hold 
upon her. She was carried home, lay in bed for three days 
sobbing and sighing, till light dawned upon her darkness, 
and she began to tell her father and mother and friends 
what great things the Lord had done for her. I saw in 
her hazard face the marks of the trial ; but no more were 
they to be regretted than would have been the mai-ks of 
the angel that hui-ried Lot out of doomed Sodom, had he 
loft on his person the evidences of his firm and unrelent- 
ing grasp. 

" The next st£^e in the spiritual history of the converts, 
as noted by us, has been frequently that of severe mental 
struggle with infernal power. Satan, tenacious with his 
prey, has contended with the Saviour, and in the rage of 
disappointment and mortification of defeat, has thrown 
down, as in the days of Christ's sojourn on earth, the sin- 
ner coming ; yea, has toi'n him in expulsion. Some do not 
believe in a personal devil, bat there was strong evidence 
from the lips of converts. One told me how he had tor- 
mented her repeatedly, ' How do you act in such circum- 
stances?' I asked. 'Oh,' said she, 'I fly to Jesus and 
pray.' She knew the secret of victory over her ghostly 
advei-sary. I remember standing over one whose soul 
seemed to us the most interesting of battle-fields ; for we 
had reason to believe it was the scene of encounter be- 
tween Christ and the evil one. The party lay with closed 
eyes, discolored face, and twitching nerves, and, as she 
continned in this state, we heai'd her muttering, ' Satan, 
Satan,' and as the fit grew less violent, and the struggle 
seemed drawing to a close, and a happy issue, her ejacula- 
tion was, ' Oh, but the light of heaven is bonny ! ' For days, 
for weeks, we have known parties suifering distracting 
fears and doubts. At last came relief in the consolations 
of the Holy Spirit, — in the sweet whisper of peace. It 
was perhaps while singing the 40th Psalm (which was siieh 
a fiivorite, and into the meaning of which so many hearts 
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flew), or while some Baraabas, some good man who went 
from house to bouse, reading such passages as ' Let not 
your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe also in 
me ! ' even then the means wore blessed, and souls could 
bless God who comfortelh in all tribulation. Like the 
disciples in the stoi-m, they were agreeably surprised by 
Jesus drawing near, hushing the winds, calming the waves, 
and diffusing a great calm. Jesus! — oh, how we have 
found the mention of that name sufficient to extract the 
an-ows from guilty bosoms ! And then the peat^e, and joy, 
and happiness that took possession of tempest-tossed souls 
were unutterable. I have seen the joy spai-kling in the 
eye, or expressed by clapping of hands, and heard one 
say he wonid not barter his peace for all the oi-owns of the 
globe, 

" It is not, however, mei-e feeling which distinguishes 
these individuals ; their spirit, their lives, their walk be- 
speak the marvellous revolution in their history. Is love 
to the B'bl a p f of conversion? There is one who 
keeps it t h j 11 another who carries it in hie pocket, 
for a hi d gl n mid the business of the field. The 
summe b f It, a bog, were seen, in the hands of 
different i t wl 1 resting from the labor of cutting 
turf, fiv p k f Is; last summer there were as many 
Bibles their companions in toil. Is fellowship with one 
another, another mark of grace ? Numerous are the little 
prayer-meetings held in the cottages where neighbora 
assemble to read and pray with one another. A minister's 
steps, as be travels through the country, are repeatedly 
arrested by 'the grave, sweet melody' from some humble 
abode, where 'they that fear the Lord speak often one to 
another,' Is love of the Sabbath another evidence of con- 
version? One told me she longed for the return of the 
holy day, and Sabbath moi-ning was the pleasantest of the 
whole week. Is liberality to missions another token of 
grace? There is a poor farmer who once gave only his 
sixpence on a day of missionary contribution, but now ho 
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Jays down his pound-note, and feela it more blesaed to ^ve 
than to receive. It was thought this was done out of 
gi-atitnde to God for reclaiming a -vicious son. This may 
have been one reason, but the chief reason is that his own 
once niggard heart has been enlarged — his once close 
hand has been opened by the Spirit of God. You could 
not converae four minutes with the man without finding his 
speecli bewraying him and marking his dignity. Are daily 
communings with the Most High significant of conversion? 
There are fifty houses which a heathen might have visited, 
and only discovered their inmates not to be heathens by 
the absence of everything like heathen devotion; lot now 
they are 'the tabernacles of the righteous, in which is 
heard the voice of joy and rejoicing.' Morning and even- 
ing, incense arise therein to God. Salvation has come 
to these houses. There are swearers whose tongues now 
bless, and eui'se not. There are drunkai'ds reclaimed by 
something more potent than the pledge; their biiraing 
lust has been cooled by the blood of the Cross; and not 
a few of these lift a warning voice among us against what 
they call invariably the deviPs cup. So strong is the testi- 
mony borne by the Spirit agiunst the use of intoxicating 
drinks, that four public-houses in the parish have closed, 
and those publicans who remain in the trade find their 
occupation almost gone. I know one who, some months 
ago, heartily euvsed the i-evival and the prayer-meetings, 
for 'they had done him up,' The Sabbath, as might be 
expected, is a calmer, holier day. Fields and houses where 
once was heard unseemly carousal, ai-e now quiet, Sabbath- 
like. Many who once swelled the daring herd of violators 
of the holy day now go with the mnititude who keep it 
holy, and help to augment the wondroasly increased con- 
gTegations of these parishes. 

"Such, then, are the trophies of the revival — the glory 
of Christ — the monuments of the Spirit's work. Nor have 
we yet told the half of His doinj^, nor shown forth a tithe 
of His pi'aise. There is a host of Ijelievers wlio are quick- 
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ened afi'esh. Once they were dull in prayer, but now how 
fervent ! once carele^ in meditation, but now how eai'nest 1 
once lax in efforts to spread Christ's gospel, but now how 
energetic! The holy fire has thawed the icy bonds of 
worldliuess and carnality, and they ai'e now full of holy 
zeal. Once they were like invalids — their religion feeble 
and sickly ; now they are like patients restored to health 
aad activity. Once their gi-aces were like drooping flowers 
in a parched garden, but now they are invigorated beneath 
the genial influences of heaven. How a minister in a 
course of visitations is agreeably surprised by a believer un- 
bosoming his happy experience 1 One perhaps meets him, 
and says, 'Ob, sir, I was once complaining, "My leannessl" 
but DOW worm Jacob can thrash the mountains.' Another, 
he flnda, who had been long walking in doubt and dark- 
ness, has had the fogs dissipated by the rising of the Sun 
of righteousness on his soul. A voice said, 'I am thy 
salvation,' and he has been delivered oat of the jail of 
fear and despair. How a minister, too, finds fresh cause 
of gratitude in discovering some poor sinner, of whose 
conversion there has not been a word, because not affected 
publicly, and with striking signs, but who nevertheless is 
among the ransomed of the Lord, returning to ZioH. 
There are jewels of this description hidden in obscunty, 
like pearls iyiug at the bottom of the ocean ; and they will 
not be fully known till that day when the Lord makes up 
His jewels, and when nobles, kings, and queens will give 
more than all they ever gloried in to stand in the shoes of 
those same obscure weaver girls and servant boys. 

" It might be asked, 'Has the revival made any inroad 
on Popery in these parishes, or in the parish of Lough- 
guile, where there is a large number of Romanists ?' The 
Spirit of God has been working in the enemy's camp, in 
spite of all the charms of the priesthood to exorcise those 
possessed of an evil spirit, as it was reported, and all the 
nostrums proposed and detailed for what was called the 
disease. We hoard of a case of prostration in a chapel. 
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wliieh the prieat, with callous heart, ovtlered oat of his sight 
at once. Some have actnally renounced the errors of 
Borne, and embraced the trath in Jesus. One told me she 
would Devei' again pray to the Virgin (that God now wor- 
shipped on the altars of Romanism), and she has been true 
to her profession. Some, through the influence of relations, 
have i-etnrned to the embrace of the harlot, but are still 
turning their eyes to the Dayspring ; others who were but 
partially convicted, m.ay have apostatized forever; for we 
gi'ant there are apostates. There have been counterfeits : 
the devil, as might have been expected, attempting to palm 
off the dead image for the living man. There are men 
like Felix — trembling for a while like an aspen leaf; like 
Herod, doing many things for John, and afterwai'ds retui-n- 
ing to the grossest indulgences. There have been, we do 
not deny, some excesses, extravagance, and error, but such 
we would deprecate no more than the disorder of the 
shroud on the resurrection of a dead friend. And notwith- 
standing the numbers who have deceived themselves and 
others, we gratefully recognize a great and good wort. If 
the most powerful testimonies against the gigantic evil of 
intemperance; if the lie to the infidel in that Christianity 
which has proved itself no effete system, but life and power; 
if the death-blow Popery and Unitarianisra have received 
(for who could be a Unitarian after a multitude of Spirit- 
taught souls praying, 'Lord Jestis, have mercy — save? ') ; 
above all, if the death-blow the kingdom of Satan has re- 
ceived, in depopulated jails, crowded churches, and purified 
society, — if these things ai'e matter of thankfulness, they 



Of the views and feelings by which the brethren in the 
ministry generally have been actuated at this solemn sea- 
son, we give the following illustrations. The first is from 
the private diary of one in whose congregation, a few weeks 
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subsequently, a grosit work of revi^'al began, and. is as fol- 

"■May 24(A. — I am begimiing to have moi-e hope in 
prayer than I had. What I have hoard of the Lord'a 
wonderful doings in Ameiica and in this land, and all ap- 
parently in answer to believing prayer, causes me to hope 
that God will answer my earnest prayere for the outpour- 
ing of His Spirit here. I do desire it above all things. 
God knows I do. I hope for it. I expect it. I think God 
is stiiTing my own soul in answer to prayer; and I feel a 
biirning desire for the conversion of the souls of my people 
to God. I have hopes of them, and believe that many of 
them are beginning to feel that there is a reality in religion, 
and are seeking the Lord in prayer. Oh that the Lord 
would indeed magnify His name and grace, and by signal 
displays of His power here, show the people what conver- 
sion is, and what true religion makes men I O Spirit of 
the Son I take the gospel hammer in Thine own hand, and 
brbg it down on their hard heai'ts, and break them in 
pieces I " 

The second is fi-om the statement of a country minister, 
rehearsing the wondera wrought among his people : 

" Our corner of Christ's vineyard appeared to be veiy 
dry and barren until the beginning of June 1859. A few 
weeks previous to that period I was stating publicly to the 
congregation that I felt greatly discoursed because I 
could not discover almost any conversions as the fruit of 
my labors, although I often sowed in tears. But lo ! in a 
short time I was made glad in discovering the fulfilment 
of that sweet promise in the 126th Psalm, ' They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy.' On the 8d June the Lord visited 
us with a copious shower, and watered all the district 
round about with the effusion of the Holy Spirit. At a 
meeting in the burying-ground adjoining our church about 
two thousand people were assembled — and oh, what a 
solemn assembly ! About two hundred were stricken down 
in the space of a few hours ; and, so far as I could loai-n 
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afterwari^, every ease terminated in real conversion. For 
many days snbseqiiently some were similarly affected. 
Some time after I waa addressing a little Sabbath-school, 
Tvhen the entire scliolai's were seized naore or less, although 
only eight were stricken down. 

"I believe that ours was the most remarkable visitation 
of any in Ireland, so fer as I have yet heard. Were I to 
write all I know, there would be no end to my narration, 
I may wind up all by saying how much my own soul has 
been benefited since this great work began. One day when 
writing out a lecture in my own room, having the pen 
lifted up in my hand, and studying what I would write on 
the last section of the lOfch vei-se of the 3d chapter of the 
Song of Solomon, the words being, 'And in the midst 
thereof was paved with love for the daughters of Jerusa- 
lem,' a thrill of love came into my vei-y soul, and believ- 
ing it to be a greater manifestation of the love of Christ to 
me, I bowed ray knees at the chau- on which I sat, and oh, 
how joyfully I acknowle^g'ed such a kind and gi-aeio us vis- 
itation ! And ever since I feel more happy than I did be- 
fore — believing, as I do, that my loving Saviour has given 
me a peace that the world could not give or take away." 

"I could state mnch to yoa," says another, " of my own 
happy experience, which I have made known to very few, 
as I have kept ray lips sealed in regard to myself, I have 
pursued what I regard as the safe scheme, of keeping 
Strictly to my own oongregation, speaking much of the 
work of Chi-ist, the grace of the Spirit, and the love of 
tbe Father of all mercies." 

To these statements we may add that of an aged and 
experienced minister, for upwards of forty years a laborer 
in the Lord's vineyard : 

« If there be a revival in religion," says the Rev. James 
Maj-ne, an aged minister, " where must it be expected to 
begin ? who may be supposed to be the firat pai-takers of 
it? The ministers of religion themselves. As the sun- 
beams strike first upon the mountains, and as the clouds 
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pour forth their treaenres first upon the hilia, which often 
foiTO a kind of natural reservoir tor the valleys ; so it may 
be looked for that the spintual rain will descend firet into 
the pulpit, before it reaches the pews. The influence of 
ministera upon their flocks is very great, both for good or 
evil. ' Like priest, like people,' is a proverb founded on 
truth. We are in the midst of our people like central fires, 
producing a glowing atmosphere around us, or like ice- 
bergs, which chill everything in their vicinity. Should a 
revival take place among them, and not extend to ms, ive 
shali not only atop its progi'ess, but undo what has been 
done ; but if our piety be increased, the influence of it 
will, in all probability, be spread through the church, 

" Before the season of revival, wickedness did very 
much abound in onr country, and the love of many waxed 
cold. Often did I solicit the pouring out of the Spiiit to 
enliven and awaken ; often did I entreat, like the good 
John Brown of Haddington, 'for dead Haddington, and 
wicked, withered East Lothian.' So did I for dead Eally- 
watt, and withered, wicked Ballyrashane. I do rejoice to 
see the day note when the Spirit has been poured down 
from on high, and the wilderness and solitary place to be 
made glad, and the desert to rejoice-and blossom as the 
rose. Tea, my prayers are heai'd, and I and my people 
have enjoyed times of refreshing from the Lord. I have 
been strengthened to do more labor with more ease and 
satisfaction now than I could have anticipated ; and I re- 
joice in the Spirit's influences being so largely conferred 
for the enlivenment and enlightenment of the Church of 
God. And now at the commencement of a new year, let 
us earnestly beg that this year I860 may be the year of 
God's redeemed to many. We have a good Master. We 
seiTe the best of all Masters, even Christ. His service is 
perfect pleasure, and His reward, of all othere, the most 
ennobling and enriching for time and eternity." 

The Rev, Kobert Park, for upwards of forty years the 
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osteemed pastor of one of tho Proabyteriaai churches in 
Ballymoney, writes as follows : 

"The revival movemeat ia the parish of Ballymoney baa 
been to me Bpecially interesting. At neai'ly the close of a 
IcngtheEed ministry to be permitted to see many of my 
charge brought to a Saviour, to know that some, over 
whom ray heart has oflea yearned, are rejoicing in Jesus, 
and to believe that thoi-o are others in a hopeful state for 
eternity, has l>een not only gratifying but greatly encour- 
aging. 

"As in other distiicts, the Divine sovereignty was ex;hib- 
ited here in the conversion of some of the despised of the 
people; but the larger proportion of those who have given 
evidence of a real saving change were connected with our 
Sabbath-schools, either as teachers or receiring instruction, 
or were members of families well instructed in Divine 
truth, and more or less regular attendants on the means 
of gi'ace. It was not the least interesting fact in the 
history of God's work here, that He so touched the heai-ts 
of many young men who have since been zealouely active 
in religious tilings. 

" Of these there were instances where the power of 
Divine grace was most marked. Sometimes a word be- 
came an arrow to wound the conscience or touch the heart. 
Often an observation intended for another was made to 
alarm and convert ; intercourse with strangers, themselves 
affected, was blessed to many ; and journeyings, sometimes 
of curiosity or of recreation, were made efficient in the 
work of the Lord. 

" Of these I shall ^ve one out of many, illustrative of 
the ways of the Lord. A young man of a respectable 
family, accustomed to all the exercises of a reli^ous house- 
hold, himself the subject of careful early training in God's 
book and in God's service, yet without appearance of 
serious impression, or of heart anxiety for spiritual things, 
was thrown within the sphere of heavenly influences. In- 
tercourse with a beloved bi'othev, himself brought to the 
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Saviour, and a young friend recently turned to the Lord, 
made some impression on his heart, but without mach 
outward manifestation. Accompanied by both, be jour- 
neyed from the pai'ental roof to a neighboring town, to 
judge for himself respecting cases of which he had heard. 
Separated from his companions, he wandered through 
different sti'eets, until at length he found himself in one 
less frequented than the others. It is likely that his 
countenance indicated seriousness, though he himself was 
scarcely conscious of it. He was accosted by a respecta- 
ble young female at a door — 'Was he concerned for 
his soal?' He accompanied her through the hall into an 
apai'tment where were a number of young pei-sons, some 
in prayer, others crying for mercy, othera again declaring 
their new-found peace, all apparently much excited. Al- 
most instantaneously he became ovei-powered, sank on 
the floor, and felt as he had never I'elt before. For three 
hours he remained without relief, the young lady kneeling 
by his side, whispeiing in his ear suitable words of Scrip- 
tare, directing him in prayer, and wrestling with the Lord 
for his conversion. God's time came, and it was a time of 
love. He arose a new man, with a heart warmed with 
divino life, thankful to God, and grateful to one wlio had 
been an instrument of good to bis soul. He sought his 
fiiendsjtold what the Lord had done for him, and returned 
to his father's house, to gladden hearts there with the 
tidings of his change. Of her who had been thus kind, 
little could afterwards be known. She had come from 
Glasgow to see on this side the Channel the workings of 
Divine grace ; had felt its power, had been useful to others, 
and returned to direct sinners in her own land to the same 
pi-ecioos and willing Saviour. 

" There is every reason to believe that that young man 
was truly converted to God, His walk since has been 
most consistent; his anxieties and exertions for others 
have been blessed; and he continues, within his proper 
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sphere, to labor for souls, and to urge both ohl ami youug 
to turn unto the Lord. 

"Another most intei-esting case occurred in one of the 
country parts of my district. A man, about thirty years 
old, born deaf and dumb, who had been educated at the 
institution of Claremont, neai- Dublin, and who is in at- 
tendance on my ministry, was working in the bog, prepar- 
ing fuel for the winter. He was alone, with no exciting 
appliance. The Lord touched his heart. He felt the pangs 
of sin, and intense anxiety to have it removed. He en- 
deavored to make his way to hia sister's house, where he 
resided. So prostrated was he in bodOy strength, that he 
required to lie down and rest twice before he reached his 
home. During the nigiit, and until the family were at 
breakfast the next morning, and preparing for public 
worship, it being the Sabbath, he was not relieved. The 
description of his manner and appearance, as given by hia 
sister, was most striking. Literally, he jumped some height 
from the ground, claeped as if some pei-son to his bosom, 
his countenance beaming with delight, and his whole per- 
son indicating gratitude and love. 

"In my conversaUon with him afterwards by finger, he 
made mc to understand that the fii-st text of Scripture that 
impressed his mind and awakened comfort was Luke xv. 7, 
'Likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth ;' the second, 1 Tim. i. 15, ' This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of aU acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief And again 
and again he labored to show me ' how happy he was in 
coming to Jesus.' In this, and in many instances that are 
before me, I fancy myself with Christ in the days of His 
ministry on eaxth, and almost see before my eyes the mira- 
cles that testified that He was the Messiah. 

"Happy am I to eay that most cheering evidences of 
God's work continue in our district. Everywhere meetings 
for prayer and Scripture reading — great thirst for hearing 
the word — increased attendimco on the house of God and 
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at' the communion table — and Heriousncsa and anxiety 
about the concerns of the soul. Oh that this may be but 
the first droppings, to be followed by a full shower of spirit- 
ual blessiog, and that I may be spared a little longer to see 
many, many more brought into the fold of the Lord! " 
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Theek is one incident so stnlang in the commencement 
of the movement in Coleraine, thit it cinnot be omitted 
in any the most cm'sory statement on the subject It is 
impossible to present it m i bettei foim than his bem 
done by Mr. Aithur, in one of his Triets on the Eevivil, 
in these words. After n an dting an impieusive scene wit- 
nessed by one of his brethren, a Metliodist minister in the 
town, be says : 

"Not far from the spot where this took place stands a 
lai^e school, belonging to the corporation of London, or 
that body connected witli it, tnown as the Irish Society, 
who ai-e landlords of Coleraine, and of much property 
arovmd. In it a boy was observed tinder deep impressions. 
The master, seeing that the little fellow was not fit to work, 
called him to him, and advised him to go home, and call 
upon the Lord in private. With him he sent an older boy, 
who had found peace the day before. On their way they 
saw an empty house, and went in there to pray together. 
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The two schoolfellows continued in prayer in the empty 
house till he who was weary and heavy-laden felt his soul 
hlessed with sacred peace. Rejoicing in this new and 
strange blessedness, the little fellow said, 'I must go back 
and tell Mr. - ■ — .' The boy, who, a little while ago, had 
been too sorrowful to do his work, soon entered the school 
with a beaming face, and, going up to the master, said, in 

his simple way, 'O Mr. , I am so happy I I have the 

Lord Jesus in my heart ! ' Strange words, in cold times ! 
Natural words, when upon the simple and the young the 
Spirit is poured out, and they feel what is meant by ' Christ 
in you the hope of gloiy,' and ntter it in the first terms 
that come ! The attention of the whole school was at- 
tracted. Boy after boy silently slipped out of the room. 
After a while, the master stood upon something which ena- 
bled him to look over the wall of tlie pSay-gi'ound. There 
he saw a number of his boys ranged round the wall on 
their knees in earnest prayer, eveiy one apart. The scene 
overcame him. Presently he turned to the pupil wlio had 
already been a comforter to one schoolfellow, .and said, 
'Do you think you can go and pray with these boys ? ' He 
went out, and, kneeling down among them, began to 
implore the Lord to forgive their sins, for the sake of Him 
who had borae them ali upon the cross. Tbeiv silent 
grief soon broke into a bitter ciy. As this reached the esrs 
of the boys in the room, it seemed to pierce their hearts, 
as by one consent they cast themselves upon theli" knees, 
and began to cry for mercy. The girls' school was above, 
and the cry no sooner penetrated to their room than, ap- 
parently well knowing what mourning it was, and heainng 
in it a call to themselves, they, too, fell upon their knees 
and wept. Strange disorder for schoolmaster and mistress 
to have to control ! The united cry reached the adjoining 
streets. Eveiy ear, prepared by the prevailing Spiiit, at 
once interpreted it as the voice of those who look upon Him 
whom they have pierced, and mourn for Him. One and 
another of the neighbors came in, and at once cast them- 
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selves upon their Icnees and joined in the cry for mercy. 
These increased, and continued to inci-ease, till first one 
room, then another, then a public office on the premises, in 
fact, every available spot, was filled with sinners seeking 
God. Clei^men of different denominations, and men of 
prayer, were sought, and they spent the day in pleading for 
the moumera; — sweetest of all the toils that this earth 
doth witness, when men, themselves enjoying heavenly 
peace, labor in intercession for those who are now, as they 
were once, broken-hearted by a s^ht of their sins, and 
striving to enter in at the str^t gate, in order to walk in 
the naiTowwayl Tht^ passed hour after hour of that 
memorable day. Dinner was forgotten, tea w&a forgotten, 
and it was not till eleven o'clock at night that the school 
premises were freed fi'om their unexpected guests." 

The following statement respecting the movement in 
Coler^ne is furnished by the Ilev. J. A. Canning, of that 
town: 

" Upon the evening of the 7th of June, 1859, an open- 
air meeting was held in one of the market-places of the 
town, called the ' Fair-IIill,' The announced object of the 
meeting was to receive and hear one or two of the ' con- 
verts,' as they began to be called, from a district some 
eight or ten miles south of Coleraine. The evening was 
one of the most lovely that ever shone. The richly wooded 
banks of the river Bann, which bounds one side of the 
square in which the meeting was held, were fully in pros- 
pect, and there was not a clond in the sky. Shortly after 
seven o'clock, dense masses of people, from town and 
country, began to pour into the square by all its approaches, 
and in a short time an enormous multitude crowded around 
the platform from which speakers were to address the meet- 
ing. After singing and prayer, the converts, a young man 
and a man more advanced in years, and both of the hnmbler 
class, proceeded to address the meeting. Their addresses 
wei-e short, and consisted almost entirely of a detail of 
their own awakening, and earnest appeals to the con- 
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sciences of sinners. After the lapse of nearly an hour, it 
became manifest that more than one-half of the eoii^e- 
gated multitude could not heav the voices of the speakers 
on the platform, when it waa suggested that the people 
should separate into distinct coi giegation? oi gioups an I 
that a minister should jrei h to ea(,h gioip This ^ is 
immediately done, and =!omG three oi fo i sej ii^te an li 
cnces were soon listening with mcft maikel. tttention to 
as many preachers, for ill the nin stcrs of all the evan 
golical churches in the town weie piesent 

"I was engaged in aldiessing i Hige gioup of peopL 
composed of all agea ani of all ranks of the eommonitj 
from a portion of Scriptuie when I became stiuck with 
the deep and peculiar attention which manifestly eveiy 
mind and heart was lending to what I epol e As to man 
ner, my address was very calm ; as to matter, it consisted 
of plain gospel truth, as it concerns man's lost condition 
on the one hand, and the free gi'aoe of God, as displayed 
in salvation, on the other. I know that the addresses of 
my brethren were of a like character. I never saw before, 
in any audience, the same searching, earnest, riveted look 
fixed upon my face, as strained up to me from almost eveiy 
eye in that hushed and apparently awe-struck multitude. 
I remember, even whilst I was speaking, asking myself 
How is this? why is this? As yet, however, the people 
stood motionless, and perfectly silent; when, about the 
time at which the last speaker was closing his address, a 
very peculiar ciy arose from out a dense group at one side 
of the square, and in less than ten minutes a similar cry 
was repeated in six or eight difierent groups, until, in a 
very sliort time, the whole multitude was divided into 
awe-struck assemblages around persona prostrate on the 
ground, or supported in the arms of relatives or friends. 
I huraod to the centre of one of these groups, and having 
first exhorted the persons standing around to retire, and 
leave me to deal with the prostrate one, I stooped over 
him, and found bim to bo a young man of some eighteen 



A.ooglc 



or twenty years, but personally untnown to me. He lay 
on the ground, his head supported on the knees of an 
elder of one of our churches. His eyea ■were closed ; his 
hands wei-e firmly clasped, and occasionally veiy forcibly 
pressed upon the chest. He waa uttering incessantly a 
peculiar deep moan, sometimes terminating in a prolonged 
wailing cry. I felt his pulse, and could discern nothing 
very peculiar about it. I said, softly and quietly in his ear, 
'Why do you cry so?' when ha opened his eyes for an 
instant, and I could pei-ceive that they had, stronger than 
I ever saw it before, that inward look, if I might so express 
it, which indicates that the mind is wholly occupied with 
its own images and impressions. ' Oh ! ' he exclaimed, high 
and loud, in reply to my question, 'my sins! my sins! 
Lord Jesus, have mercy upon my poor soul 1 O Jesus ! 
come ! O Lord Jesus, come ! ' I endeavored to calm him. 
for a moment, asking him to listen to me whilst I set before 
him some of the promises of God to perishing sinnei-s. At 
fii-st I thought that I was carrying his attention with me 
in what I was saying, but I soon discovered that his whole 
soul was filled with one idea, — his guilt and his danger ; 
for, in the middle of my repetition of some promise, he 
would burst forth with the bitter cry, ' O God, my sins ! 
my sins ! ' At length I said in his ear, ' Will I pray ? ' He 
i-eplied in a loud voice, ' Oh, yes ! ' I engf^ed in prayer, 
and yet I doubt whether his mind followed me beyond the 
iirst sentence or two. As I arose from prayer, six or eiglit 
persons, all at the same instant, pressed around me, crying, 
'Oh, come and see (naming such a one) — and — and' — 
until I felt for a moment bewildered, and the prayer went 
out from my own heart, ' God guide me ! ' I passed 
from case to case for two or three hours, as did ray 
brethren in the ministry, nntil, when the night was far 
spent, and the striclten ones began to be removed to the 
shelter of roofe, I turned my face homewai'ds through one 
street, when I soon discovered that the work which had 
begun in the market-square was now advancing with mar- 
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velloua rapidity in the homes of the people. Aa I ap- 
proached door after door, persona ivere ivatcliing for me 
and other ministers, to bring us to deal with somo poor 
agonized stricken one ; and when the morning dawned, 
and until the sun arose, I was wandering from street to 
street, and from house to house, on the most marvellous 
and solemn errand upon which I have been ever sent. 

"Throughout the following day, the 8th of June, scenes 
similai' to those which I have alluded to continued to occar 
in private houses in almost every street. In the evening a 
dense multitude assembled ^ain in the market-place ; and 
ag^n, simultaneously with the preaching of the gospel and 
prayer, many more than on tlie preceding evening sank 
upon the ground, and with bitter cries besought the Lord 
Jesus Christ to come in mercy to their souls. Profiting 
by the experience of the preceding night, eldera of the 
churches and other Christian people sought now to find 
some building, where the many 'stricken ones,' as they 
began now to be called, from the euiTounding countiy 
might receive shelter, and the attention of Christian min- 
isters and others until the morning. Just at this period 
the new Town Hall of Coleraine had been completed, 
though it had never yet been nsed for any purpose. Some 
one suggested it as a fitting place of shelter. The sugges- 
tion was at once acted upon ; and in the town a solemn 
interest attaches to the beautiful building, from the fact 
that the first use for which it was ever employed was to 
slielter in its halls many, very many poor sinners, whilst 
they agonized with God for the pardon of sin. 

"I may here mention that our Town Hail has been the 
scene and mtness, for seven months, of one of the most 
blessed fruits of God's gracious work among us. Early in 
June a meeting for united prayer, by members of all evan- 
gelical denominations, began to assemble at half-past nine 
o'clock, to continue for half an hour. For months the 
spacious hall continned to be filled at the appointed hour, 
and up to this day (January 12, 1860) a very large attend- 
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ancB of earnest -worshippei-a assembles for praise and 
prdyer. In the month of Augast the writer suggested that 
a copy of the Word of God should be purchased for the 
use of this union prayer-meeting, and to serve as a me- 
morial to other times of the gracious work of God among 
us. The sug^stion was very ardently adopted, and a copy 
of the Scriptui'es, of the largest size, and in very costly 
binding, was procured, and now appropriately and impres- 
sively witnesses eyery morning for Him who sent ' times 
of i-efresbing.' The following inscription is engraved on 
the fly-leaf of this Bible : 

" ' This copy of the Holy Scriptures, purchased by the 
contributions of Christians of all evangelical denomina- 
tions in Coleraine, who have been attending a union 
prayer-meeting in the Town Hall, is intended to be — 

"'1st. A memorial of the most gracious and wide-spread 
religious awakening, which commenced upon the evening 
of the 7th of June, 1859, at an open-air meeting for prayer 
and preaching of the gospel, held on the " Fair-Hill " of 
Coleraine, when many, with strong crying and tears, were 
led to exclaim, " What must I do to be saved ? " and when 
many more throughout the night, and during the period 
which haa since elapsed, were led by the Spirit of God to 
embrace au offered Saviour and to find peace and joy in 
believing. 

"' It is meant to be, 

"'2d. A memorial of the first opening of the new Town 
Hall of Coleraine, when upon the night of the 9th of 
Juno, 1859, nearly one hundred pci-sons, agonized in mind 
through conviction of sin, and entirely prostrate in body, 
were borne into that building to obtain shelter during the 
night, and to receive consolation from the instructions and 
prayere of Christian ministers and Christian people. 

" ' And this copy of God's word is intended, 

" ' 3d. To be a memorial to other people, and to other 
times, of the blessed spirit of union and brotherly love, 
which has been one fruit of God's wondrous work in Colc- 
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mine, and which has fonnd its Gxpression, and ita witness, 
in the ci'owded union prayer-mcoting, which assembles 
daily in the Town Hall, from half-past nine until ten 
o'clock. 

"'Filled with adoring gratitude to Almighty God for 
the gift of His Holy Spirit, by whom many hundreds have 
been brought to the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, We, 
the ministers of the gospel in Coleraine, presidents of the 
union prayei'-meeting, together with the committee of 
management, do subscribe our names to this inscription ; 
expressing our desire and determination, that this copy of 
the Holy Scriptures shall be committed to the custody and 
safe keeping of the chainnan of the town commissioners, 
or other chief civic authority for the time being, as a token 
of our gi-atitude to God, for the times of refreshing with 
which He has been pleased to visit Coleraine, and a wit- 
ness to other days of " how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

" 'James O'Haba, fiector of Colsvaine. 

J. Ai,f RED Cannisg, Minister of 2(i Presliyterian Ctiiivch. 
J. Maodohnell, Minister of 3d Presbytevian Cliuvch. 
John Kroo, Pastor of Congregalional Cliurch. 
Geo. Vance, "Wesleyaa Minister. 
Wm. Eichet, Minister of the Ist Presbyterian Church.' 
{Here fdSoia fhe titheT names.) 

"Many hundred ministers and other seiTants of Clirist 
from all countries, but especially from Scotland, haie 
visited Coleraine during the summer and autumn, and, so 
fer aa is known to the writer, have gone away impi-essed 
with gratitude to God for what they saw and heard. 
Mercifally preserved fi'om. some painful and hurtful acci- 
dents which accompanied the work of revival in some 
other localities, Ave have gone on to this day i-eaping its 
blessed fruits. The drunkard, the poor outcast woman, the 
careless, the godless, the dupe of error, the young, the old, 
— all are with ns to this day, to witness, by altered habits 
and new lives, that a holy power has biion among us. To 



A.ODt^lc 



TESTIMONY OF A BABRISTER. i^9 

hear tbe drvinkiu-d and blasphemer ^cty, whilst by his side, 
to right and left, kneel fallen women bathed in tears, and 
the man who lived without God in the world adding his 
deep Amen, are sounds and sights which we have been 
privileged to hear and see. Full sanctuaries, full Sabbath- 
schools, full prayer-meetings, 'brotherly love, increased 
libei'ality, and additions by hundreds to the communion 
of the churches, — these are the fruits that remain to wit- 
ness to the character of the work which will make the 
summer and autumn of 1859 to be long remembered in 
Coleraine. As I wrote the last sentence, our local news- 
paper was put into my hands, and I close by exti'acting 
from it the following statement from the bench of our local 
County Court, by a judge who would adoi-n any bench : 

" ' The Barrister, addressing the Grand Jury, said, — 
" When I look into the calendar for the last three months, 
and in memoiy look back on calendars that came before 
me, I am greatly strack with its appearance on this occa- 
sion. During the entire three months which have passed 
since I was here before, I flud that but one new case has 
to come before you, and one which is in some respects 
very unimportant." After directing the jury as to this 
case, his worship continued : " Kow, gentlemen, as I said 
before, I am greatly struck at the appearance of this cal- 
endar, so small is the number of cases, when I formerly 
had calendars filled with charges for different nefarious 
practices, pocket-picking, and larcenies of various sorts. 
Now, I have none of these, I am happy to say. How ia 
such a gratifying state of things to be accounted for? It 
must be from the improved state of tbe morality of the 
people. I believe I am fully wan'anted now to say that 
to nothing else than tbe moral and rehgious movement 
which commeDced early last summer can the change be at- 
tributed. I can trace the state of your calendar to nothing 
else. It is a matter of great gi'atification when we see the 
people of this county improving, and I trust that no 
temptations of .any sort will arise by which they can be 
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induced to forsake the paths of roctituclo. Now, gentle- 
men, I would be inexcusabie were I to occupy your time 
merely for the sake of addressing you ; and as there is 
nothing to address yon on, I need not detain you," ' " 

Much has been written and published respecting the re- 
vival in Coleraine. The place itself was so accessible, and 
the work so striking, that hundreds of strangers in the 
coui-se of last summer visited it, and carried back with 
them the good tidings. Through the medium also of the 
Cole,rai?ie Chronicle much valuable information was circu- 
lated, especially since the memorable day in its history 
when its publication was delayed through the agency of 
the quickening Spirit touching the hearts of several of the 
compositors, and so for the time incapacitating them for 
their ordinary avocations. 

^ There is one incident, in the form of a personal naiTa- 
tive by an individual from Coleraine at a meeting in Glas- 
gow, which is so extraordinary that it cannot be omitted 
here. I have made inquiry into the accuracy of the state- 
ments, and find them perfectly correct. The name of the 
narrator is Mr. Ilaltvidge : 

"It was in the year," he said, "when God was pouring 
out the vials of His wrath upon the three kingdoms, that 
I went to Coleraine. When the hand of God lay upon 
the place, many turned to the Lord ; but when it was 
removed, many turned like the sow that had been washed 
to her wallowing in the mire. He who stands before you 
was one of the latter sort. I stole my indenture and ran 
away to Belfast. I wished to join a body of Christians 
there, but they got a letter from Coleraine telling them 
not to receive me. One man told me on the Sabbath the 
communication which he had received, and wanted me to 
go back. I, being of a proud, rebellions spirit, refused to 
do this. I was laid upon a sick-bed for six weeks. After 
I got better I was going away to the theatre. His brother, 
seeing mo, camo after mo. Ho stopped me, and brought 
me into his house. He wanted me to pray to God. I Siiicl 
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I had no call to pray to God — what would I pray to Him 
for ? He told me to cry, ' God be merciful to me a sinner.' 
I went down to my knees and repeated these words, and 
lose up and said, 'Wdl that do, now?' He said, 'No;' 
and made me kneel down by him, and ho prayed with me. 
After this, I wi-nt to the theatre, cock-fighting, horee- 
lacing, etc I wanted to form a marriage connection with 
a young woman, the dauj,hter of Christian parents, and 
went to chutch with hei, putting on a hypocritical face; 
but her paienta weie very much against her taltiiig this 
step Thie is a warning to all here, in this respect, never 
to disobey their parents. Yon see one standing before yon 
who put oat his wife to the door, and took her clothes, to 
the value of ^20, and bnroed them. Ton see one before 
you who loaded his gun to shoot his own Bon. Yon see 
one before you who took a car and drove down three miles 
to throw himself into the sea, and was found upon a rock 
with the billows dashing at his feet. And you would think 
that this waa enough ; but not so. Yon see one before you 
who was tried for taking away the life of a fellow- creature. 
I tried to break the Sabbath-day, in every possible manner, 
I took money in my pocket and went away to Poi-trash 
and other watering-places to bi-eak the Lord's day. Kot 
one in Colei'aine would speak to me, and I did not give 
one in Coleraine the credit of being a ChristiaJi but one 
woman, who always spoke to me and asked for me when 
she saw me. On a Monday I went to my son, who was 
cashier, and took charge of my business, and demanded 
five pounds. He gave it me in case I should play any 
mischief. It only lasted me that day. I demanded other 
five on Tuesday; this lasted me till Saturday. The Rev- 
erend "Wm. Richey had overwrought himself with hard 
work, and was laid upon his bed. The doctor told him he 
had only half an hour to iive (although he recovered after 
a lingering illness), and asked if he had any matters to 
aiTange before he died. He pulled out a sealed packet 
from under his pillow, and said — ' Will you give this to 
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Mr, Haltridge?' It was a few days after this the doctor 
gave me the package. (By this time I was brought ufldei- 
conviction.) He eaicl he did not knoW what it was. I 
opened it. It was that little book, ' Come to Jesus.' I was 
in great distress one day, and I went away from my house 
about a quarter of a mile. I leaped over the wall and went 
into a summer-house there, in order that the dews of heaven 
might cool my fevered brow. I put my hand into my 
pocket to pull out my handkerehief, and that little book 
came into my hand. I would not give it for all Glasgow, 
One thing had escaped my memory. When the i-evival 
broke out, my son, a promising youth of twenty, although 
not brought under the grace of God, attended a meeting 
held at Market-hill, and was 'stricken' down, A good 
woman came to me while I was reading the flimsy trash 
of the day — 'novels' — which I always did; I think it 
was ReynoWa MisceUany I had at that time. She said — 
' Mr. Haltridge, kneel down and give God thanks, your son 
is stricken down,' I ordered her to go out of the way, and 
went to my bed-room, and shut myself up for eight hours. 
They brought him and laid him on the sofa. I heard his 
cries. For twenty-four houra no one could tell whether he 
was dead or alive ; but when God revealed Himself to 
him, the firat thing he said was — ' God be merciful to my 
wicked father!' I heard all this. My daughter attended 
meetings that were held in the school-house. She was 
' stricken' down, and cried to God for mercy. The prayers 
of my Christian wife were now answered. She was a 
Christian from her youth up. I have seen her often at the 
bedside praying. I have taken the pillow and thrown it 
at her, at the same time lifting up my arm and defying 
God to do his worst. On Sabbath morning I was to go 
away to spend the Lord's day in the same manner as be- 
fore ; but my wife came to the door and said, ' You will 
not go out to day.' I drew back, and was for making my 
way out, but she and my daughter laid hold upon mo, and 
drew mc Into the parlor, and reasoned with me imtil I 
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promised to go to church, I wont to the house of God. 
A hymn was given out to be sung. It was the same hymn 
that was blest to the convei-sion of an actress. When I 
came to the second line, God laid His hand upon me ; my 
book was trembling in my hands. My wife saw me going 
to fall, and let my head fall iu her lap. I lay there for two 
boure. I was not sensible, but they told me I was crying 
for mercy. When I awoke I was surrounded by kind 
friends, who were praying for me ; but the one that prayed 
loudest and longest was a boy, fourteen years of age, named 
John Hall. He had found the Lord himself, and he was 
crying, 'Lord, reveal Thyself to Mr. Haltridge!' My son 
took the one arm, and a kind friend the other, and helped 
me home, I was not able to walk; my feet refused to 
cany me. On reaching home I was laid upon that sofe on 
which, a month before, my son was laid. My son kept 
family woi-ahip in the house. God opened my mouth that 
night to pray. I got peace from that text, 'Arise, and go 
thy way : thy sins, which are many, are forgiven thee ; go, 
and sin no more.' I now felt such love to my feliow-men, 
that I thought I could stand on a mountain-top and take 
the whole world in my arms. And as Christ told His 
disciples to be^n preaching at Jerusalem, I was called 
upon to speak at meetings held in that place which has 
been the scene of my former life." 

POETEUSH. ■— Nowhere, perhaps, was there a more inter- 
esting movement than in Portrush, one of the principal 
watering-places in the north, a few miles from the Giant's 
Causeway, and during the whole season crowded with vis- 
itors, many of whom, there is reason to believe, were 
sharei-s in the blessing. I have received a lengthened nar- 
rative from the Kev. Jonathan Simpson, from which I give 
the following selections : 

"By a strange coincidence in the Divine providence, 
both the clergy of the parish church and the Pi-esbyterian 
minister of the town of Portrush were attracted to Bally- 
money in the same weekj without any previous concert 
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with eaoh other, to eee and investigate the i-emarkable 
work of revival going oa there in its earliest etages. Tlie 
former called on the latter, and proposed an open-air 
unioa-meeting for prayer, into which he cordiallly entered ; 
and the throe knelt in prayer in the manae, craving a bless- 
ing on the proposed meeting, led by the senior Episcopal 
minister. Their hearts were melted by the love of Christ, 
and with Bnffusod checks they felt that Gtod was about to 
give a blessing ; and they were not disappointed ; blessed 

"The meeting took place on the 6th June, on the hill iu 
the rear of the town, and was very large, probably two 
thousand being present : the town contains a population 
of about nine hundred souls. Short addresses of only a 
few minutes were delivered by the local ministera and sev- 
eral persons, usually called ' converts,' from Ballymoney; 
and a very remarkable scene took place, that will never be 
forgotten in the village, nor by many of its inhabitants in 
eternity. The first two 'stricken' ones were, one a Presby- 
terian, and the other an Episcopalian, as if God would 
honor the first union prayer-meeting. 

"Next morning assembled the first daily union prayer- 
meeting, which was continued with great success till the 
close of the bathing season, in September. As many as 
one hundred and fifty-one have been counted leaving it, 
and in some instances several went away who could not 
get in; while a ball-room, erected during the summer, 
could get none to dance in it. The two first moiTiings a 
young man, in each case, came under conviction of sin — 
one Episcopal, the other a Presbyterian. 

"The churches were crowded all summer. The Episco- 
pal church has been enlarged, and the Presbyterian would 
require to be double its present capacity, to contain the 
anxious applicants for accommodation. 

"Brownlow North, Esq., visited most opportunely, and, 
by his earnest and thrilling appeals, largely contributed to 
advance the glorious cause. He preached twice in the 
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Presbyterian church, Portrusli, and addressed two open-air 
meetings, one in the town, and tlie other at Dunnmll. The 
latter was the noblest meeting ever seen in the neighbor- 
hood ; the very sight was grand, apart from ils bearings oa 
eternity. Mr. North, accustomed to large audiences, com- 
puted it at seven thousand ; and so- many were stricken 
that day, that the people in the neighboring bouses never 
got to bed the entire night. So many hearts were bleed- 
ing under a sense of sin, and weeping over a pierced 
Saviour." 

I shall here inteiTupt the coarse of Mr. Simpson's narra- 
tion to introduce a statement with reference to the meeting 
above mentioned, by the Rev. Mr. Sutherland of Inverness, 
who was also present. 

"At Portrush, on Sabbath, I had the privilege of hear- 
ing Mr. Brownlow North address an ovei-flowing auditory, 
and had myself the opportunity of preaching in the Pres- 
byterian church. At three o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. 
North, Mr. Simpson, Messrs M'Quilkin and Meneely, fi'om 
Connor, and I, proceeded to a hill in a central locality, 
called Dnnmull, a beautiful and commanding object, about 
four miles from Portrush. About sis thousand people 
were congi-egated on the elope of the hill, and some hun- 
dreds crowning its crest. It was a day of wonders in tJiis 
season of wonders, done in tho name of the Holy Child 
Jesus. You could almost say before the service began, 
judging by the prayerful and devout aspect of the people, 
'There is the sound of abundance of rain.' Many ministers, 
students of divinity, and Sabbath-school teachei-s from a 
distance, were present in the auditoiy; also, many tourists, 
Zacche US-like, from motives of curiosity. It is impossible 
for me adequately to describe the scenes I witnessed, and 
the impression they produced, I witnessed the 'smjting 
down' in every phase of its development, from the simple 
swoon to the prostration, accompanied by the most fearful 
convulsions of the bodily frame, and overwhelming mental 
anguisii, venting itself in piercing cries for mercy or wail- 
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ing notes of despair. It would be too painful to behold 
those extreme mental and physical sufFeiings, did we not 
feel assured that their subjects would have a reaping time 
of joy. Instead of there being any organized system of 
excitement, the prayers and addresses were calm, simple, 
judicious, and strictly scriptural, yet the an-ows of convic- 
tion flew thick, and fixed that day in the heaits of many 
of the ' King's eriemiea.' 

"Meneely was directing them to the Lamb of God, and 
telling his own experience, and the happy termination to 
his own soul-distress, when, like Christian, he got a view 
of the cross, and his burden fell from him ; and in a mo- 
ment a servant lad, standing quite close to me, fell down 
as if shot, or pierced through th h t by some invisible 
hand. A few convulsive niov t f 11 1, as if strug- 

gling with an unseen enemy ; tl n t ah t half an hour 
he lay prostrate on the earth w th h y fixed on the 
sky, and his lips muttering som unl at fi t unintelli^- 
ble, but as his consciousness retunied, resolving themselves 
uito cries to Jesus for mercy. He be^ed not to be carried 
^way, and within an hour sat np, and for the rest of the 
day seemed alternately to be listening and to be absorbed 
in silent prayer. Another young man was very violently 
smitten, and from his irrepressible agony it was necessary 
to carry him out, like the wounded King of Israel, from 
the midst of the host. I was directed to accompany him 
to a house at a little distance, whither it took all the 
strength of four men to cany him. The weight on his 
heart was heavier than human natui-e conld sustain, and 
his nervous system was completely overborae. I could not 
bear the fearful sight, were I not convinced that this teiTi- 
ble struggle woidd terminate in victory, and that the Di- 
vine mandate would speedily go forth — 'Peace, be still,' 
and there shonld be a great calm. For a quailer of an 
liour, during which I remained with him, it seemed to me 
by the varying expressions of bis countenance, as if he 
were alternately drawn to some lovely spectacle, when an 
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attractive emile and a supernatural light played on his 
features ; and again repelled and honlfled by some terrific 
object, when fearful writhinga and conviileionB ensued. No 
wonder, when relief ia vouchsafed fi'oni this great agony, 
that they take up, and sing with such grateful delight the 
words of the 40th Psalm — 

'He tool! me from a feai'M pit. 

And from the miry elay, 
And on a rock he set my feet, 

EEtablishing ray wny.' 

"There weva about a dozen affected similarly, but not 
so violently, though, perhaps, it would not be too much to 
affirm, that ten times that number were brought to a con- 
viction of sin, while some found peace in Jesus. Mr. 
Horth'a address was truly admii-able. It was directed to 
young converts and contained most seasonable and excel- 
lent counsel." 

From the numeroue cases furnished by Mr. Simpson, I 
shall select the following as representative of many others: 

'^An. Operation of the Spirit. — On Tuesday morning, 
7th June, before going out to the prayer-meeting at seven 
o'clock, a farmer called at the manse, wanting to speak 
privately to the minister. 'What have you to say to 
mc?' — 'Sir, J/ifflW got an operation of the Spirit.' Won- 
derful spiritual surgery that, that cuts out 'the hard and 
stony heart out of the flesh,' and substitutes ' a heart of 

flesh 1 ' Such an ' operation' H. C had got. He had 

gone home fi'om the union open-air prayer-meeting deeply 
impressed ; the burden of sin lay so heavy on his soul he 
could not sleep. He rose from Iiis partnei-'s side, without 
telling her of the tempest of agony sweeping his bosom, 
dressed, took the key of his barn, went there to tail upon 
his knees, and, like Jacob, 'wrestle with the Angel Jeho- 
vah-Jesus till tlie dawn of the day,' and say, 'I wOl not let 
thee go, except thou bkss me.' Like the patiiarch he 
wrestled, like him he sped. He got the bli,ssing, and 
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became 'Israel,' a 'prince ■with God.' He got 'an opera- 
tion of the Spii-it,' aud, without waiting till liis wife was 
up, he came away to tell the minister, and to ask him if he 

(n, C ) should tell to others the work of grace on his 

eon!, aa the lines were forced on his memory when he 
obt^ned relief — 

'All that tear God, come, hear, I'll tell 
What He did tor my soul.' 

(Pa. Isvi. 16, Scotch veraioii.) 

He went to the prayer-meeting, made hia statement, gave 
out those lines to sing; and while sin^ng, a young man, 
some sixteen years of age, turned pale, went ont impressed, 
and shortly after the meeting closed, a little weeping sister 
waa for the minister, to say brother Willie was very ill. 
That sister, about fourteen years of age, came under deep 
convictions of gailt that day, and both seemed to have 
found a Saviour. 

"T/te MaUicay Zahorer. — Next evening, after return 
from country visits, a man was in waiting for me at the 
manse. Ho is a railway laborer, had been at the Monday 
evening meeting, been deeply impressed, and under sore 
exercises of a sense of sin ever since — had often, during 
the week, left the other men on the line, and gone behind 
the fence to weep. At last the proud heart, brought down 
by conquering grace, must seek relief in counsel — came 
down on a freight-tmck attached to a train — literaily ran 
from the station to seek the minister. On reaching tlio 
school, and finding from my teacher I was not at home, 
the pent-up feelings found relief in a flood of tears. Tho 
teacher, a worthy, excellent young man, ofiered all the 

counsel he conld, — came with J. M ■ to the manse, and 

prayed with him — took him to one of tho cMcrs, who also 
offered counsel and prayer — and sent for the curate, who 
kindly came and spoke and prayed with him. Still he 
remained ; and, when I entei-ed, told his story of guilt, 
while he sat trembling like a whipped child, and said be 
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had broken every commandment of God except the sis:th 
and eighth. Besides that, he never set foot in a place of 
worship, nor bowed the knee to God. On one occasion he 
was so drunk he lay down on the rails, and only for some 
one passing and hauling him off, he had been, by the nost 
train, a mangled corpse, and hia poor soul in hell; and 
then he asked if it was possible such a sinner could get 
mercy. 'Perfectly so, for God says it — "The blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." " Him that 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." ' ^ After a 
few more words of counsel, prayer was offered, and he 
withdrew, greatly relieved. He was a manied man some- 
where about twenty years, father often children — had no 
connection with any place of worship. Since then he hna 
been moat regular, has also established the worship of God 
in his family, and has a weekly prayer-meeting in his 
house. Wife and eldest daughter were both afterwards 
'atricken,' and the three were among nine pleaders before 
my session to dispense with the usual lengthened exami- 
nation for the Lord's Supper, and admit them at our last 
communion. They were admitted, and ' go on their way 
rejoicing.' 

" T/ie Plouffhhoy and Ms Muse. — Dui-ing the prayer in 
a farm-honse one day, there was much emotion. At its 
close, a tall, stoat, able-bodied young man, twenty yeai-s 

of agis, R, R , the farmer's eldest son, approached one 

of the ministei-s trembling, and seizing him by the hand 

as tears flowed fast: 'Mr, S , you can't leave,' — 

' Why, Robert ? ' — ' Oh, you can't leave me in this state ! ' 
'Why, what's wrong?' — 'Oh, I'm so iU — suck a load upon 
my heart/' — ' But can't you go with yourload to the cross, 
and Jesus will take it from you ? He saya, " Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.' " — ' Oh, bnt I can't go.' — ' Can't you pray Christ 
to take you?' — 'No, I'm so ili, I can't; will you pray?' 
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So saying, lie fell on his knees before me, and I had to pro- 
ceed in prayer. He had just come in from the plough, with 
liis horees, in time to catch the prayer that, by the Spirit's 
grace, enabled him to ' put his hand to anotlier plough,' and 
I thank God he has not ' looked back.' The accompanying 
piece of poetry by him shows his mental complexion. It 
has found its way into the public prints ; and after going 
the rounds of the press here, I have seen it in the /Sunday 
School Times, published in Philadelphia, and the weekly 
organ of the Amei-ican S, S, Union. It is headed, ' A 
Convert's Prayer,' and the signature at first was, ' By a 
Ploughboy, near Portrueh' : 



'O heaTonly Fathev, henr my cry I oh, lot Thy Spirit come 
In rich effusion on my Boul, and make my lietictTliy liomel 
Imperfect, Lord, are all my ways ia this sad vale of teais, 
But let mySayiour's piomlee, Lord, remove my donbtaandfeai'sl 
Teach me to know Thy holy Word, by Insph'ation given. 
And let Thy will be done on earth aa It is done In heaven. 
Go forth, O Lord, lo ali the world, touch evecy heart below, 
That when Iho gospel trumpet sounds, men every note may know. 
Oh, let my wild, nmuly tongue, that oft blasphemed Thy name. 
So more he heard to atter words of folly, sin, and shame. 
Cceate in me a thonghtfiil heart, both humble and sincere. 
And in the mansions of the blest may I fill up the rearl ' 

"The Old 'Waterloo^ Man. — Another remarkable case 
arising out of that precious Sabbath. An old soldier of 
the Duke of Wellington, whose regiment had been dis- 
banded after "Waterloo, and now seventy-three years of 
age, had stood, till late in the evening, watching a poor 
Roman Catholic girl whom some Christian ladies had re- 
moved to their bouse. Nest morning early, the old sol- 
dic!''s wife was down for the minister. Having so many 
visits to make that day, even with a good steed, it was 
afternoon before I reached the old man. He sat up in bed 
half dressed, and was in an awful agony of prayer, hands 
clasped, teai-s pouring, without any attempt to wipe them 
away. His attention was diverted for a few seconds by 
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my presoiicc, and grasping my hands with both !iia in iron 
grasp, he held me like in a vice ; bat soon letting go his 
hold, which was a great relief to me, he burst ont again in 
a tempest of prayer, of which this is a specimen: — 'O 
blessed Saviour of the world, melt this hai-d heart, this 
wretched heart ! It is a hard heart, a wretched heart. O 
blessed Saviour, pour oiit Thy Holy Spirit on every 
wretched sinner like me ! Ob, a heart pressed down ! ' — 
'Pressed down with ivhat, Billy?' I inteiposed. He i-e- 
plies, 'Sin — Satan! 'and then proceeds in prayer: — 'O 
Saviour, free ine ! Oh, wash me in " the fountain opened 1 " 
Oh, plunge me in it! I know He'l! not "put my soal to 
shame, nor let my hope be lost." O blessed Saviour, I 
won't distrust you one jot ! dear Saviour, dear Lord 
and Saviour, forsake me not ! ' When asked what enabled 
him to pour out such prayere, be i-epiied, ' It is nothing 
but the work of heavenly love by the Holy Spirit ;' and 
catching the idea of ' heavenly love,' he interweaves it in 
prayer: — 'O Heavenly Love, subdue me! Oh, He will 
be my Friend ! ' When, according to custom, I asked what 
I should pray for when I knelt beside him, he replied, 
' For the abandant outpouring of the Holy Spirit on this 
wretched heart, and on all that desire Him,' Be it remem- 
bered the old man can't read a word. 

TAe Shoin Sisters. — The following is a case of sisters 
who were affected at the Dunmull meeting: — They con- 
tinued to pray night and day, 'Lord remember me' — so' 
much so, that their mother haa informed me she has heard 
them pleating it through their sleep. A faithful God lis- 
tened to artless country ^rls of sixteen yeai-s of age, the 
only surviving children of their parents, and at the close 
of a prayer-meeting in the neighborhood both were 're- 
membered.' And how precious the thought that the God 
of love gave both the second birth the same night, as He 
had done the natural birth ! On our fii-st visit after the 
'Lord remembered them,' the fountains of feeling were 
1, and gave forth their sparkling treasures. It was 
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moving to see the girla sitting side by side repeating alter- 
nate vevsea of the 12th chapter of Isaiah. An old gentle- 
man from London, and a rector of Hereford, England, 
accompanied me. The latter asked to be allowed the priv- 
ilege of prayiTig in that house, and remarked, when we 
passed out, ' I wish my bishop had been here to-day, I 
think he would have altered his next chaise to his clergy 
about the Irish revival;' and the old Londoner, who was 
very much overcome, when he had dried his cheeks, lifted 
up both hands, and exclaimed, 'Well, if this be hysteria, 
God grant that London may he soon smitten with it! ' 

" The Little OrpJian Maid. — Only one otlier case I 
mention. It is that of a fatherless, motherless, orphan 
little servant maid. She is only thirteen years of age, and 
when about seven was left by a wretched mother in a farm- 
house, and she never came back to inquire after the child ; 
and some time after the poor thing heard all the being 
she had for a mother was dead. It was early for the little 
creature to put down her tiny hands to work for her bread ; 
but so it was, and she can say, ' When my father and my 

mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.' S 

M , by the kindness of her mistress, is permitted to 

attend regularly the Presbyterian church Sabbath-schooJ, 
and, by the care of an excellent teacher, can read very 
well. In the beginning of August, her mistress being from 
home, she was left alone in the house, and there came 
under deep conviction of sin ; and when her mistress re- 
turned, she found her (the little girl) lying in bed, weeping ; 
and she was again stricken while pulling flax in the field. 
When I called again on the I8th of that month, in answer 
to the question, when this work of grace began in her soul, 
her reply was, ' Several weeks ago.' — 'What brought you 
to think?' — 'Just felt I was a great sinner, and needed 
Jesus.' — 'Have you got Him?'— 'Yes.' — 'How do you 
know?' — ' Because my sins are taken away.' — 'How do 
you know that ? ' — ' God says, the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanscth us from all sin,' — 'Are you resting on 
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that word of Hie?' — 'Oh,yeasir.' As additional reasona 
of her being forgiven, she said she now loved the Bible, 
which she did not do before ; loved prayer, fell it sweeter, 
etc. She was next asked what she prayed for, ' For the 
blood of Christ to cleanse my sina away, and the Spirit of 
Christ to renew and sanctify my nature, and that He would 
be a father and mother unto me.' Daring these answers 
tears fell fast, but at the last allusion to her orphan situa- 
tion a convulsive sob shook her little breast, and the shower 
from her eyes came on heavier. It may be easily supposed 
there was no one present unmoved. As a last question, 
she was asked, ' Was there any particular text more than 
another her soul was now reposing on since she found 
peace V — ' Tea.' — ' What ? ' She raised her hand over her 
eyes — it seeming vain to try to stem the flowing spring- 
tide — and in broken sobs repeated, as well as choking 
utterance would let her, '"I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powera, 
nor things present, nor things to oome, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate as 
from the love of God, which is in Chi'ist Jesus our 
Lord." ' ^ One of the ' Scots Worthies ' departed this life 
sitting at his breakfastr-table (Bruce, I think), having re- 
quested his daughter to open the family Bible and lay it . 
before him, and place his forefinger on those two verses ; 
and the priceless passage that formed peaceful anchorage 
for the happy spirit of the departing 'Worthy' going 
home, fonns anchorage for the little Irish orphan maid, 
stunted in bodily growth by toil and hardship fi'om a child, 
yet admitted a daughter, I believe, of the Great King. 

"From a journal kept with verbal accuracy, from time 
to time, these details are merely excerpts. My record 
covers over three hundred cases, I dare not say of conver- 
sion, but I must say of the mighty Spirit's power to ' con- 
vince the world of sin.' From contact with this ' wonderful 
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work of God,' and being honored to take some little part 
in carrying it on, my spirit haa been literally overwhelmed 
with JL sense of my own deep un worth in ess, and yet that 
God should ' count mo worthy, putting me into the min- 
istry' at such a precious time of abounding mercy to per- 
ishing men ; and I have felt that all earthly honors pale 
into insignificance when compared with the highest God 
could confer on man, being a ' fellow-worker with God, and 
with His Christ.' It were worth living ten thousand ages 
in obscuiity and reproach, to be permitted to creep forth 
at the expiration of that time, and engage in the glorious 
work of the last six; months of Eighteen hundred and 
Fifty-nice." 
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Retiteninq from Scotland in the end of May, in com- 
pany with the Rev. J. H. Moore, of Connoj-, after tlie 
meetinsi of the Free Church Aesembly, the conversation 
bat^teen ns nitni illy turned upon the eitrflordinary move- 
ment then in piogteis in oui ndtnt land. Intelligence 
lecened ftom home dvinng the ten days previously had 
lufoimed us of its lapid spiead o\er the country; and it 
was futthei announced thit aome of the young men from. 
Connor weie about to \iBit the metiopoljs of the north, 
there to make known the gi'eat things they had witnessed 
in connection with the advancement of the work of God. 
I took occasion to express a somewhat unfavorable opinion 
of the proposed mission, when my fellow-traveller, inter- 
posing, said, "I have so often seen how human wisdom has 
been at fault in this whole movement, that I should not 
wonder if the employment of such an agency as that in 
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question ehonld be extensively blessed for good, and if the 
visit of our Mends should be only preparatory to a great 
awakening among yoar fellow-townsmen." 

Two days after and it was matter of record in the local 
journals tbat the revival tide had "set in" in Belfast. On 
the Sabbath evening previous, a very solemn meeting had 
been held in Linenhali-atreet Church, when the strangers 
refen-ed to desciibed the remarkable work going on in 
their own neighborhood, and impressed all present by their 
simple and touching statements. Neai- the close of the 
service, a female, who, it was said, had gone incredulous 
as to the reality of the movement, was affected in a man- 
ner similar to what had been witnessed in other places ; 
while others who had attended, both male and female, 
were reported of as being seized with religious convictions 
in their own dwellings. 

On the evening of Tuesday a meeting was held in 
another church, when, after addresses by the visitore fi-om 
Connor, a sti-ange commotion took place in the audience. 
A young woman first, then a young man, cried for mercy. 
Alter the usual dismissal, the people lingered behind in 
hundreds, paitly in amazement at what had taken place 
before their eyes, and partly for an additional opportunity 
of engaging in the exercises of devotion. The building 
was reSpened, and the pastor, the Rev. Hugh Hanna, who 
had been engaged up to this period elsewhere, presided. 
Next morning groups of interested persons were congre- 
gated aroiind the dwellings of those who had been "af- 
fected" on the preceding evening. The general impression 
was that the great realities which had been witnessed else- 
where had come amongst us, and that the gracious rain 
which had bo copiously fallen in other places, was about to 
descend in plenteous effusion throughout our bordei-s. 

A week later and the whole community was agitated by 
the unusual visitation. In the churches on the Sabbath, 
;ittention had been directed by tbeir respective pastors to 
the all -en grossing theme, while a feeling of deepest solem- 
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nity pervaded, the congregation b. In the course of a tew 
days reUgious meetings were commenced in many districts 
of tlie town, some of which had not long before acquired 
an unhappy notoriety as the scenes of party animosity, and 
even bloodshed. Every available agency was put into 
requisition to meet the exigency; and it became necessary 
for ministers to beg the cooperation of teachers in Sabbath- 
schools, and other friends, in attending to the awakened, 
as they themselves were even already almost worn out with 
Tvoi-k. 

At an early period in tho history of the revival in 
Belfast, the ecclesiastical anthorities, as might have been 
expected, took an opportunity of declaring their judgment 
with regard to it. The Bishop of the Diocese, at all times 
i-eady to identify himself with every enterprUe bearing 
upon the moral elevation of the community, took part in 
a series of discourses in course of delivery on the subject 
by one of his clergy, and expressed the most generous 
sentiments with respect to all, of whatever denomination, 
who were engaged in the advancement of this great work. 

The Eev. Dr. Miller, vicar, took occasion to insert a let- 
ter in the papers, in which he said — "Whatever be the 
issue of this movement, one thing, at least, is now evident, 
that amongst the people generally there is au awakening 
from spiritual death, an anxiety after the soul's salvation, 
and a growing desire for the means of grace. All this is 
a subject of deep gratitude and thankfulness to the Author 
and Giver of all good things. Yon are, perhaps, aware 
that a meeting of clergy, with our bishop presiding, was 
held yesterday, at the Clerical Rooms; and, as might have 
been expected, the unanimous feeling of the meeting was, 
that, with ministerial zeal and feithfuluess, but, at the same 
time, with a calm and prayerful spij'it, we should continue, 
as hitheito, to feel a lively interest in the matter, and avail 
ourselves of every aviulable opportunity, at all times and 
in all places, to preach and to teach Christ." 

The ministers of the Weslcyan and Independent bodies 
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threw themselves into tlie movement with characteristic 
enei'gy; while the Presbytery of Belfast, at its first meet- 
iDg, unanimously adopted the following resolution : — "The 
Presbytery desire to' express their thankfulness to God for 
the various signs of a religious awakening in this town and 
neighborhood, and do nrgeutly exhort the brethren of the 
Presbytery to use all diligence in improving the present 
serious attention to Divine things, by the use of such means 
of religious awakening and instruction as may to them 
appeal' best fitted to accomplish the groat end of the min- 
istiy in the conversion of souls to Christ, and the qnicken- 
ing and edifying of the Church of God, and very specially 
t-o plead with the Lord for the plentiful outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit." 

In expressing their views respectively, the brethren 
were of one mind with reference to the reality of the 
change then passing over so many of their fellow-men 
ai'ound them. Whatever might be thought of certain 
well-known accidents by which it was attended, it was 
profoundly felt and acknowledged to be a wonderful dis- 
play of sovereign grace, impossible to be accounted for by 
any other than a Divine agency. Their primaiy duty they 
solemnly declared to be to hail its advent, and to seek 
that its hallowed influence might be pei-petuated and 
extended over the whole land. Althougli little more than 
a week had elapsed since it had visited the town, the Mod- 
erator, the Eev. Robert Knox^ stated that he had already 
visited no less than sixty persons who had been brought 
nnder its influence. 

A week later, and a united meeting for prayer — the 
first of a series which is continued weekly until this day 
— was held in the Music Hall; the Mayor in the chair; 
the building being crowded to excess, while nearly a hun- 
dred ministers of all denominations filled the platform. 
That which was held on the following week was presided 
over by the Lord Bishop, and was so numerously attended, 
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that hundrecls who were unable to gain admittance en- 
gaged in similai- exercises in another pai-t of the building. 

Toward the end of the month, it having been conetd- 
ered desirable by some to bi'ing together in one place 
the fiienda of the movement in the suiTounding districts, 
the grounds of tho Botanic Gai'den were thrown open for 
the purpose, and an assemblage convened such as waa 
never seen before in the north of Ireland. I was not of 
those who looked with special favor on the proposal to 
collect together a miscellaneous multitude wbom it might 
be difficult to control, and over whom no human voice 
by possibility could reach ; while tho idea of such a gath- 
ering seemed rather to en^est that of a " demonstration " 
of mere numbers than of a holy convocation assembled for 
divine worahip. Nor, after the experience of two such 
meetings in which I have borne a part, have I seen cause 
to foim a different judgment respecting them. At the 
same time, I must declare that there was that in the 
settled demeanor and orderly airay of those unprecedented 
assemblies which presented to the beholder the finest speci- 
men of true moral sablimity. A friend came to me as I 
was about to join the moving mass that thronged our 
streets on their way thither, one as calmly philosophic as 
he is earnestly Christian in all his aims, and said, " Well, 
I have been looking on for the last half-hour on the most 
impressive spectacle I ever witnessed. I have seen in my 
own cowntiy, when a youth, some mighty gatherings, espe- 
cially during the agitation for Reform, and have stood 
by when thousands of sturdy and resolute men were con- 
gregated, whose very tramp had a stem pm-pose in it ; but 
I have never been so impressed by any such exhibition aa 
by the calm and earnest look of those plain men and 
women, with their Bibles in their hands, who are ponring 
on as in an unceasing stream toward the Gardens. I have 
not, aa yon know, been satisfied as to the wisdom of the 
course that has brought oil those people here, but I feel 
that I must join them in their solemn exercises. Come, 
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then, and let us go." And so, accordingly, we went, and 
found it even as my friend had SMd. There, in the centre 
of that spacious lawn with its shaven sward, and in a 
position encircled by noblo elms and beeches, — a most 
picturesque spot in garden scenery, — we mingled with the 
mighty congregation. 

Commanding the open space in which they met, the 
towers of the Queen's College peering through the trees, 
and the Cavehill in rugged majesty hounding the fmther 
view, stood the covered platform, or rather pavilion, which 
on that occasion served as the pulpit for the officiating 
brethren. From the same position the most extraordinary 
of living preachers, the Rev. Mr. Spui'geon, had about a 
year before proclaimed the message of mercy to listening 
thousands. But now the occasion was not one of preach- 
ing, but of prayer. These waiting multitudes had corae 
together not to hang upon the eloquence of man, bat to 
fiill down prostrate before the throne of God, Prom the 
crowded lanes and alloys of our town — from the lone 
hamlets of the hills, and cabins of the villages, all round 
for thirty or forty miles, they had come forth that day — 
many of them with hearts enlarged and full of new-born 
love — having bent the knee before they left their homes, 
and fervently implored a blessing on the devotions which 
they had sought to share. As they arrived from one and 
another region round about, the citizens stood amazed at 
their accumulating numbers, many an onlooker being led 
to inquii-e within himself whereunto this would grow. The 
great majority were strangers, who, as they passed through 
the crowded thoroughfares, took no heed of any of their 
attractions. Nothing of holiday c^andon was seen upon 
them — nothing of the promptings of mere curiosity, or 
admiration of the summer glories of the scene, diverted 
them from tlie grand object for which they had assembled. 
And now the thirty or forty thousand — for they were dif- 
ferently estimated — had met under the opon canopy of 
heaven, the fervors of the orb of day buing niitiyatt;d by a 
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thick veil of cloud ; the woraliippers now eending up their 
common sup plications to the mercy-seat, now filling all 
the air with theb- melodious pr^ee. 

It IB not necessary to deecribo in detail the proceedings 
of that solemn meeting. The presidential chair was filled 
by the then Moderator of the General Assembly, the apos- 
tle and patriarch of open-air assemblies for public worship. 
During the exercises were heard many cries for mercy ; 
and although the proceedings lasted for four hours, order 
reigned so fer as was possible among such a multitude. 
Here and there, however, were distinct groups of wor- 
shippers — some led by those of tender years, othei-s 
addressed by ministers or laymen. In the out^kii'ts there 
were occasionally some questionable scene?, as in one 
instance witnessed on leaving by myself and a brother 
minister, which we stepped forward to endeavor to re- 
strain, but the peculiar character of the exercises rendered 
it impossible for any one to inteipose by rational expostu- 
lation. Such extravagances, however, were comparatively 
rare, and there is no doubt that many subsequently traced 
their fli-st impressions to that day. By five o'clock the 
town was completely cleared of its unwonted visitors, and 
■ in a few houra aiierwao'ds those who had come from a 
distance were agfin in their respective homes. 

On the way homewai'ds, the engagements of many par- 
took of the spirit of the services of the forenoon. Some 
fiiends who had been at Portrush were retui'ning to town 
that evening; and as they met the excui-sion train witli 
its freight of seven hundred passengers at Antrim, their 
ears were saluted by a loud outburst of melody from the 
occapants of the third-class can-iages, as with one voice 
and sou! they sang together the now well-known revival 
lyric, " What 's the News ? " 

Of those who date their saving change from the great 

Garden meeting, the following is a pleasing specimen : In 

the course of the proceedings, a strong and powerful roan, 

who went from mere curiosity, was attracted to one of the 

11 
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side groups where a youthful iodividnal ^ 
those around him. At a certain point in the service a 
request was made that all should kneel down in prayer, as 
an act of submission to the Lord Jeans Christ. Slowly 
and reluctantly our visitor complied. He rose nnder great 
mental depression, and left the ground imder an agonizing 
sense of sin. He returned to his home in town, and sub- 
sequently, in hope of finding some relief, he stai'ted for his 
mother's house, some seven miles distant; bat no peace 
for him was there. He songht the prayer-meeting, but 
left it as he came, his burthen still unremoved. That 
night upon his bed he bad a sustaining view of Christ, 
beheld by faith, Next morning, finding a Christian fiiend 
who was at his d^ly occupation in the field, he asked an 
interest in bis prayers. They knelt together, and had not 
long been in that posture till he sank into an unconscious 
condition, and so remained for upwards of two houra. 
When ho arose, the burthen had fallen oi^ and he felt light 
and joyfi.ll in the Lord. Returning home another man, 
his first i-eaolvo was to give up the spirit trade, in which 
he had been engaged, a resolution which be at once carried 
into eifect. In the full joy of his heart lie stood up unso- 
licited in the face of a meeting assembled for prayer one 
evening, and avowed his change, taking as the ground of 
his remai-ks, "ITiereforo, being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." And 
ever since he has been enabled to witness a good con- 
fession ; while God has blessed his conversion and example, 
his pi-ayers and labors, as a means of bringing other strong 
men like himself to the feet of Jesus. 

It was only a week or two before the meeting to which 
I have adverted, that I had witnessed for the first time 
the physical prostrations to which the public attention bad 
been so largely turned. Being requested by the Rev. 
Hugh Hanna ~ to whose congregation a signal blessing 
has been vouchsafed — to aid him in one of his evening 
meetings, it devolved on me, after the Introductory devo- 
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tionfil services, to deliver a short address to those as- 
gemtled, aod by whom the church was densely filled — 
as, indeed, it was on successive evening for months 
together. The subject which I selected as the topic of 
discourse was the unconditional freeness of the gospel of- 
fer. Anxious to repress any tendency to mere excitement, 
I endeavored to set forth in the most didactic and nnitn- 
passioned strain the way of salvation, avoiding every allu- 
sion that might be calculated to awaken mere emotion in 
any of the audience. I had not, however, proceeded far, 
until there arose from a female voice a despairing and yot 
tender cry, accompanied t>y a sinking of the bodily en- 
ergies, insomuch that she had to be borne from the place 
of meeting. This case was soon after succeeded by another 
and another, untQ it became necessary to suspend the ad- 
dress in course of delivery, and eng^e in an exercise of 
sin^ng, until all who were affected had been removed. 
After this the service proceeded withoat further interrup- 
tion to its close, if close it could be cailed, as after the 
benediction the congi'egation kept their seals, and showed 
no disposition to retire. It was necessary, therefore, to 
resume, and again address the thirsting multitude. The 
benediction was a second time pronounced, and yet they 
lingei-ed in the sanctuary. At length the place was cleared, 
and I accompanied the minister, and. one or two other 
brethren, to the library, to which the affected parties had 
been removed. That apartment being densely filled by 
themselves and their attendant relatives and fi'iends, they 
were immediately taken into the adjoining gallery of the 
church. There they remained, some for a shorter, othera 
for a longer period, until they were sufficiently recovered 
to be removed. AH were, to all appearance, laboring under 
the pressure of an intolerable burthen — that burthen 
sin. One at least, a vei-y interesting givl, about fourteen 
years of age, had begun to emerge out of "the depths" 
of soul-soiTOW, and was speaking very touchingly of tlie 
grace and beauty of the Saviour, In the case of the 
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majority (I think there were from twelve to fifteen — all 
females), human help was manifestly nnavaiiing, and we 
could only commit them to the tenderness of the Divine 
compassion. There was one of the cases which I had no 
donbt was hysterical, and nothing more. The yonng wo- 
man was violently vociferous and convulsive ; whereas in 
the others there was nothing of convulsive movement 
whatsoever. 

The next day, having taken down their addresses, I re- 
solved to visit at their own houses some of the " stricken" 
of the preceding evening. In the first house I entered I 
fonnd the girl in bed, conscious and intelligent, but not yet 
recovered out of the Jirst etago of her prostration, as I 
have described it. By her side sat a sister, who had her- 
self been siniil.arly affected, but who had found relief from 
her mental anguish, although she seemed to have but a 
scanty knowledge of the gospel. Seated in the kitchen, 
however, I found, on entering, a young female, in whom I 
became all at onoe deeply intei'ested. She was tidily, but 
plainly, dressed, and on her countenance was an expression 
of "perfect peace" — it was, indeed, lit up with a look of 
radiant joy. She had a Bible in her hand ; and in answer 
to my questioning, she stated that a short time previously 
she herself had undergone, in the same church, a similar 
process to that which was now so common, and was rejoic- 
ing in God her Saviour. She was employed in a weaving 
factory in town, and " as her web was out," and she had a 
day to hei-se!^ she had taken the opportunity of making 
the rounds of some of her acquaintances, who had been 
undergoing a like spiritual transition. She had been a 
Sabbath-school soliolar, and showed a thorough acquaint- 
ance with her Bible. She spoke of her "good hope through 
grace" with unshaken coniidence, while sensible, at the 
same time, that clouds and darkness might now and then 
assail her in the Christian pilgrimage. She cared for little 
now — for nothing, indeed, of the earth. Even her daily 
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food was scai-cely necessary to lior, " Chvist was hor meat 
and drink," and she was happy in Him. 

The next occasion (I may here observe) on which I saw 
this yonng disciple was a peculiarly interesting one. Be- 
ing in attendance some weeks after at one of the mid-day 
meetings of the mill-girls held in the school-house in con- 
nection with Linenhail-street Church, — meetings which 
are still regularly maintained, — I was witness to a touch- 
ing scene. One of the females present, towards the close 
of the exercise, was seized with an extreme weakness. 
She did not raise a ciy, nor did she use any words, but her 
downcast look and tearful countenance told of the conflict 
that was going on within. Several ministers were presents 
one of whom, an Episcopal i-ector from a distance, offered 
up an impressive prayer. By-and-by, when othera had 
fallen off from her who had excited so much solicitude, 
one of her fellow-workera, who was in the little meeting, 
was seen hasting to her side, and kneeling down amid the 
hushed attention of all present, was heard to offer up a fer- 
vent and most appropriate supplication for the afflicted 
one. It was a truly affecting scene. The offerer of the 
consolation I recognized at once as my young friend, whom 
I had met before on her eiTand of sympathy with the sis- 
ters of the family whom I had first visited. I asked her, 
at the close, how matters went with her now, nhen she it 
once replied, that she was quite happy in Chiist, ind had 
" got more love." I have seen her once ind again smce, 
and have reason to believe that she continue- stoidfist 
and exemplai-y, and has, in her humble wiy, pio\ed "a 
BHccorer of many," 

But to i-esume. Calling at another house adjacent, I 
found a young woman seated in the apartment, pei-fectly 
calm and collected, but in a condition of deep and despair- 
ing agony. Sitting by her side was one of her own sex, 
upon whose countenance was a veiy diffei-ent aspect, — the 
unmistakable indication of a reigning serenity within. In 
the course of our couverssition, T Icai'uod, in a few words, 
11" 
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her spiritual histoiy. She had, according to her statement, 
heen brought np the member of a pious family, but had 
not until a ehoi-t time before known in her own experience 
anything of the power of piety. On the contraiy, she had 
no concern about the one thing needfal, and put away 
from her all tendency to serious thought. When the i-e- 
vival came, and others were attending meetings every 
evening, she resolved for herself that she would resist 
eveiy solicitation to be present at them, caiing for none of 
these things. One day, however, when at her work (she 
was engaged in a sewed muslin establishment in town), 
she was arrested all at once by a eight of her own sinful- 
ness, and laid her head upon the bench befoi-e her, that she 
might give hereelf up to solemn meditation. No sooner 
had she so far given way to serious considei-ation than, 
under the prompting of an uncontrollable impidse, she fell 
down on her knees and cried imploringly foi' mercy. 
Others of her fellow-workei-s were looking on, and in the 
midst of her distress it cause into her mind, at the sugges- 
tion, she believed, of Satan, that she was subjecting her- 
self to the imputation of great weakness by such a public 
exhibition of hei' private griefs, and i-ebuking that instant 
the inMnuation of the evil deceiver, she cried all the more 
earnestly, and ere long had such a view of Christ, and such 
1 sense of His won lious loM- th^t ^len she aiose Jie 
could lejoi^e in the issui wcc of a j.iescnt sahition And 
now she also was mikmg i few cills on those of whom 
she hal hcaid as being nought out of the same loving 
•^avioui who hat come to hei in such a time is she de- 
fined Him not As oui mteniew proceedel i joung 
w<man entered tlie place the sime I at once obsei\ed, 
whose c*ise I hid legaided as meie hjsteiia the pievioue 
e^eImi> ind whose demeanoi dil not now funtsh any 
satisfa«torj evidence to the contiaij On being mquued 
of whethei she hi! ivy evidence of her acceptance in 
tie Right of Ool she insweied that the weiaht wts still 
1 It Ui ! ei t, ^l d ll it foi i licf 'il c ns 1 L t j re- 
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turn to the jji-ayer-meeting in the evening. My fcllow- 
viaitor, whose case I have narrated, said to mo, wlien sub- 
sequently refen'lng to the experience of this other, tliiit 
she regarded it as far from hopeful, as the young v 
in question seemed to be going about after ] 
instead of going at once to Christ, 

I paid a third visit in another psirt of tho town, viz., 
Sandy Bow, to a house in which one of the inmates, a 
young girl, was laid upon the bed, also in the flrat stage 
of physical prostration. The old man, her father, who 
received me, said he was not sorry, indeed, to see her 
there. She had been boi-ne in in that state fl-om Jhe meet- 
ing the previous night, and he hoped that, when she re- 
covered, she would be different from what she ever had 
been before. Her temper was in great need of improve- 
ment; and if the same result took place with her as with 
her sister, who had been affected as she was, it would be a 
blessed change for her and them. The next time I called, 
he assured me that hia expectations had been iully real- 
ized respecting his daughter. "And now," sdd he, "there's 
not a better girl in the- neighborhood." 

In company with my old friend the father, who said 
that he fenew at least forty in that neighborhood who were 
brought under the same gracious influence, I called on a 
young man who had a short time before, as was repre- 
sented, experienced a wondrous change. He had been a 
"good-for-nothing fellow," spending his earnings in the 
public-house, fi-equenting no place of worship, lounging 
about the fields upon the Sabbath, a fearful swearer, and 
a dog-iighter. We visited the miserable hovel, scarcely 
eight feet square, which served as the abode of himself, 
his wife, and three little children, and found that he had 
not recovered sufficient strength to enable him to return 
to his work on the railway hard by, but that he was mak- 
ing a few calls on some others in the vicinity who had been 
brought to themselves as he was. We heard from his wife, 
before he reliirnod, his strikins story. Slie had hoi-self, she 
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ssud, been brought to Christ at one of the meetings ; and 
though he was very averse to go, ahe had prevailed on him, 
about a fortnight before, to accompany her to Linenhall- 
Street Chureh, where an address was being delivered by- 
some Scottish minister. She prayed inwardly that the 
word might reach her husband's heart. Scarcely had she 
sought for mercy on his behalf^ when, looking round to 
observe his looks, she saw him all at once tarn deadly pale, 
and then, with a loud cry, he fell to the earth, and had to 
be removed from the place of meeting. He was in gi'eat 
agony of mind afterwards, but had found peace ; and now, 
oh, what,a change ! What sometimes affected hiin was 
his straitened circumstances, and his inability, not yet hav- 
ing regained his strength, to go about his work. The other 
day, looking at her and the children in want of bread, he 
had burst out into a fit of crying; but she had cheered him 
up, and, handing him the Bible, bid him read a chapter, 
for she could not read herself; which done, he offered up a 
prayer, and then was as happy as ever. By this time the 
husband had returned, when he confirmed all we had heard 
respecting him. "I was indeed," said he, "a drunken ras- 
cal — nothing less ; and all my pleasure was to drink and 
sin. But, blessed be His name ! I have seen a sight which 
has made me another man." And then he went on to 
nan-ate, in simple, yet eloquent language, the mode in 
which the spiritual transition had been realized. He was 
lying on his bed writhing under the burden of sins ; and 
s ch a bu Jen He saw his sins roiling down like monn- 
ti na of lead u( o h m, and he felt that they must sink 
1 nto].eito Bit presently he saw ("that is," he 
o t n ei 1 1] o /It I saw") a glorioas Being rising up 
befo el w th sweet countenance, and bearing on him 
the m I s of bem^, c ucified ; and as He drew near, the 
mountains of e began to sink down out of view, until 
it Inst they we e all gone, and nothing was to be seen but 
ilo Ug Si our I think," he said, "I see Him still, and 
I wiah if it bo His will, never to let Him out of my sight." 



A.oogic 



THE WORK IN ewart's eow. 129 

AiicT then he went on to say how he loathed the practices 
he had loved. Whiskey was now his abomination, and he 
would not for the world enter the place where it was sold ; 
and ae for profane sweai-ing, he did not feel the least temp- 
tation to if, and when at any time he saw that an oath 
was coming out of the lips of any one, it made his very 
bonea to tremble. But I mnat not enlarge. I have once 
and again visited this interesting couple in humble life — 
on one occasion with two brother ministers from Italy, who 
had taken the opportunity when here of inqniring into the 
character, and estimating the results of the revival — and 
I have every reason to believe that they continue to walk 
together in love, and that theirs is, in the highest sense of 
the word, a happy home. They have, some months ago, 
quitted their former wretched habitation, and are now en- 
joying the substantial comforts of a commodious dwelling. 
Not to dwell longer, however, on individual instances, I 
shall here introduce an interesting communication respect- 
ing the work in another district in the outskirts of the 
town. The place is called Ewart's Row, and ie inhabited 
altogether by mill-workei-s. The proprietors of the mill, 
the principal of whom is our present excellent chief magis- 
trate, lent every facility to their work-people to avdl them- 
selves of the opportunities of religious instruction which 
were so abnndantly enjoyed, and have had their reward in 
the improved habits of their little community. The winter 
of the subjoined statement is a young female, the daughter 
of a respectable tradesman, whose own spiritual history is 
deeply interesting. Up to the 29tii of June she was alto- 
gether frivolous in her tastes, and fond of gayety and 
worldly amusements. She had, however, been impor- 
tuned by a friend to attend a meeting in the Rev, Hugh 
Hanoa's church, on the evening of the day in question, 
^nd very reluctantly complied. In the course of the ser- 
vice, a young woman fell down by her side, and in the act 
of rising, to follow and render her assistance, she herself 
was simiLirly smyd. ITaving been removed to her own 
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home, she was for several days subjected to extreme bodily 
■weakneK!, her raind, however, all the while in "perfect 
peace." On her recovery, finding that a walk of nseful- 
uees was opened up to her, and under the prompting of an 
earnest desire to do good to others, she opened a class for 
the matrnction of her sisters in the "Row," so many of 
whom had heen themselves the subjects of the mereiful 
visitation. Although in the subjoined statement she makes 
no refei'ence to hei-self, it is well known that the enterprise 
owes its success mainly to her devoted labors : 

"Ewart's R«w is a manufaetnring suburb of Belfast, on 
the north side of the town, having a population of about 
fifteen hundred souls. It was visited by the grace of God 
at an early period of the revival. Many were brought to 
a saving knowledge of Jesna in a very remarkable way. 
The change that was thus manifested, and the earnest 
entreaties and fervent prayers of the converts for the sal- 
vation of their fnends and neighbors, by the Divine bless- 
ing, awakened the whole locality. There waa no district 
of Belfast so deeply moved. The whole population crowded 
to prayer-meetings and open-Mr preachings, evincing the 
deepest seriousness and concern about eternal things. Ev- 
ery one betook himself to the prayerful reading of the 
Bible, Those who could read but imperfectly, or not at 
all, bewailed their inability; everyone became eager for 
instmction in the Word of God, At this crisis the Ewart's 
Row school was opened by the district visitors connected 
with the Berry-street Church. Christian fi-iends from 
other congregations joined in the good work, and the Lord 
has crowned their labor with abundant success. The 
average attendance on three evenings during the week is 
about one hundred and fifty. Many of the girls who could 
read but veiy imperfectly at the opening of the school, in 
three months had committed the whole of the Shoi'ter 
Catechism ; others, the greater portion of the Boob of 
Psalms; and many, portions of the Scriptures. Their mem- 
ories are stored with the Word of God. Their hearts fonrlly 



A.oogic 



EDUCATIOJiAL OPERATIOSS. 131 

cherisli it, and their Uvea are beautifully regulated by its 
requirements. Useful brancbea of instniction have been 
introduced. Many of the poor girls now write a beautiful 
hand. Some have advanced considerably in ai-ithmetic. 
Industrial occapationa have engaged the time of others, 
■who will ahoi-tly be better fitted for domeatic duties. 

" The good done in every direction is incalculable. Scrip- 
ture classes and prayer-meetings are without end in the 
district. The excitement attendant on the earlier stages 
of the revival has passed away, but a deep and settled 
seriousness remains, the result, it is believed, of the saving 
grace of God. The greatest happiness that earth can 
ifloid IS enjoyed by teachera ind 'tcholiis in their schools 
ind piayti meet ngs The teioheis dih|^ht in the work, 
and confers that the houis vpent \n Ewart'a Row have 
been imong the hapi lest of tht,ii lives The Lord has 
done gieit thm^a foi ns The ch mcje witnessed in the 
locohty IS astonishing The leisure houra were formerly 
devote 1 to boioteioua amu'^ement'i, in which profane 
swelling T\ IS piaotiaed to a feiiful evtent ; now the name 
of God 18 never heaid but with re\erence, on any lipa. 
Both sexea ha\e shaied in the giace of tod, and Ewart'a 
Row IS now iiegenetated locality" 

With lefeienoe to the changed character of the popnla- 
tion in the "Row" above referred to, or rather rowa, for 
there are three of them running parallel to each other, the 
Rev. Joshua W. Collins, who resides in the immediate 
neighborhood, and has had abundant opportunitiea of 
knowing the general habite and chai-acter of the people, 
makes the following very gratifying atatement: 

" Much as we all needed thia awakening, I know not any 
district, in town or countiy, where a 'revival' was more 
required than that of which I now write. I am unwilling 
to state all I have heard and known of it. The etns of 
the times in all their extent were there indulged in. Quar- 
i-elling, drunkenness, profanity, Sabbath-breaking, indecent 
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conversation, and indifference to religious ordinances wei-e 
wuivei-sally pi-evalent. 

" You know the process by which a woncli-ous change 
has been effected. Of the 'cases,' many, I have no donbt, 
were pnrely hysterical, and I invariably treated them as 
such. It was easy for any one who had experience in 
the movement to discriminate between these and others 
wherein symptoms were evinced that no principle known 
to medical science can explain, and which, I doubt not, are 
solely referable to the Holy Spirit, 

"The firat 'stricken' here were In the factory; and the 
sensation produced when they were carried home may be 
more easily irai^ined than described. The place, so lately 
given up, to all appearance, to the Wicked One, was now 
filled with anxiety about salvation. ' Won't you come into 
this house, sir, and pray with us?' 'Ah, please your rev- 
erence, my daughter is crying to see yon!' 'S«relyyou 
will not pass us by, and all of us in such trouble ?' These 
were the entreaties by which I was met on every side as 
often as I went that way, and many a time by night as well 
as day bad I to visit them. To have their burdens lifted 
off; to know Jesus, to be at peace with God, was tlieir 
only wish. Some, to my knowledge, were at least forty- 
eight honi's without food. To speak to them and pray for 
them was all they wanted. 

" I commenced immediately an open-air preaching in the 
district, in which I was assisted by other brethren. During 
three months in the summer, service was held in the Row 
and adjoining neighborhood at least three times weekly, 
and fi-equently attended by three thousand pei-sons. 

"As to the results up to the present time, I am prepared 
to state, from my own knowledge, that while in a few, a 
very few cases, there has been a declension from their firat 
love, yet I do not know of any aggravated declension, even 
in a single instance. The large proportion of those affected 
cleave steadfastly to Christ, and by their whole demeanor 
prove, so far as we can judge, tliat they are ' born again.' 
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The people ge lerally speiting, are now mGiiibers of some 
cliui-ch, and f eq ent it regulai'ly. The diilclren go to a 
Sabbath-achool ind n every respect 'old things have 
passed awiy tU tl „'( a e become aew.' It is pleasant 
now to go to th te ows. All are anxions to receive 
every one 1 o con es to speak to them of Christ and His 
salvation. The voice of prayer and praise is heard nightly 
in almost every dwelling. God is now honored where His 
holy name was blasphemed and Satan was wont to tri- 
umph ; and there ia, as the result of this glorious awaken- 
ing, deep cause to unite with the psalmist, and exclium — 

' O sing B, new song to the Lord, 

For woniiers he hatli done ; 

His right hand and liis lioly arm 

Him victory hatli won.' " 

The i-eports of tho extraordinary work of grace going on 
amongst us, attracted at an early period ministers and other 
Christian friends of ail denominations from England and 
Scotland, whose assistance in conducting meetings, and 
otherwise countenancing the work, was most important 
and valuable. The Scottish brethren were largely en- 
couraged to come over by the generous liberality of Peter 
Druramoad, Esq., of Stirling, who was among the first from 
a distance to mingle in the scenes associated with the 
awakening, and who on his return supplied the means by 
which a considerable nural>er of ministers were enabled to 
cross the Channel for the same purpose. 

Among those who visited us at this time, none were 
more highly prized, either in Belfast or elsewhere, than 
Mr. Brownlow North, to whom i-eference has been made 
in connection with the great meetings at Portrush. The 
striking spiritual history of Mr. North himseli^ his high 
social status, and the wonderful success attending his 
labors, especially for the preceding two years in Scotland, 
all contributed to concentrate public attention on his evan- 
gelistic labors. He came to Belfast in the end of June, 
12 



A.oogic 



134 THE REVIVAL IN THIS CAPITAL OF ULSTER. 

and did not leave Ulster for two months afterwards. Dar- 
ing the intermediate period, he was employed inceseantly 
in public ministration e, and had most abundant and sus- 
taining ovidcnco that his labor was not in vain. 

Having had frequent opportunities of hearing this emi- 
nent servant of Christ daring his aojoui-n here, I can bear 
testimony to the wonderful power of his addresses — for 
sermons, in the usual acceptation of the term, they cannot 
be designated; although, however, there was no attempt 
at methodical arrangement or rhetorical art, yet such was 
the intense and outbreaking energy of the speaker, that 
every one felt compelled to hsten. Thousands and thou- 
sands were gathered around him ; and whether under the 
open canopy of heaven, or in the largest buildings that 
could be thi-own open to receive him, he was ever ready to 
proclaim that truth which in his on n case, he had found 
inestimably precious. His visits to the awakelied dktricts 
were peculiarly seasonable In miny casL's those who re- 
garded themselves as bioaght undei saiin^ influence were 
disposed msunly to rest foi comfort on then own experi- 
ence of pardon and of the pieciouine'^s of Christ. With 
reiterated fulness of demonstration he exposed the futility 
of relying on such a flimsy in I unsubstaiitinl ground of 
hope, and the neceasitj of being fixed immovably on the 
"foundation that is laid m Zion The young disciple, 
burning with all the nidsi of i fii«t iftection, was thus 
taught the necessity of being equipped for woi-k and 
warfai-e, and of providing igiinst the d^y of trial and 
temptation by a famUiai acquamtince with the stable and 
sustaining verities of the written Woid of God. 

Reserving for the Ap] en lix the statistical department 
of the work in Belfast I select, ft om tho statements kindly 
supplied, the following narrative by the Eev. William 
Johnston, of Townsend stieet Chuich, moie especially as 
the cases detailed are typicil m then chancter: 

"The classes in my on-^tegation I fchould suppose, like 
any other, consist of the pitf ue the caidcss, the formul- 
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ists, the bactslidera, and the children of God. These have 
all been brought, more or less, under the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, and effects have been produced, the personal 
knowledge of which has created the deep-seated and de- 
liberate conviction, that, however many may doubt or 
deiide, ' this is the finger of God.' 

" The FaMen. — The most hopeless class in our commu- 
nity is composed of those who have lost the vii-tue and the 
dignity of women, and who have sunk to the lowest level 
of degradation which any human creatui-e can occupy. And 
yet, as in the days of onr Loi-d, harlots ai-o entering into 
the kingdom of heaven before some of our wretched and 
lifeleM Pharisees. One humble but devoted Christian 
woman, a member of my church, has been honored of God 
to rescue, during the last few months, some twenty ' un- 
fortunates ' out of sin and misery; and one of the most 
difiicnit, as well as the most delightful poi-tions of my min- 
isterial work during the past summer, has been to provide 
temporai-y support and permanent employment for those 
who, like the prodigal, wei'e disposed to return. With the 
exception of one or two who have relapsed, by the ti'each- 
ery and diabolism of their own relatives and companions 
in crime, they are all doing admii-ably. Some are in good 
sei-vice; one haa been married; and the rest ai-e happy in 
active daily labor. Not the least intei-esting portion of our 
worshipping assembly on each Sabbath-day, and at our 
weekly prayer-meetings, are these Marys of the church, — 
these daughtei-s of the revival, whose simple dress, and 
marked attention, and regular attendance, and steady 
walk, indicate the dawn of a brighter day, the foretaste of 
a better fiitui'e. 

"TAe Careless have been generally awakened ; and in 
many oases, though not in all, or perhaps in most, the 
work of deep conviction has issued in saving conversion. 
In this class 'the bodily manifestations' seem to have been 
especially blessed. These manifestations have been far 
too much tiilked about, and regarded by many at a dis- 
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tance aa if they formed the whole work, or the principal 
feature of it. This is a great mistake. In onr congrega- 
tion, there were not many eases of the kind ; but such aa 
did occar, served, to my certain knowledge, veiy much the 
purpose of ' the mailing mighty wind ' preceding tlie out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. They 
roused the slnmbering mass; they startled whole streets; 
they called special attention to the deep conviction of the 
person affected ; they awed and awakened the minds of 
many whom curiosity had brought ' to come and see ;' and 
they were employed and overruled to send many back to 
their homes and their closets to think of their own lives, to 
cry to God for their own souls, and to look to Christ for 
pardon and acceptance as they had never looked before. 
Of the many illustrative cases I might quote, I shall give 
but few : 

" One fine young thoughtless girl, a pupil in the Sab- 
bath-Bchool, was asked to go and sing in the house where 
another pereon was in deep distress. She had not been 
many minutes in the room when the bodily manifesta- 
tions so impressed her, that she went home to consider 
the question, ' Have I not as much reason to weep for iny 
own sins, and pray for my own soul?' For days and 
weeks she continued in the deepest anxiety of mind, until, 
after a painfal and protracted conflict, in which her judg- 
ment had well-nigh given way, she shut heraelf up to closet 
prayer with God, until she found peace in the finished 
work and perfect righteousness of Christ. She is now a 
consistent member of the church, and an efficient teacher 
in the Sahbath-school, and these cKercises of her mind 
have been blessed to the conversion of her sister, who is 
also adorning the doctrine of G-od her Saviour. 

"At the first prayer-meeting in my church which retura- 
ing strength permitted me to attend, when engaged at 
the first prayer, one of my petitions was that God would 
be pleased to convince anil convert some poor careless 
sinner present. Immediately after, there burst forth a 
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most piteous, plaintive cry for mercy. The person was 
canied out, and tlie prayer proceeded, when, shoi'tiy after, 
another ci'y was heard, and another pei-son was taken away 
by the elders of the church. When the services in the 
charoh were concluded, I went to the school-room to apeak 
to these persons, and, to my surprise, I found that the first 
affected was one of the most hardened and apparently 
hopeless caees in the congregation. She was a grand- 
mother, a strong-minded, active, worldly woman — one 
upon whom I had been calling for twelve years, and 
trying, without any success, to bring to a sense of sin or 
to the house of God. She seemed utterly indifferent to 
the salvation of her soul, and twice dead in sin. On the 
week before, her daughter had been awakened, and she 
had prevailed on her poor mother to come down that 
evening to the prayer-meeting, and then and there she was 
cut to the heart, ' That 's me ! ' she exclaimed, and a sense 
of her sin bui-st upon her mind, under which she felt utterly 
overpowered. Pier daughter and she are both rejoicing 
ill Jesus, and are one with Christ in the fellowship of the 
church. 

"At onr communion in October, one person came fov- 
wai'd and asked admission to the fellowship of the church, 
who had been for above twenty years a seat-holder. He 
was an honest, good-natured, worldly, godless man, and 
the father of a large family. His eon had been awakened, 
and was also asking admission. The work of grace in the 
heart of his child had struck home conviction to his own 
soul ; and with a most ingenuous confession of his sin, and 
a powerful statement of the thorough -disgust and dread 
with which the manifold inconsistences of others professing 
reli^on had often filled him, he told ns how the love of 
Christ had been shed abroad in his heart, and that he now 
unreservedly 'yielded himself to the Lord.' With him 
were seated twelve others, advanced in years, formerly all 
careless and dead, but now humble followers of Christ, and 
seeking, through His mediation, admission to the fellowship 
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of the church. Their deep sense of aia, their humbling 
view of self, their strong conSdence in Christ, and thiiir 
cleav views of truth were such that they were all welcomed 
into the fellowship of the church, and hailed as blessed 
fruits of the revival. Two of the men had been for years 
given greatly to drink, bnt they ai'e now sober and consis- 
tent Christiana, and stand out monuments of sovereign 
grace. 

'^ The Formalists. — Like moat of my brethren in the 
ministry, I had too many in my church, who, whilst steady 
in their attendance on the means of grace, were, after all, 
but formalists in i^eligion. Upon many of these the most 
marked change has taken place, and, as they themselves 
declare, ' they never knew or felt the power or peace of re- 
ligion before.' One man up in yeai'S, moral in his character, 
and well acquainted with the Word, whilst i-etuming from 
the prayer-meeting in the Botanic Garden, heard a number 
of lads singing one of our beautiful psalms; God ordered 
that sound to reach his heart, and the deepest conviction 
seized upon his soul. I never saw or met with a more dis- 
tressed mind. He had no rest, day nor night, for weeks. 
He happened to meet me one day in one of the most 
ci'owded thoroughfares of Belfast, and stopped me to ask, 
'What must I do to be saved? I have been a hypocrite 
and a formalist for nearly foi-ty yeai-s ; I have been walking 
through life with si veil over my eyes, and I feel such a 
burden of sin, that if I do not get relief I must die, and 
be damned.' For weeks no promise could give him pe.ace. 
He knew his Bible well, bat that only added aggi'avation 
to his guilt. Human counsels were utterly powerless. We 
could only pray with him, and for him. Nor was this in 
vain. We met him one day, and were delighted to see 
at once a gladsome countenance, the index of a blessed 
change. He told me God had shown him his mistake. He 
had wished God to metid his heart but that would not do ; 
and it was not until, on his knees, he had unreservedly re- 
signed himself to the Lord, and asked the Holy Spirit to 
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renew him in the whole man after the image of God, that 
the Lord Jesus bad mercy on him, and had pardoned and 

accepted him It so happened, that a few weeks 

after, I began my pastoral visitation for this -winter with 
my friend John, When seated together at his fireside, 
he said, 'I thinlc, Mr, Johnston, the ministers are all 
preaching a great deal better than they used to do.' — 
' Perhaps,' said I, ' the people are hearing a good deal 
better than they used to do.' — ' That may be,' he replied ; 
'but I think they ought to preach agood deal better.' — 
'Why so?' I asked, 'Because,' said he, 'the people are 
all praying now for their ministers ; and befoi-e this revival, 
they left all the praying as well as the pi-eaehing to them.' 
John is now a living stone in the spiritual temple. 

" One other illustrative ease is that of a young man, who, 
like Saal, stands out head and shoulders above most of his 
bi'Cthren ; that fine, manly body is the tenement of a clear 
mind and a generous disposition. He has maintained an 
excellent chara^iter, and is a pei-son of very active hahita. 
He has been for years a member of the church. He has 
been engaged in the spirit trade, and managed his business 
with all due regard to propriety, and as well as that branch 
of business can be conducted. During last spring, a ser- 
mon which I preached, on the sin and shame of the trade, 
so 'nettled ' him, that for weeks and months he never en- 
tered our church. During last summer, the Spirit beg.in 
to work deeply on his mind. The fii-st serioos awakening 
was at a prayer-meeting in Townsend Street, on an evening 
when a noble-minded elder of the Presbyterian Church, 
and a leading merchant in our town, was expounding the 
parable of the prodigal son. Reflection deepened into con- 
viction, and that conviction, for several days and nights, 
was exhibited in agonizing wrestling with Gtod for mercy. 
That heavenly Father, who never said to any of the seed 
of Jacob, ' Seek ye my face in vain,' heard his prayer, and, 
after a most anxious ordeal, granted him pardon and peace 
through the blood of the Lamb. At one of our prayer- 
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meetings he came forward and asked liberty to epeak a few 
words. This gi-anted, he proceeded to ^ve ns a moat 
interesting statement of the rise and progress of religion 
in his soul. He told us that for years he had been a pro- 
fessor of religion, but only a formalist and a hypocrite — 
that he had never known what the peace of God was until 
within the last few days — and that if all there but knew 
the blessedness of I'eliglon, they would seek it at once in 
and through Jesus Christ, and they would not be disap- 
pointed. After an earnest appeal, he resumed his seat. 
Many, who had not much faith in the revival, remarked, 
that the address was all veiy well, but they would wait to 
see what of the whiskey-shop. They bad not to wait long ; 
the very next week the house was cleared of every vestige 
of the whiskey trade; he has washed his hands clear of all 
inconsistency ; he takes an active part in our religious 
meetings; his new business prospere beyond all expecta- 
tion, under the blessing of God; he has just passed 
through a fearful ordeal of illness, rejoicing in tribulation ; 
he has been the honored instrument of bringing several of 
his relatives and friends to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and he is going steadily forward adorning in his 
daily walk the doctrine of God his Saviour, 

" The Backsliders have not been forgotten by our graci- 
ous God. Of many we might report with holy joy, but 
one case only will we quote. He was a young man of 
prepossessing appearance, excellent character, i-eflecting 
habits, and religious profession. He was well educated in 
the Scriptures, and much liked. He was a successful Sab- 
bath-school teacher, and a regular commujiicant in the 
church. After some time he was appointed superintendent 
of a Sabbath-school, and all went on well under his man- 
agement. By-and-by a striking change passed over him. 
He became dissatisfied with everything, and gave up the 
charge of the school, — fell away from the communion of 
the church, and finally ceased to attend the house of God. 
The seci-et of all was, he had begun to read infidel books. 
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by which his faith was overthrown, and he was nn- 
fortanately drawn into the darkness of Deism, and openly 
avowed his contempt of Christianity, In this state of 
raind he continued for several months. When the Spirit 
of God visited our town and congregatioc, the manifestar- 
tions of His power were treated by him with utter incre- 
dulity, and the whole movement was regarded as woman's 
weakness and nervous sympathy. The work of grace was 
denied ; and when on one occasion the conversation turned 
on the power of prayer, that power was defied, — 'Let any 
six men tiy and pray me down.' One humble fellow- 
workman — himself awakened at a prayer-meeting, and a 
reclaimed backslider, and at that vety time anxiously alive 
about his own soul — secretly accepted the challenge. 
There was one other heart which loved that erring brother 
through and through — a friend who had rejoiced in his 
rise, and now grieved over his fall, — one who, ' since the 
day he heard it, did not cease to pray for hini, and to de- 
sire that he might be filled with the knowledge of His will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.' Whilst the 
prayers were being pi-esented, the last case which we have 
detailed occarred, and that address at our prayer-meeting 
was reported to him by his companion. It was on a Satur- 
day morning, and the earnest tone of that working-man, 
himself a monument of mercy, went to the heail of his 
erring friend. He went home that day in silent anxiety, 
and reached his home to retire at once to his closet. He 
took down his neglected Bible, and opening it at random, 
his eye fell on the 51st Psalm, and as he read it he wond- 
ered. He closed it, and opening it again, his attention was 
..drawn to the 39th Psalm, with all its solemn warnings. 
Melted down, be fell on his knees, and casting himself on 
God in Christ for foi^iveness and acceptance, all his diffi- 
culties vanished, he could not tell how, and there was no 
objection urged by Tom Paine to which he could not liave 
given a sufficient answer, Tiie next Sabbath he was at 
cituicli both moniing and evening; and after the conclu- 
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sion of the latter service, I invited any that were anxious 
about theii' souls to meet me in the vestry. About thirty 
came, of whom our fiiend wag one. My heart bounded 
with joy as I took his hand and brought him into the 
vestry, whore he told us the history of his fall, and how, 
in the bitterness of bis hati'ed of Christ and Christianity 
he had gone to school to learn grammar and penmanship^ 
that he might be prepared to do hie best to write down 
religion, and how, in the manner above described, he was 
brought back to the Shephei-d and Bishop of his soul. 
After thifl statement we aU. knelt together around the 
throne of grace, and thanked God that this Hia son, who 
was dead, was alive again; was lost, and was found. He 
continues an humble follower of Christ. 

" lu relation to the Children of God, they too have been 
wondrously 'and blessedly revived. The first case of pros- 
tration which occuri'ed in our congregation, was one of my 
Sabbath-school teaohers, a young man of quiet, consistent 
Christian character. I was for some time perplexed as to 
the reason of hia being ' struck down,' but in a shoi-t time 
I found that with that visitation a most remarkable stim- 
ulus had been given to his mental powers and spiritual 
graces, — that what Mr. North very properly describes as 
' the dumb devil,' which possesses too many professing 
Christians, was thus thoroughly cast out of him, — that 
those lips which shame and feai- had sealed, were opened, — 
and that, like Saul, he stood forth a new man under the 
baptism of the Spirit, which he was thus led to seek and 
receive. He now leads in pi-ayer when asked, which he 
would not or could not do befoi-e, and is the active super- 
intendent of one of our Sabbath -schools, besides being 
generally useful in the visitation of the careless and the 
sick. He stands out the type of a large number, whose 
dormant energies have been thoroughly awakened and 
vigorously enlisted in the cause of Christ. 

» Some may deny the work of the Spirit, and some re- 
quire the test of time. I can only say, that whilst a lai^ 
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amount of mere emotion has arisen and parsed away, and 
■whilst many have been awakened but not converted, 
many, very many, remain to testify to the saving wovk of 
gi'aee which has passed upon them. Not one of those 
joining the church has lapsed into cai-eleesness or incon- 
sistency, but all stand fast in the Lord and in the power 
of Hia might." 

Having had an opportunity on several occasions of hear- 
ing addresses by those who were designated as " converts," 
I may take the opportunity of stating, that whilst fully 
sensible of the value of their services, and believing that 
they were eminently insti-umental in spreading abroad the 
holy flame by which both town and country were over- 
spread, I am not less convinced that there was in many 
instances a veiy exaggei'ated estimate of their competency 
and qualifications for addressing public assemblies. So 
long as they confined themselves to a declai-ation of " the 
great things which the Lord had done" for them, simply 
narrating their own experience, and testifying to the 
wondrous grace and mercy that they found, their state- 
mentb were invested with a peculiar and even tender 
interest, while their importunate pleadings with tlioir fel- 
low-men to accept the great salvation, wore fitted to come 
home to the heart with an unwonted power. But when 
they undertook to become expositors and preachers of the 
"Word, they utterly failed. How could it be otherwise ? 
Who could expect of uneducated youths, however piously 
affected, any other than the ci'udest statements of the gos- 
pel scheme ? unless, indeed, they wore to be regarded as 
the subjects of an immediate revelation, whose speech and 
even presence were endowed with all the potency of a 
miraculous agency. That some such feeling existed in the 
minds of the ignorant, may be inferred from such cases as 
the two folio wing,, supplied by the Rev. Tlieophilus Camp- 
bell, whose labors have been largely blessed : 

"A young woman, of our Bible class, under the in- 
fluence of the truth for yeai-s, went one evening to a 
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place of worship where one of these men was 
to preach. She sat in a pew near one of the aisles. As 
soon aa it was announced that ' the convert' had entered 
the house, and was advancing up the aisle, the agitation 
among the people commenced. As he proceeded and ap- 
proached near the spot wliere the young woman was sit- 
ting, she became violently agitated. The extraordinary 
man whom God had so signally blessed, and who was to 
convert the congi-egation, was close at hand. She trembled 
from head to foot ; the Bible nearly fell from her hand. 
He passed by, aiid her a^tation subsided. She was all 

"It was perhaps the same individual who in another 
place was on a subsequent evening engaged in prayer. The 
crowd extended into the street. A young man, a laborer, 
was able to work his way to the door, where he could only 
hear the sound of his voice. The man fell completely 
stricken down. It was no sense of sin ; it was pure excite- 
ment, resulting from the circumstances, that laid him pros- 

"In the employment of these 'converts' to preach," 
adds Mr, Campbell, " a principle laid down in Scripture, 
with sufficient distinctness, is violated — 'Not a novice, 
lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condem- 
nation of the devil.' The mai-gia of our Bibles explains 
that a 'novice' is ' one newly come (or bora) to thefdth,'^ 
In this chapter the Holy Spirit enunciates the principles 
and precepts that should guide the church in the selection 
of ministers, whose office is to teach. He forbids the em- 
ployment of new converts, and assigns as a reason what is 
moat natural, founded on what we cannot but see hap- 
pening around us. N"o principle of God's Word can be 
violated with impunity, and this ease is no exception." 

The awakening had not visited Belfast for many weeks, 
until some curious physical phenomena, in addition to 
those by which it was characterized at the outset, began 
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to attract attention. Nor were these pecaliar to the move- 
ment in any one place — they manifested themselves in 
several districts. I allude to the occasional suspension of 
the bodily powers, as indicated by the loss of speech, sight, 
and hearing ; the subjects of them affected aa in a trance 
— dea^ dumb, blind, and motionless — while they would 
frequently fall into a sleep, in which they continued for 
hours, and the commencement and termination of which 
they intimated beforehand to the bystajiders. The fol- 
lowing may be taken aa a specimen of this class; — A. B. 
(we shali suppose) is a girl in the humbler walks of life, a 
worker in a factory. She intimates to her fi'iends around 
her, that at such a time she will be silent, and she ceases to 
speak accordingly. After some hours she signifies by signs 
that at such a period she will awake, and the event takes 
place as she has pre-intimated. Then, perhaps, she sings a 
psalm, or ponrs out her soul in prayer, By-and-by she is 
seized with blindness, from wbicJi she recovers, as in the 
other instance. Perhaps, when bereft of sight, she will 
seiae a Bible or New Testament, and, to the astonishment 
of every one, point to some pertinent passage of Holy Writ. 
By-and-by she will naiTate the wondrous scenra she saw 
when locked in the mysterious " sleep" from which she has 
just emerged. At one time she has been transported to 
the i-egions of the blest, and mingled with the rapt cho- 
risters before the eternal throne; and then what radiant 
visions of the exalted Saviour, and of the surpassing glories 
of His regal state and kingdom ! She sees and recogniaes 
some of those who have gone before, and wishes she may 
never more be separated from their blest society. There, 
too, she marks the provision made for those who are yet to 
join the white-robed company, but who are yet doomed to 
the toil and warfare of the earthly pDgrimage. That 
empty niche in the eternal mansions, with its iKashing 
crown as yet unclaimed, and its robe all pnre and lusti-oua 
hanging by — ah! they are laid up there for some dear 
saint, mayhap her minister, who is ere long to enter the un- 
13 



A.ooglc 



146 TUB BEVIVAlj IN 'IKE CAl'ITAL OP ULSTER. 

polluted city, and mingle with its stainless denizens, Some- 
timea, however, she is eoaversant with far other scenes; 
and, visiting the doleful shades, although without partaking 
of their misery, she will delineate in vivid coloring the 
hoiTors of the "outer darkness." 

It will be readily understood how such pictorial descrip- 
tions were caught up by the eager listeners, and how tho 
uneducated pai-t of the community regarded those who 
uttered them, with something of relig^oaa awe and venera- 
tion, so persuaded were they of the miraculous nature of 
the affections that had given birth to these unwonted 
revelations. Much injuiy, however, was done by the en- 
couragement of this clfBS of" manifestations." Those who 
experienced them, were nm after as a wonder, and their 
announcements treasured up as though they were the im- 
mediate product of inspiration. Attention was diverted 
from the essentials of the great work to some of its most 
painful accompaniments ; and there was cause seriously 
to apprehend that in some instances the bodily disease 
thus generated so far extended its sad influence, as to 
ovei-shadow altogether religious impressions. I shall refer 
hereafter to oases in which, by the judicious interference 
of ministere and others, the "sleepers" were effectually 
awoke out of their cherished slumbei-s. Meanwhile it is 
enough to state, that the phenomena in question had 
nothing either of miracle or mystery about them, but may 
be explained by the laws which regulate the action of the 
mental on the material frame. All these deplorable at- 
tendants on the movement, however, have long since 
passed away ; while a healthier state of public feeling in 
regard to such affections now happily prevails over the 
entire Ulster community. 

Respecting the extent of the movement in Belfast, I may 
obsei-ve, that although many in different districts wei'C 
brought under its influence, yet, in a community consisting 
of at least 120,000, of whom there wore tens of thousands, 
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both Roman Catholics and others, of the lowest grade in 
point of intellectual and moral culture, it was not to be 
expected that such a change would be effected as would 
sensibly elevate the character of the general population — 
especially of that class which, in our great towns and cities, 
so lai^ely contributes to swell the records of vice and 
crime. ^ 

1 See Appenais B. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
%thihu[ aroanir ffljUiist. 



Two hundred years ago, no district in Ulster was so 
higlily favored aa that which lay along the Six-Mile Water 
in the vicinity of the town of Antrim. It is interesting to 
notice thit the Hte levivil broke out on ihai side Connor 
fiist in the congregation of Donegore, and on the very 
scene of the ministrationa of some of the early Fathers. 
Tbnc had for months before been an increasing serious- 
ness, bat It WIS not till feibbath the 22d of May that any 
decided conver'iion change ^aa manifested; while on that 
foUowma: theie was i mghty power at work, prompting 
the iniploiing cry foi meicy Many have been savingly 
influi,nced as has s nee been shown by their consistent 
w alk and convei-sation It is lamentable to think, how- 
ever th-kt nowheie did the work encounter more decided 
opposition : some who had been i-cgarded as decided fol- 
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lowers of the Lamb, ranging themselvea on tho sido of 
Satan, 'and thus throwing a gi-eat stumbling-block in the 
way of young inquirera after the way to Zion. Although 
many stand fast in iaith and practice, there is too mnch 
reason to fear that the majority are still high-minded, and 
■walk under the influence of the powers of this present 
world. Some mercy-drops have fallen in this diy valley, 
but the shower of blessing is yet to come. 

"When the Lord is about to visit a neighborhood lu 
mercy," says the Rev. Joseph Barklie, of Cai-nraoney, "He 
usually puts it into His people's hearts to pray for it. It 
was so here ; for, having heard what the Lord was doing 
in other places, a deep anxiety pervaded every bosom that 
we should not be passed by ; and although there were no 
formal concerts for prayer, there was many a praying 
Jacob, in the family and in the closet, wrestling for a bless- 
ing. One lady in particular, mouths before its appearance, 
said to a friend, ' We shall shoi-tly have the revival with 
us,' And on being asked why she said so, ' Because,' she 
replied, ' the Lord has put it into my heart to pray for it.' 
Othei-s, I am aware, were expecting and praying for it like- 
wise. The answer was not long delayed, but it came in a 
way none of us had anticipated, A Christian merchant 
from Belfest, on the first Sabbath in June, felt constrained, 
as he said himself, though unsolicited, to come out and 
address us on the sabject of rerivals, and to tell us mora 
espeoially of what he had himself witnessed of the Lord's 
doings on the previous night ; and although there was 
nothing in his addi-ess, so far aa man could judge, calcu- 
lated to produce an impression, yet that evening two fe- 
males, in their own houses, were in deep distress about 
their sonls, accompanied by great bodily weakness. A few 
evenings aftei-, the same gentleman addressed an immense 
meeting in the church, and never, perhaps, was there a 
mora striking illustration of the words, ' Not by might nor 
by power, but by iny S|3irit, saith the Lord.' For barely 
had he spoken ten sentences, and these not reninrkable 
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for power or persuasiveness, or anything of the kind, when 
one-and another were 'stricken down,' crying to the Lord 
for mercy; and then the glory of the Lord so filled the 
house that it became a literal Bochim, and before morning 
it was computed that not less than fifty souls had found 
peace in believing. Never- can that night be forgotten 
here. The wail of the ' convicted' and the songs of the 
rejoicing were heard afai'; as in Ezra's time, when the 
foandation of the Loi-d's house was Md, many ' wept with 
aloud voice, and many shouted aloud for joy; so that the 
people could not discei-n the noise of the shout of joy fi'om 
the noise of the weeping of the people. . . . And the noise 
was heard afar off,' A few weeks later, our communion 
was held ; and on the evening following, so glorious was 
the manifestation of the Spirit's presence and power, that 
upwards of one hundred may be said to have been brought 
to Christ from one meeting alone. It was, indeed, ' a night 
to be long remembered ' in this place; day had dawned 
before the last of the stricken ones had found peace ; and 
in the calm of a summer's morning, the songs of thanks- 
giving were heard for miles, as happy bands of rejoicing 
believers wended their way homewards, praising God for 
His mercy ; and if there was joy on earth, higher far was 
the joy in heaven over those repenting sinnei-s returaing 
to the Lord. 

"Before that week had closed, multitudes of strong 
young men and women from among the fai'ming popula- 
tion were gathered to Christ, and for long nothing was 
more common than to hear of numbeiis finding peace in 
their own homes, and in several instances the day-schools 
had to he dismissed, in consequence of the children being 
' stricken down ; ' while, in one case, an entire school, even 
whUe attending to the secular department of the business, 
was literally prostrated, one-half of which, say from thirty 
to forty, are now rejoicing in Christ. Strong men who 
looked upon that scene, wept outright ; and few could hear 
these children pray, after they had found peace, without 
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feeling that the Spirit was poured out npon them of a 
truth. ' The woilf is still progressing steadily, though in a 
more silent and imperceptible manner than heretofoi'e. 
Rarely a week passes that I do not heai- of one or more 
conversions ; and I am confident I do not exaggerate 
when I say (and to God be all the glory !) that within the 
bounds of this congregation alone, not fewer than from 
three to four hundred souls profesa to have found peace 
during the past sii; or eight months. It is a cause of much 
thankfulness to be enabled further to state, that, without 
an exception almost, their 'conversation is such as becom- 
eth the gospel of Christ.' A marked and marvellous 
change is now visible over the entire district. Twenty 
prayer-meetings are held weekly, where not one was in ex- 
istence before. Mere factory lads and girls are holding 
their concerts for prayer. A short time ago, one of the lit- 
tle fellows came to me, saying, ' See, sir, this is my comrade 
in the mill; I have prayed him, out, and he is now rejoic- 
ing with me.' Those who have found Christ themselves are 
most anxious to bring othei-s to Him ; and hence, whilst 
teaehei's for our Sabbath schools could not be had some 
time ago, there is no lack of them at present. There is an 
air of spiritual beauty now resting on the moral landscape 
here that is quite refi'eshing. Total abstinence is the order 
of the day. Even moderate drinking has all but dis- 
appeared ; while drunkenness, except in the case of a few 
old topei-s, is altogether unknown — and even of the most 
confirmed of them we do not despair, as God has already 
plucked many such out of the fire. The line of demarca- 
tion betwixt the chnroh and the world is now marked and 
distinct. Torpor has given place to activity ; the stillness 
and malaria of the stagnant pool, to the rushing of the 
watere of life. ' The wilderness and solitary place is glad 
for them, and the desert rejoicing and blossoming as the 
rose ; ' but of this the reader may form an opinion for him- 
self, from the following specimen cases, out of a variety 
too numerous to mention ; 
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" No. 1 is a pensioner, fifty-five or sixty yeara old, who, 
prior to the ruvival, was addicted to drink and other vices. 
At tlie commencement of the awakening here, lie was 
brought under conviction, and for long was to be found at 
the prayer-meetings 'seeking rest and finding none.' The 
Lord, however, at length visited him in mercy, and from 
that hour he was a changed man. Like Ftockliart, the 
Edinbui^h street-preacher, he forthwith began to tell sin- 
ners what the Lord bad done for his soul, and to enlist 
them into the service of Pilnce Messiah, as he formerly 
had done into the sei-vice of his earthly sovereign. At the 
very fii-st meeting he addressed, though he spoke with un- 
leiirned lips and a stammering tongue, several pereons were 
crying for mercy. Since then he has been signally owned 
and honored of the Lord ; and now, on days when the vet- 
erans are reviewed at Belfast, or attend to receive their 
pensions, he may be seen exhorting his old companions in 
arms to enrol their names on the list of total abstainers, or 
to close with the gospel ofiei-s of mercy ; while at the meet- 
ings for prayer he is ever foremost in urging sinnei-s to 
repentance, and to flee from the wrath to come. Never 
shall we forget his address to an aged sinner (since dead) 
on the morning after his conversion — ' O Robert I now I 
have taken Christ, won't you take Him too ? He saved me, 
tbe chief of sinnere, and He will save you. O man ! close 
with Him now; "for now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation." ' 

" No. 2 is a tradesman, who was regai-ded by all who 
knew him a few months before the revival as a hopeleee 
and irreclaimable drunkard. He seldom, if ever, went to 
a house of woi-ship, but was to be found every Lord's day 
either in the tavei-ns, or staggering along the public high- 
way, or lying in a ditcli, dead drunk. He was led to attend 
a prayer-meeting addressed by a layman, and was more 
disposed to mock than to profit by what he heard ; but just 
as the speaker was about to close, ho pointed to a tree 
hard by, and said, 'That tree will testify at tlie day of 
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judgment that salvation has been offered to you, and you 
have wilfully and wickedly rejected it.' These words went 
like an arrow into his soul, and never permitted him to rest 
day or night until he gave himself to Christ. When he 
found pea<!e, he said to his aged mother, wbo had kept up 
family prayer, ' Mother, many a time you have prayed for 
me, and I ran out of the house to get away from you and 
your prayers, but they are heard at last.' lie is now a 
sober, steady Christian man, and may be seen every Lord's 
day in hia house of worship, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
and clothed, in his right mind. No earthly inducement 
could now prevMl upon him to enter a public-house ; and 
already the blessings and benefits of religion are manifest 
on hia outer man and the exterior of his dwelling ; for the 
money that formerly went into the till of the publicans is 
expended on the purchase of comfoitable clothing, and in 
making additions to his premises. 'Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ? ' 

"No. S is a young man of property, who delighted in 
field sports, and who, from his position in society, had 
many hangers-on, — 'lewd fellows of the baser sort' — 
addicted to almost every vice, and who were countenanced 
and encouraged by him in their evil practices, and not 
unfrequently supplied with the means of indulging in 
them. A great and blessed change, however, has come 
over him. He is no longer the patron of vice, but the 
promoter of virtue ; and on the evening of the Lord's day 
he is now to be seen surrounded by his former i^sociates 
in a Bible-claas, opened for their special benefit, seeking to 
lead them to that Saviour whose power and preciousness 
he has felt in his own heart, and inculcating the pnnciples 
of truth and righteousness upon them. 

" Such are a few instances out of many, of the power of 
Divine grace in this congregation." 

A few miles distant from the place last noticed is Bally- 
cari7, of which the Rev. John Stuart writes as follows : 

" Here was erected the first Presbyterian church in Ire- 
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land. Here the Rov, Edward Brice, in 1613, unfnrled the 
banner of Scotland's covenant, and began preaching the 
everlasting gospel. Two faithful and godly ministere were 
his successors, and then for eighty long years the church lay 
under the incubus of Arianism — the frozen zone of Cbvis- 
tianity. The God, however, who reserved to Himself seven 
thousand souls who had not bowed the knee to the image 
of Baal, reserved here a goodly remnant which adhered to 
the synod of Ulster when, in 1829, then' minister and a 
portion of his floclt openly abandoned tlie feith of God's 
people. Since that time, our church, like the house of 
David, has waxed stronger and stronger, and '■Unitariaii- 
ism,' as the heresy is now called, like the house of Saul, 
has waxed weaker and weaker, God's gracious ' Revival,' 
which commenced early in May last, has still moi-e added 
to our members. Through the mighty working of the 
Holy Spirit on the hearts of sinners, forty souls have been 
brought from under that Christless system into the com- 
munion of our church, and God has bestowed on some of 
them, both males and females, wonderful power of prayer 
and fluency of expression. 

" After more than seven months' experience, I can boldly 
and fearlessly bear my testimony to the blessed fruits and 
marvellous results of this mighty movement. I have not 
confined my labors to my own locality. I have preached 
and delivered addresses in many a town and vills^, and 
in many a country parish, of several counties ; and when 
1 gazed on the hundreds and sometimes the thonsands 
by whom I was surrounded, I could not but exclaim, 
' Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to 
their windows?' Society appeared to be stirred up to its 
lowest depths. 

" Amongst ourselves here in this extensive district, God's 
right hand and holy arm have won many victories. Never 
was there such a summer as the last ; never such an au- 
tumn; never such a winter, so far as it has gone. Hun- 
dreds have been savingly converted to the Lord ; some 
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'strickea' down when the Spirit came upon them liko a 
* rushing mighty wind;' o there convinced and converted 
whilst he spake to their consciencos by the ' still small 
voice.' The first effect of the revival was, that 'fear came 
upon every souV Then was onr church filled to suffoca- 
tion, and we were obliged to take to the open fields to 
declare the message of mercy to a hungering and thirsting 
population. The hitherto unoccupied pews were ardently 
sought after, AH were engaged. The aisles were filled 
with forms crowded with ansious hearera, and now preach- 
ing became a luxury. I had Pastok's work to do. I had 
living men and living women before me. They came to 
the sanctuary on the sole eri'and of obtaining the 'bread 
of life.' Every Sabbath was a day of ' sweet yefreshing.' 
On every week-day evening 'they that feai-ed the Lord 
spake to one another, and the Lord hearkened and heard,' 
and ' there were added to the chnrch daily such as should 
be saved.' Of all the stricken ones — two hundred in 
number — I do not know of one backslider." 

In the neighboring disti'iot of Ballyeaston, there is a 
melancholy interest attaching to the work, for it was while 
ha was engaged in it that a devoted minister, the Eev. A. 
Pollock, fell a victim to his exciting labors. In a letter 
written but a few days before his death, he thus describes 
Ais last communion Sabbath with his people : 

"The joy of converts, the cry of penitence, the wailing 
of friends, reminded me of the bniiding of the second 
temple, when some shouted and others wept. Our tokens 
were soon all given away, which never happened before. 
About one hundred had to be provided for on Sabbath 
mornmg, and we could. not persuade the people to dis- 
perse. On Sabbath morning the house was filled to over- 
flowing, and, with little preparation, it was no easy task to 
ascend the pulpit. I addressed them fi'om the words, 
' Gtet thee up, eat and drink ; for there is a sound of abun- 
dance of rain.' The Holy Ghost was there indeed, as a 
mighty rushing wind. Many were removed; and in the 
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evening the green was filled, and no man can tell the num- 
ber 'of the souls which weve added to the church. The 
young converts wished to go to the first tahle, and sit 
together. We saw their eyes beaming witli the light of 
heaven ; their faces shining like angels' ; their hearts heav- 
ing with the love of Jesus, and their hands clapping with 
joy before the God of Jacob. Such a table! It was a 
foretaste of heaven. All was in accordance with order; 
nothing extravs^ant ; no extraordinary excitement. God 
was there ; and all were bowed before Him. To Him be 
glory!" 

" Ono of the flrst-fvuits of the re^dval in oar congrega^ 
tion," says the Rev. Henry Leebody, of BallindeiTy, " has 
gone home to heaven, leaving a blessed and a glorious tes- 
timony behind him. I spoke at the house the evening 
pi-evious to hia interment, and also the day of the funeral. 
We bad a large attendance of all sects and parties ; and 
even those who had been most opposed to this blessed 
work had come to confess that the young man who had 
departed had shown, both in his life and in his death, tho 
power of saving grace. Before the coffin was closed, hia 
father, kneeling beside the remains of his son, blessed Gsd 
for the work which had been wrought in him who had de- 
parted, and fervently entreated that every member of the 
family might feel as he felt whom Jesns had taken home." 

In no part of the countiy, so far as I am aware, was 
there a more geimine and, in every way, satisfactory work 
than in that to which the following exciting nan'ative re- 
fers. Its minister, tho Rev. William Magiil, was irom the 
outset intensely solicitous that the community among 
whom he laboi-s should be brought under the power of the 
gracious inHuence : 

"The revival commenced here on the 10th of June. On 
the morning of that day, I rose from my bed impressed 
with the thought that something strange and wonderful 
was about to happen in Dnndrod. I cannot account for 
the feeling ; but I had a strong presentiment, not of evil, 
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but of coming good. I had buen in Belfast the day pre- 
vious, and had leaned over the prostrate bodies of men 
and women laboring under strong conviction of sin. I had 
heard, for the iirst time in my life, the sighs and groans of 
breaking hearts, and witnessed with a feeling of wonder 
and awe the mental agony and tlie terrible struggle of 
Boula wrestling with ' the principalities and powers of dark- 
ness,' and ' contending earnestly ' for life and liberty ; and 
when the battle was won, I heard with almost equal won- 
der the shout of victory, like the pealing of a tnimpet on 
the field from which the enemy had fled. I came home 
filled with strange thoughts, cheiishing high hopes, and 
breathing earnest pi-ayers that the Lord would come over 
the mountains and visit my people, 

" I expected something, and I was not disappointed. 
When dressing on the following morning, 1 observed a 
man approaching the manse, and the thought at once arose 
in my mind, This man ia perhaps coming for me, — the 
work is begun. It was even so. I was soon on my way 
to his house. He told me as we went, that one of his 
daughtera, after returning home from the prayer-meeting, 
had fallen ill, strangely ill, — that she waa up all night, 
and bad raised the whole family to engage in prayer with 
her and for her, — that she had never ceased praying and 
reading all niglit, and when he left her she was worse than 
ever, and he feared she was 'going wrong in her mind.' 
He bad done all he could to pacify her, and said to her, 
if she wanted to be converted, to take the matter coolly, 
and not create an uproai- about the house to alai'm the 



A Novel Group. — " Before reaching the house, I heard 
her voice in loud and earnest and continuous prayer. 
When I opened the door and looked in, I saw her mother 
and two sisters, all on their knees and in tears. In the 
centre of the group, the picture of woe, was the ' stricken 
one,' with eyes uptui-ued to heaven, and face covered and 
seamed with teai-s. Her arras were now extended to their 
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Mtmost length, as if to grasp some distant and coveted 
object, and then brought together with violence as she 
clasped her bands, as if in mortal agony, whilst from her 
lips thei-e bnrst forth words of fire, as living streams from 
a buraing mountain. ' O Christ, help me I Lord Jesus, 
save my guilty soul 1 O Jesus, come ; come soon, and 
give relief to my guilty soul ! thou quickening Spirit, 
come ! Oh, create in me a new heart, a clean heart ! Oh, 
take away this bard and stony heart, and give me a heart 
of llcsh ! ' Then as her eye i-ested on me, as I stood 
riveted to the spot, witnessing in silence this exciting and 
wonderful scene, — for I never had heard such prayers be- 
fore, — she exclaimed, without rising from her kneeling pos- 
ture, 'Oh, here is my minister 1 I knew I would have no 
peace' tUl he came. Oh, come ; come pray for my guilty 
soul!' I knelt beside her and prayed, her voice accom- 
panying mine all the time, while her expressions at inter- 
vals were so rich, varied, and scriptural, that I had often 
to pause, and then to follow instead of lead, as test after 
text from Old and New Testament, prophet and psalmist, 
Christ and apostle, were changed into beautiful and impas- 
sioned prayer. Such asking, seeking, striving to enter the 
'kingdom,' I never saw before. It was, indeed, Mercy 
knocking her loudest knocks at the door of the heavenly 
mansion, so that the Lord himself, startled by the peals 
which rouse up all the inmates, comes quickly, and with a 
smile opens tbe door, and takes her by the band and brings 

"The struggle is over. She rises up, and begins the 
song of triumph! What a change — a perfect transforma- 
tion ! Tbe cloud is passed away, and God, like the sun in 
his glory, is lifting up on her the light of His countenance. 
Her eye, as sbe sings, is lighted up with strange and un- 
earthly fii-e. Her voice is no longer tremulous and plain- 
tive, but now rings like a trumpet ; while her whole face 
is covei'ed with a smile, such as we might suppose an angel 
to weai'. 
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" ' Let ua sing,' sdd she again, ' the 51st psaJm. Oh ! I 
bleaa God for that psalm, and for all the psalms I learned 
in the Sunday-eohool and Bible-class.' I may here remark, 
that the Psalms have been with all the converfcs here 
sources of great joy. ' What would we have done without 
the Psalms ? ' was an exclamation often heard. ' Sir,' said 
a servant girl to her master, after hearing the 51st, 130th, 
and 116th Psalms, 'surely some persons long ago must 
have felt as I feel, for those psalms seem to have been 
written for their use and comfort.' ^ 

"When the psalm was sung, 'Now,' said our first con- 
vert, ' father, mother, sisters, down on your knees, and we 
will pray for you. O Lord, save my father, and mother, 
and sister,' etc. At her request I read to the family the 
second chapter of Acts, and sang the 60th Paraphrase ; and 
daring the singing another sister, who was standing with 
a child in her arms, fell to the ground, and went through 
the same process, being, if possible, more violent, rolling 
on the floor in agony, tearing her hair, wringing her hands, 
and in heart-rending tones exclaiming, "Oh, is there no 
pardon for me? I am too great a sinner tp be forgiven. 
O God ! for Christ's sake, save me, save me ! ' Her sister, 
mow filled with joy, stands over her like a ministering 
spirit, and cheers her by gospel promises and earnest 



The I'salma are our eiiic, but an epic moi'e deep and real tbnu over was wdtteu 
orBungbj any people; an intoriQinablB poem, of wiliob each one of nabeeomea 
In bis tnm tbe anlbor; a sacred ti'easure of personal and iiidivjdusl I'emembrBn- 
oes, joys, sorrows, deairea, benped up with notional associaiJonB; not a verse, not 
n Btrophe, but is quite a bislury or a poem. This was eung by a motber beside 
tlie eradle of her flrst-bom ; tbte other, one of onr martyrs sung on his viay to 
doutbi Ibis Is the song of tbe Vandols returning in orms to their countiy; this 
that of the Camlsarda marching to battle. This verse Is one (hat the balls ot our 
enemy iuterrapted ; ilmt other is one of which a fttlier, when expiring, muiTUured 
the half, and went to finieli it with the angels. Oh, ourp?nlnie,onrpsBlma! who 
oouM ever express in human words what your language is (o us in our Eolitudce, 
on tliatsoilred witli oar blood, and under the vaalt of that heaven from whence 
they look down npon us who have prayed, and wept, and song before UBl" — 
Bunaeiiei^s France li^re the Jdwoiuimi, i., p. 110. 
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prayer. 'Now,' said she, 'I shall have a sister in the 
Lord. Who ■would have thought of it, — two souls con- 
verted this morning in this house ? ' 

£^ect of the Strange Tilings. — " The Lord had begun 
His work. The strange news spread from lip to lip, house 
to house, over the country. Like the ' fiery cross,' it roused 
the people, and old and young, men and women, husbands 
and wives, little girls and mothers with infants in their 
arms, ran to witness the strange doings, and hear the wild, 
wondrous, but heavenly words that flowed from the lips of 
these plain countiy gu'Is, changed in a few hours, by the 
Spirit of the Lord, into ' new creatures.' What is this ? Is 
this conversion ? Is this the work of the Spirit of the 
Lord? Has God come down to earth? Are the 'last 
days come ? ' or have these girls gone mad ? are asked on 
every hand. The reply is — These are the last days, and 
God is beginning to pour out His Spirit on 'all flesh.' 

" That evening a prayer-meeting was held at this house 
in the open air, in the street before the door. It waa a still, 
fine summer evening, and under the clear, open sky hun- 
dreds of all ranks and ages met to unite in prayer, looking 
up to Heaven for a blessing. Farmers and farm-servants, 
men, women, and little children, Roman Catholics and 
Protestants of various names, knelt together on the hard 
ground, reviving the recollection of primitive times, and 
forgetting or overlooking for the time every mark of dis- 
tinction in the common awe which all felt, and in the 
earnest prayer which all oflered up to God. A psalm is 
sung, a word of exhortation given, and prayer offered np, 
and the benediction pronounced, but the multitude stand 
still. Another psalm is sung, and now the converts rush 
in among their friends and neighbors, shouting, pleading, 
and with heaving hearts, and sparkling eyes, and beaming 
countenances, and in strange sweet tones, telling of their 
new-bom joys. The multitude heaves to and fro like a 
ship in a stoi-m; and like drunken men in the streets the 
men stnggcr and fall with a shout or a deep sigh. Tcara 
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are abed, and groans, as if from dying men, are heard. 
Prayer and praise, tears and smiles, mingle togetlier. Hus- 
bands and wives are locked in each other's arms, weeping 
and praying together ; while those who came to ecoif stand 
still, and in ' fear and trembling ' contemplate this strange 
thing that is going on before their eyes. The dead are 
rising from their graves, as if at the sound of the archan- 
gej's trnmpet, for the Lord is quickening those who were 
dead in trespasses and sins. As the people separated, they 
formed into gi-oups, and marched to their respective homes, 
some Mnging, some praying, some mourning, and some 
rejoicing. One or two had to remain all night. 

" Each meeting exhibited all the features of the first one, 
with some little variety. Some were in the first, and some 
in the second stage, some weeping, and others rejoicing, 
some calm and still, some again suffering intense agony, 
and yet in theJr agony praising the Lord for not passing 
them by. Some were very weak, and for days pai-took of 
no food. ' I will not,' said one, ' eat nor drink until I have 
found peace;' and she kept her word; and then, like 
David, when the trial was over, she rose up and washed 
heraelf, and joyfully partook of what was set before her. 

"On the firat Saturday evening when we met in the 
church for prayer, the scene was indescribable; the groups 
from all the districts to which the revival had spi'ead, and 
it spread with amazing rapidity, came literally ' walking, 
and leaping, and praising God ; ' and as they rushed into 
each other's arms, straining and pressing each other to their 
bi-easts in the front of the pulpit and up the aisles, the 
people ' were iilled with wonder and amazement at that 
which had happened unto them.' 

Ghierch and Graveyard Scene. — "On the following 
Sabbath the work went on. Arrangeraenta were made to 
keep down excitement, and confine the converts to their 
own seats, and the public services were not disturbed. In 
the evening, for the firet time, a neighboring minister came 
to my aid, and a layman from Belfast also joined in our 
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sei-vices. I gave a short address, etnting what tho Loi-d 
had done among us, when one of the converts, our first 
one, rose, and with beaming countenance and eyes, which 
told of the joys within the heart, said a few things to the 
people, when here and there throughout the church, pai'tiea 
rose and went out, laboring under deep conviction, and im- 
mediately the graveyard is filled with groups singing and 
praying around the prostrate bodies of men and women. 
Some ai'e as in a trance, others crying for mercy. Some are 
still falling into the arms of friends, and sinking as into a 
swoon. Some stagger to a distance, and drop on their 
knees to pray over the graves of the dead; and a few rush 
to the gates, and fly in ten-or from the scene. The converts 
are flying from gi-oup to group, and raise the loud shout of 
triumph as one after another, like the jailer of Pbiiippi, is 
seen trembling and heard crying out, ' What shall I do to be 
saved ? ' Up to this evening the work had gone on chiefly 
among the females; soon, however, the men were im- 
pressed; and I shall never forget the look and shout of 
joy with which one of these females proclaimed the tri- 
umph of the Lord, when strong men were writhing in 
agony, or stretched out still and calm, but with clasped 
hands and heaving heart, on the graves around. I think I 
see her now, — her bonnet hanging behind her head, her 
Bible in her hand above her head, — and I heju" still her 
shout, ' T/ie men are coming now! — the men are coming 
now ! ' For ten days and more the whole country was In 
a state of intense excitement. 

A Young Deborah. — "I met one of them when going 
to visit a man and his wife. She had visited some houses, 
read, exhorted, and prayed. ' The Lord,' said she to all the 
people in these houses, 'has sent me to bnng you to Him. 
He is waiting for you. Arise, and follow me.' And 
strange, bat ti'ue, they 'immediately rose and followed 
her.' A widow woman, her sons and gi'and children, a 
mother with one child in her arms, and another at her feet, 
trembling and in tears, girls and boys who had risen from 
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tlieir looms, and men who had dropped their spades and 
left" their work in the open fields, all followed her across 
the countiy, while she luarehed at their head like a general. 
' Here,' said she, when I met her, pointing to her train of 
followers, 'is my day'a work; is it not a good one? They 
wanted me to stay at home, but I would not, for I knew 
that the Lord had work for me to do. He has given me 

tliese.' — ' R dear,' said I, ' do be quiet, and don't excite 

yourself, or people will say you are going mad.' She di-ew 
herself up in the most commanding manner, and measuring 
me from head to foot, exclaimed, 'I am astonished at yon, 
Mr, M — — ; did you not teach me in your Sunday-school 
and Bible class ? Oh, I ean teach the children now. I 
will bring them to Jesus. Must I not do the will of my 
heavenly Father? Oh, I have a Father now. Do you not 
remember the words of Jesus, when the Pharisees reproved 
Him because He did not silence the little children who 
shouted Hosanna as He marched into Jerusalem? — 'If 
these should hold their peace, immediately the very stones 
would cry out.' I cannot hold my peace. It is not I, but 
the Spirit of the Lord, that is speaking.' I was awed into 
silence as I stood before this young Deborah, and in the 
meantime fell into the rear, and became one of her follow- 
ers. It is right to state, that in a few days she calmed 
down, and became what she still continues to be — a warm- 
hearted, zealous, and consistent follower of Jesus, The 
excitement is gone, but not the Spirit which gave it birth. 
,She did her work. She roused the countiy, and then 
retired into private life, and in the quiet home of the 
family circle she and her sisters are adorning the doctrine 
of the gospel by a becoming walk and conversation. In- 
deed it is pleasing to have to record the same testimony in 
favor of all the other convei-ta in Dundrod without a single 
exception. Though numbering upwards of two hundred, 
no evil things as yet can be said of one of them. 

The Work in the Country Hound. — "These things 
ivhidi I liave described took place in and around Dumbo d, 
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the chnroh being the centre ; but in other parts of the 
countiy the work went on satisfaetorily, but especially in 
a wide district lying between na and the Belfast mountdns. 
Here the progress was truly amazing. Had the French 
landed in Belfast, and the news spread that they were on 
their march towai'd us, there could not have been greater 
commotion among the people. Many had been stricken 
down at Dundrod, and brought into the district, and every 
house was a kind of hospital, filled with the wounded, 
fi'om whose wounds arrows were plucked to wound afresh 
those who stood around them. The cry on all sides was,' 
' The Lord is at hand, go ye out to meet him ' — ' The day 
of the Lord is come.' When I visited the district, I found 
that all labor was completely suspended, and that all the 
people were running in groaps ftom house to house. The 
mourning was in its extent, if not in its nature, like that 
of Egypt. In some hoases, at one time, I counted more 
than a score, old and young, more or less affected. The 
people here seemed to ' take it ' with wondeiful rapidity. 
There was a regular chain of meetings kept up night and 
day, each meeting feeding the flame of zeal, and from each, 
as from a buniing altar, live coals wei-e taken to touch the 
cold lips and fire the dead souls of the few ' oai'eless ones ' 



Another I>eborah and }ier FeUow-lahorer. — " One girl 
was highly blessed and honored in this district. She had 
been at Dandrod, and was there converted.' It had the 
honor of being, as she said, her birthplace. She was well 
acquainted with the Scriptures, and was correct and blame- 
less in her life. She said to me, ' I thought I was a good 
girl, but I was all wrong. I never was on the nan-ow way 
till now, I knew I was sound in the faith, but I wanted a 
quickening.' She got the quickening, and the change was 
wonderful. She was all alive, all on fire, and went tbroagh 
the country from house to house exhorting the careless; 
but her chief delight was in comforting those who were 
Slie soon found n fellow -laborer. A young 
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man in her neighborhood, of wild and reckless habits, 
ti'eats the revival with scorn, and forbids his sisters to go 
too near, lest they might bring the plague home with thena ; 
for some actually shunned at first, and others fled from our 
meetings ia pei-fect terror, lest they might ' take the re- 
vival,' for they were afraid they could not ' stand it.' Like 
many professing Christians, they had no objection to wear 
the crown, but they would not endure the cross ; they 
would enter heaven, but not throvigh the strait gate, or 
along the thorny path of much tribulation. They could 
not but envy the joys, but they shunned the sorrows of 
the children of God, God had, however, His eye on this 
young man, and the Spiiit guided the young girl to his 
fathei-'s house. She is resolved on conquest. She lays a 
gentle band on his shoulder, and, fixing her eyes on him, 
says, ' Archy, won't yon come ? I know you 'It come. 
Come to Jesus. I see it in your eye, yon are coming. 
Pray, Archy, pray for the Spirit.' And now they are on 
their knees together ; while father and mother, and sistei'S 
and brothers, stand awhile in wonder, then kneel too, and 
all pray for the Spirit of God. ITor did they pray in vain. 
The young man straggles, feels a choking sensation in the 
throat, and a pressui'e on his heart ; his bosom heaves with 
strange emotions. The strong man is bowed down, the 
hard heart is softening, the Spirit is striving ; and now the 
stru^le is over, and another Sanl stands up, and, rejoicing 
in his new-horn freedom, aska work, saying, ' Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?' The work is given, and with 
all his heart he sets about doing it. In his family he works, 
and all the inmates are changed ; father, mother, sisters, 
and hrothera, blessing God for bringing salvation into their 
house. Kow he flies in breathless haste to rouse hk sleep- 
ing neighbors and fi-iends. He stands up in the midst of 
hundreds in the open-air meetings proclaiming the glad 
tidings of salvation, and glorying in the possession of a 
iight, and life, and joy, never felt nor dreamed of before. 
He seeks his old companions, whom he led in many a revel; 
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and ou Ibo following Sabbath, in the face of the most 
crowded and solemn assembly ever held among ns, be 
mai-cbea np at the head of nearly one hundred individuala, 
who, in front of the pulpit, sign the total abstinence pledge. 
Hie mission does not end here. He and othei-s visit from 
Louse to house, hold prayer-meetings, and the revival 
spreads around until every family in the district can count 
its converts ; and in more than one instance whole families 
'joy in God, through the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom they 
have received the atonement.' 

"The change wrought among this people was strange 
and sudden ; it \i'as, indeed, from ' darkness to light,' from 
death to life. The Spirit of God had done for these sleep- 
ers in the valley what tradition says Tell will do some day 
for his native land, when, coming forth from the cave where 
it is said he sleeps, he shall sound his horn and riise the 
dead, and fill his native valleys with bands of aimed men, 
ready to unfiirl the banner of freedom, and ttample tyranny 
in tiie dust. But we need not go to piofane histoiy oi the 
middle ages for traditionary legend foi an lilusti ition of 
what took place in and around Dundrod, when the SpmC 
of the Lord came down upon the people and quickened 
them, even as when He came upon the diy bones m the 

A OuHoua Dream. — "In connection with this wond- 
rous vision, which has been realized almost to the life in all 
its paits in the midst of us, I may here relate a strange 
dream by one of the converts, a married man, in mid life — 
a plain, uneducated, working man, who told me he never 
remembered having read, or heard read, the passage in 
Ezekiel to which his dream beai's such a marked resem- 
blance. He was smitten down when going home from one 
of our prayer-meetings, and while stttiug in his house, had 
in bia half-sleepy, trance-like state the following dream or 
vision : ' I saw,' said he, ' in one spot, a pile of bones alt 
in a heap, and in another place a heap of raw flesh. Then 
I saw a strange hand from a shadowy form take the bones 
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one by one, and aiTange them m their proper order into a 
skeleton. Then going to the other heap it toolc piece after 
piece of the flesh, and put tliem all over the bones, and 
then unfolding some thin transparent substance like skin, 
it spread it over the body, fitting it to it. Then there waa 
a rushing as of wind, and immediately the body stood up- 
right, and I started, for it was mysdf. I had seen God 
maJeing me over again. I was a new creature. A table 
was set before me, on which was a pipe and a tumbler of 
whiskey, to t/ry me, and show that J was changed. I could 
not touch either, though I was both a drinker and a 
smoker.' — 'And have you,' said I, when he finished hia 
uaiTative, which I have given almost in his own words^ 
'given up the pipe and the bottle?' — 'J/iave'saiA he, 
' and have felt no desire for either ever since.' 

" Thei-e is life now in the people, a new, a spiritual life. 
The Spirit has quickened hundreds who were ' dead in 
trespasses and sins.' The cry is heai-d on all sides, ' Snch 
times, such glorious times 1 the Lord indeed is come.' 
Prayers issue from lipa that never moved in audible prayer 
before ; and oh, such prayei-s ! so rich in Scripture language, 
so fervent, for icy hearts are melted as if by fii-e from heaven. 
Men and women pray; father follows son, or a sister a 
brother, like the gallant leaders of some forlorn hope. 
When the foremost have fallen in the track, others passing 
behind push on, resolved to take heaven by force, and not 
to yield until they themselves, and their friends, stand 
within the city of God. 

The Fai-m-servant in the Field. — "Having heai'd one 
day that a young man, a fai'm-servant, had been brought 
under conviction, I went to see him. I called at his mas- 
ter's house, but was told that nothing was known of it ; 
and I went in search of him to some neighboring houses 
in which were converts, thinking it probable he might have 
gone there. On my way I heai-d sounds from a field by 
the wayside, and following with my eye the direction of 
the sound, saw a number of individuals kneeling at some 
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distance at the back of a flitch, and as I approached I 
found they were engaged in prayer. He had been taken ill 
in the field, where he had been weeding corn. At a distance 
lay the implement of hdsbandiy which had dropped from 
hie hands. Friends had gathered around him : a psalm 
was Bung, and now they ai-e engaged in prayer. He prays; 
another and another follows, and when I thought all bad 
ended, I heard the sweet, earnest, pleading voice of a 
young girl, who, from the iirst night, was prominent among 
the happy converts ; and she rose with a smile, and all re- 
joiced, for their prayers being ended, the young man stood 
in themidst of them, blessing and praising God, and receiv- 
ing their warm congi-atulations. 

" Prayer-meetings are appointed in the several districts 
of the congregation, bat wherever there is an earnest seek- 
ing soul, the people meet for prayer. The songs of Zion, 
the Psalms of David, those glorious Psalros, never so much 
prized as now, ascend from almost every house. And in 
the still summer evening, strains of heavenly music seem 
to float on the ti-emulous air. Imagination is busy, and 
no wonder, and men pause on the highway to catch the 
sweet sounds, now soft and low, rising and falHng, and now 
ringing like the chimes of church-bells. They thought the 
angels were above and around them. They thought they 
heard the festive chimes of heaven, the pealing of the bells 
in the city of God, as the heavenly host proeiaimed the 
triumphs which their Lord was achieving over his foes on 
the earth. 

' Hark, how they sweetly eing, 

Worlliy i3 oar Saviour King; 

loud let His praises ring, 
Pralae, praise for aye.' 

Closing of a Public-house. — " "There were many delight- 
ful scenes witnessed dming the progress of the ' revival ' 
here, not alluded to in the above narrative. It would be 
impossible to describe them all, or even do more than 
mention them. I cannot, however, in this record, pass 
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. over one which excited great attention at the time, and 
produeed most happy results. I refer to the closing of 
one of our largest public-houses. The owner did a lai-ge 
business, and was malting money fast. Ho had a wife and 
rising family to support. But he had a conscience, and 
had for some time felt uneasy and unhappy in hia mind, 
because he could not reconcile his profession as a Christian 
with his trade as a publican. He has told me, that even 
before the revival, he could not, with profit, sit under my 
ministry, and dared not go to the Lord's table while 
engaged in such accursed business. The revival came. 
It roused his conscience afresh, and she mounted her 
thi'one, and gave him no rest until her right to reign was 
acknowledged. In his neighborhood, particularly in one 
house, were many cases of conviction, and many meetings. 
He attended them all ; saw, and heard, and judged for 
himsel£ He said to me one morning, 'I want to consult 
you about this business of mine ; I don't like it — I have 
long felt unhappy in it — I will gi^'e it up. Shall I do so 
now — now, or wait uniJI I sell outray stock?' I gave him 
my opinion, and on that same evening every puncheon of 
whiskey, and barrel of beer and ale, every bottle and glass, 
and every article used in the trade had disappeared ; and 
on the next morning I saw their vacant spaces filled with 
bari'cls and bags of meal and flour, sides of bacon, etc. 
This was a noble tiiampb. Dagon had fallen before the 
ark of God. One fountain of evil — only evil — is closed 
forever. Great is the amaKement of the traveller, when he 
calls the next day for hia customary glass, and he opens 
hia eyes, and stares and wonders ; and 

' Still his ivoiidcr grows ' 

when he steps out of the shop and finds that the signboard 
is gone, "Tis strange, passing strange !' either God or 
the devil is here. Some say, 'J. T. is gone mad like the 
rest. He has been bewitclicd; he has taken the revival.' 
15 
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IIo lias, indeed, and has therefore renounced the devil and 
all his works. In the public meeting, go<>d men heartily 
joined in the prayer from the pulpit, 'God bless him, and 
reward him an hundredfold;' and Giod heai'd the prayer, 
and he is blessed, and i-ejoiees in the smiles of an approving 
conscience, and is thankful for the grace which enahled 
him to trample on self and Bin. This case gave a great 
impulse to the whole movement. Another publiohouae 
soon closed its doors, and the third, and now the only one 
in the neighborhood, gets almost nothing to do, and will 
soon, it is hoped, pull down its signhoard, starved into 
sarrender. 

" All that is related above occurred within a very short 
period of time ; for the change that took place was traly 
wonderful, sudden, and almost miraculous ; resembling the 
transition from winter to summer, and death to life, in 
some countries of the East. The rain came down in tor- 
rents, and at once flooded the earth, and made it bring 
forth and bod, giving seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater. ' The mountdns and the hills broke forth befoi-e us 
into singing, and all the trees of the field did clap their 
hands, for instead of the thorn came up the fir-tree, and 
instead of the brier came up the myrtle-ti-ee,' 

"Like the i-etiring waters of the Nile, tho flood has sub- 
sided, but it has lefl; behind it a richer and deeper soil. 
The good seed, as in Egypt, baa been sown, with faith antj 
hope, in great abundance on the surface of the watei-s, and 
when it sinks into the soil when the flood has disappeared, 
wo believe it will yield a rich, abundant, and abiding har- 
vest. We have had our years, long yeai-s of famine ; but 
wo are now ' eating the good of the land,' and hope to live 
long on the ftnita of the great revival of 1859. 

"This was all the Lord's doing, and it was wondrous in 
our eyes. No event since Pentecost has so signally dis- 
played the Divine sovereignty, and so illustrated and 
established the doctrine of the free grace of God. 

"During the flood-tide here, but especially when it 
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began to abate, tbc sniface waa somewhat ruffled. There 
waaa little agitation on the face of the waters. Here, as 
elsewhere, narrow-minded bigotry did its worst to plough 
up into deep furrows the calm surface which otherwise had 
remained smooth and clear. But God has brought good 
out of evil. Aa in the ocean, while the ripples above set 
ia motion the straws, and create the 'bubbles which float 
on the abyss,' in the depths beneath there is undisturbed 
calm ; so the childi-en of God have descended into the 
imfathomed depths of God's unchanging counsels, and have 
found peace and undisturbed repose in the eternal love of 
their covenanted God and Father," 

There are many other districts in County Antrim in 
which the work exhibited itself at an early period; but for 
an aecount of these I mast refer to the Appendix, 

Before passing away, however, from the neighborhood 
of Belfast, it is nece^ary to advert to cert^n physical phe- 
nomena of a delusive character, that sprang up under the 
shadow of the revival, and by which, for a time, many 
were deceived. I allude to what are called the "marks," 
being neither less nor more than appearances on the body, 
resembling printed characters, impressed thereon, as it was 
represented, by a Divine agency. About the beginning 
of September these new developments began in Belfest to 
attract attention, and to excite the eager curiosity of the 
multitude. A young woman, for instance, who had been 
" seized " some three months previously, and who had been 
the subject of a nervous disease, aggravated by fits of dumb- 
^ness and the like, would, in consequence of her repeated 
"prophesyings" of the further deprivations she should 
undergo, come to be regarded as in direct communication 
with heaven. By-and-by, however, skeptical people among 
. the bystandera, even in her own humble circle, would begin 
to question her pretensions. What, then, was to be done ? 
How were the unbelievers to be put to silence, and the 
vaticinations of the pythoness to be vindicated against tho 
gainsayers? Why, by a notable miracle. Accordingly, 
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strange signs would appear upon her pereon. Unbaring 
her bosom or her arm, she woulcl exhibit to the admiring 
onlookei-s a mystic word or symbol, impressed ao legibly 
that all might read and understand. What if the lettering 
were somewhat indistinct, or if the sacred name were 
incorrectly spelled ? For this she was in nowise account- 
able. She was only passive in the hand of a higher agent. 
All the unbelief would vanish before the preternatural 
authentication. 

The intelligence of this new phase in the movement nat- 
urally produced a wonderful sensation. Hundreds flocked 
to witness the extraordinary phenomenon, and though the 
more discriminating might shrewdly conjectm-e that the 
" marks" could be accounted for without any other than a 
very ordinary intei^position, there was enough of credulity 
in the multitude to yield assent to them as the genuine 
operation of ft Divine hand. If any questioned their es- 
istence, or, in certain cases, could not trace them out dis- 
tinctly, it was " because they had not been stricken down," 
and therefore had not the visual organs requisite for such 
a delicate perception. Most of the visitors, it was i-e- 
marked, were expected to pay for the gi-atiflcation of their 
curiosity. Such instances had begun to increase and mul- 
tiply to an extent which it was serious to contemplate, 
when public attention was directed towards them in a way 
that cast a new light on their character. A meeting was 
held one evening in the town of Lisbura for the pui-pose 
of hearing from the lips of one of the ministei-s (the Rev. 
William Breakey) a statement bearing on his investiga- 
tions into these new physical appearances. After a vindi- 
cation of the revival as a genuine work of the Holy Spirit, 
the speaker entered on an exposure of the phenomena in 
question, his testimony being con-oborated by othei' wit- 
nesses. He stated, in substance, that he had personally 
visited the parties on whom such marks were found, and 
that he had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that 
they were produced by some dumsy process of manipula- 



A.ooglc 



rilB " marks" DINOUNCED AS mPOSTUKE. 173 

tion; and he tieoonnced the_whole affair as an imposture, 
fitted only to delade the credulous, and bring discredit on 
the work of God. Although it required some little coui^ 
age to undertake this duty, owing to the excited state of 
feeling among the common people, the exposure was fol- 
lowed by a rapid return to reason and propriety,, the /J^ror 
which so extensively prevailed upon the subject almost 
immediately subsided, and "the work," in that district at 
least, was saved the imputation of ministering to the ex- 
cesses of fanaticism. 



Host.d./Gciogic 



CHAPTER X. 



— anESEQUEMT 



The meeting of the General Assembly, which was held 
in the city of Dublin, in the beginning of July, 1859, was 
one of the most memorable convocations that ever came 
togethei' to deliberate respecting the kingdom and work 
of God. Twelve months before, an unusual solemnity had 
prevailed during those special services in which the rep- 
resentatives of the Presbytevian Church were occupied 
in conference and prayer respecting the great revival in 
another land ; and now that a kindred movement had com- 
menced among themselves, and spread so rapidly within 
the few months preceding, it was felt on all sides that the 
occasion was invested with an nnparalleled and pregnant 
interest. A short time previously, the attention of the 
church had been disti-acted by q«eslions which had led to 
painful discords and alienations, and many hearts were 
a^tated, lest the recollections associated with past diacas- 
sions should mar the harmony or impede the acting of an 
assembly convened at snch a momentous crisis. Happily 
the results were such as greatly tended to cheer the hearts 
of all the friends of Irish Presbyterian ism. 
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The pvoceedings of the meeting, from the outset, weve 
so arranged as that a pronainent place was assigned to the 
revival movement. It was resolved accordingly, that an 
early day should be set apart, in the first instance, for pri- 
vate conference, and subsequently for public recognition 
of this great work of God. The adoption of this course 
was deemed of primaiy importance, as the awakening was 
it«elf a new thing in the midst of us, and certain of its 
attendant circumstances were so peculiar as to demand 
the gi-avest consideration of the highest jodicatoj-y of the 
church. It was necessary, therefore, that an opportunity 
sliould be afforded, in the iii-st instance, for a full statement 
on the part of those who were more specially conversant 
with the work in its charactenstio aspects; and, in the 
next place, that a mode of dealing with it should be 
adopted which conld approve itself to the " collective wis- 
dom," The conference thus entered on, was felt through- 
out to be an eminently seasonable and edifying occasion. 
One after another of the members, for neai-ly four hoars, 
I'ose in his place to contribute to the general interest, either 
by a narrative of what he had witnessed in hia own con- 
gregation, or by the expi-ession of a judgment in regard to 
what had been communicated by othei's. The first who 
presented himself was an esteemed brother in a country 
district, whose statement was, as it were, the key-note to 
those that followed. As there were no reporters present, 
it is impossible to present anything like an adequate ac- 
count of all that passed in that solemn meeting, or, indeed, 
to give any idea of its overpoweiing interest. The minis- 
ter to whom I have referred, however, has, at my request, 
furnished me with the substance of his address, which I 
have much gratification in here inserting, omitting hia 
name and residence : 

" Tou request me to put on paper the substance of the 
statement I made at the Assembly in Dublin, resjieet- 
ing the commencement of the revival in my district. 
To this I cnu have no objection but one, and that is the 
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simple fact, that as the excitement has entirely eubsideJ, 
I feel it impossible to give the narrative with the fresh- 
ness and fervor I then experienced in uttering a purely 
unpremeditated statement. Still I give you the facts, 
leaving you to make any legitimate use of them you may 
think pi-oper. 

" Our first special meeting for the work of the Spint, in 
connection with what is now known as the ' Ulster i-e- 
vival,' was held on the 9th of Juno. I had monthly meet- 
ings all the previous winter, professedly for asking the 
Spirit's influence, at which I gave accounts frequently of 
the American revival, and endeavored to put the people 
into a state of expectancy ; and before our fii-st general 
meeting, accounts were daily rea<ihing ua from Ballymena, 
Ballymoney, and Rashai'kin, of the remarkable manifesta- 
tions of the Spirit of God. One or two cases had even 
occurred here, where the persons had not been at any as- 
semblage of the kind, and the entire public mind was 
deeply and seriously impressed when I announced our firet 
public meeting. I invited some young converts from Ea- 
shai-kin, who were known to speak well. Six came, and 
after tea in my own house, we had social prayer, and while 
I commenced, each followed in tura, till, before we rose 
from our knees, five had poured out their supplications for 
the rich blessing of God upon the meeting; and so solemn 
was the soi-vice, and so bumble and Chi-ist-like was the 
spirit of these men, that my wife, who was in delicate 
health at the time, and who, I thought, was incapable of 
attending, was among the multitude when I began the 
service, assigning as her reason afterwards, ' that she could 
not stay at home, as she felt God was with us.' 

« The meeting was so large, that though it commenced 
in the church, it had to be adjourned to the open air. I 
never was able to calculate the numbet« in attendance. 
The addresses of the converts were earnest and searching^ 
their pi-ayers were full of faith and hope, and the scene 
which ensued was awfully solemn ; so that — while twenty- 
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Ibree persons were etricken with a sense of tlieiv eins, and 
were led to ciy out for mercy, remsuning for the moat part 
on the ground all night — the entire congregation were 
chained as if by ma^cto the spot. Before onr next I had 
thirty hopeful cases in my registry; and months after, I 
was told by several converts in other districts that they 
were convinced first at this meeting. 

" Our second meeting, held in the nest week, was still 
more full of interest. The speakers for it were selected 
by my brother, at my request, for their sound and calm 
judgment. They were but three in number. Their ad- 
dresses were doctrinal and judicious, — addressed more 
to the intellect thsm to the feelings. Nothing appeared 
throughout, tall I pronounced the benediction, more than 
deep, solemn attention. I left to see the strangers off, ex- 
pecting the congregation to retire too. As we were ascend- 
ing the hill leading to my own house, the loud and solemn 
hymn of praise rose from the immense congregation on the 
stiU air as the voice of many watei-s, which told that the 
heai'ts of the people were pourbg ont their sincere and 
grateful homage to God ; and that the Spirit of the Holy 
One was among them. I returned, and such a scene as I 
witnessed ! It will ever live in my memory as one of the 
most sacred seasons of my life. The church, and several 
portions of the green, were both occupied with pei-sons 
prostrated, each surrounded by their own friends. Never 
did I expect to hear such outpourings of soul. Some wei-e 
in fem-ful agony, as if in very hell, — others breathing out, 
in sweet and sonorous accents, the sacred name of Jeans, in 
melting tones of penitence, pleading for pardon and eter- 
nal life. On entering the ga,te leading to the house of 
woi-ship, the first of the awakened I met with was my 
third son, who had already fonnd peace, and stretching out 
his arms he clasped me saying, 'O papal I have foimd 
Christ ! ' When rejoicing over him, a friend came to me, 
and told me that my eldest son was prostrated in another 
part of the green, and, taking me by the hand, led me to 
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him. He was calm — perfectly collected — deeply iui- 
preseecl with a sense of sin, and wrestling in prayer with 
God for mei-cy. 

"Here he lay for hours, till I got alarmed by his being 
BO long on the damp grass, and advised him to go into the 
church. He did not, as the former, enjoy peace that night. 
He considered himself greatly injured by well-meaning 
bat injudicious Mends. He kept solemn and grave alt the 
next week, till at our next meeting, feeling again deeply 
impressed, he retired to the field behind the church, and 
s])ent the night in prayer. The result of this meeting, 
with a few held through the country in the same week, 
was thirty-eight, — leaving on my boob, before our thii-d 
general weekly meeting, seventy-eight ' awakened.' 

" The third meeting was nearly as remarkable for bless- 
ing; twenty persons were hopefolly awakened, among 
whom were my second and youngest sons." 

It may readily be conceived that the intensely interest- 
ing nan'ative, of which the above is a condensed statement, 
and especially that portion of it referiing to the work of 
grace which had taken place in the four brothei-s of the 
manse, touched a chord that vibrated in many responsive 
hearts, and that the most profound emotion was stirred in 
the Assembly. Nor was this the only instance then related 
of a like chai'acter. Another senior minister was enabled to 
bear a similar testimony respecting one of his sons ; and so 
the sti-eam of thrilling incident flowed on for hours, inter- 
cepted now and then by an iutei-rogation, or some word of 
counsel and fraternal exhortation, until it was found neces- 
sary, owing to the pressure of time and business, to termi- 
nate the conference. I need not say that the subject of 
the physical prostrations was fully canvassed. 

Among otliei-8, a medical gentleman, an elder, present, 
who had not, however, witnessed in any the phenomena in 
question, stated generally the laws which regulated the 
oecurrenw of these manifestations as they ordinarily came 
under the notice of the physician. They might arise, he 
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said, from disease in some organ of the body— from strong 
meutal emotion — from iovoiuntary imitiition, as where ei>l- 
lepsy was induced by witnessing an attack upon another — 
from intense expectation of these occuiTencee, as in the 
phenomena of biology, or fi-om their previous occurrence in 
the same individual. In the early stages of the awakening, 
he had no doubt the affections were caused by intense 
mental emotion, tbe result of an overpowering sense of 
sin. As the revival proceeded, however, vivid descrip- 
tions, in public addresses, of these attacks, by those who 
had experienced them, might lead, to a general expectation 
that conviction of sin would be so accompanied, and thus 
awaken an earnest desire to experience them. Thus cases 
might be multiplied, till society would be pei-vaded by 
what might be called an epidemic constitution, so that 
susceptible persons would come to be affected, indepen- 
dently of mental emotion altogether. The fact of an attack 
predisposing to a reeun'ence of the aiFection, would afford 
a ready explanation of the same person being on more 
than one occasion " struck," These manifestations, there- 
fore, were to be regarded merely as accidents, not integral 
parte of the work. Tbey might even take place, as past 
experience had shown, in connection with the piopagation 
of religious delusions, as well as with the advancement of 
spiritual religion in tbe souls of men. 

Perhaps the general feeling in reference to the physical 
affections cannot be better expre^ed than by a reference 
to a statement made publicly, on his I'etura to Edinbm-gh, 
by Mr. Balfour, an elder of the Free Church, who, together 
with sevei-al distinguished members of that body, was pres- 
ent during the entire proceedings. " He believed," he said, 
" that the ministei-s of Ireland were quite alive to this, that 
these prostrations were mere accidents, and were seeking 
to i-estrain them. They were called in that Assembly the 
bubbles that rose to the surface. He had suggested to Dr. 
Julius Wood, whether some caution in tliis direction ought 
to be thrown out at the Irisb General Assembly ; but after 
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listening to the conversation in the private conference, 
they felt that there was no need for anything of the sort, 
for their bi-ethren in Ireland were themselves quite alive 
to the matter; and he must say that he was exceedingly 
struck, not only with the spiritual tone which pervaded 
the Assembly, but with the wisdom, and judiciousness, and 
calmness of mind with which the mem.bei's looked on the 
whole movement. For himself he would never foi'get the 
happy day which he spent in that private conference. The 
whole tone of the Assembly was so solemn, genuine, and 
humbling, and the members spoke with such enlarged, 
heart of the wonders of the grace of God, that it was quite 
delightful to be amongst them." 

At the close of the conference, a committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare a series of resolutions, founded upon 
the conversations and discussions which had taken place, 
and to introduce them at an open A^embly. 

In the evening of the same day the subject was resumed 
in public, in the presence of an immense audience, being 
introduced in the report on the state of religion, for which, 
with the resolutions adopted, see A^^)endix C. 

Reference has been made in preceding portions of this 
narrative to the visit of Mr. Brownlow Korth, and the sea- 
sonable character of his addresses to all classes of the com- 
munity. This eminent evangelist, although a member of 
the Episcopal Church, had at the meeting of the General 
Assembly of the Free Cliurch of Scotland been pubiiely 
recognized as an honored servant of Christ, and had been 
formally invited to occupy the pulpits of its ministers. 
Having witnessed on that occasion, in company with the 
Rev. Dr. Johnston, then moderator of our Assembly, the 
very impressive exercises connected with his recognition, I 
took the opportunity of inviting him to visit na at the 
period of our annual meeting. Although he had many 
engagements in Scotland, Mr. North acceded to our soUci- 
tatious. He had spent a few days in the north of Ireland 
before the meeting of Assembly in the metropolis, and, as 
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far aa time and circiim stances would permit, had observed 
the character of the spiritual movement then in progi-ess. 
His subsequent experience supplied much more satisfactory 
evidence of its reality and depth than any he had tlien 
met with, as most of those whom he had visited had pi-e- 
viousiy been unacqujunted with the truth, and were dis- 
posed to lean more on their feelings than their faith. This 
seiious mistake he publicly adverted to in the Assembly, 
taking opportunity afterwards to deal with it in almost all 
Ills subsequent addresses while in the countiy. The thanks 
of the Assembly were conveyed to Mr, North in some 
such terms as these : 

" While it holds good of such a service as that to which 
your energies are consecrated — that not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called to prosecute it — we rejoice that 
upon you this grace has been bestowed — ■ a patent of dis- 
tinction more gloriously resplendent than any hereditary or 
heraldic honora. We esteem it a happy circumstance in 
our ecclesiastical constitution that it is so broadly catholic 
that we can not only hail you as a brother in the midst of 
ns, but bid you from the heart 'God speed' in your evan- 
gelistic mission. We would see in you a living illustra- 
tion of the great truth, obscured though it may have been 
by the conventionalisms of men, that a God-made ministry 
is the only ministry, and that the spiiitual church is, 
strictly spealdng, the only church of Christ — the church 
for the sake of which all prophecies, promises, types, ser- 
vices, and ministrations, have been given and ordained. 
Let me, in the name of this Assembly, return our grateful 
acknowledgments for your feithful admonitions and fi-ater- 
nal counsels. Let me also invite you to the cultivation of 
a still more intimate relationship, even to the occupancy 
of oui- pulpits and the hospitalities of our homes. You 
have come among us at a season of blessed ingathering, 
and happy shall we be if yon thrust in the sickle, and min- 
gle with ns in the reaping-time with its songs. But 
whether you abide in Ireland or return to other fields now 
16 
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whitening to the harvest, be- asBTived that we shall not 
i-eadily forget the hallowed interest wliich your presence 
has diffused ; and that among the incidents of this Assem- 
bly, this sIiEiJl not be the least memorable, that we have 
seen your fece and grasped your hand, and been en- 
couraged by your sympathies, your exhortations, and your 
prayei-s." 

In consequence of the awakening, and the desire of the 
great majority of the ministers to return to their respective 
flocks before the Sabbath, it was found necessaiy to adjourn 
the meeting before its business was more than half con- 
cluded — a circumstance which was in itself a striking 
attestation to the movement. And thus this memorable 
occasion passed. It was felt throughout that the delibera- 
tions of our Assembly were pervaded by an overawing 
solemnity never realized before, filling the soul with a 
profound sense of Jehovah's presence, subduing pei-sonal 
prejudices and prepossessions, and infusing a spint of mu- 
tual foi'bearance and generous conciliation. The Lord had 
visited His ohuroh as a court in His own bouse, so that, 
even in its ecclesiastical procedure, there had been realized 
as pure delight, as sweet communion, and as ennobling aspi- 
rations, as could be hoped for in the most favored times of 
visitation. It is impossible ever to foi^t those hours 
of blessing that flew by on rapid wing, when the theme of 
every tongue was the Spirit's wondrous grace and power, 
and when every heart was melted, as under the descent of a 
heavenly influence. It was with feelings such as these that 
tJie proceedings were suspended, and that the brethren 
separated from one another, to return to their several 
flocks, and to preside over the blessed ingathering to the 
fold of the " Chief Shepherd." 

Nearly three months after, their consultations were re- 
sumed, not on this occasion in Dublin, but in Belfast. The 
great effusion which before had fallen in so considerable a 
portion on the field, had meanwhile mightily extended in 
its range, and many who before had been in lieaviuess, 
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because as yet their coHgregations had been nnvisited by 
the ."gracious rain," were now rejoicing in its abundant 
and pleasant fruits. Nor were there any indications that 
the clouds of heaven had exhausted their stores of bless- 
ing. Other lands had also shaved the joy with which so 
many had been gladdened, and from the ends of tlie earth 
had arisen songs of thanksgiving for what, in this far-diatant 
isle of ocean, God had wrought. The period which had 
elapsed since the adjournment in Dublin, had furnished a 
more extended opportunity of testing its real character, 
and of forming a judgment of all its attendant features. 
The church, accordingly, having dischai^ed her primary 
obligation of acknowledging the favor shown in this great 
work of God, it was now felt that her more immediate duty 
was to consider how the work itself might be directed, so 
that it might be preserved, as far as human effort could 
accomplish that result, from the weakness and fatuity of 
man, and ii-om the devices of the great adveraaiy. 

As on the foi-mei- occasion, a conference was held, and 
various resolutions were adopted — one of which was to 
the effect, " That the Assembly appoint a special day for 
public worship in all our churches, and for prayer and 
thanksgiMng to Almighty God for His gracious mercy 
vouchsafed m the levtval of religion; and that suppli- 
cation be oficied for the extension of this gracious work 
to all chuithe^ And all lands;" and ftirther, "that our 
modevitoi be requested to prepare an address, including 
reasons for the observance of such day, to be piinted and 
circulated immediately amongst the brethren." 

It was in this spirit that the proceedings of the meeting 
of Assembly were conducted and brought to a happy issue. 
In reviewing them, however cursorily, we should be incre- 
dulous and unbelieving, were we not to acknowledge that 
God had been among us, and that we had i-eceived from 
Him the earnest of still greater things to come. We had 
lived to see a good and a glad day in our histoiy — a day 
long prayed ami hoped for, but which we hardly thought, 
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ever to witness — brought about by no human power' or 
wisdom, but by the grace of Him who is wonciorfiil in 
counsel and excellent in working. It was indeed a pleasant 
thing to contemplate an Assembly whose membei-s were of 
one heai-t and mind with one another, and the good frnit^ 
of whose uniting lovo, as we humbly trust, will spread 
their hallowed influence over days and ycare to come. 
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,t&ifial aii& lljt ©rail 



Foe many years the anniversary of tlie Battle of the 
Boyne had been associated, in the minds of the lowov class 
of Iiisli Protestants, with uncontrollable displays of party 
animosity and hatred. Glorious in itself as was the 
achievement of William of Orange in breaking the iron 
dominion of a Papal despot, and in erecting constitutional 
liberty on its rains, that illustrious name had with the 
unthinking maltitude become a synonyme with ignorant 
bravado, and with unreasoning hostility both to the system 
and the abettors of Romanism. With the return of each 
successive Twelfth of July there was an ebullition of polit- 
ical and reli^ous frenzy, oi^en provocative of resistance,' 
and' terminating in violence and bloodshed. To the vulgar 
gaze there was, no doubt, something imposing in the parade 
of the processions of these festal days. The congi'egated 
masses, as they marched along in holiday attire, each man 
docked with some distinctive badge, a sash or a cockade 
of the cherished color, while the supeiior officers flaunted 
in their flowing robes of scarlet, — the entii-e an'ay mar- 
shalled in semi-military "rank and file," while drams were 
16* 
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beating, fifes discoui-siug shrilly masic, and banners flutter- 
ing in the breeze, — presented no mean embodiment of all 
those elements that command the admiration of the mul- 
titnde. 

It would be incorrect, however, to state that the Orange 
organization universally prevailed in Ulster. There are 
many districts into which it never entered, and for years 
past, partly owing to the vigorous enforcement of the laws 
against processions, and still more in consequence of the 
spread of intelligence and the diffusion of a better spirit, it 
has been falling to pieces even in those paits of the country 
where formerly it exercised its baneful influence. Here 
and there, indeed, it is still fostei-ed for political and party 
puiposes ; and the " Orange parson," a genus of which a 
few specimens still suiTive, figures on its platforms, and 
fans anew the dying embers of religious discord. But, aa 
a system, it is on the wane ; and never has it received 
Buoh a fatal blow as since, within the last few months, the 
Spirit from on high descended on the community of Ulster. 

Of this auspicious change there are abundant illuatra- 
tions, nowhere more satisfactory than in Belfast itself. For 
several years there was a certain quai-ter in that town 
which had attained an unenviable notoriety. As the 
Twelfth of July drew near, it had been customary to rein- 
force the military and police, that they might keep the 
peace, if possible, between the turbulent inhabitants of 
Sandy Row and the nest of Ribbonmen who occupied a 
neighboi'ing district. Not oniy had the oi-dinaiy street 
missiles been flung in plentiful profusion on the scene of 
conflict, but deadly collisions had taken place ; shots had 
been fired, and blood had run npon the streets. For weeks 
the magistrates and military were nightly on patrol. The 
strong arm of the executive had at length to interfere by 
martial law, and by a disarming of the parties who had 
shown that they were wholly unflt to be entrusted with 
arms. Although a marked change had taken place in tlie 
feelings of the Oi-angemen towards their Koman Catholic 
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neighbors prior to the aiinivei'sary of the Boyue, the mode 
in ^rhich that annivei'saiy would pass over waa a subject 
of much anxious specniation. "Wait till the Twelfth of 
July," said our good bishop to an English gentleman who 
was convei-aing with him in the end of June respecting the 
effect of the revival on party spirit — " wait till the Twelfth ; 
that will test all." 

How the Twelfth came and passed, let the following 
statement with respect to the noted diatiict above referi-ed 
to testify. It has been furnished by the worthy and iutel- 
ligent librarian of the Belfast Society: 

"In compliance with your request, I hasten to give you 
my experience of the revival, more especially with refer- 
ence to its influence in quelling party spirit on the Twelfth 
of July last. When that gracious movement reached 
Belfast, I joined an organization that had come to the help 
of the Lord, and the field aligned to me wns that very 
fiimous disttict called Sandy Row, and its adjuncts, where 
the people had been taught ' to catch the Papist birds by 
throwing stones at them.' Yes, the essence of Protestant- 
ism, and the conversion of the Romanists in that region, 
consisted in the abundant use of brickbats and bludgeons ; 
but the old war-criea were now hushed by a higher voice, 
and in few parts of our beloved land was that short ser- 
mon oftoner preached, ' Believe ih the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved,' than in this very district. The 
oases of prostration were very numerous — at the mill, in 
the factory, at their own firesides, in the neighboring 
houses, in the public street, the prayer-meeting, and, in 
fact, in every place of human resort, 

"When the revival was at its height, Sandy Row was 
visited by persons from all parte of the country — indeed, 
of the kingdom. Clergymen and pious laymen were con- 
stantly holding open-air meetings ; and oft«n at these and 
other exemses in the houi-s of release from labor, in 'the 
gloaming,' or nnderthestarlit roof, did many a sweet hymn 
ascend far beyond the stara. It was on the evening of the 
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Twelfth that I firet took pai-t in one of those meetings. I 
had been assisting at a temperance meeting elsewhere, and 
my du'ect road on leaving lay through some of the most 
intensely Popish and Orange districts in Belfast. On the 
evening of any similar annivei-sary I would have performed 
no ordinary feat to have passed through those districts, 
but I had no feai-a now. There were no breaking of lamps 
and constables' heads — no flinging of the ' Macadam ' mis- 
sile nor of the paving-stones. The streets were crowded 
with the young of both sexes, but good humor and enjoy- 
ment were the distinguishing features of the scene. I 
marked the improvement. I knew the cause. The snn 
win shine even through a wet blanket. But things im- 
proved as I advanced. I heard the songs of Zion chanted 
by hundreds of voices amid our racks and dells, in our 
green meadows, and also 



but I never heard with anything like the same emotion as 
I did on that occasion, the soul-inspiring strains float on 
the still, calm air of that sweet July evening. There, where 
one of the principal thoroughfares joins the street, were 
assembled a large number of young females, and these sur- 
rounded by men, women, and children. As I approached, 
the 23d Psalm was falling in sweet cadence on the gale; 
and I do believe that there were not a few in that assem- 
blage who got a foretaste of the time when the redeemed 
shall sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

" Throughout the day none of the usual emblems of the 
Twelfth appeared, — no Orange garlands, nor arches flung 
over the streets. The only regret I heard expressed was, 
that the past was so unlike the present. There was no 
military or semi-military parade this evening. The only 
peace-preserver was the usual night-constable. He would 
have been a hold man who would have attempted to have 
bi-oken the peace then and there. 
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"Seven months have passed since then. Time, that 
great- teeter, and a winter, one of the most unpropitions we 
ever saw, have not seen the revival work arrested. In- 
door has taken the place of out-door worship. In a diatiict 
where formerly some four or five prayer-meetings could 
with difficulty be maintained, there are now, I believe, 
twenty-five; and if to this be added the week-evening 
services, well attended, in the six different churches, — 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Methodist, which like a 
chain of fortresses suiTound the district, — a tolerably fair 
conclusion may be ai'rived at that the good work has stood 
the trial. 

" God's grace is the real gentleman -maker. I have found 
it so in those who have come to this district from ofi" their 
cushions and carpets, Bible in hand, to assist in gather- 
ing in the hai-vest. But the same spiritual essence that 
was shed abroad within their hearts, I have found in the 
humble garret and cellar. Of the work among the people 
who live in our ' West End,' I have two genuine tests, — 
the presence of many at it, and the promise of more assist- 
ing to carry it on. 

" My work in that district has been mainly among the 
little ragged urchins gathered from the streets. I have a 
room now to myself and my miscellaneous class, whose 
members are of every year of age between ten and two — 
the elder ones being the care-takers of the younger. I rule 
them by the voice — not mine, however, but their own. 
Though denied by nature the oi-gans of sweet sound my- 
self I am at no loss for precentoi-s, and my 'chief conduc- 
tor' is a lad about five years old. We have but one tune, 
picked up during the warmth of the revival. When I find 
them getting restless, I commence old ' Martyrdom,' and 
they become solemnized ; and thus I see that Scriptui'e 
verified, ' Out of the mouth of babes and sncldings thou 
hast perfected praise.' " 

In other districts of the town where much excitement 
formerly prevailed, there was a similar exhibition of happy 
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and harmonions feeling. "I preached," says a Belfast 
ministei', " on the Twelfth, on the street, in a locality where 
the population is of a mixed character. My audience was 
largely composed both of Protestants and RomaDiats. All 
were attentive, orderly, and respectful," 

Visiting, in company with a friend, a short time ailer- 
wards, in a row inhabited exclusively by mill hands, and 
meeting a number of girls who had been brought under 
the influence of the revival, they all exclaimed, referring to 
the late anniversary, " It was another sort of Twelfth than 
the one befoi-e it. None of ns would have wrought a turn 
on that day ; but now we were all at our wort as nsual. 
You would not have knoini it was the Twelfth at all." 
"You may well say that," remarked one of their number, 
who had been, till a few weeks before, a Roman Catholic. 
"Don't you remember how you chased me, and others of 
my sort, through the conntry for hours that day, till you 
nearly frightened us out of our wits? But now we are all 
like sisters of one family, and the head of it is Christ." 

" The Twelfth of July had long been a notable day in 
Lurgan," says the Rev. L. E. Berkley, "as elsewhere 
throughout the north of Ireland, and some curiosity and 
anxiety were manifested as to the way in which it would 
be spent. It ie to be lamented that flags were, as usual, 
streaming from the towers of the national church, and the 
tolhng of the bell proclaimed that the old spirit was still 
alive. But it was subdued and solemnized. At two o'clock 
p. M., the Presbyterian church was quite filled with people 
met for prayer, conducted by a representative of each of 
the Protestant denominations in town. Not a dnmken 
man was to be seen in the streets. The people continued 
in their homes, or at their work, and the language of one of 
them — a young man who used to take prominent part in 
the ftin and frolic of the occasion — might doubtless have 
been used by multitudes — 'It was the happiest Twelfth I 
ever spent.' 

"Take another illustration. Early in summer, I was 
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(salletl oil to give a subscription to the bnilding or provid- 
ing of an Orange Hall. I refused. The young man, a 
niomber of my own congregation, was much dissatisfied. 
Tiie revival came. Soon after, meeting him in the street, 
I inqalred regarding the progress of the hall. '0, sir!' 
siiid he, ' it would be better for eveiy one to try and serve 
God Almighty, and let party work alone ! ' I believe it is 
the conclusion to which many,by the blessing of God, have 
been brought." 

The following statement, with reference to the observ- 
ance of the Twelfth of July in a rural district already 
mentioned in this nan-ative, is deeply interesting : 

"From the commencement of the revival," says the Rev. 
W. Magill, of Dundrod, " some of the Orangemen had at- 
tended our prayer-meetings, and had seen and heard the 
strange things which occurred in and around the first 
house where the Lord began his work of grace. The 
chiefi of the party lived in the adjoining one. One mem- 
ber of their family especially, from the first, was deeply 
and I believe savingly impressed. His case was a singular 
and most interesting one. He is almost deaf, yet gifted 
with a wonderful talent of understanding what is said to 
him, engaging in all the services of I'eliglon, — praise, 
prayer, and reading the Scriptures, with the greatest de- 
light, and confessing himself strengthened by thus wfuting 
upon God, It is wonderful how much of a sermon, or of 
the explanation of a chapter, he can underatand hy follow- 
ing with his eye and finger alternately the wiitten word 
and the moving lips and gestures of the speaker. He has 
done good in his fiimily, into which he has introduced the 
woi-ship of God, and while diligently seeking salvation for 
himself, is anxious for the spiritual welfare of the whole 
household. 

"It was partly through his influence that his brothers, 
and other membei-s of the Orange Society, kept the 
Twelfth day of July here as it was never kept before. 

"I had never been a favorite with the OrangcQien of the 
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(listi-ict. I had been iaetrameiital in snppressing a public- 
house at the gate of our church, in which they were in the 
habit of assembling, auci which had long been an intolera- 
ble nuisance. This house, and adjoining property, were 
purchased in behalf of the congregation, and the manae 
now stands whei'e it stood. In revenge for the supposed 
injury done by pulling down the public-house, an ' Orange 
Hall ' was erected in the immediate neighborhood as a 
I'allying-point for the brethren, who, night after night, met 
with fife and drum, and noisy clamor, to annoy the quiet 
dwellers in their homes in the neighborhood, and especially 
myself. But the Lord did not pass over them; and they 
too, as well as others, underwent a great change, and we 
hope a permanent one, 

"Before the Twelfth came, I was asked by those men, 
whom I had looked upon as bitter enemies to me, and to 
the cause of religion and morality, if I wonld meet them 
on the evening of that day, and hold a prayer-meeting in 
then- 'Hall.' I at once consented to do so, on being 
assured that there would during the day be no party 
display, and no intoxicating drink used. The moi-ning 
was ushered in with no firing of guns, no beating of drums, 
and no display of party bannei-s. All was still and calm 
as a Sabbath. It was a holiday among the people, all 
labor being suspended ; and early in the forenoon, men 
and women, in holiday attii-e, liere and there were seen in 
groups, marching along, not with Orange lilies, but with 
Bibles in their hands, as if going on a Sabbath morning to 
the house of God, 

*'A deputation, including the master of the 'lodge,' 
waited on me in the manse, and requested me to go over 
to the hall and pray with them, before proceeding to a field 
at some distance, where they were to meet others, and en- 
gage in religious exercises. I soon found myself in strange 
company, and was put in the honored seat, and officiated 
as chaplain to an Orange lodge, reading fii-st their printed 
prayer (which I must say Is a most admirable one), and 
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then knelt down in the midst of the fcrethren, and many 
others who came to see and Ara** t/iis new thing, and 
heartily blesaed God for His wonderful works, and prayed 
that the reign of peace on earth and good-will among 
men might that day be inaugurated and firmly established 
in the midat of ua. 

" With Bibles in their hands, and peace and good-will 
in their heai-ts, — with no music playing, no flags flying, 
and with no jai- of whiskey to refresh them on the mai'ch, 
— they walked decently and soberly, and in good oi'der, 
to the field, where many hundreds met them, and joined 
them in praise and prayer, and other religious exercises. 
There could not have been a more attentive and serious 
congregation, and the difierent parties i-etired to their re- 
spective districts, wondering, as they went, at the strange 
things they had seen and heard. In the evening about 
fifteen hundred persons of all denominations met in the 
open air, where I preached to them, after which all went 
quietly to their homes ; and thus passed the Twelfth of 
July 1859 — a day much indeed to be remembered. Here 
was another glorious triumph — the name of Jeans was ex- 
alted above eveiy other name. The name of the 'glorious, 
pious, and immortal' William was not heard from a single 
lip ; the Pope escaped his usual malediction ; the pub- 
licans and sinners bit their lips in disappointment, for their 
' ocenpation' was gone. Satan seemed to have fallen like 
lightning from heaven, and the Prince of peaee reigned 
throughout the day. Since then we have had no party 
strifes, no beating of drums, no ' Punch dances,' no drunken 
revels — nothing to hurt or annoy the tenderest con- 
science. We have had a fair tiial of the gospel here, and 
we find it has lost none of its essence since the times of 
Paul, It is indeed 'the power of God unto salvation,' 
pulling down the strongholds of sin ; checking, if not 
ei-adieating, the worat propensities of fallen nature; and 
making ont of the rudest and most unpromising materials 
a moniJ, peaceful, ami happy people." 
17 
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Similar celebrations were alinost universally held in 
thoae other paita of the north where Orangeism prevailed. 
In regard to the spirit still evinced by the confederation, 
the following are striking testimonies : 

" The month before the revival in this neighborhood," 
says the Rev. J. Geddes (Connty Tyrone), "it was in a 
ferment — nightly marchings, law proceedings, etc. Since 
the movement began, not a di-nm has been Bti'uck in the 
bonnds, and the leading Orangemen meet and pray for the 
Romanists, whom a little ago they hated." 

"Party sphit, from the moment the revival became 
manifest," says the Rev. John Bell, of Clare (County Ar- 
magh), " disappeared. This is woithy of very special 
notice, as it prevailed in this locality to a moat pei-nicioua 
extent. It was not worse anywhere." 

" Newtonlimavady " (County DeiTy), says the Rev. 
George Steen, " was the stronghold of Oi'angeism. On 
the Twelfth of July, the day was spent in pi-eaching, 
praise, and prayer ; and since the commencement of the 
Lord's work in June, I have not heard the utterance of a 
pajty word, nor seen a party emblem displayed." 

"There is an Orange lodge in this neighborhood," says 
the Rev. J. Elliot, Clarkesbridge (County Monaghan), 
" which is composed of some forty young men. They met 
monthly, and each contiibuted a fixed sum at eveiy meet- 
ing for the purpose of procuring refreshments, which con- 
sisted almost entirely of whiskey. So mnch as £1S has 
been expended in one year in this way. The name is not 
changed, but they now meet principally for religious exer- 
cises — singing, prayer, or reading God's Word. They 
continue their monthly contributions, and twice since July 
have asked me to expend a very considerable sum in pur- 
chase of books for a library which they have established, 
and which is likely very soon to contain a lai^ and valua- 
ble collection of books. Ifow they never have any, intox- 
icating drinks at their meetings." 

The Rev. H. M. Waddcll, kto missionuiy ou the west 
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coast of AfKca, supplies the following interesting state- 
ment with reference to the decrease of pai'ty feeling in bis 
native county; 

" On the subject of Orange lodges, ei grave, aged, good 
man, an elder of long standing, said that he saw the power 
of God in this i-evival, for nothing else could have piit 
down the Orange Society. Government had failed to sup- 
press it ; yet here we see it dying of itself under the in- 
fluence of revived religion: 

" Party spirit nsed to run high in the Connty Monaghan, 
I have seen, and confess did like to see, several i-egiments 
of Orangemen, hundreds strong, fine yeomanry and resi- 
dent gentry, with bands playing and banners flying, peace- 
ably parading the countiy on the 12th of July, too strong 
to be resisted by the opposite party — though these gather- 
ings sometimes ended with fighting, braises, and blood- 
shed. Elections for Pai-liament have even lately led to 
conflicts approaching civil war, — not, however, caused by 
Orangemen, who, since being denounced by government, 
have had to stand on the defensive, but by the Romanists, 
who have been emboldened to become the a^ressors. On 
these occasions the regular military and loaded cannon 
have been required to keep the peace. It was in that 
county that Daniel O'Connell met his first repulse when he 
thought to invade the northjand gather his monster meet- 
ings in its principal towns, as he had done in the sonth. 
Proceeding by Drogheda and Dundalk, both popish towns, 
a number of his followers advanced into the southern pai-t 
of tho County Monaghan, where, boi'dering on Louth, the 
popish population prevails. But as they proceeded, the 
Orangemen mnstei-ed in force, armed, at Ballibay, deter- 
mined to stop the way. And they stopped it, and obliged 
him to abandon his intention of invading Ulster. If such 
a powerful and united body now yield to religious convic- 
tions, and the spirit of the gospel of peace turn their lodges 
and gatlierings into prayer-meetings, and their collections 
for feasting into missionary contributions, as I have heard 
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of being done, may we not say tliat the Spirit of the Lord 
has gone forth among tlio Protestants of Ulster ? " 

We do not wonder, after such records as these, that 
Chief Baron Pigott, himself a Roman Catholic, should 
have taken occasion, when sitting on the bench in County 
Down, a few days after the great Orange anniversaiy, to 
refer, in the laoguage of the reporters, " to the religious 
movement in the north aa having extinguished all party 
animosities, and produced the most wholesome moral re- 
sults upon the community at large:" and that he should 
have "expressed a hope that it would extend over the 
whole country, and influence society to its lowest depths," 

Let us hope that the happy experiences of 1859 will be 
i-epeated in all future years, and that the Orange confede- 
racy, if it exists at all, will be found subserving some 
better puipoae than any for which it has liitherto been 
celebrated. There are symptoms in some qnaitere of a 
tendency to resume the practices of other days; and it 
may be that there is a voice of warning in the following 
incident : — "A strange thing," observes the Kev. Robert 
Dunlop, of Hewbliss, "occurred a few evenings since, at 
the meeting of a lodge. Four men were led to cry for 
mei-cy during the singing of a profane song ! It was tlie 
first evening for months that anything had been sung at 
the meeting, and the introduction of the song led to the 
result which I have mentioned." It was the inconginiity 
of the proceeding, I have little doubt, that so afiected 
those who engaged in it, that they were led to serious 
soul concei-n, and to give audible expression to their dis- 
tress. The Orangemen of Ulster have been lately taught 
a solemn lesson in the revival; who wiU not hope and 
pray that it may never pass out of their remembrance ? 
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I CANNOT more appropriately introduce the nairative of 
the revival movement in County Down than by inserting 
in this place a communication with which I have been 
favored on the subject by the esteemed Bishop of the 
Diocese, although part of his ecclesiastical domain Jies in 
the County Antrim. It has been already mentioned that 
at an early period his lordship lent his countenance to the 
work, both by the sanction given to his clei^y in their 
labors iu connection therewith, and by his presence at one 
of the first united meetings for pi-ayer held in Belfast, His 
coiTespondenoe subsequently with Bishop M'Uvaiue, of 
Ohio, in the United States, exhibited his anxious desire to 
have the sustaining sympathy of those occupying an influ- 
ential position in the Episcopal Church of America, who 
had been familiar with the history of i-evivals in that land ; 
Avhilo the prominent pnrt he took at tlie AnuU;il Coufcr- 
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ence of the Evangelical Alliance at a still later periocl, 
when ho bore emphatic testimony to the reality and good 
effects of the revival, sufficiently attested his appreciation 
of this great work of God. Knowing that in the eoni-se 
of the season he had directed a comniiinication to be ad- 
dressed to all the ministers in his diocese, making partica- 
lar inquiry in isolation to the several phases of the move- 
ment, and having had abundant experience of that courtesy 
and catholicity for which he is distinguished, I took the 
liberty of requesting of his lordship a brief statement of 
the result ; and, further, desiring his permission to avail 
myself in the present publication of his testimony. To 
the request he was pleased to accede, in the following 
terms : 

"Tbb Palace, Hoi,ywood, Kklfast, 

"F^rn-vary 13, 1860. 

"Mt Dbae Sm: It affords me very great pleasui'e to 
comply with your request to funiish you with the result of 
some of the queries which I issued to my clergy in refer- 
ence to the religious awakening, which, in the good provi- 
dence of God, has visited this province, making many a 
barren spot fruitful, and many a sorrowing heart glad. 

" To my qneries, I received from my clergy one hundred 
and aix replies; eeventy-flve of which bore the most grati- 
fying testimony to the spiritual blessings which followed 
the 'revivals' in their own parishes, — such aa the careless 
aroused, the impure made pure, the drunkai-d refonned, 
the prayerlesa prayerful, and every means of grace eagerly 
attended. 

"I enclose you a copy of a few of the answei-s which I 
have received to two of my quei-ies, showing the nature 
of this wonderful religious and moral reformation, and the 
truly spiritnal character of this gi'eat work, as testified by 
ffntbful, zealous, and earnest clergymen in my dioceses ; 
and I feel satisfied that the evidence of the clergy of your 
own church, which your high official position will eniihle 
you to procure, will fully corroborate the same. To their 
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zealona labora, also, in this our day of 'great things,' I 
would, in passing, pay the just tribute of sincere respect. 

"I cannot conclude without naentioning the result of my 
late confirmations in Belfast, as it marks the deep impres- 
sion and devotional feeling which the Spirit of the living 
God, moving over this povtion of our land, has kindled. 
The numbers confirmed annually by me in the parish of 
Belfast have avers^ed about two hundred and fifty, but 
liist year they reaehed seven hundi-ed and five; and never, 
since I have administered that rite of my church, have I 
witnessed such solemnity of manner and deep feeling as 
was exhibited hy all whom I then confirmed. 

^'And now, my dear Sir, may the woi-d spoken by us all 
be blessed by God's Holy Spiiit to those among whom we 
minister, that, in the true revival of a sanctified life, they 
may become 'living epistles' of Christ, 'known and read 
of ail men.' Believe me, with sincere respect, yours truly 
and faithfully, 

"Rob. Down & Connor & Dromoke. 
" To the Rev. Phofe3SOB Giesok, 

Moderator of flie Genoi'iil Assembly of the 
PcBEbyteiian Church in Iroland." 

[For the returns refeiTed to in the above commiinication, 
see Appendix -Z>.] 

Castlereagh is a rural district not far distant from Bel- 
fast, It was visited by the awakening soon after its mani- 
festation in the latter place. For six years previously 
there was a marked improvement in spiritnal things ; and 
now that the revival has come, a great enlai^ement has 
been experienced, whOe no case of apostasy or backsliding 

The Rev. Dr. Given supplies the following incidents : 
The Converted Cripple. — "Among the early cases of 
revival within the bounds of my congregation was a cripple 
man, who had been in the habit of visiting the various places 
to which his business led him, by means of a donkey-^ai-t, 
though he could not be persuaded to use the same mode 
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of conveyance to bring liini to the house of God. Many a 
time as I met him by tlie way, or found him in his own 
house, I had endeavored tojirevail on him to attend public 
worahip, bat was usually met with the same stereotyped 
excuses, — liia lameness, the awtwardnees of the thing, the 
inconvenience it would cause himself) and the trouble it 
might occasion others. In vain did I labor to remove 
such pretexts, and urge on him the importance. of making 
at least an equal effort to come to the sanctuary as to reach 
the place of business. He could attend to tho perishing 
intorcsta of the present passing world, while to the realities 
of a future and a better be remained utterly indifferent. 
Years of carelessness had rolled away. Conscience would 
sometimes trouble him, but he soon quieted it. The thought 
that God in depriving him of the use of his limbs, had ex- 
onerated him from attendance on His sei-vice, would fi-om 
time to time silence the etUl small voice within, and confirm 
him in his guilty neglect. At length he was apprehended 
of Christ, and arrested in his coni-se. He had heard of the 
revival in the neighboring county, and talked of it as a 
matter of news with otbera. He had been attending no 
reii^ous meeting, hearing no gospel sermon, nor listening 
to any stin-ing address ; but one night, on retiring to rest, 
the Spirit of God brought bis sins very vividly before bis 
. mind, and putting the desire in his heart, and the words 
in his naouth, constrained him to ciy aloud, and for some 
time to continue to ciy, ' Lord, be merciful to me a sinner ! ' 
He remained under deep convictions of sin till the Sabbath 
following, when, to the amazement of neighbors and ac- 
quaintances, he was seen approaching the bouse of God. 
The sermon that day was blessed to him ; and that same 
Sabbath night, after much wrestling, eai-nest prayers, deep 
agony, and many tears, he obtained the peace that paeseth 
understanding. Since then he has possessed new light, 
new life, new love, and not one Sabbath wuce have I 
missed him from bis accustomed place in the house of God. 
Great hns been his joy in believing ; his conduct and con- 
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versatioii also have been most consistent. He loses no 
opportunity of testifying foi- God, and recommending to 
others the Savioui whom he himself has found. As his 
change was a marvel to many at the time it occurred, so 
has his behavior ever since been truly an ensample, and 
himself a living epistle, seen and i-ead of all. From Sab- 
bath to Sabbath he is carried in and out of ray church, 
without ever breathing an excuse, or hinting a difficulty, or 
uttering a complaint in regai'd to his infirmity, but gi-ateful 
to the kind fnenda who are ever ready to attend to him; 
and rejoicing in God his Saviour, he goea on his way, feeling 
by personal experience, and practically illustrating the truth, 
that wherever there is a will to serve the Lord, there is sure 
to be a way. 

Thfi Farmers Wife. — "A second case of much interest 
was that of a respectable woman, the wife of a farmer. 
Though not far distant fi-om the church, and though often 
invited to attend, she could never make it convenient to 
do BO. Light-hearted and thoughtless, she seemed an 
entire stranger to the value of the soul, the worth of salva- 
tion, and the importance of spiritual things. She had long 
neglected the one thing needful, and greatly undervalued 
the things that belong to her peace. Her husband was 
careless as hei-self ; and so they lived without God, without 
Christ, and without hope in the world. She came in early 
summer to some of our open-air service, in all probability 
from no higher motive than mere curiosity at the fii-st. 
Soon, however, her attention was fixed, the word spoken 
came with life and power to her soul ; she was cut to the 
heait, and smitten to earth under the mighty hand of 
God. From that time till the present Christ has been 
very precious to her soul, the chief among ten thousand, 
and altogether lovely in her estimation. She loves much, 
for much has been forgiven. Prayer is now her delight, 
praise her element; while at the public worship of God, 
fi'om which she is never absent, her earnest look and 
serious demeanor are observable even amid thonglitful 



A.ooglc 



202 THE REVIVAL IN COUNTV DOWN. 

fellow-woi-sliippera. She has felt God's love to to better 
than life, and from the overflowings of a truly thankful 
heart, she utters aloud His praise. Nowhere could you 
find a Christian more meek, docile, devout, and in all 
respects exemplaiy. 

The Formalist. — "The third instance of the reviving 
grace of God, to which I would refer, is that of another 
female, but one altogether different from the former, one 
who had fl'ora early youth attended the house of God with 
regularity, and who had often partaken of the Supper of 
the Lord. Still she bad only the form of godliness, and 
wanted the living power. She had never closed with 
Christ, tbongb she bad united bereelf to His people. She 
had often thought of death, and always with alarm. The 
consideration of her latter end, which often forced itself 
upon her, filled her with terror. To her those words of 
Scriptui-e literally applied — 'Through fear of death' she 
had been ' all her life subject to bondage.' At length de- 
liverance came. It is a pleasant Sabbath morning in the 
month of August ; the sky is clear, the aii- balmy, and the 
fields waving with golden grain. Little gi'oups of worahip- 
pers are leisurely wending their way to ' the church that 
crowns the neighboring hill,' and the individual referred to 
is among them. What from the mildness of the weather, 
the scenery around, the companions by the way, her heart 
was lighter, and her thoughts more cheerful than usual. 
Arrived in the sanctnary, there was nothing that interested 
her more than on other occasions, till the announcement 
of the text. It was contained in the words, 'Remember 
Lot's wife,' and chosen as the groundwork of remarks 
which I deemed suitable to be addressed to the many in 
connection with my congregation, who, I knew, had been 
recently the subjects of a saving change, and whom I was 
anxious to warn against looking back after having put their 
hand to the plough, or turning back to the old ways of sin 
and death. The text at once riveted her attention, and 
as the sermon proceeded, her memory reverted to the sins 
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and faults of youth, the inconsistencies of i-iper years, the 
hollowness of outward profe^ion without inward prin- 
ciple or corresponding practice. A burden pressed sore 
upon her heart. Tears flowed copiously, and, mingled with 
big drops of perspiration, wetted the shawl that lay around 
her shoulders. She felt extremely weak, but, anxious to 
escape observation, made an effort to get out of the church. 
She had only succeeded in leaving the pew when I ob- 
served her face become deadly pale, and she sank, appa- 
rently unconscious, in the aisle. It was no fainting fit, as . 
she has positively and repeatedly assured me since. At 
the close of the service, and duiing prayer with her, she 
thought she saw the Saviour, clothed in a white gai-ment 
reaching down to the feet, approach her. Be that as it 
may, whether it was fancy or fact, one thing Is certain, she 
has found the Lord, the fear of death has been removed, 
the Word of God is understood and appreciated by her as 
it had never been before. Her life, at the same time, as far 
as I have been able to judge, is in perfect hai'mony with 
the change." 

The neighborhood of Comber was the very earliest 
visited by the i-evival in the county in which it is situated. 
For about fourteen yeai-s previously, meetings had been 
held for the purpose of seeking a revival of religion, and 
when the Spirit at length came upon the people, it was 
with wondrous power. Hundreds were awakened and 
savingly tui-ned to God, 

"We have had," says the Rev. J. M. Killon, " no veiy 
midden conversions amongst us. True, those under con- 
viction in the coui-se of an hour or two generally got relief . 
which at first some wei-e wont to mistake for true peace in 
Christ, but they mostly soon found out their mistake ; and 
I had at a very early stage of the work to warn them 
against being satisfied with anything short of Christ him- 
seltj and to ui^e them to make sure, first of all, of Him, 
and that then He would give thorn pardon, peace, and all 
other blessings they might require. The consequence has 
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been, that those awakened have not generally found true 
peace in less than a week. Many have been several weeks 
under conviction before they could say that they were truly 
converted, and some, though greatly changed in life and 
conversation, will not yet venture to say that they have 
found the Lord. The ti-nth ia, that for the most part they 
appear to be veiy jealous of themselves, and to be afraid 
of deceiving themselves ; and the consequence has been, 
that the worli, when eifeeted, appears to be of a very 
thorough and decided character, and I am happy to state, 
that from what I am daily witnessing, I believe that the 
conveits, as a body, are growing very rapidly in humility, 
and in the other gi'aces of the Christian character. 

" In not a few cases the bodily health Las been greatly 
improved, as well as the soul saved. One woman, who was 
almost blind, has bad her eyesight restored to'her, and can 
now read the Bible, which she was unable to do for ten 
years before. Two others that were almost always confined 
to bed for years, are now quite convalescent in body, and 
i-ejoicing in spirit. A boy remarkable for stammering can 
now speaJc quite well : and a little girl, formerly noted for 
timidity and nervous weakness, is now fearless and strong. 

"By this great revival, ministerial life has to a large ex- 
tent become quite a new thing. It is now a continued 
joy, and, instead of being dispirited by the obduracy of 
sinners, and the seeming barrenness of pastoral effort, we 
are now daily, I might almost say hourly, gathering in a 
gi'eat spiritual harvest, and are constantly rejoicing in the 
abounding communion of the saints." 

The following additional statement by Mr, Killen, of 
date 6th April, presents several striking illustrations of the 
character and results of the awakening. They ai'e simply 
specimens of similar ones which might be adduced : 

" And, first, with regard to the physical manifestations, 
I may mention that some of these were of a very violent, 
- 1 might almost say, awful character, comparable to nothing 
I have ever read of, save the demoniacal po.ssessions in the 
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New Testament, I have seen, 'for instance, four strong 
jnen quite unable to hold or restrain a young lad of about 
eighteen yeai-a of age ; and I have known parties of this 
type, after the paroxysm had ceased, left so weak for a 
little that life appeared to be almost extinct; — reminding 
me of the individual mentioned in Mark ix, 26, of whom 
it is said, that when the unclean spirit ' cried, and rent him 
sore, and came out of him, he was as one dead ; insomuch 
that many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the 
hand, and lifted him up ; and he arose.' So also in the 
instances i-eferred to, I have noticed that strength soon 
returned, accompanied by a spiritual and delightful calm, 
which was all the more striking when contrasted with the 
moral hurricane by which it had been preceded. 

" And hei-e, in refei'euce to these prostration cases, I can- 
not help remarking, that I do not consider these as features 
of the revival greatly to be deplored, or as requiring any- 
thing like apology. I am satisfied, from what I have been 
continually witnessing for the last ten mouths, that they 
have not only been exceedingly useful in the way of arous- 
ing and arresting the attention of both the church and the 
world, but I am convinced that they have also been greatly 
blessed to t/ie parties affected. This is a view of the mat- 
ter to which pnbhc attention has not as yet been sufBci- 
ently directed, and therefore I am the more anxious that 
it should be noticed, as I consider it a very important one. 
Am I asked, then, In what way have these prostrations, 
which so weakened the body, acted beneficially on the 
soul? — I reply. By compeiling those so affected to sus- 
pend for a time their worldly avocations, and to withdraw 
for a little from the woi-ld. By being confined a few days 
to bed, they were shut out from the world, and shut up 
with God. Jehovah, as it were, in this way drew them 
aside into the wilderness to talk with them for a time, aud 
by being thus leit alone with God, the work was deepened 
in their souls, — a thorough spiritual revolution was ac- 
complished, so that, when tliey again returned to the 
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society of their fellows, ttey returned — lite Saul of Tar- 
sus, after his three days of blindness and seclusion — new 
ci-eatures, the subjects of a marvellons and mighty trans- 
formation, testifying, by their very loolcs as well as by their 
lipa, the gi'eat things which God had done for their souls. 
Now, had there been no prostrations, and consequently no 
weakenings of the body, tho parties might, indeed, have 
been awakened, bat as moat of them belong to the work- 
ing classes, who can ill afford to lose time, they would, if 
strength had permitted, have continued at their usual em- 
ployments, and would consequently, when under convic- 
tions of sin, have had their minds distracted with worldly 
cares, been tempted by ungodly companions, and been 
quite unable to give their thoughts entirely for a time to 
the matter of their soul's salvation. But by being forced, 
through want of bodily strength, to retii'e for a little from 
the world and communicate with God, the work was al- 
lowed to go on powerfully and unimpeded ; and to these 
days of deep, silent, solemn, and uninterrupted communing 
with their own hearts and with their God upon their beds, 
at the very commencement of their spiritual career, I at- 
tribute very much of that decision of character, devoted- 
ness of life, and elevated tone of piety which are so con- 
spicuous in many of our converts. 

" In illustration of the above i-emarks, allow me to ad- 
duce a single case. An elderly woman, the mother of a 
family, who had been a careless, cursing creature, and one 
greatly opposed to the revival, was, some time after its 
commencement, suddenly and violently prostrated on her 
own kitchen floor. When I first saw her she was rolling 
on the ground and writhing with agony. Her appearance 
was certainly the most satanic I ever beheld. The by- 
standers were overawed; all felt that influences more 
than human were at work. A medical man was sent for, 
but he fled at the sight, declaring that it was a case for a 
clei^yman, and not for a physician. The unhappy woman 
was evidently the subject of a great spiritual conflict. Her 
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cries for about an hour were terrific. Slie declared that 
Satan and all the devils in hell wore rouud about her. 
Gradually her shrieks subsided, and as the paroxysms wore 
ofi", she settled down into a sort of despairing calm. For 
days she continued weak in body and distressed in soul, 
but at length the light broke, her bonds were loosed, she 
saw and embraced Christ, obtained peace, and was fiUed 
with a joy unspeakable and full of glory; and she is now 
one of the finest specimens of Christian character, and of 
a mother in Israel, I have ever known, — distinguished by 
her strong faith, her ardent love, and her Christian meek- 
ness, her sweetness of temper, and an almost uninterrupted 
realization of her Redeemer's presence, combined with a 
very profound reverence for MeBsiab's character, a strong 
desire to promote His glory, and a most extreme sensitive- 
ness lest she should do anything to forfeit the enjoyment 
of His love. '£) sir,' said she lately to me, 'I ara just 
watching how I lift and lay down my feet, lest I should 
offend Him.' 

Answers to Special Prayer. — "I may now mention one 
or two cases illustrative of answer to prayer. Soon after 
the revival commenced here, a neighboring clergyman 
called on me one Saturday, and requested that I and our 
converts would pray for 'the conversion of his two sons, 
boys of ten and twelve years of age. I assented, and nest 
morning, at our prayer-meeting, I proposed to the converts 
that we should make the conversion of the minister's sons 
a special topic of supplication every morning during that 
week. On the following Friday evening this minister came 
over to assist me at oui- usual evening service, and with 
teara of thankfulness declared that God had already con- 
verted one of bis children, and entreated us to continue 
our supplications for the other. We did so, and in about 
ten days afterwards the same minister wrote, informing 
me that his other son was also converted to the Lord. 

"Another instance, illustrative of the same fact, is that 
of a poor man, advanced in life and unmarried, who was 



A.oogic 



2U8 THE REVIVAL IN COUNTY DOWN. 

converted in our congregation at the beginning of tlie 
work. As soon as ho had embraced the Lord bimaelf, be 
bocamo most anxious for the conversion of the family witli 
whom he resided, and of his fellow-workmen in the mill 
where he was employed. But all those were most ungodly ; 
and when they saw the change which had taken place in 
him, instead of rejoicing in his joy, they mocked, swore, 
sung impure songs, and did all they could to thwart and 
distress him. He saw that remonstrances were vain, and 
he resolved to pray for them. He did so; but for a time 
no answer came, and be was sorely discouraged. Still he 
resolved to continue his supplications on their behalf; and 
suddenly one day the men in the mill were astonished at 
ones piroceeding from their homes, which were hai-d by. 
The business in the mill was suspended, and when the men 
rushed to their houses to see what caused those cries, they 
found their wives and daughters prostrated under strong 
convictions, crying for mercy to the Lord. The hitherto 
despised convert was at once applied to, and, witli a heart 
ovei-flowing with gratitude, he led their supplications and 
directed all to Christ. Soon the Lord vouchsafed Hia 
mercy; the weeping penitents became rejoicing convei-ts, 
and wives and daughtei-swerethat day added to the Lord. 

Seem in a Mil. — " C 's prayers were as yet, liow- 

ever, only partially answered They were still to receive 
a more gloiious fulfilment. Some days after the above oc- 
cun-ence, the mill had agiin to be itopped, but this time 
not because of the women, but the men. Husbands and 
brothers, whilst engaged at their work, were arrested and 
smitten down whilst in the veiy act of attending the 
machinery. Some of the strongest men and greatest scoff- 
era in the whole country fell powerless in a moment under 
the mighty and mysterious influence that was at work. 
Never had there been such a day in that establishment. 
Strong men might be seen prostrated and ci-jing for 
mercy; converted wives and danghtera bent over them 
with tears of joy, whilst they returned tlifiiiks to God for 
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tho awakening of their husbands and brothei-s, and prayed 
that soon all might rejoice with one another as heirs to- 
gether of the grace of life ; and such has been the case. 
Poor C — — 's prayers have indeed been answered, for lie 
has just been telling me that the seven souls in the house 
where he resides are now all converted, and that about 
nine-tenths of the workers in the mill have been visited by 
the Spirit of the Lord. 

Mevival among Quarrymen. — "My space, alreadywell- 
nigh exhausted, wUl only allow me to give another instance 
of the power and pi-evalency of the revival in this district. 
About two miles from this, near the outskirts of the parish, 
there is a qnarry, which was formerly notorious for the 
wickedness of those who wrought in it. It was, in fact, 
an emporium for all sorts of vice ; but when our revival 
commenced in Comber, it was such a strange and unheard- 
of thing amongst these quarrymen, that they resolved, 
through curiosity, to come and see how it was that people 
were so mysteriously knocked down. They accordingly 
attended the nightly prayer-meetings in oar congregation. 
Gradually a change crept over them. Drinking was di- 
minished, swearing was given up, seriousness and anxiety 
prevailed, I was requested, as I could not go in the even- 
ing, to go and preach to them during working hours in the 
middle of the day. I did so. Immediately on my appear- 
ance all work was suspended ; and, at the veiy busiest 
time, master and men attended for upwards of two hours. 
Whilst under the open sky, in a sort of large amphitheatre, 
formed by the excavation of the quarry, and sun-ounded 
by the mountain's rocky walls, I proclaimed to them the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God. Much good, I under- 
stand, was that day effected. Prayer-meetings amongst 
the men were immediately established. The occupier of 
the quany and head of the whole establishment soon an- 
nounced to his men that he himself was entirely changed, 
and declared that he had resolved to live henceforth only 
for Christ. A marvellous alteration was soon apparent; 
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and such has been the effect produced, that Mr. D , 

the head of the establishment i-eferred to, told me Inst 
week, that out of ninety-eix families in his employment, 
npivards of ninety have now established family worehip. 
'Drunkenness,' he said, 'has disappeai'ed, and neither oath 
nor improper expression is now heard in that qoany. As 
for myself,' continued Mr. T) , ' I now look upon my- 
self as a mere steward, having nothing of my own, and 
bound by feelings, both of i-esponsibility and gratitude, to 
live for God's glory.' 

" Such, my dear sir, aro some of the effects of the re- 
vival in this quarter. I might mention more, and dwell 
especially on its having caused family worship to be very 
generally, I may say, almost universally, observed amongst 
the families of my charge; but your space forbids, and I 
must close." 

A few miles from Comber is Killinchy, celebrated as the 
scene of the faithful labors of Livingstone, one of the 
early fathers of the Presbyterian Church. This parish, 
daring the summer months, was largely visited by the re- 
viving influence. The Hon. and Rev. Henry Ward, for 
thirty-five years revered as one of the most devoted miti- 
istei-s of the Establishment, and lector of the parish, co- 
operated throughout with the Re^ David Andereon, the 
Presbyterian ministei, " the laboi being divided," to use 
his own words, " between the ministers of the two denom- 
inations, no distinction being made, ind the hearts of all 
knit together in one holy bond of Christian fellowship." 
From a letter, dated March 31, 1860, addressed by him to 
the Bishop of Down, I am permitted by his lordship to 
give tJie following statement with reference to the abiding 
results in that wide district : 

"I am happy to infonn your lordship that, from my 
own experience, as well as from the testimony of the Pres- 
byterian minister with whom I have been associated more 
particularly in the revival work, most satisfactoiy fruits 
have followed the wide-spread confession of sin and pro- 
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fesaioii of repentance which attended the ministrations of 
the gospel during last summer in this neighborhood. We 
might reasonably hare expected to heai- of many cases of 
relapse, and in some qiiaiters of a reaction, during the 
■winter season, when all extra meetings had to a consider- 
able extent been suspended, and all physical manifestations 
had disappeared ; but nothing of the kind has reached our 
ears. The extreme vigilance and jealousy of some who 
have watched the progress of the work more closely, have 
led them to fear the stability of one or two who made a 
profession ; but this only proves, that if any cases had oc- 
curred calculated to throw disci-edit on the work, it could 
not have escaped observation. Weekly prayer-meetings 
are very generally held over the whole parish, conducted 
by laymen of piety and discretion, and are very well at- 
tended, and daily family woi'ship is continued in houses 
where, up to the revival movement, utter ungodliness pre- 
vailed, 

" As soon as the weather improves, we purpose resuming 
our extra meetings upon a large scale, which tlie still 
unquenched desire on the part of the people for hearing 
the word rendere necessary." 

In no pai't of the province, so far as I can ieam, has there 
been a more genuine work of grace than in the town of 
Newtownards. The following statement in regard to it 
haa been furnished by Mr. M. Haiblson, the intelligent 
teacher of the National School in that place, who has had 
much to do in connection with the I'evival, although he 
refera to his own labors in such a modest way that it is 
sometimes difficajt to identify them : 

iStaie of Beligion Preoiottsly. — "Before giving yon an 
account of the work of the Lord here, it is necessary that I 
should tell yon something regarding the state of the town 
previous to that blessed awakening. Our population is 
aboat twelve thousand, and we are supplied with four con- 
gregations in connection with the General Assembly, two 
Covenanting, two Methodist, and one Estitblished Church. 
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There is also a congi-egation of TTnitmans, and one of 
Roman Catholics. The attendance on all these did not 
amonnt to more than twelve hundred persons oo an aver- 
age, and of these a considerable number came from the 
country districts around. From statiatics made out by 
our town missionary (there has been one employed for the 
past three yeai-s), we came to the conclusion that fully one- 
half of the population of the town had not even a nominal 
connection with any place of worship. Ton will see fi-om 
this that reli^on was in a vei-y low state among us, and 
you will not be surprised to heai- that this town of twelve 
thousand inhabitants supported some seventy public-houses, 
and more than a dozen pawn-shops. Their necessaiy pen- 
dants, Sahbath desecration, intemperance, and immorality, 
were fearfully prevalent. It is right to state, however, 
that the town missionaiy, in conjunction with a few ' who 
sighed and cried for the abominations' committed amongst 
ns, established and sustained a number of prayer-meetings, 
which were conducted weekly in the poorer districts of the 
town. 

"Such was the state of things about the first of May last. 
Some time previous to this, the attention of many had 
been directed to the accounts of the marvellous work that 
the Lord was doing in Connor, Ahoghill, and other places 
in Antrim. A schoolmaster, a native of that district, went 
down to see for himself the wondrous things about which 
he had heard so much. The reality exceeded the fame, 
and he came back deeply convinced that the finger of God 
alone could produce what he had seen. He engaged two 
young men — one a teacher, and the other a Scripture- 
reader — to come to Newtownards and give an account 
of what the Lord was doing around them. They came 
about a week after, and, before a considerable audience, 
gave a nan-ative of the wondrous scenes they had wit- 
nessed. Many seemed deeply impressed ; others were 
skeptical, on account of the physical accompaniments. 
They wished for a revival, but were not reconciled to the 
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modus operandi of the Holy Spiiit. I should state that, 
aboiit a week before the arrival of the young men, a united 
prayer-meeting had been established on the Wedoesday 
evening, which was to be continued weekly. It com- 
menced in one of the Covenanting churches, and was 
attended by about two hundred pei-sons. This number, 
though but email, was looked upon by every one as some- 
thing marvellous. One of our most popular divines conld 
hardly hare drawn together such an audience on a week- 
day evening a month previous. This prayer-meeting was 
changed from house to house, until it had gone over all 
the evangelical churches in the town, the audience gi-adu- 
ally increasing. Still, few but church-goei-s attended. The 
vast outlying population had yet to be reached. The 
gospel was yet to be pi-eaehed to t/te poor,' the lost were 
yet to be sought and saved. For this purpose the Spirit 
used His own instruments ; and, in order that He might 
have all the glory, they were weak ones. 

Tlie Schoolmaster turned Preadher. — "On the Lord's 
day after the visit of the young men, the schoolmaster 
(Mr. H.), who had invited them, was much pressed in 
spirit by observing the Sabbath desecration which was so 
pi'evalent in the street in which he lived. It was a lovely 
evening, and the people were spending it standing idly at 
their door, talking about the world and the things thereof, 
— their children, meanwhile, playing noisily before their 
eyes. Both young and old seemed to have forgotten that 
their Creator had ever commanded them to keep His day 
holy. Mr. H. went out about half-past six, p. m., and called 
on a number of the people, inviting them to come .to his 
schoolroom at seven o'clock, as he wished to talk and pray 
with them. Among others, he visited the bellman of the 
town (J. K.), notorious for his drunkenness and profligacy. 
Many of them promised to attend ; but, after waiting half 
an hour beyond the appointed time, only tvso children 
made their appearance/ It suddenly occurred to Mr. H. 
th:itiflhey would not coiiiu In to hear him, it was bis duty 
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to go out and speak to them. And although unaccus- 
tomed to public speaking, and naturally of a timid disposi- 
tion, he felt he was moved by an impulse which he could 
not resist. Ho went out to a place where two streets 
crossed, opened hia Bible, and commenced to sing a psalm. 
The novelty of the prcaohev, who was well known to the 
people, drew together in a few minutes more than a hun- 
dred persons. Mr. H. addressed them from the parable of 
the barren fig-tree.^ The speaker was helped wonderfully, 
and all seemed deeply impressed. One heart, at least, was 
opened to attend to the things that were spoken, that of 
the drunken bellman, who, to tbe surprise of all, was 
present. He did not ciy out at the meeting, nor was he 
prostrated, but for some days after lie could neither eat nor 
sleep. He was in darkness and in heaviness; a strange 
weight pressed upon his soul ; a yearning for something, 
such as he had never felt before, occupied all his thoughts. 
A few evenings after, Mr. H, asked him out to take a walk 
with him, and then he told him of the love of Jesus, and 
that He had died to save him. The man stopped, and 
lifted np his hands in an ecstasy of joy. The darkness and 
the heaviness had vanished, and a flood of light, love, and 
peace filled hia soul. Ten months have since elapsed, but 
J. K. continues still steadfast. Although often tempted by 
his former wicked companions, he never since has entered 
a public-house. Under his humble roof, which once re- 
sounded with oaths and imprecations, a famDy altar haa 
been erected, upon which is daily offered that sacrifice 
which is never despised when presented by our great High 
Priest. Instead of abusing his wife and children, as was 
formerly the ewe, he is now a kind husband and father ; 
and whoever is absent fi-om the church or the prayer- 
meeting, J. K. is sure to bo in his place. Such, aa far as 
known to us, ai-e the first-fi-uits of the revival in New- 
town ards. 

The Work Spreads. — "The open-air meeting, so auspi- 
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ciously begun, was continned from Sabbath to Sabbath in 
the same place. The attendance rapidly increased, until, 
instead of hundreds, thousands were present. About three 
weeks after it commenced, the Scripture-reader before 
mentioned had been appointed to the situation of town 
missionary. He was asted to address this meeting. As 
he had come from the district where the revival had made 
most progress, and as his labors had been gi-eatly blessed, 
there was much anxiety to hear him, and the meeting was 
a large one. A young woman, whose clothing was so 
deficient that she could not go out to the street, heard 
him from the window. The Spirit earned the word in 
power to her heart, and she was deeply convinced of mn. 
She rose from her seat, got down on her knees beside her 
loom — for she was a weaver — and cried, in the most 
heart-rending tones, 'God be merciful to me a sinner!' 
* Lord, save me ! ' She remained in this position for the 
gi-eater part of the night. The house was crowded with 
anxious faces. Sin and salvation seemed to be the aU- 
pervading subjects of thought with every one present. 
How to escape the one and obtain the other, was the 
inquu'y of many hearts. One man present — a soldier, and 
a Unitarian — was observed with tears trickling down his 
cheeks. The work had now fairly commenced, and dur- 
ing the week it spread rapidly. A considerable number 
of similar cases of awakening occmTed in almost every 
street in the town. Among others, a number of prostitutes 
were convinced of sin, and were heaj-d citing for mercy. 
The public excitement was great. Every face wore an 
expression of awe. In thousands of hearts, and on hun- 
dreds of lips, waa the question, ' What must I do to be 
saved?' On Wednesday evening, the largest church in 
the town was crowded, ground-floor and gallery, pews and 
aisles. Hundreds could not get admission, and would not 
go away. The lawn in fi-ont of the church was densely 
filled; some one in the crowd gave out a psalm; and 
prayer and praise ascended to the throne of God, from the 
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outside as 'wiill as from the inside of tbe church. More 
than four thousand persons must have been preseat at that 
prayer-meeting. 

The Street Meetings, — "An incident worthy of note 
occuired about this time. On a Monday morning, some of 
the very peraons who had been invited a few weelM previ- 
ously to attend the prayer-meeting in the sehoolroom, but 
did not, called and asked the master to conduct a meeting 
in the street, as the people were thirsting for the word. 
The missionaiy complied with their request, and it seemed 
as if nearly all the people residing in that street were 
present, 

"It was found that one meeting in the week was not 
enough, so, in addition, almost every church in the town 
was opened for prayer, every evening in some cases, and 
two or three in the week in others. Besides all these, 
street- meetings became numerous, and wei-e everywhere 
well attended. In order to secure an audience at any time, 
ail that was necessary was to go into the street and com- 
mence to sing a psaim, and nearly all the people within 
view would be present in five minutes. Tbe effect upon 
the entire community was very observable. Drinking was 
almost entirely given up, drunkenness almost unknown. 
Streets and lanes formerly thronged at certain hours of 
the night by strange women and their associates, were de- 
serted. In passing through districts where the 'noisy 
laughter of the fool,' or the impure language of the pro- 
fane, was wont to be heard, the voice of psalms caught the 
ear in all directions. The 12th of July, the anniversai-y of 
Satan as well as of the Orangemen, came and went, and 
left no trace behind. 'Not a drum was heard,' not an 
arch was erected, not a shot was fired. The prayer-meet- 
ings took place as usual — were thronged as usual. 

" Not only was the influence of the revival felt in the 
assembling of the people for united prayer, but also in the 
regnlar meetings of the churches, which were filled to 
ovei-flowing. Sitting room could hardly be obtained, and 
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in moat instances the aisles were crowded. The vacant 
pews .were speedily let, and in some churches many ap- 
plicants could not be accommodated. The communion- 
roll, also, in some instances, was doubled ; in all, largely 
increased; while the candidate class was never so numer- 
ous in the recollection of aged miniatera. Young men and 
women, formerly careless and giddy, might be seen, with 
anxious faces, listening greedily to the tale of that dying 
love which it waa their desire for the first time to eoni- 
memoi-ate. 

" The sale of religions tracts and books, but especially 
of Bibles, waa greatly inci'eased. Parcel after parcel was 
obtained from Belfast, hnndreds of copies were sold, and 
hundreds were given gratis to those who were unable to 
purchase. A society also was organized for the purpose of 
leaving a tract monthly in every house in the town, 

, The Awakened. — "With regard to the manner in which 
parties were impressed, I suppose it was much the same 
here as elsewhere ; perhaps fewer cried out at meetings 
with us than in other places. Indeed, such were rather tho 
exception than the rule. It was generally in their own 
bouses, often in theu' beds, that they first began to feel 
anxious about their souls. One man, a militia sergeant, 
was ari-ested while throwing a bullet on a bet for drink. 
His liand fell by bis side, and bo was unable to raise it. 
He has since been one of the most bojjefnl of the converts. 
Another man was awakened at his loom. He had been a 
drunkard and a blasphemer, but has become a useful and 
intelligent Christian ; has assisted in oi'ganizing a total 
abstinence society, and is forward to eveiy good work. 

" One little girl, about twelve years of fige, the child of 
godly parents, was reading on the Sabbath evening to her 
mamma the hymn, 'What's the News?' When she came 
to the lines, 

' The Lorcl has pardoned ail mj sin, 
I foel tlie ivitnesa now witliin,' 
slopped her, saying, 'I doubt you can't say 
19 
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that, dear.' It was a word in season. It reached her con- 
science, and in a moment she was on her knees ciying for 
mercy. For some honrs she was in awful agony of soul, 
using such expressions as, ' Oh, what a dreadful sinner I 
am ! ' ' Lord, wash away my sins in Thy blood ! ' After 
remaning in this state for about two hours, the light all at 
once broke in upon her soul, and she clapped her hands for 
joy. She repeated, with remarkable emphasis and expi-es- 
sion, M'Cheyne's hymn, 'I once was a stranger to grace 
and to God.' It seemed the very language of her soul. 
A few days after, she requested to be allowed to distribate 
Bibles and tracts, and has since been letting her light shine 
before men. The teacher of the schooi that she attended, 
on the following morning told the children what he had 
heard her say, and immediately about ten of them cried 
out veiy bitterly for mercy. They have since given evi- 
dence of a change of heart, 

"There wei-e, perhaps, fewer of the converts with us 
than almost anywhere else who manifested a desire for 
addressing a meeting, so that very little lay agency was 
employed. Indeed, they all seemed more anxious to learn 
than to teach — more desirous to be heai-ei-s of the word 
than pieachera of it. Many of them were very ignorant — 
could not even read. Several classes on week-day even- 
ings have been organised for their instruction. Among 
others, a considerable number of mai-ried persons attend, 
who were ignorant of the alphabet when they came. 
Their progress is astonishing. Many of them in three 
months have learned to read the Word of God. 

The Cottage Meetings. — "I must not omit to mention 
another means of usefulness, not altogether originated by 
the revival, but mightily strengthened by it. I refer to 
'Cottage Meetings' for prayer, praise, and the reading and 
exposition of God's "Word. In almost every street in the 
town one of these is conducted weekly. About twenty 
of su(;h meetings are in existence at the present time, 
attended by from thirty to fifty individuals on an average. 
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III this way the gospel is brought into the very houses of 
the people. About eight hundred of our population have 
weekly the privilege of hearing its joyful sound, many of 
whom are unable to attend upon public woi-ehip. The 
missionary visits these meetings in rotation ; in the intervals 
they are condacted by intelligent laymen. 

" The revival is now ten months old among us, so that 
we have ample time to test its results. The excitement 
has passed away, but the great majority of the awakened 
manifest, by a ' life and conversation becoming the gospel,' 
that they have indeed ' passed from death unto life.' Those 
who were merely frightened into a temporary sobriety, 
have, as might be expected, returned to their old habits, 
and, in consequence, the haunts of vice have rallied a 
little ; but after maldng deductions for all this, there is 
much cause for thankfulness to the Father of mercies for 
the abundant shower of Divine grace with which we have 
been visited." 

Illustrative cases of a deeply interesting character are 
supplied by a young lady who has been one of the most 
energetic and assiduous in her attentions to those who have 
been the subjects of the awakening in her native town. 
She mentions that many even of a later date than the last 
of the subjoined might have been given. From a large 
number of such I select the following : 

Th& Cry to the Father. — "M. M'lC was a meriy, lively 
girl. She had not attended any meetings. Her case is 
the first I have cither seen or heard o^ that addi-eased pe- 
titions to the Father. She lay nearly an hour unconscious 
to all around, pouiing forth her petitions in the following 
strain: — 'Father, dear! look down upon methlsnlghtl 
Father, mark me with grace ! Lord Jesus, take away my 
heavy sins! Father, I own I have been a heavy sinner 1 
Lord Jesus, come to my arms ! Father, renew my wicked, 
wicked heart! give me a new one, and mark me with 
grace 1 O Father ! for Jesus Christ's sake, come to me I 
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Father, dear, relieve me ! Have morcy upon me, ray Gorl, 
have mercy Tipon me ! ' 

yAe Unbelieoer in the Work. — "J, W, for twenty years 
never entered a church ; and for fourteen, never bowed 
his knees in prayer, nor read his Bible. He was a drnnk- 
ard, and did not believe in the work. He was struck, but 
went to his work, and got drunk, trying to quench the 
Spirit. He was prostrated for nearly a week. A fortnight 
after he was visited, he again thought Satan waa at his 
side wanting him. Next day be came to his pastor to ask 
him to pray 'for more of the love of God, and for strength 
to overcome his besetting sin, drink.' He is now a Sab- 
bath-school teacher, and a leader in prayer-meetings, and 
is sometimes up for nights visiting the stricken and praying 
with them. 

The First-fruit of the New Year — Jarmary 1, 1860. 
— "S. "W. had been a most abandoned character. She 
was noted eveiywhere for her cnraing and immodest lau- 
gnage. She had been anxious for months, and tad given 
np most of her wicked habits — was attending prayer- 
meetings, and was praying to be visited. On Sabbath she 
had prayed before going out to a prayer-meeting, ' Lord, I 
am clear of nothing ; wash me in one drop of Thy blood. 
(I thought when I got that, I would get more.) ' She was 
struck under the verse, ' Cut it down, why combereth it the 
ground?' She found peace next morning, singing tlie 
116th Psalm. She sdd, 'I am the vilest, wickedest, mis- 
erablest sinner that ever lived. I am clear of nothing — 
not even murder, I have murdered ray own soul. For 
forty years I hated God, and served Satan, There never 
was such a sinner. I could take every one in my bosom 
now to biing them to Jesus. I will do all in my power 
for Him the few remaining days of my life. To think that 
Jesus should save such a sinner as me! Now He is my 
all in all. My beloved is mine, and I am His.' The neigh- 
bors say they are sure any one may be saved after her. 
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She is tlie first-fruit of the New Tear. Is she not a 
trophy ? 

"We had not, eo far as is Icnown, three spurions cases. 
We havo had some who have fallen away a little, and some 
veiy much ; bnt we still hope the Lord has His hook in 
their nostrils. But I am sure the whole does not amount 
to twelve, out of a population of twelve thousand, and 
many hundreds of prostrations. We never had any 
' trances,' or ' sleeps,' and only five cases that appeared for 
a time like demoniac possession. No stress was laid upon 
visions." 

19* 



Host.d./Gciogic 



CHAPTER XIII. 



It was on a Sabbath evening in the end of Juno that I 
had an opportunity of witnessing the first-fruits of revival 
in the County Down. I had been requested by the Rev. 
Greoi^e H. Shanlta, of Boardmills, to deliver an address on 
the Amei-ican awakening of the previous year. He had 
been laboring under great depression of mind, induced by 
a painful apprehension that the showers of blessings which 
were falling elsewhere were not to descend on the field in 
which he labored. I have in a former chapter introduced 
a portion of his statement, in which he refers to this dis- 
tressing experience. 

On my alighting at his dwelling, on the Sabbath evening 
to which I have referred, I was met by this excellent min- 
ister with a joyous congratulation. The revival had oome 
a few days before, and his countenance was lighted up 
with an expression of mingled gratitude and joy. The 
whole "country side" was now in movement. I could 
.have loarneLl what had taken place by the cvowils of 
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earnest men and women through which I passed, all mov- 
ing on with their Bibles in their hands, and indicating that 
th y w c nvei'ging to some common place of meeting. 

th n^ before, I was informed by Mr. Shanks that 
Tiia y nty were at the manse by ten o'clock, all 

und d I I-concern, while all night long the house 
fill 1 w th 2 ersons who had been taken there after the 
m t f th evening. Then, as we walked along to 

th h h th J astor pointed to this and that dwelling as 
h n b n th scene of a wondrous visitation within the 

1 t i w 1 ys, — old things having passed away, and all 
things become new. 

Ariiving at the church, it was almost impossible to effect 
an entrance. Never had such an assemblage been col- 
lected there, and never had the community around been 
StiiTed by such a profound and general interest. The 
numbers were so great, that it was evident at once they 
could not be accommodsited in one place, and so an extra 
service was conducted in the school-house by the Rev, 
Alexander Dobbin. On ascending the pulpit and seeing 
the appearance of the multitude, I gave up all thought of 
addressing them on the subject which had been announced. 
The American awakening, however interesting in details, 
was an event belonging to the past, and the audience be- 
fore me were all engrossed with the sti-ange realities now 
pacing before their eyes. I endeavored, accordingly, to 
suit my discourse to their existing state and feelings, open- 
ing up and pressing home the unconditional freeness of 
the gospel of Christ. Aa I proceeded, there was profound 
solemnity and intense emotion, and one or two occasion- 
ally quietly retu'ed; but there were no prostrations, such 
as usually were exhibited on such occasions. At the close, 
and after the benediction, nearly all remained, and break- 
ing up into groups, fell into earnest conversation, or, gath- 
ering around some friend or neighbor who had ^ven signs 
of mental distress, engaged in exercises of prayer or pi-aise. 
Slany were there who had found peace on the pr<!cediug 
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evenings, and who were testifying to othere tbe ovei-flow- 
iiig fiilucss of tlieir joy. A countryman and his wife, both 
of whom, had been tho siibjccta of the gracious visitation, 
had left the [)la«e with an enlargement of heai-t unfelt 
before, and as they went, they sung together one of tbe 
songs of Zion. Here was a knot of yonng women, who 
had not seen each other since they had been severally 
brought to Christ, and as they met, they literally rushed 
into each other's arms. There was a gi'oup of boys clasped 
in affectionate embraces, while one was saying, "Precious 
Jesus!" another, "Oh, that all would come to Him I" a 
third, " He is the chief among ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely ! " while another still, in the fervor of his new-bovn 
love, was moving about among those present on the green, 
and saying, " Look to Jesus, all of you — look, and live ! " 
Hard by were some silent weepers, and one or two who 
were laboring in sore agony, as thoagh all the waves of 
Divine wrath were raging round and over them. It was 
a Bceno to be remembered ever by those who witnessed it 
— a marvellous manifestation of the love of God the Father, 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit. 

These beginnings, so fuil of promise, were succeeded by 
other incidents of like interest ; and in no district was the 
work more entirely in accordance with that sobriety and 
order which are so desirable in a time of general excite- 
ment. I shall allow Mr. Shanks himself to continue and 
conclude the narrative : — " For some five weeks, without 
intermission, a public meeting was held every evening, the 
church being frequently unable to hold them all ; while at 
my own house, at ten o'clock forenoon, crowds assembled 
in deep spiritual anxiety. For some days every room in 
my house had a 'stricken' soul in it, surrounded by a 
small group of praying fiiends, no bustle nor noise being 
allowed, but all calm, solemn, prayerful, reading God's 
Word, or sin^ng a psalm, as the case might require. After 
some ciglit days, the ' striking down' iind all oxtorL:il m:m- 
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ifestation nearly ceased, except a case at intei-vals ; but 
there appeared do abatement of religious concern nor ces- 
sation of the Spirit's influence. Whole households were 
awakened and brought to eeeU the Saviour, and have all 
ever since 'brought forth fruits meet for repentance.' 
Mverybody for a number of weeks was moved, and all 
scorned to think they should seek salvation, feeling as if 
they were on the very vei^c of the spiritual and the eter- 
nal world, and in tho immediate presence of Deity. 

" I do not say that all who were imder serious impres- 
sions continued to retain them till they found Jesns ; for in 
that case I verily believe there would scarcely be a solitary 
individual unrenewed in the whole neighborhood ; but thus 
much I can affirm, that with not more than four exceptions 
(if so many), all whom I considered real converts have 
continued to give every evidence up to the present mo- 
ment, and in no single instance that I m w f h e 
done anything inconsistent with a Ch t j f 
There has been 'an abounding in pray nl n n t 
ble tbii-st for the Word of God. ' Oh 1 t i ay m m 
and evening,' one is overheard saying, w Id e e s f 
fice ; we must just pray as we need it.' ' I bad another 
cloud come over me,' says another, 'but I prayed, and I 
got relief, — I prayed M'hile I was at my work, but that 
would not do, and I left the workers and went behind the 
hedge and prayed.' Tho Bible is seen on the loom ; and 
the man in the field can bring it out of his pocket when a 
text is quoted. Catechize or converse with persons, and 
yon will soon find that they are in the babit of reading the 
Scriptures. 

"The 'striking down,' and other similar manifestations, 
always seemed to me to be generally the efiect of the 
absorbing earnestness with which the eoul sought the 
Saviour, so as to become, in a measure, unconscious of all 
things else, and indiiferent to them. 

" ' father,' said one, * call it not " taking ill," as if it 
was sickness; it is no sickness; it is just the soul taking 
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Christ,' 'Tbei-e haa been sickness many a time in the 
country,' said a poor apprentice boy, 'but it never sent 
people to tlieir prayers,' There have been no convulsive 
fits here, nov ' sleeping cases,' nor visions, dumbness, deaf- 
ness, nor marks, etc. All tendencies of this kind were 
carefnlly checked, as decidedly adverse to real reli^on ; 
and people were warned that the outward manifestations 
were themselves no pai't of conversion, although some- 
times accompanying it, and that persons should not pray 
to be struck down, but just to be brought to Christ. It 
was veiy favorable to the cause hero that the ministers 
were all perfectly unanimous, — seeing as with one eye, — 
throwing their whole soul into the work ; and I can easily 
conceive what excesses and abuses would take place, 
where, from scarcity of minister^ their standing aloof, or 
any other cause, the guidance of the movement would fell 
into the hands of inexperienced persons, however zealous 
and well-meaning they might be. 

" ' Now I am happy,' says a wife, ' and I have got what 
I prayed for ; my husband keeps worship every day.' 

" ' My father prayed for me,' said a stricken one, ' a nice 
prayer, and he has prayed and kept family worship every 
day since,' ' What made you cry so much when you went 
home last Thursday?' I asked a young woman. 'Oh,' 
said she, 'ray father spoke sharp to ns for staying so long, 
and I cannot stand a scolding now as I used to do. But 
what made me ciy was this, — if my earthly father had 
reason to be angry with me, I thought what provocation I 
am daily giving to my heavenly Father.' The only source 
of complaint for some weeks, on the part of pai-ents, was 
that the children went to too many prayer-meetings, and 
stayed too long at them, and I almost always took the side 
of the parents in this quai-rel. ' If you had heard how 
' little Isabella prayed when their father scolded them for 
being out so late, — and she prayed that they might all 
obey their parents,' said a mother. Such scenes have 
sometimes so molted the fiither that he was moved, as one 
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told me ivitli tears, ' tliat he wonH never say a word, no 
matter how many prayer-meetings they attended.' It was 
frequently a contract between parents and chiklren that 
they should only go twice a week to a prayer-meeting, 
besides the Sabbath. 

" ' Little Anna is now the happiest child I have,' says a 
father; 'formerly, she seldom sat down to a meal withont 
crying, because it was not good enough, and now she eats 
with thankfulness whatever she gets.' Families are happy 
and induHtrioHs. Mothers and wives are joyful. Little 
variances and feuds have disappeared. The poor are 
clothed, and attend places of worship. Shoemakers and 
tailors I often meet in the houses of the poor. There is 
less poverty than formerly, and even less sickness and 
mortality. There is no such thing as cursing. Multitudes 
spontaneously offered their names to the Temperance So- 
ciety and Band of Hope. A public-house baa been con- 
verted into a haberdashery and book-shop, and aweekly 
prayer-meeting is held in it, attended by as many as the 
house can hold. A notorious drunkard, whom I saw my- 
self in the hands of the police, in Belfast, and whom the 
magistrates about Saintfield knew well, has been a total 
abstainer for seven months, and gives every evidence of 
being a sincere believer; and although now poor, having 
gone through much of his property, yet he is respected 
and ioved by all, the chief hand in conducting two prayer- 
meetings, and the moving spring of several charitable 
and religious undertakings. Free classes are taught, not 
exclusively for reading the Scriptures, which, instead of 
thinning the daily schools, serve rather as feeders to them. 
A thirst for knowledge is awakened, and I know several 
grown-up persons attending daily schools, A shoe club, 
as it is called, were accustomed, in former years, to have 
whiskey to celebrate the close of the tenn when they had 
all got their shoes, but this winter they had a temperance 
soiree, addressed by several ministers and others. I be- 
lieve family woi'shlp is nearly universal. 
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"The attendance on public woi-sliip in my clinrch is 
doubled, the Sabbatb collection doubled, and not much 
failing off even in this cold, dreadful -weather. At the 
* Revival Communion,' in August (a special and extra 
one), there were two hundred and thirty communicants, 
tbe congi-egation consisting, up to that time, of some one 
hundred and fifty adherents, and at tbe subsequent com- 
munion in November, there were two hundred and fifty. 
The congregation have bnilt a capacious schoolroom, and 
are re-seating the church, and making other repairs; and 
the kind, paternal regards of the several congregations is 
illustrated by the liberal assistance rendered by members 
of the two others to my people, and also by the fact that, 
at tbe communion, in August, Mr, Dobbin's flock and 
mine proposed to hold the communion anitedly in a field, 
which, however, was not done, for fear of undue excite- 
ment, but they met together for public worship on Mon- 
day; and this is the more to be prized, because circum- 
stances connected with the origin and history of some of 
the congregations made them too often have the aspect 
of rivaliy or opposition. Kow they are like one people 
with three ministera. During four evenings of every week, 
including that of tbe Sabbath, a meeting is held in one 
of the meeting-houses, conducted by one of the ministei-e, 
and there ai-e, besides, on every evening, several prayer- 
meetings, mostly condnetod by laymen, a minister attend- 
ing occasionally. 

"Tbe exercise of tbe gifts of prayer and exhortation by 
the people has had no tendency scarcely to generate van- 
ity or forwardness. On the contrai-y, there is more of 
humility, and modesty, and docility; and the ministerial 
office was never so much respected. The thorough Cal- 
vinistic doctrines which were always preached here from 
all the pulpits {although often without interest to preacher 
or hearer) give a healthfulness and sti-englih to the revival 
in this part. To say ' Stick to CbriKt, and Ho will stick to 
you,' would sometimes give but small coiiifoil to some of 
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the converts, who Tpould be ready to reply, in deep de- 
epondency, 'Oh, I cannot — my bad heart wi!I not let me; 
I will give Him up, and He will leave me forever, and I 
will be lost.' The comfort rather is, ' He sticks to me, 
and THEKEFontB I will stick to Him, and never let Him 
go, and be saved forever.' 'But I think I have malice 
in my heart i^ainat Christ,' said one, who for months had 
been in direct conflict; 'Well,' it was replied, 'it will be 
forgiven to you for Christ's sake.' — 'Will it?' he ex- 
claimed, in astonishment. ' Oh, I see now how it is,' he 
ssnd, some days afterwards, ' if my sins were a million 
more than they are, the blood of Christ could wash tlieni 
all away,' ' Do you know bow it is with me now ?' said 
a veiy poor man, who had been a drnnkard, 'I think that 
no sin at all is now chained against me ; ' and when I 
quoted to bim, ' Who shall lay anything to the charge,' 
etc., I found him quite familiar with such texts. 'I can 
read fchem all,' said he, in his own peculiar manner, ' but 
I cannot read the gospels, for when I read the doings and 
sayings of Christ, a stun goes through me.' 

"I would remark, iu conclusion, that I now find some 
ciiaea of strong conviction and hopeful conversion had 
taken place unknown to me, before there was any woi-d of 
revival in this district ; and also, that, so far as my own 
congregation is conceraed, the ' cases' have generally oc- 
curred among those who often heard the Word, either at 
pnblic worahip, Sabbath-school, or personal interview, and 
to whom I had often spoken as pointedly as possible re- 
gardiug the salvation of their immortal souls ; and more 
than ever have I been taught the lesson that it is God and 
not man who converts a soul ; while yet it is man's duty 
and privilege to nse the means — prayerfully to scatter the 
seed of the Word, demonstrating that ' God hath from the 
beginning chosen ns unto salvation through sanelifi cation 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.' " 

About the middle of June the revival wave, which had 

ah-eady set in in County Down, swept on to Saintfield, 

20 
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There had for some time previously been an unuenal ear- 
nestness and desire after Divine things on the part of 
many of the people. One man, a shoemaker, -who had 
been visited by his minister, the Rev. J. Meeredy, early in 
May, was fonnd with an open Bible beside him on his seat. 
Addressing Mr, Meeredy in earnest and affectionate terms, 
he said, " I was very angry, as you may remember, when 
yon refused some time ago to baptize my ehUd because of 
my neglect of ordinances; but I have learned to prize your 
faithfulness, for it has been the means of leading me to 
serious thought about salvation." 

The Sabbath before the movement began was a solemn 
day. At the close of his sermon, Mr. Meeredy, addressing 
his people, observed that he had now been among them for 
eleven years, and though he had labored earnestly tor their 
salvation, he could not lay hia hand on one to whom he 
could refer as savingly impressed through his instrumen- 
tality. He then entreated that prayer should be offered by 
those who knew and prized the privilege for the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit on the place. In a few evenings after, at 
a united meeting, held in conjunction with the Rev. Sam- 
uel Hamilton, the minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
in which tl>ere has been an extensive awakening, the gra- 
cious influence began to descend which so abundantly re- 
freshed the weary heritage. 

Night after night, as elsewhere, the people flocked in 
crowds together, and multitudes were deeply affected and 
impressed. The joy of the converted knew no bounds ; 
they burned with intense desire for the conversion of all 
around, and could with difflculty be induced to take their 
neccssaiy sleep. On one occasion, far on in the evening, 
when the Rev. Dr. Murphy, Professor of Hebrew, was 
urging one to go home as the night was advancing, he in- 
terposed and said, "But what cai-e I about day or night, 
iiow that ray soul is saved ? " 

It were easy to multiply cases, bnt it is enough to know 
that gi-eat and cheei'ing work has been going forward in 
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all that neigliborliood. With some, impressions that were 
only transient, and the effect of teniporai'j excitement, are 
dying away ; and others, who were for the time outwardly 
reformed, are falling again into their old sins. But the life 
and reality of religion have boon brought home to manyaa 
they never were before. The dead have been awakened, 
and those who were ready to die have been raised up to 
newness of life. 

- A short stage by rail onward is Ballinahinch. The min- 
isters here also waited long, as they im^ned, before they 
witnessed any decided indications of a gracious work in 
their own bounds. In the calm of a summer evening, how- 
evc]-, whilst one of them was addressing a number of per- 
sona in the open aii-, and recommending an organization 
of prayer-meetings in the district, the audience were all 
at once an-ested by a piercing cry, which invested the 
scene with a new interest ; and though many months have 
since elapsed, the influence of that meeting ia distinctly 
felt by many to this honr. It is unnecessary to enter into 
details. Enough to say, that every testimony of the Di- 
vine presence, elsewhere vouchsafed, was experienced at 
Ballinahinch. Prayer-meetings sprang into existence, and 
helpers were raised up on every side. The work was full 
of labor, but it was dso fiill of life and joy. It was the 
season when visitors, in large numbers, frequent the place 
to drink the waters, and many of these entered with the 
deepest interest into the movement, and contributed their 
best assistance. 

Of the many gratifying results, one has been the estab- 
lishment of a free school in the week evenings, in which, 
under a goodly band of devoted teachers, no less than a 
Imndred and twenty adults are trained in ordinary as well 
as in religious knowledge. 

The following incident, in connection with a visit to 
Ballinahinch, has been kindly supplied, at my request, by 
an esteemed minister of the Free Church of Scotland : 

"I and my wife went over to Ireland in the month of 
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August ; and, in the same steamer in which we went, thure 

were Mr, B- , a brother Free Church minister, and 

hia wife. I went a full believer in the revival, as reported 
in the friendly newspapei-s, and hoping to have my belief 

confinned by' personal observation. Mr, B went a 

strong skeptic, and also hoping to have his skepticism con- 
firmed. When we landed at Belfast, we parted company, 
— I and my wife taking up our lodgings in a hotel ; Mr. 

B and his wife, I believe, making their abode in a 

private family. 

"After spending some days in Belfast, whei-e we saw 
many interesting cases of parties who had been converted 
during the revival, we resolved, by the advice of a fi'iend, 
to visit Newtownards, a counti-y town about a dozen miles 
from Belfast, and where we were given to understand the 
work of revival had just begun, and was m an ifestmg itself 
in great strength. We had just left our hotel, on the way 
to the railway station, when a ear swept pabt us. Mr. 

B and his wife were on the oar. We hailed them, 

and they stopped. 

" 'Where arc you going?' said Mr, B^ ■, 

" 'To Newtownards,' I replied. 

" ' Come up, then,' said Mr. B , ' and we will drive 

yon to the station,' 

" So up we mounted, and before wc reached the station, I 

leai'ned that Mr, B ^'s skepticism had been completely 

removed, and that, from what he had seen, he had be- 
come a thorough believer in the genuineness of the work, 

"Mr, B was going to Eallinahinch, and from what 

lie told me of the work that was going on there, I I'csolved 
to accompany him, reserving my visit to Newtownarda for 
a fiiture occasion ; and so we took our tickets for Ballina- 

" We landed at our destination about six o'clock in the 
evening, and took up onr abode in a farm-house two or 
three miles beyond the town. After taking some refi-esh- 
nicnt, we all sot out to attend a prayer-mooting which we 
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imderstood was to be heM that evening. Tlie meeting 
was to be held, in the villiige school-house ; ntid as we 
wended our way along, we could observe the v.ii-ious roads 
and by-paths thronged with parties, all moving in the 
direction of the prayer-meeting. 

" The school-house was full ; perhaps about a handred 

■would be present. My friend, Mr, B , opened the 

meeting with pr^se and prayer, and then gave a short ac- 
count of what he had seen in Belfast ; and concladed by 
stating that he had been a skeptic as to the revival previ- 
ous to his coming to Ireland, but that now his skepticism 
had given place to the sti-ongest conviction of its truth, 
and that he believed it to be a great and gracious work of 
God. 

"It was expected that I would say something; but as I 
had come to see and to hear, I resolved that I would not 
open my mouth. Thereafter, two men — common plough- 
men — one after the other, gave out a psalm, I'ead a portion 
of Scripturej and prayed; and then both of them, at tlie 

earnest and pressing request of Mr. B and myself, 

gave a plain, simple, and most interesting account of their 
respective convei-sions. Here there was a pause in the 
meeting, and again I was appealed to to say a word ; but I 
would not. I wanted to be a hearer, for I felt I was among 
praying people. There was a gentleman from Belfast 
present, and he was requested to conclude with prayer and 
praise. This gentleman consented. But before he offered 
up prayer, he requested the meeting to engage in silent 
prayer. 

" And, accordingly, we all went to our knees, and wei-e 
for some little time engaged in silent prayer, when the 
stillness and solemnity of our devotions were broken, or 
rather, I should say, increased, by the deep basa voice of a 
woman pouring forth the following prayer, — a prayer 
which I give from memory, but which made so deep an 
impression upon me at the time, that I can almost guar- 
antee it to be given verhativi as it was offered up — with 
20* 
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this only difference, tbat in ao far as it is not given verba- 
tim, it sufiei-s grievous injnry : 

"'Father! if our hearts deceive us not, wo have come 
here to-night to call upon Thy name ! We. have come here 
to seek Thee in the appointed way, and to pour out oui- 
hearts before Thee in prayer. 

" ' Father ! wilt Thou not hear us 1 Thoa hast heard me 
before, and I know Thou wilt hear me again. Thou ait 
the Hearer and the Answerer of prayer. This is the name 
by which Thoti ait known among Thy people. Thou 
didst henr Thy servant Moses when he prayed unto Thee 
in the wilderness on behalf of the rebellious children of 
Israel, and Thon didst spai'e them. Thou didst hear Thy 
servant Elijah when he prayed unto Thee that it should 
not rain, and it rained not for the space of three yeare and 
a half. Thon didst hear Thy servant Daniel when he 
prayed unto Thee in the lions' den, and the lions' mouths 
were shut, so that they hurt him not. And Thou art the 
same God still ; the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
Thine ear is not now heavy that it cannot hear, neither is 
Thine hand shortened that it cannot save. Hear us also, 
therefore, O Father ! when we pray nnto Thee ! hear us 
when we thus kneel at Thy footstool, and cause our prayer 
to ascend before Thee ! 

"'Father! we pray for unconverted ministera — minis- 
tei-s who are blind themselves, and leaders of the blind — 
ministers who are nothing bnt flnger-posts pointing the 
way of salvation to others, while they themselves stand 
still, and walk not in that way ! Father, give thein grace 
to hold their peace nntil they have a message from Tliee! 
And, oh, have mercy upon them, and make them — oh, 
make them ministering spirits, that they may minister unto 
them who shall be heire of salvation ! 

"'Father! we pray for the new-born babes — those 
whom Thou hast quickened at this time, and made new 
creatures in Christ Jesiis ! Wrap them in the swaddling- 
bands of Divine love — comp;iss them with Thy favor as 
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with a shield — keep the everlasting arms nnderneath and 
round about thetn, and cause them to thirst after the 
sincere milk of the Word that they may grow thereby ! 
Hold Thou them np, and they shall be safe. Let not the 
enemy triumph over them, but guide them by Thy counsel, 
and then shall they have respect unto Thy statutes cou- 
tiimally. 

"'Father! we pray for unconverted sinnei-s ! Oh, have 
mercy upon them ! Let the earthquake come, with its 
terrible shakings, that they may be alarmed; and if the 
earthquake pass unheeded, let the still small voice of con- 
science come and whisper its warning; and if the voice of 
conscience be stifled, let a sound fi'om. heaven, as of a 
mighty rushing wind, come ; and if still they remain hard- 
ened and unmoved, then put the hammer of Thy word into 
the hand of Thy Spirit, and break their rocky hearts in 
pieces ; and i^ when thus crushed and broken, they still 
hold oat, then put them, we pray Thee, where Thou didst 
put Thy prophet Jonah of old — put them into the whale's 
■ belly, and keep them there until they shall be constriuned 
to exclaim, " Salvation is of the Lord." 

"'Father! we pray for the Pharisees — those whited 
sepulchi-es that appear outwai'dly righteous, but who ai-e 
full of all uncleanness within. Our blessed Lord did say 
unto them, in the days of His flesh, " Woe unto you, scribes 
and Phaiisees, hypocrites ; " but do Thou aay unto them, in 
this day of merciful visitation, "Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways, for why will ye die?" O Father! have 
mercy, we pray Thee, upon poor blind Pharisees 1 

"'Father! hear this our prayer, we beseech Thee; and 
hear it, not for our own selves — for, alas, we ai'e vile and 
unworthj' that our prayer should be heard and answered — 
but hear it for the sake of Him who sits at Thy light 
hand clothed in our nature, a Prince and a Saviour, and 
who once bowed His head upon the cross, and said, "It is 
finished;" for His sake hear this our prayer, and for His 
snke answer it in great mercy ; and the glory thereof shall 
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be to the Father, and to tho Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
one God, both now and forever. Amen.' 

" Immediately after this prayer was offered up, the gen- 
tleman from Belfiist engaged in prayer, and then we joined 
together in a song of praise. The work of the evening 
being now over, Mr. B rose to pronounce the benedic- 
tion, but I stopped him, saying, 'No, not yet ; for after the 
remarkable prayer that we have just heard, I feel I can be 
silent no longer, but that I must say something.' The fact 
is, that I felt because of my determined silence I was re- 
garded by the meeting as a revival skeptic, and that I had 
been prayed for as an unconverted minister ; and so I to!d 
them that from the very first I had been an ardent believer 
in the work of revival, and that I had come . over to Ire- 
land, not only to see the work, but with the view of having 
my own soul quickened. I told them also how I had been 
providentially led to visit Ballinahinch ; that I felt thankful 
to God for bringing me there ; that I bad gi-eatly enjoyed 
their prayer-meeting; and that I would have reckoned 
myself abandantly rewarded for coming to Ireland though 
I had seen nothing but this meeting, and heai'd nothing 
but the striking and impressive prayer that had been offered 
up during the time of our silent devotions. 

" After the blessing was pi-onounced I went to the woman 
who had prayed, and shook hands with her most cordially, 
addressing her thus: — 'You are a remarkable woman, 
and that was a remarkable pi'ayer yon offered up.' — ' Were 
yon angry, sir ? ' she said. — ' Angry ! ' I rephed ; ' No, I waa 
delighted.' 

"Having expressed a wish to have some conversation 
with her, she told me that she was a washerwoman, and 
had to work h.xrd for her daily bread, but that she could 
spare an hour on the moiTOW. And as I had aiTanged to 
leave Ballinahinch by the ten o'clock morning train, we 
appointed the hour of meeting to be six o'clock in the 
morning, at her own house. And, accordingly, next morn- 
ing at six o'clock, I found her awaiting me ; and during 
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our interview I got her whole liistojy, I found that she 
had had Christian pai-ents, her mother being still alive, .ind 
with whom she lived; that she had been piously trained 
up; that from her earliest years she had been converaant 
with the Word of "God, and even mighty in the Scriptures; 
that she had been a Sabbath -school teacher, and i-egarded 
by all that knew her as a decided Christian, but that she 
herself was all the while conscious that she was notliing 
more nor leas than a hardened sinner, and that it was not 
till the work of revival made its appearance in Ballina^ 
hiuch that she was quickened aud made alive fi'om the 
dead and brought to a sa\-ing knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ 

"I stayed with her till nine o'clock, aud parted in the 
hope that if we should never meet again upon earth, we 
should meet in the world above, before the throne, to sing 
the praises of redeeming love throughout all eternity." 

The following striking incident, out of many, is men- 
tioned by the Rev. S. J. Hanson, late of Conlig, now of 
Kingstown. It is here recorded as an encouragement to 
prayer : 

"I bad gone to Colersune to witness the movement 
tliere ; and having ascertained that that place, so richly 
watered by the ontponring of the Spirit, had been made 
the subject of special prayer by the Ahoghill converts, I 
resolved to request the prayers of those lately awakened 
on behalf of Conlig. On the following week I was in 
Comber, addressing a meeting for Mr. Rogers, and dui-ing 
my address my resolution flashed over my mind. I seized 
the suggestion, and then and there besought God's children 
to join in prayer for Conlig. I returned home the follow- 
ing day; found, on arriving, that there had been a mes- 
senger for me. I immediately set out for the place from 
which the messenger came, and, to my delight, there 
found a soul rejoicing in Jesus. On making inquiiy as 
to the time and circumstancea of the merciful visitation, I 
learned that, iit the very time Mr. Rogers's people ivei'e 
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engaged in prayer for us, this woman aipoke from sleep, 
repeating Isaiah lii. 2; 'Siiake thyself from the dust; 
arise and sit down, Jerusalem ; loose thyself from the 
bands of thy neck, captive daughter of Zion.' SncJi 
was the introduction of the revival work here, as if, in 
answer to special prayer, God was encoura^ng us to climb 
more frequently the Mount of Intercession by thia token 
of assurance, that the prayer of the righteous availeth 
much," 

Within a short distance of Donaghadee, on the sea^ 
coast, is a rural district, called Ballycopeland. The Rev. 
Robert Black thus records the commencement of the 
awalsening in the neighborhood : 

"When the revival visited Millisle, the whole village 
was moved. Few retired to rest, crowds collected around 
the doore of the awakened ones, to hear them cry for 
mercy. Such a night was never witnessed here. This 
greatly intensified tJie feeling. 

" From that date there was no difficulty in collecting a 
large meeting, on any day of the week, with the smallest 
notice, I may say that open-air sei-vices were held here 
thronghout the entii'e summer, on the Sabbath evenings, 
with an attendance- vaiying from three hundred to twelve 
hundred of all classes in the district, high and low, rich 
and poor, moral and immoral, listening, not only with at- 
tention, but with deep earnestness, to plain gospel truths 
proclaimed in the name of Christ. 

" I cannot enter into details to any extent, but will give 
one or two cases which may prove interesting, 

" In the course of one week there were over twenty 
cases in that locality, 

"Mi-s, B , the wife of a respectable farmer, and 

mother of a family, felt herself consti-ained to attend a 
prayer-meeting that was held one Saturday evening in her 
neighborhood. Her husband had made light of the re- 
vival, and she came to the meeting rather as Nicodemua 
did to our Lord. I read the 15fh chapter of Luke's Gos- 
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pel — an address was delivered from the parable of the 
prodigal son — the Lord applied the word — she was con- 
vinced of her need of a Saviour, and publicly cried out 
for mercy, 'Oh!' she exclaimed, 'lam as the jDrodiga!! 
When I was young, at a Sabbath-school, I resolved, if the 
Lord would spare me till I was settled in life, I would give 
my heart to Him. I got manied, but the world filled my 
heart. I had children, and they entwined themselves 
around my affections, and I forgot God, I sometimes 
tried to become religious, but I found I conld not do it; I 
had delayed too long; but now, praise to His holy name! 
Jesufl has put forth His own mighty hand, and pulled open 
the door of my heart, and has entered iu.' And then, in 
e burst into a shout of praise — 



Nor wiil He put my soul to Ehame, 
Hor let my hope be lost." 

The above is only a bare ootline of her case, as the mental 
agony continued for hours. It was Sabbath moi'ning ere 
I left her. I will never forget an answer she gave her 
Imsbnnd tliat night. He, supposing she was insane, said, 

'Oh, M , think of the children ; what will become of 

them if 'Yes,' she, answered, 'I wiU think of them. 

Ton know I have wrought hard for their bodies, — from 
this time I will seek also the good of their souls.' I believe 
she is keeping her promise. Her old father was there ; 
hia heart swelled with emotion ; he wept like a child ; all 
wept; and I, too, wept, though not to weeping given. 

"There have been many cases of revival, properly so 
called, — i. e., Christians quickening to newness of spiritual 

life. I will just notice one case. James is a quiet, 

nnobtrusivo man, about sixty years old, of that rank in 
life which depends on daily labor for suppoi-t. He has 
been, I believe, in Christ ever since I have known him. 
One night his mind was so engaged with religions thought 
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that he could not sleep. He arose and prayed almost the 
entii-e night. Hia mind was similarly engaged for many 

"I do not wish to leave the impi-ession that, in this 
neighborhood, the spirit of revival has pervaded the mass 
of the people; but the Lord has graciously done so min:h 
for us, that His people here are encouraged to look for 
more abundant showei-s of blessings, anJ can pray, with 
believing espectation, this prayer, ' Wilt Thou not revive 
US again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ?' We can 
say, with the Psalmist, ' Thff Lord hath been mindful of 
us, he will bless us/ 

" Oh for faith to look up to the Lord, and wait till He 
pour out His Spirit on all the house of Israel!" 

Among those engaged, in the coui-se of the summei' of 
1859, in the advancement of the work of God, were many 
young men in couree of preparation for the ministry. A 
goodly number of these were themselves quickened into 
newness of life, and willingly conseei'ated theii energies to 
the holy cause. To such an extent were they thus em- 
ployed, that when the period arrived for the bestowal of 
the degrees and other literary and scientific honors, annu- 
ally awarded by Queen's University, several of the under- 
graduates were found to have withdrawn for the time from 
the competition, — a circumstance which was publicly 
noticed at the time both by the Vice-chancellor of the 
Univei-sity and by his Excellency the Lord-lie nten ant of 
Ireland. The theological students were especially serv- 
iceable in their respective neighborhoods, and the experi- 
ence they acquired within the few months refen-ed to, 
gave them a profounder insight into the mode of dealing 
with individual souls than they could have attamed by 
whole years of academic training. 

I have much gratification in iotroduciTig here a state- 
ment by one of the young men who were actively o 
pied in the work. Mr. James Heron thus c 
movement in Eatlifriland, his native pla< 
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"Though the late remarkable awakening burst forth 
STiddenly wpon the people of Rathfriiaud anct its neighbor- 
boocl, yet it did not come unsought for ; it came not with- 
oat many an earnest wish, and many a fervent prayer. It 
was generally well known that a great, and, in many re- 
spects, nnprecedented revival was being experienced in 
many parts of America, and especially all available infor- 
mation was procured regarding the progress and fruits of 
the revival in our own land, as it spread from district to 
district, and from town to town. Interesting narratives 
of the good work, as it advanced on both sides of the 
Atlantic, were brought from time to time before lai'ge and 
deeply attentive audiences. The effect of this soon became 
apparent. An intense desire was tlius excited to witness 
among themselves what they only heard through the tes- 
timony of otbei's. This desire fonnd vent for itself in 
prayer. A union prayer-meeting, consisting of the three 
Presbyterian congregations of the place, and conducted by 
their i-eapective ministers, was commenced and statedly 
held in the largest p!a«e of worship which the town could 
afford. This meeting, nniformly crowded to excess, was 
always characterized by the deepest solemnity. But this 
is only one among many other meetings gathered for a 
similar purpose. I am myself aware of at least four dif- 
ferent associations for prayer held reguJai'ly in the country 
districts. And let it not be forgotten, that the great end 
which all these kept steadily in view — the end for which 
they were organized, and for which they were conducted — 
was to pray for a special outpouring of the Spirit of God ; 
for a revival of religion throagbout the neighborhood. 
The attendance on pablio worship bad already increased, 
an earnest and prayerful spirit had become diffused among 
the people, and an intense anxiety about the realities of 
the spiritual world. 

"Such, briefly, was the state of things in a religious 
aspect when the bodily affections made their appearance. 
They were first manifested on a Saturday evening, the 9th 
21 
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of July, 1859. Only a few persona, however, were ' stricken' 
on the occasion ; but enough to excite the curiosity and 
wonder of the -whole neighborhood. It was announced 
that the young man, whose address had been attended 
with such singular results, would appear before the union 
prayer-meeting on Sabbath evening. We should have 
observed sooner that the young man in question had been 
affected in Belfast, under the address of a Ballymena con- 
veit, and had come to relate his experience, and to testify 
in behalf of the cause of Christ, to the people of Rathfri- 
land. The news of the Saturday evening's meeting had 
already spread far over the country. Hundreds who had 
come from a distance remained for the evening services, 
and crowds flocked from every direction, expecting to hear 
and to see wonders. So great was the multitude, that it 
was soon found necessary to retire to a field in the vicinity 
of the town. The esereises of praise and prayer were 
conducted by one of the ministei-s. The yonthful speaker 
then rose, and proceeded to address the vast assemblage 
with the utmost coolness. The discourse had not con- 
tinued fifteen minutes when the audience began to be 
stiiTcd. A venerable-looking old man sank to the ground 
close by the platform. Apparently be had swooned, and 
he was removed out of the crowd as speedily as possible. 
The silence of the multitude became breathless ; the feel- 
ings were deeply intense. But the solemn stillness was 
soon broken by a faint cry which was raised on the oppo- 
site side of the platform to that where I had taken my 
stand, I had scarcely time to tm-n myself when, sudden 
as a gunshot, a strong woman "sent forth an unearthly 
scream at my very side. In a moment she was upon her 
knees, crying, as she clapped and wrung her hands alter- 
nately in wild 'excitement, ' Oh, my heart ! Oh, my hard 
heart ! ' The crowd was convulsed, and shook like aspens 
in the breeze. The voice of the speaker was soon drowned 
amid the shrieks; the air was filled with groans and 
screams for mercy. Crowds gathered and pressed ai'ound 
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to liateti to the lamentations, and here and there to the 
fervent appeals of the awakened. It waa not till long after 
nightfall that a large portion of the helpless moumers were 
carried to their homes, 

"A tremendona awakening had taken place. During 
the week that followed, the meetings were coutinned, and 
the prostrations did not in the least subside. It seemed, 
indeed, as if a new era had dawned. Men and women left 
their ordinaiy avocations to talk about their souls, and the 
strange sights they had witnessed. The public mind was 
pervaded with awful solemnity, and that whole week 
seemed a protracted Sabbath. 

" As might be anticipated, the excitement began to sub- 
side aa the number of prostrations decreased. In propor- 
tion, however, as the meetings became less boisterous, 
they apparently grew more spii'itual. And at present, when 
prostration is hardly heard of, there remdns an unusually 
serious concern about spiritual things. 

"Such is a condensed account of the origin and progress 
of the awakening at Eatbfriland. In reference to some of 
its features there is room for a great variety of opinion. 
The bodily affections especially with which it was accom- 
panied have all along supplied abnndailt matter for contro- 
veray. On this subject we cannot here enter. We cannot 
help observing, however, that the waiTaeat friends of tho 
revival have often done it the greatest injury by assigning 
to the direct operation of the Spirit what waa obviously 
the immediate result of mere natural causes. Human 
nature is but human nature under all circumstances ; and 
as such is uniformly attended by weakness and folly. The 
trances, and the dreams, the visions, the markings, and too 
often, we must say, the prostrations also, afford deplorable 
illustrations of what was merely human. Wild excitement 
was perhaps too frequently pa^ed off for zeal ; ignorant as 
well as impudent fanaticism for deep spiritual eaniestness. 
But this, though unquestionably a part of the picture, is 
by far its darkest side. Nothing but a contemptible nar- 
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a blindfold projndice, or a feeble but 
impious malice, 'would refuse to recognize in the most 
prominent effects of our Irish awakening the hand of a 
gracious God, Of a proof of this statement, so far as it 
applies to the revival at Rathfriland, the most skeptical 
may be folly convinced by only a hasty glance at a few of 
the fruits which it has there produced. 

" Languishing Christians have been stirred up to vigor- 
ous activity, their fdth has been made strong, their Jove 
fanned into a flame, their zeal doubly stimulated. Hun- 
dreds who were sleeping in their Christianity have been 
aroused out of their slumbers, have shaken off their spii'- 
itual indolence, and have been quickened to enei'getio 

"Professors have been seriously alarmed. Many whose 
religion was an outer moral garment, or a mere plausible 
sham, have been disturbed in their supposed security, have 
been brought into deep distress for their sins, and espe- 
cially for their own loathsome hypocrisy ; have been 
enabled to present to a heart-searching God the sacrifice 
of a broken and contrite heart, have received grace fi'om 
on high to cast themselves upon a loving and beloved 
Saviour, and are now advancing rapidly in the Divine life ! 

" But nowhere has such a change been wrought aa upon 
those whose lives were openly immoral, or who entertained 
an utter disregard to the observance of religious duties. 
Considering the veiy low ebb to which true religion liad 
declined, and, in many cases, the looseness of moral prin- 
ciple before this great awakening wave passed over the 
land, and comparing this with the state of religion and 
morality which now prevails, one cannot but be amaaed at 
the magnitude of the change that has taken place. Drunk- 
ards have been reformed into sober men, Sabbath -breakers 
have been led to respect the Sabbath, profane swearei-s 
have ceased to blaspheme ; old injuries have been foi'given, 
private animosities forgotten by parties long at enmity. 
Fiiuiilics in wliicli the God of all families was never wor- 
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shipped, where the Word of God was eelcTom, if ever, read, 
where the name of Jesas was only mentioned to be blas- 
phemed, have now the family altar raised in the midst of 
the domestic circle, make the Scriptnres their daily study 
and delight, and reverence and love the sweet name of 
Jesns beyond every name. Pi'ayer especially, which used 
to be a weaiisome duty to those who stiti clung to religious 
forms, has become a pleasant exercise, accompanied with 
stronger faith and deeper fervency ; and every one now 
reads his Bible. God's Book is mado tSe book of reference, 
preferred to any other, 

" An extraordinary desire has been created for religions 
instraction. Bunyan, and Baxter, and Doddridge, and 
Watson, and Angell James, are everywhere in demand. 
The preaching of the Word is now valued more than ever, 
and attended with greater regularity. The places of wor- 
ship are crowded. The people listen with eager attention. 
The whole seiTices are chai-aoterized with most impressive 
solemnity, 

" To every statement of the above I could have appended 
facta. I thought it unwise, however, to occupy bo much 
space as those illustrations would require." 

The town of Banbridge k one of the most important in 
the county in which it is eitnated. For the last few yeare 
an unwonted interest in religion has been created in the 
young men of the locality, mainly through the devoted 
labors of a Christian layman. As the result of his exer- 
tions, the most important mora! and spiritual changes have 
heen going forward, and the way peemed to be prepai-ed 
for a still more extensive spiritual visitation. 

The following brief statement of the origin and charac- 
ter of the awakening in Banbridge is interesting, not only 
for the facts it contains, but as being contributed by a de- 
voted layman of the Episcopal Church, who, during a 
twelve yeai-s' residence in Spain, in the capacity of a civil 
engineer, applied himself, while constructing some of the 
Icadiiig railroads in that country, no less assiduously to 
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the pi'eparation of that " w.iy of the Lord," along which 
the gospel chariot has even ali-eady commenced ita onward 
progress ia that land. 

"I returned from Spain," says my esteemed con-espond- 
ent, Wm. Greene, Esq^ "towai-d the close of 1858. In 
the month of December I was invited to Banbridge, by 
a Christian friend, to a meeting of the Young Men's As- 
sociation ; we numbered about forty on that occasion. 
Several of us spake, and many earnest prayera that the 
Lord would pour out His Spirit on that place were of- 
fered. The Lord was among us that evening, and we all 
seemed to feel His presence in no common way. Towards 
the cloee of the proceedings I felt impelled to say that I 
was certain He was about to do a great work in that 
town. This was fully six months before the revival was 
experienced in this country. 

"Prayer-meetings were held fi'om time to time, and 
month after, month passed, bat no sign was given. At 
length I was present at a solemn meeting. I could not 
refrain from tears at the earnest spirit evinced by all. 
We parted, however, without having witnessed anything 
cncommon but intense earnestness. - It was about three 
days afterwards, when the same persons were assembled, 
that the blessed showers came down to refresh the wait- 
ing heai'ts of God's people. Such sights as were witnessed 
on that night it would not be possible to describe. Mul- 
titudes had their stony hearts broken under the subduing 
influences of the Divine Spirit. 

" Soon after I was in the neighhoi-hood again, and went 
in the evening with the same friend to a prayer-meeting. 
On our wny, or about half a mile from the town, we went 
into two lowly dwellings; and, in a few minutes, there 
gathered around as eight or nine, who seemed to be filled 
with joy and peace. We i-emained but a short time to 
pray and exhoi% and then went off. Scarcely had we got 
to the door of the Presbyterian Church, which was very 
full, when we met some siii-sick ones behig carried, one 
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after another, to the echool-Iionse adjacent, crying and 
sobbing in indeeciibable agony. Some received peace in 
answer to earnest prayer whilst there, and many were 
talien to their own homes. I think it was on that night 
that a woman of the town, who had been pursuing her 
sinful course, standing on the bridge enticing the paissers 
by as they came from the meeting, was shot by an arrow 
from the unemng bow. She was cai-ried to her house, I 
was going to say her home. But, what a home ! Her bed 
of straw was on the cold ground. I visited her with my 
friend a day or two after. But the house of 'ill-fame' 
was now a house of prayei-, and never slioll I forget the 
lowliness of that poor pai'doned soul aa she prayed by 
her bed of straw. This case attracted the attention of 
several persons of similar condition in the same street; 
and I have heard since that asi many as twenty had given 
up their evil courses, although some have fallen away 

"A good man, hearing the story of the 'unfortunate' 
above mentioned, immediately opened his house to her, 
and from that time to tlds has supplied ail her wants. 
Such acts as this are woithy to be chronicled for the 
benefit of future generations, 

"The revival movement was slow in coming to Ban- 
bridge, but it baa done a wonderful work; and many fiicts 
prove with what power the Spirit has been working there. 
A few months ago, the travelling circus came to the town 
one market-day. The IVesbyteiian minister, knowing tlie 
evi! influence that generally accompanies this kind of 
show, gave notice of an open-air preaching at the time 
of the morning entertainment. Only three people went 
to the show, so that it remained unopened. They were 
told to come again that evening, but so scanty was the 
attendance that the money received did not suffice to pay 
the rent of the ground on which the pavUion had been 
erected. The company stnick their tents the following 
moiTiing and decamped, having determined to leave the 
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north of Ireland altogether, as theirs was a losing game 
among such people. 

" Take another striking fact. A distiller's agent, in col- 
lecting his money among the pablic-houses in one quarter 
of the town, found his half-yeai-'s receipts from the Bale of 
whislcey to be £500 less than from a corresponding period 
of the previous year. 

" Last winter lai'ge sums were subscribed by the inhabi- 
tants for the poor, and scarcely a needy person was left 
without feeling that the Lord's people were indeed like 
the Lord Himself, that He dwelt in them of a troth, — 
clothing, and coals, and food being liberally supplied to 
multitudes. The Sabbath-schools here in connection with 
the Presbyterian body number nearly five hundi-ed chil- 
dren, and, thanks to the zeal and enoi^ of the minister, 
and the devoted life of my friend, already referred to, 
together with the successful and self-sacriflcing laboi-s of 
the Christian young men, a more flourishing school I have 
nowhere met than in this place. A variety of other ex- 
cellent arrangements, such aa a temperance hotel, a sav- 
ings bank, etc., have been put in motion during this cele- 
brated 'year of grace,' 1859." 

The following account of the revival in the parish of 
Dromara, has been supplied by the Rev. W. J. Patten, 
minister of the Second Presbyterian Church there : 

" On the 25th of July about a thousand persons assem- 
bled in Mr. Crag's church for prayer. A deep solemnity 
pervaded the meeting. Many sobs were heard, many tears 
were shed, and many were the 'groanings that could not 
be uttered.' The meeting closed, and all separated for 
their homes. Shortly afterwards intelligence arrived that 
some pei-sons had been 'stricken' on their way home. 
We stalled off; and the scene which met oar gaze sliall 
not soon be foi^otten. There, on the roadside, with their 
backs against the ditch, and their faces towai'd heaven, 
lay seven persons, supplicating mercy. They were all 
young and unlearned, yet so scriptural and appropriate 
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■were their prayers, that to me, and to the large concourse 
ivho listened, they seemed to be suggested by Him who 
has been promised to ' help our infii-mities.' 

" A young girl was heai'd to assign as a reason why she 
had not attended the meeting just described, that she was 
afraid of being seized, and thus rendered unable to be 
present at the wedding of a filend to which she had been 
invited. The marriage m.orn arrived, and the ceremony 
was performed. At the su^estion of some of the party 
the feasting and the miilh gave place to praise and prayer, 
and this girl and her sister bridesmaid began to sob and 
weep, and, in accents which cannot be. described, to call 
for mercy in the name of Jesus. Since that time she has 
given eveiy evidence of being espoused to Christ. Truly 
the prayer of faith was heard. The Lord and His disciples 
were bidden guests. The same Jesus who graced the 
marriage in Cana, did not deny His presence to the hum- 
ble villagers of Dromara. 

" On the evening following this — the 29th July — a 
prayer-meeting was held on the green beside my church, 
that building being unable to contain the two thousand or 
more who were present ; and at the same place, on the 
succeeding Sabbath evening, there was another meeting, 
larger still, attended by not fewer than three thousand. 
Those wei-e two evenings long to be remembered. None 
who were present can ever forget them. On the fii-st not 
fewer than fifty persons, and on the second about seventy, 
young and old, men and women, stretched on the green 
sward, were heard openly to bewail their sins before God, 
and ask forgiveness in the name of Jesus. In some ft:w 
this was accompanied with strange convulsions of body; 
but in most of those affected there waa nothing but teai-s, 
and groans, and earnest prayers. One young girl remained 
seven hours on her knees. Another resolved that she 
would neither eat nor drink until she bad found Christ. 
I went into the church and looked around. Many were 
there .ittondliig their friends. But others, ns well, had 



A.oogic 



250 THE REVIVAL IN COUNTY DOWN. 

come. In one seat were three girls knelt in prayer; in 
another were two others ; in another still, wei-e two boys ; 
and so throughout the house. Coming out, I looked into 
the Bession-room, and there were five or sis boys, belong- 
ing to my Bible-class, upon their knees. One was praying 
— 'Lord Jesus, pardon my sins! they are so great that 
crimson and scarlet are no name for them!' — and yet there 
was not a better behaved boy in all the country. They 
continued there for some hours, ofiering prayer in tnm. 

"Daring the fortnight that followed, many were simi- 
larly affected in their own homes, and in the prayer-meet- 
ings, which were held in private houses all hours of the 
day and the night. For the time being, business was very 
much suspended. The whole parish was a place of weep- 
ing, and praying, and singing, and reading. There cannot 
be a doubt that there were more Bible-re ad ei-s, more 
believing prayers, more loving thoughts of Jesus in our 
parish in the month of August than had been in tlie five- 
years previous. A Scotch minister was present one even- 
ing, at that time, at our prayer-meeting in the church. As 
usual, the house waa crowded — every eye was riveted, 
and many were in tears. After the service, earnest inquir- 
ers were invited to remain, itfearly all sat still, and when 
spoken to, seemed to delight in unbosoming the state of 
their souls. On our way home he heard the sweet songs 
of Zion sung along the road by the people going from the 
house of God, When we reached home, he heard that 
two persons, who had been enemies for years — who had 
fought with fists and fought at law — had that evening 
clasped each other in their arms, 

"After musing for a time, he s^d to me, 'I have read 
through Lardner's great work on the "Evidences," butwhat 
I have seen to-night is a more powerful proof of the truth 
of Christianity than all that Lardner ever wrote.' 

" The young, from six to twenty-five years of age, were 
particularly anxious. They would assemble and pray to- 
gether. On such an occasion, when a little fellow was 
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praying for all hia unconverted playmates, a little girl 
began to cry aloud for mercy. The boy arose, clasped 
another boy's hand, and said, 'Johnny, God sooner far 
hears ns wee fellows, than Ho does big men.' I remember 
one day, going into a house to see a boy who had been 
stricken. The door of the room was locked. When it 
was opened, I found thi'ee other boys along with him, 
reading their Bibles. He was reading and praying with 
them, and trying to lead them to Jesus. 

"I asked a little girl, whom I had seen sob and pray 
some weeks before, if she observed any change in hei-self 
of late. 'Tes,' said she, 'I do.' — 'What is it?' — 'Why,' 
said she, ' before, Christ was no concern to me ; and now, 
He is never out of my thoughts.' Another, in answer to 
the same question, said, 'I had not Chiist before, and now 
I have.' 

" In a few weeks from their commencement, the bodily 
prostrations neaiiy altogether ceased. Of the numbers thus 
aifected I cannot form an estimate. They amounted to 
several hundreds. But the good work was not confined 
to them. God's Spirit camo to at least as many othere in 
the still small voice. Not seldom since, have I met in 
their homes, or along the roads, persons who told me they 
were led to Chi-ist without ontward observation; and I 
Can troly say that the death-beds I have attended since 
July, 1859, have been much more pleasing and hopeful 
th.an those I attended before. 

"From the time that th^ movement commenced until 
the present, the earnestness has continued, though not with 
the same excitement. No doubt, some were stricken down 
fi-om mere sympathy, and these, as might have been ex- 
pected, have returned to their foi-mer indiiference ; but the 
number of such is comparatively small. The great major- 
ity, some in a few days, others in a few weeks, and others 
not tUl months had elapsed, professed to find peace in 
Jesus, and their conduct in general has been such as to 
beconie this profession. 
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"I shall briefly mention .1 few of tlie changes which the 
revival has produced in the parish. Formerly the Bible 
was little read ; now there are few families in which it is 
not read each day. A man remained to me some time 
ago, 'I have seen more reading and praying in my house 
in the last few. months than 1 have done since I was born.' 
And how much more attentively it is readi ^Sefore this,'' 
said a little fellow to me, ' when my mother told me to 
read a chapter, I just ran over it as fast as I could, that I 
. might get out to my sport.' But now many read it, pray- 
ing, as another young boy prayed, 'Lord, teach as how to 
read Thy word, for we have not read it at all — we have 
just- scampered over it.' 

" Formerly many did not pray in private, or if they did, 
it was only as a matter of form. Kow, I believe, there are 
few who do not, moniing and evening at least, and many 
more frequently, bow theii- knees to the God of all gi-ace. 
And oh, how earnest they are to be kept from sin ! I 
ouce heard a yonng gu-1 pray — 'Lord Jesus, who didst look 
on Simon Peter when he sinned, and made him go out 
and weep bitterly. Lord, when I sin, look on me,' Another 
prayed — ' Lord, keep me from the devil, and if he does 
come, don't let him come as an angel of light. Lord, keep 
the devil just like the devil, that when I see him I may 
know him, and may fly from him.' 

" How many earnest, beautiful prayers I have heard of 
late ; and how many have ascended up on high ! 

"Formerly not five out of a hundred observed family 
worship ; now, I should say, nearly two-thii-ds of the peo- 
ple do so. In many a house the son or daughter leads the 
family devotions, when the father is unable or unwilling, 

"I conclude by saying, that any one who knows what 
the parish was in January 1859, and what it is now in 
April 1860, will have no hesitation in writing of Dromara 
what Lidce, eighteen hnndred years ago, wrote of Antioch 
■—'And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord.' " 
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About a hundred and seventy years ago, the "Maiden 
City" waa the scene of an event of thrilling interest, for on 
its walls was raised the standard under which ms^nani- 
mous defiance was hurled against the myrmidons of a 
Popish bigot, and a successful blow was sti'uck for faith 
and fi-eedora. Rich in historic associations, it has within 
the last fow months witnessed a moral revolution in the 
experience of hundreds of its population — leaving on the 
minds of the commnnity a mingled sentiment of awe and 
admiration at the wonders which grace has wrought. 

I cannot better introduce the notice of the work in 
DeiTy, than by inserting a letter, with which I have been 
favored, from the Kev. Robert Wallace, a highly esteemed 
minister of the Wesleyan body, then in that city — at 
present in Belfast, and Chairman of the district in which 
he now resides. His relation to the church of which he is 
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a minister, cnalilca him to testify to the work, not in Derry 
only, but in other districts. 

"Very early in the year my attention waa directed to 
some remarkable acconnta of what was said to be a great 
revival, accompanied by extraordinaiy manifestation a. On 
comparing these with what I had ]'eacl of revivals in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and America, I aoon came to tho conclusion 
that it was a work of God, and, with others, began to look 
for the graciona visitation in the city of Derry, where I 
waa placed at the time. More than three montha passed 
away, however, before we had anything more than a gen- 
eral spirit of expectation. Eaily in the snramer, an-ange- 
menta were made to bring down from Bailymena and 
Ballymoney a number of those who had been recently 
brought under gracious influence, and it was agi'eed that 
they ahonld take a part in the public services in tlio Pres- 
byterian and Wesleyan Churches, and alao in the open 
air at the mai'ket-place. At these services great crowds 
attended. The persons recently awakened spoke with 
great simplicity of the wonderful change that God had 
wrought in them by grace In the eourae of the last few 
weeks or days. A solemn awe rested upon the people ; 
several were stricken down in the manner we had heard 
of, and a still greater number were cut to the heart, and 
earnestly aought the Lord. At the commencement of the 
meetings, a number of ministers, representing various 
denominations, met by request at the house of the senior 
Presbyterian minister, and an-anged plana for combined 
efibrta to promote the cause of God ; and in thia manner 
a service waa held in tho market-place every evening 
throughout the summer. The ntmoat unity prevailed, 
and thia greatly tended to deepen the interest among the 
people. 

"The gracious influence viaited place after place ia a very 
remai-kable manner, each town and neighborhood seem- 
ingly taken in a regular course. It would be inconsistent 
with the brevity I should observe, to go into details, 
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although I have had opportunities of observing them in a 
great many parts of the province. I have seen strong men 
prostrated as if stricken with a ball, — some apparently 
in great agony, and others seemingly unconscious, — most 
professing to find peace, and some remsuning unhappy so 
long as the meeting continued. I have seen as many as 
fifty in a state of prostration at once. I saw at last sixty 
persons who professed to find peace with God at one meet- 
ing. I found the subjects of this awakening to comprise 
all ages, and, to some extent, all ranks ; except that, so for 
as my experience goes, few of the upper, or even middle 
classes became sabjects of bodily prostration. I have seen, 
i^inn and again, that wonderful change of countenance 
which attracted so much attention. I had many opportu- 
nities of witnessing the extraoi-dinary attachment which 
the yonng converts manifested towards each other. I 
know some remarkable cases of conver^on from gross 
wickedness, and several persons who gave up what they 
considei-ed an unlawful calling as the result of their awak- 
ening. I know several Roman Catholics who never at- 
tended mass from the day they were stricken, and some 
who can ^ve as intelligent an account of their converaion 
to God as you could meet with anywhere. I am not able 
to say exactly how many have been received during the 
year into our own communion, or placed upon trial; but I 
have no doubt that the numbers are lai-ger than those of 
any previous year. But as to the people generally, after 
examining the facts as far as I could gather them, I judge 
that not less than one hundred thousand persons in Ulster 
were brought under gracious influence during that time. 
How far these have remained steadfast I cannot say. I 
have heard of some going back to former wickedness, but 
no such have come under my own knowledge. 

" The prominent features of the revival, as far as came 
under my notice, were — the suddenness of the awakening, 
the bodily prostrations, and the great extent to which the 
M-hole people were impressed. The peculiar features were 
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that, unlike any former revival, it had the countenance of 
almost the entire sgciilar press ; that it was not confined 
to any one denomination, but embraced aU Evangelical 
churches ; and that, np till the present time, all those have 
maintained an unprecedented unity. I consider it the 
most glorious work of God ever known in this conntiy in 
eo short a time; and, although we have not the excitement 
of last summer and autumn, I believe there is a religious 
influence upon the people of Ulster sui-passing anything 
ever before realized." 

In continuation of the narrative of the work in Derry, 
the Rev. Richard Smith observes : 

" At a morning service, conducted by Mr. Smyth, of Ar- 
magh, a Roman Catholic in attendance had been brought 
under conviction, and the first person in the evening who 
was 'stiicken' was also a Roman Catholic. When the 
unearthly ci-ies were uttered, and the name of Jesus 
sounded over that dense congregation from the lips of a 
sinner who felt herself on the brink of hell, a thrill passed 
through every heai-t that is utterly indescribable. The 
whole auditory seemed smitten with a sudden and univer- 
sal paralysis. They went home, but many were il! at ease. 
Religion had assumed a new aspect ; there appeared to be 
in it work for the heart of man, and multitudes felt that 
hitherto they had misunderstood its nature. Some have 
told me that they never closed an eye that night, but the 
' visions of their head troubled them on their beds.' They 
rose and dragged themselves to their business with the 
arrow of God fast in their soula, or sat in their i-ooms com- 
nmning with distressed hearts. Hest evening a meeting 
was held in the same church, addressed by a number of 
ministei-s, in calm and unimpasaioned terms ; and at that 
meeting there could not have been less than fifty savingly 
impressed. Not more than ten suiferedfrom physical pi-os- 
tration, and these cases did not assume any cataleptic type. 
The work had graciously begun, and an eai'nest had been 
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given of tie showers of blessings that have descencTed 
since, 

" We have had in this city comparatively few cases of 
bodily affection or prostration — not one in ten — perhaps 
not one in twenty. One of the most ti'ying and really 
distressing cases that came nnder my observation, was that 
of a girl who imagined herself in bell for three houi-s, and 
still out of the depths of bell cried to Jesus for mercy. 
Her face, during this time, gave one the idea of a lost soul ; 
there was over it the shadow of a hopeless immortality. 
At the end of three hours she fell over into a kind of 
trance. Her face resnmed its natural appearance ; it then 
became unnatural once more, but in a different manner; 
the radiance of glory overspread it, and for four hours she 
seemed to be in the regions of the blest. Of the ' visions' 
she had during that time she never wished to speak, and I 
never encouraged her to do so, for I tnew her mind to 
have been strung to an ecstatic pitch ; but I rejoice to say 
that she continues steadfast in the faith of Jesns, and is an 
example of humility and love, and all the other graces of 
the Spirit. I have much delight in testifying that I am 
not aware of one single ' stricken' case in Derry that baa 
turned out to be spurious. 

Agencies Employed. — "Except at the first two meet- 
ings, we dispensed entirely in Deny with the aid of con- 
verts in addressing meetings. Those who were brought to 
Jesus in the revival were of incalculable aid, at anxious 
inquirei-s' meetings, in praying with the convinced and 
distressed, in conversing with the anxious, in directing the 
perplexed, and in visiting from house to house ; but tbey 
never took part in the public meetings in the city. Many 
of the yonng men of the city were, indeed, much blessed 
in other districts of the country — • in Donegal, Tyrone, 
Fermanagh, and Cavan. Some of them speak with much 
power and fervor, and I can testify (for I took some of 
them witli me to meetings in the country) that their 
simple and heart^tiiTing words ivere acknowledged of 
22* 
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Ood to the rousing of many a careless sinner. One young 
man who had been brought to Jesus in our congregation, 
and whom I knew to be qualified, from his knowledge of 
Scripture, to addre^ meetings, was asked by me to go for 
thia purpose to the country. 'Ah!' add he, 'don't ask 
me.' — ' Why not ? ' asked I ; ' ai-e you not ready to testify 
for Jesus ? ' — ' I am i-eady in one way,' was his reply, ' but 
not in another. I am willing, bat not able,' Then, puUing 
a little Testament from his pocket, he opened it, and 
pointed me to Luke xxiv. 49, where Christ says to the 
apostles, ' But tairy ye at Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power from on high.' I saw the drift of hie humility, 
and said, 'Weil, wait a little ; God will ^ve you the power.' 
And so He did. That young man has spoken and wrought 
for Jesus ; and souls have been given to him as a j-eward 
in the day of Christ. It would have been well if all had 
tarried, as he did, for establishment in the faith, and for 
fiu'ther enlargement of the knowledge of Christian doc- 
trine, before becoming so forward in the exercise of their 
gifts. 

Extent of tTte Work. — "I am not acquainted with any 
locality where the gi'acious work was more general among 
all classes of the community than here. There was an 
impression abroad, especially at a distance from the re- 
vival districts, that it was only the ignorant, and those in 
the humbler ranks of life, who were visited with the in- 
fluence of the revival. I believe that impression to have 
been unfounded regarding every locality, and most cer- 
tainly regarding Dej-ry. From the highest to the lowest, 
not only were serious impressions predominant, but the 
evidences of saving convei-aion were afforded. Men of ed- 
ucation, and men of business talents — women of refined 
mental culture ^ere brought to weep and lament over 
their unbelieving hearts, and had eventually their soitow 
tui'ned into joy. A young man, holding a most responsi- 
ble position, possessed of a highly cultivated mind, of 
great reading, and of lamentable freedom in religious 
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Opinions, whose heaven seemed to be in the present, and 
who acknowledged, in effect, no higher God than his 
own intellect; whose universe was the circle in which he 
moved, and who never scrnpled to point a jest at the 
expense of the solemnity of truth — attended a revival 
meeting, to 'study' (as he said) 'some phases of fanati- 
cism.' That night a hand was laid upon him, heavier 
than he could have conceived anything invisible could 
be, and next day he was agonizing under conscions guilt. 
Meeting a minister, he grasped his hand, and with sub- 
dued bi'eathings SMd, ' I will scoff no more at this ; God 
is not to be laughed at.' The lord, who searcheth the 
heai-ts, knows whether his convictions have resulted in 
that faith which gives permanent joy and peace. If there 
is a film over his eye stUl, there is no presumption in be- 
lieving that the good work will be perfected, and that 
tiie path will shine brighter and brighter unto perfect day. 

" On the other hand, the Spirit of God reached the most 
illiterate ; and in many instances, where not a letter of the 
alphabet was tnown, the name of Jesas and His redemp- 
tion were familiar to the heart and lip. 

"All denominations in the city partook of the gracious 
shower ; the zeal of believers was quickened ; and if the 
revival had done nothing eise save stirring up God's peo- 
ple to greater and more combined efforts for the extension 
of Messiah's kingdom, it would have been no mean result 
of the holy and grand excitements of the year 1859. I 
am not prepared to endorse all that has been said about 
the actual number of convei-sions, for I have seen state- 
ments put forward that conversions in this city are to be 
numbered by thousands. That I do not believe; and 
nothing is to be gained by exa^eration. It is better for 
ns to keep within the mark if we venture upon calcula- 
tions of this kind. No doubt the silent impressions of 
saving grace have been made npon many whose names 
are unknown to ministers, and who as yet are only known 
in the Lamb's Book of Life. But when a considerable 
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margin is left fov sach, I do not thiuk that there were 
more than a thousand converts in the whole city. Yet 
even this is a mighty host, when wo remember that, in the 
wai-fare of the cross, 'one of yoa shall chase a thousand' 
— that one sanctihed soul m a city will outweigh the fee- 
ble efforts of 1 thousind in the misenble hosts of ungod 
liness I find thit at the list communion in the Fust 
PVesbytenan Congiegition in the city theie weie about 
one bundled communicmts ibove the average, and when 
I remembei that theie were peihapa not much less thin 
a bundled Sabbath acbool stholiis savingly impiessed 
who did not come to the Loid's Tible, I im fieetogi^e 
my opinion that m thit congiegation theie weie perhaps 
two bundled brought into the told of Jesus Tike thi", 
along with the revivil of God's own samta and jou foim 
some conception of what Uol has done foi us. But this la 
what has been done in all the congi-egations in the city, 
in, I should say, like proportion, some more and some less. 
One peculiar feature of the work here was this, — no one 
congregation took any lead as distinguished for revival 
spirit. The four Presbyterian, the Reformed, the Inde- 
pendent, and the Wesleyan, seemed all equally favored 
of God, and there was no one place to which strangers 
were specially atti'aoted. Hence I think I may fairly take 
the statistics of our congregation as a key to the whole, 
and form an estimate accordingly. It will be found that 
my calculation, as given above, is not extravagant, but 
is probably greatly short of the real state of things. 

"Of the Episcopal congregations I know nothing, as 
they studiously maintsuned an isolated position, at least so 
far as clerical recommendations and Episcopal injunctions 
could compass that object. 

Oases of Conversion. — "A young man, of loose habits, 
was walking up the wall of Deny one night about mid- 
night, and, seeing a light in a church, he walked in to see 
what was going on. He obsei-ved in the chui-ch groups 
of persons here and there, and one of these specially at- 
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tracted hia attention, where about twenty individuals were 
gathered round a double pew. He marched up the aisle 
io this gi'onp, and, with indifferent air, took up his place 
among them. A boy had been 'stricken' io the pew (son 
of a most worthy and respectable sea-captain), and some 
nine or ten boys were on their knees around him, alter- 
nately praying for the peace of the distressed boy's soul. 
Onr profligate visitor looked on and listened. The scene 
was new, and he began to feel his kne^ smiting against 
each other. At last the stricken boy began to pour out 
his soul in strains of the most exalted prayer, and then 
it resolved itself into thanksgiving and praise. This be- 
ing over, the boy prayed for unconverted people in the 
city of Dcrry, and wrestled with God, like Jacob beside 
the brook. There was one soul in the surrounding group 
that was bending like a forest tree. Each word, as it 
rose from the lips of the ecstatic boy, fell on the soul of 
that other like a coal of fire. At last he gave way, fell 
down, and cried most piteously for mercy. Tliose terrible 
raoanings are in my ears to this hour. He arose in a 
few minutes, but fell down again, like one paralyzed. He 
leaned his head on a foi'm, and the tears streamed the 
floor. A young man came forward, — one who had him- 
self been brought to Jesus a year ago, — and, not knowing 
who the young man was, lifted up Lis. head to see the 
weeping face, and tears of joy sprang from his eyes as he 
exclaimed, 'It's my brother George!' Next day he laid 
hold of the hope set before him, and he has since given 
all credible tokens of being a 'new creature in Christ 
Jesus.' 

"A man of moral character, who had been a member of 
the church for more than ten yeara, thought himself so 
elevated in religious attainments that, as far as he was 
concerned, the ' extravagances of revival ' were quite need- 
less and OTit of place. In the Victoria Mai'ket, one Lord's 
day, he was sti-uck with the heartiness of the voice of 
praise, as it rc«e to God from three thousand hearts. He 
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asked Mmsfif, in rapid words, the question, 'Shall I evGi 
hear the singing of heaven? No!' He went homo m 
an agony. Three days he spent in abounding fears, and 
■went through a serie? of mental tribulations that have 
rarely been surpassed in the annals of conviction. He 
lay sleepless, and went during the day carrying, e^ he 
said him&el^ 'a burning heart.' He prayed, and eang, and 
groaned, and wept, and was almost in despair. At last 
a text of Scripture gleameil upon him, and he sa^ the 
heavens opened by the eye of faith, and the Soi; of man 
standing omnipotent to save. He now rejoices af much 
in Jeans as he had confidence in himself. He has visited 
his native Scotland, and I believe has been nsed of God 
to promote the interests of his Savioui-'s kingdom in that 
land. 

"Time would fail me to describe the individual marvels 
of Divine sovereignty in the conversion of souls. I Itnow 
well one most interesting family, where a father, an aged 
man, and six grown-up children have all been brought to 
Jesus, and are rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. 

"There have been, I believe, but few, if any, objection- 
able phases in the work here. I know nothing but wiiat 
may have been of God. We had no attempts at prophetic 
ecstasy ; no dumbness, or deafness, or blindness, nor any 
clairvoyant gifts. ■ It is not for me to speak in condemna- 
tion of these things, for I have never witnessed them, and 
all I have to do is to record that they never were devel- 
oped here. For what God has done we have reason to 
thank Him every day we live, and I am sure such a spirit 
largely pervades the Christian community." 

General Results. — "The first and most vainable result 
is the delightful spirit of Christian union. In speaking of 
Christian union in Derry, I grieve to be obliged to ignore 
the Episcopal element in its clerical phases. The clergy 
would not unite with ' Dissentei-s,' though the people have 
in general exhibited a most conciliatory and charitable 
spirit. It is but fail- to say that the Episcopal laity at first 
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showed eveiy disposition to unite in prayer-meetings, until 
their leaders endei\oied to infuse into them another spirit. 
Thereatofthe community lie one We know one another 
better, and appreciite eich othei moie Tlioro is now that 
interchange of Efcnuine feeling wbi;.h is the characteristic 
of true spirituality ' Each one accounts the other better 
than himself 

" We have twa united meetings for prayer every day, in 
one of which the laity tike a piommtnt part. The minis- 
ters are thus at once helped and rofreshed. 

" In addition to these united meetings, there are Presby- 
terian meetings, in which the various congregations unite, 
and also in eiich congi-egation one meeting in the week for 
their own members, and others who may join them, all of 
which ai'e well attended. 

" There is no decaying of interest, and the stability of 
pi-ofessed converts has far exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations." 

The writer of the foregoing, as well as the Rev. Robert 
Sewell, Independent minister, was obliged, in consequence 
of bodily exhaustion, induced by incessant toil, to leave 
the scene of his labors for several weeks. Writing fi'om 
the watering-place to which he had been consigned for 
rest, the latter gentleman makes tho following statement 
as to his engagements during the period of the great ex- 
citement : " For seven weeks I had to work at least six- 
teen hours a day, in addressing meetings in the open air, 
town-hall, and my own chapel ; in conversing with, and 
meeting the difficulties of the anxious, who were flocking 
to the vestry daily ; and in visiting some in their own 
houses. Though graciously sustained, the brain gave 
symptoms at last of ovei-work. Memory partially failed, 
and a nei-vous excitement supervened, which arrested my 
progress, and sent mo here for quietness and change of 
scene." 

Among the congregations firat visited in County Derry 
by the revival, was that of Maghera, of which a satisfac- 
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tory and judicious account is given as follows, by the Rev. 
Thomaa Witherow : 

" On Thursday, the 2ncl of June, 1859, the first indica- 
tions of the presence of the revival appeared at Maghera. 
On that day a young man, called Thomas Canipbell, came 
over from the County Antrim, to see his friends at Cal- 
nady, — a vUlage two miles from this town, on the way to 
Portglenone, — and, while describing at the fireside, to his 
i-elatives and neighboi-s, the strange scenes which, for some 
time past, he had witnessed at religious meetings held 
beyond the Bann, suddenly the servant-boy in the family 
was affected with al) the usnal symptoms. While those 
present gathered round him in astonishment and alarm, the 
servant-girl was affected ; and soon afterwards, the brother 
of the speaker, George Campbell, a young lad of some 
seventeen years of age. The prostrations that occurred 
on this occasion could not have arisen fi'om excitement. 
It was understood that, up to the evening in question, 
none of these persons had been under religious concern ; 
no attempt had been made in the neighborhood to produce 
a revival ; public attention had not been drawn to the sub- 
ject further than by a naiTative of the work going on at 
Connor and Ahoghill, given from the pulpit on the previ- 
ous Monday by the Rev. Jonathan Simpson, which it is 
not probable any of the parties referred to had been pres- 
ent to hear. The place where they were strack down was 
the fireside of a fai-m-house, when they were listening to 
the conversation of the friend who, in the district of the 
County Antrim where he lived, had witnessed prostrations, 
but had never been prostrated himself. There was no 
exposition of Divine truth, no appeal to the passions, no 
excitement beyond what the novel and interesting inci- 
dents related might be supposed to produce. Word of 
what had occurred soon spread through the village ; neigh- 
bors gathered in; and the whole night was spent in prayer 
and singing prases to God. 

"Eai-ly in the morning a message was despatched for 
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me, and about ten o'clock I reached tlie spot, in company 
witli a friend, Groupa of people, with anxiety and terror 
pictured on their faces, were collected on the streets of the 
village, waiting our ai'rivaJ, and diacusaing among them- 
selves, in avihdued tones, the strange things that had oc- 
curred. The first case which we saw was a pool' woman, 
the mother of a numher of young children, who had thnt 
morning gone to visit those who had been striclcen on the 
previoas night, and who had instantly been affected her- 
self. She was an ignorant woman of her class, who had 
been living an in-eligious hfe, and had not been in the habit 
of attending any place of worship. We found her stretched 
upon the bed, in her little cabin, in a state of great physi- 
cal weakness, but talking incessantly about her sinful life, 
and about Satan, ' that beast,' as she called him, who sought 
her destruction, and about Christ, who had saved her from 
ruin. She talked in a wild, incoherent way, reminding the 
bystanders of one who was ' drunk with new wine,' and 
quoted so many texts of Scripture as surprised ua all, wlio 
knew she could not read, and had not the advantage of 
public instruction for many years. The servant-girl, who 
had been affected the previous night, was found by us 
apparently exhausted, but in a quiet state, and not seem- 
ingly disposed to communicate her feelings. On seeing 
me enter, she lifted her head from the pillow of the bed on 
which she had stretched herael^ and said, ' sir, God has 
been with as this morning ! ' The servant-man did not say 
much, but gave us to undei-stand that the burden of sin, 
wliich he said was pressing on his heart, was not yet re- 
moved. It was different with Geoi^e Campbell, the young 
lad previously mentioned. He had enjoyed the advantages 
of better insti'nction in the Scriptures than any of the 
others, and now the previous knowledge he had acquired 
became available. We found him sitting on his bed, sur- 
rounded by the neighbors who had gathered in, and sing- 
ing the 20th Psalm with a heart and spirit such as I have 
seldom hoard thrown into a song of praise. After pr.iyer, 
23 
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he exhorted the fiiencls who had crowdecl in, telling them 
how God had delivered him from hia sine, and made him 
a partaker of His grace. ' Oh,' said he, in the most' eai'nest 
and impassioned manner, 'there vras a mountain of sin 
jjressing on my heart ; but God in mercy sent the aiTOWS of 
His love, and pierced that mountdn through and through, 
and it is gone.' Then he warned all against sin, especially 
the ein of drankenness denonncing 'the public-honse as 
the broad road to hell , ' and, striking with great violence 
the Bible, which he hel 1 in his li'ind, he shouted, in a voice 
of thunder, 'Who would daie isk me to enter a public- 
house now?' He called on all piesent to i-enonnoe their 
sins, else they would be lost, ind 9poke to thera of Christ 
with a pathos and energy that diew tears ii-om many eyes. 
This address, coming fiom a young lad who, one day be- 
fore, would not have ventured to open his lips to any human 
being on the subject of religion, evidently made a deep 
impression. The news of these things spread over the 
whole district in a single day. As my friend and I returned 
home in the afternoon, the people in the fields threw down 
their implements of labor, and ran to the wayside to speak 
to us as we passed ; and to each party in succession we 
had to stop and tell the wonderful things we had seen 
and heard. This was the origin of the movement at 
Maghera. 

" No means that could be supposed useful in fostering 
the revival were left untried. Prayer in the family and 
in the public congregation was offered without ceasing for 
the outpouring of the Divine Spirit. The instructions of 
the Sabbath bore, more or less, on the subject. A weekly 
congi'egational prayer-meeting was started. Large public 
meeting were called, and addressed by young converts, as 
they were usually designated, from Portgenone, Bellagby, 
Ahoghill, and Connor. One of these meetings was held 
in the Presbyterian Church, on the 9th of June, at which 
there wera a thousand present ; another in the Flas-markot, 
on the 17th ; and another in the Prcabyteriaii Cliuvcli, at 



:A,oi>*^le 



FEW PROSTRATIONS. 267 

■which Messrs. M'Quilkin and Meneely, ftom Connor, deliv- 
ered addresses. Two others were held in Maghera, early 
in July, and another on the 18th, at Knockeloghrim Hill, 
at which it is estimated there were five thousand present, 
and where, for a whole afternoon, the Presbyterian minis- 
ters of the district spoke to the people on matters pertsun- 
ing to the great salvation. In the month of August wo 
brought a young man from Broughshane, who labored 
among us for a week, and addressed crowded meetings 
every evening. 

"The physical prostrations were conaparatively few in 
number. In a small number of cases, at most three or 
four, the affection i-esulted in a sort of mental derange- 
ment, which in every instance passed away in two or three 
weeks, without impairing the general health. At fli-st very 
many of those affected saw visions — thoughts of Christ, 
and of heaven, and of hell, which rose up before their dis- 
turbed minds ; but at no time did any persons here profess 
to prophesy, or to exhibit marks of a snpematui'al kind 
upon their bodies. Extravagances of this kind would not, 
I am confident, have received much encouragement from 
the public. 

" The first cases of prostration that oociirred were in 
general the most marked, and at all times there was con- 
siderable variety in the physical phenomena — scarcely two 
peraons being affected alike. Few, comparatively, happened 
at the public meetings. Sometimes they occurred in the 
street ; but in general the people were affected at their 
own homes, while engaged in their ordinary avocations, or 
perhaps when sleeping in their beds. A young married 
woman told me that, when out tending cattle in the field, 
she began to think seriously in regard to her salvation ; 
sung by herself the 23d Psalm, then passed to the para- 
phrase, 

' Ar long as life its term extemln, 
Hope's bleat dominion never ends,' 

and .ts she coneladed the second vorso she was struck 
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down. She knew of the revival meetings being held, but 
up to that time had never been present at any, so that her 
affection could not be ascribed to any mei-ely human influ- 
ence directly brought to bear npon her. From the end of 
July, less demonstrative, but no less satisfactory symptoms 
appeared among the young. Some of the most intelligent 
of the young people, persons whom I regard as the flower 
of the flock, became seriously impressed in regard to their 
ejiintual condition, iind, after passing through a season of 
darkness, and doubt, and temptation, were enabled to give 
themselves to the Lord, and to rejoice in the hope of the 
gospel. Without physical affection, or demonstration of 
any kind, they were gently and quietly drawn to the 
Saviour. After the wind, and the earthquake, and the 
fire, came the still small voice; but in our case God was 
in them all, 

"The people in general acted with great good sense. 
For the fii-st six weeks there was, no doubt, some excite- 
ment; the novelty of lay-preaching and prostrations drew 
crowds of wonder-seekers for a time ; the more ignorant 
believed at first that every case of prostration was a case 
of conversion, and thit in order to conversion prostration 
WTs essential , othera attiohed undue importance to visions, 
and some imagmed that fieqnent returns of the physical 
affection, aecompaniel as it was in some cases, with dumb- 
ness and blindness, weie peculiar marks of Divine favor. 
But 1 little time, along with a little instruction, coiTected 
tlicie mlst^kes The body of the people soon learned that 
animal excitement la a diffeient thing from spiritual life; 
they lent a pissive but a stubborn resistance to the un- 
woithy attempts made by sectaries of various kinds to 
dnw them fiom the membership of theii- own church; 
ini they gi^e miivellously little credence to the lying 
wonders which, it was frequently reported, had taken place 
at a distance. 

" So soon aa a sufficient number of young men had been 
awakened and converted, they immediately showed an in- 
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c!ination to be active and useful. Prayer-meetings were 
established in town and country ; Sabbath-schools, which 
had been suspended, were revived; and at the various 
meetings held in the town and country, the young men atr- 
tended, and either led in prayer or delivei-ed addresses, as 
their capacity enabled them. One of these meetings has 
been held every •morning for the last six months, and is 
conducted by the young men of the town; another, at- 
tended exclusively by females, is held every Friday even- 
ing, at which some twelve or thirteen of the young ladies 
of the congi'egation officiate, each in her turn. Eveiy 
country district also has its prayer-meeting. In general 
they are all well attended, and have done much good. 

" The results Bo fer have been very beneficial. It is true, 
indeed, that the awe with which the general commnnity 
was inspii-ed at fii-st, and which held vice in check for a 
season, is wearing gradually away ; but the movement has 
left behind it memorials that give fair promise of their 
ability to stand the test of time. Oar district has not been 
so lai-gely visited as others, but there is here a fair propor- 
tion of souls which, daring the late harvest, have been 
gathered to the Lord. In a congregation of three hundred 
and fifty families, there are about a hundred individuals 
who have benefited more or less ; some of them having, for 
the first time, experienced a saving ctiange, and othei-s, 
who were believers previously, having received a new and 
richer baptism of the Holy Ghost, Otbei-s may have bene- 
fited, with whom there was less outward demonstration, 
and whose cases have not come to my knowledge. Mak- 
ing every allowance for such eases, however, there is no 
denying that, for so far here, the mass of the community 
has been passed over, and the heart of the population has 
not yet been touched. The district has only received 
some drops of the shower. But even drops have done us 
good. The popular feeling is much more favorable to re- 
ligion. Attendance on the means of grace has been 
iiniirovcd. Nineteen pounds' worth of Piiblcs anil Testii- 
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ments were sold during 1859 at our village depository, 
whereas the average of other years was no more than six. 
Domestic prayer has been commenced in many families 
where it was formerly neglected, the yonng of both sexes 
in many instances disehar^ng the duty tliat is generally 
expected from the father ; while di-ankenness and im- 
morality are neither so public nor ao prevalent as in for- 
mer times. Greater things have been done for others, but 
it is with thankful hearts that we acknowledge He has 
done great things for ns. Besides, richer blessings may 
he still in store for ua. While writing this brief naiTative, 
I have been called out this day (20th January, 1860) to 
visit an interesting young girl, a member of my commu- 
nicants' class, who was aifected on Wednesday evening 
last for the first time. She is at present rejoicing in the 
Saviour, Other cases have lately occuwed in the neigh- 
borhood, ao that even yet the work goes on, 

" One miun design of history is to enable fhture genera- 
tions to profit by the experience of the past. The benefit 
which I received from reading, at the outset of the late 
movement, the article in the Princeton JievieiB on the 
' Bodily Effects of Religious Excitement, and also the 
'Autobiography of Peter Cartwright ' was so great, that 
I am encouraged to repay it in some measure by leaving 
on record my opinion of the line of aetion that ministers 
should pursue, if it shall please God, on any future occa- 
sion, to send on our church and country a similar visitation. 

" 1. The ministei-s ought to fall in with the movement, 
avoiding the extremes of doggedly opposing it, on the one 
hand, or sanctioning extravagances, on the other; and 
they should seek to gain such influence with its promoters 
as will enable them to foster the good, and check the evils 
likely to ensue. 

"2. Undue excitement should be discouraged; it may 
do harm, it can do no good. If reason and good sense do 
not bold the helm, the ship is in danger. 

"3. Every reasonable opportimity shotild be given for 
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liolcling meetings ; but meetings should not in general con- 
tinue move tlian a few Lours at a time. 

"4. The people should be warned from the first against 
proselytiam ; they should be inatruoted repeatedly in the 
nature of true conversion, and taught not to ^ve heed to 
signs and visions, but to the written Word of God. 

"5. Laymen of sound piinciples and good character 
should be afforded eveiy facility for addressing the people 
in the neighborhoods where they reside, and where they 
are personally known ; but persons not well instructed in 
religion, even though converted, shonid not be encouraged 
to speak tiil they have gathered sufficient knowledge ; and 
strolling orators of all kinds, coming from a distance, 
should not be permitted to address any congregation. 
During the present movement some servant-boys have left 
their employments, and, though barely able to i-ead, are 
now ran^ng over the province, and striving to eani a liv- 
ing from the public by itinerant preaching. Good can 
scarcely result from such conduct, either to the public or 
themselves." 

" We, also," says the Rev. James Wilson, of Lecumpher, 
*'have had most wonderful and impressive scenes, all indi- 
cating the sovereignty and gracious character of the work. 
We have had convictions, not only in the church, but in 
the family, in the absence of all excitement, and not a few 
dui-ing the silence of the night season. While some have 
taken upon themselves to account for all these manifesta- 
tions from an ovej'heated atmosphere, I may state that 
they have continued during the moat intensely cold days 
in the late stoi-m. So for as I have seen, they have been 
attended with good. In one case, the screams were heard 
by persons at home at work, and they became convinced 
of ain, and cried for mercy. In another case, four peraons 
were so weakened by their prostration, that they and some 
friends were detained in the vestry till a late hour before 
they conld be removed. During this time, some membei-a 
of an Episcopal family were passing the road on a jaunting- 
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car, and on seeing the light in the window, the oldest, a 
girl above twenty years of age, immediately cried out, and, 
after proceeding a little way, was ho prostrated that the 
car-party were detained at a house for some time ; and 
then, OQ i-etuming home, a second and third cried out till 
morning. The whole family were engaged in prayer. At- 
daybreak all had found peace. On hearing of what had 
occurred, a neighbor came to see them, and was simiiarly 
affected. They are, I believe, all maintaining a walk and 
conversation becoming the gospel." 

In the town of Newtonlimavady, the movement com- 
menced toward the end of the month of May, in pretty 
much the osual manner. In a short time the entire vale 
of the Roe was the scene of most intense emotion. Busi- 
ness was almost suspended. Nothing was thought or 
talked of in every circle but the wonders incomprehensible 
on every hand around. "A thrill of solemn di-ead," says 
the Rev. N. WA. Brown, passed, like an electric cun-ent, 
fi-om the one end of the presbytery to the other. The 
twelve congregations were all assembled, in crowded 
houses, in the course of a few days, and multitudes in each 
were crying for mercy in screams of agony, 

"From Sabbath the 12th June till the present time, a 
nnited meeting of all the Presbyterian congregations in 
town has been held daily ; multitudes of convertSi young 
and old, being most ready to engage in the religious exer- 
cises, 

" A wonderful impetus was given to the good woi'k by 
the frequent visits and addresses of filends from Scotland 
and elsewhere, but especially of Mi-. Guinness and Brown- 
low North, Esq. The former addressed some three thou- 
sand persons, in the open air, with effect and acceptance; 
but the impression produced by Mr. North was deeper 
still, and doubtless will be more lasting. 

"He visited this place twice within a week, and preached 
— once in the open air and once in a house of worship on 
each occasion — four addresses in all. The house he spoke 
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in was literally crammed on both occasions. The first 
oi>en-air address was attended by an audience of some 
four thousand, and thesecond by upwards of seven thousand, 
— the second -largest audience be had in Ireland. These 
addresses were faithful and ti-ue, — solemn, searching, and 
practical, — and were highly distinguished for fei-vor, unc- 
tion, and power. The eealizatioh of the sinner's lost 
condition — of the living God just here and looking on ~ 
and of a present salvation through faith in God's Son, was 
the theme npon which he specially dwelt. Want of real- 
ization of God and of Divine things, he asserted, was practi- 
cal infidelity, and lay at the root of eveiy sinful, indifferent, 
and ungodly life. He held a meeting of those who -werQ 
anxious to ' renounce the devil, the world, and tho flesh,' 
and ' present their bodies living sacrifices to God ; ' and to 
these he delivered an address particularly suited to their 
circumstances. His visit will long be thankfully remem- 
bered, and his faithful admonitions produced an effect on 
many that shall never be altogether known till 'the day 
shall declare it.' 

" The effects I shall sum up in a few words : Dniiking of 
ardent spirits was scarcely known in town for the months 
of June, July, and August. Of those impressed, not more 
than one or two have gone back to intemperance. Party 
spirit and quarreling are all but dead. The assistant 
barrister has almost nothing to do on the Crown day. 
Prayer-meetings am held in every hamlet of the country, 
and in every street of the town, almost every evening, and 
sometimes twice on the same evening, in different places, 
by the same persons. Scarcely a young man, above the 
age of fourteen, either in town or country, will refuse to 
pray pnblicly in any meeting; and sometimes little boys, 
of nine or ten years old, astonish their grandfathers by the 
beauty and fervor of their devotions. The daily meeting 
is well attended, and the early zeal appeara scarcely aught 
abated. Many that were stmngera to the house of God 
almost all their lives, are now among the most regular 
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attendants; and family and private prayer, that used to be 
the exception, have now become the mlu." 

In a conversation with Mr. Brown, since the above waa 
wiitteii, I learned the gratifying fact that, as one of the 
happy results of the movement, no less than eight young 
men, of whom six have almost arrived at maturity, were 
led to commence the work of preparation for the Christian 
ministry. They ai'e all now reg«laily applying themselves 
■with this view to their studies, while, at the same time, 
they lend theii- assistance, as they have opportunity, to the 
conducting of the religious exercises in connection with 
the daily meeting for prayer. 

The Rev. Thomas Y. Killen, of Ballykelly, after naiTa- 
ting the mode in which the work began among the people . 
of his chai-ge, thus proceeds to describe its progress and 
results : 

The Converts — Their Addresses and Prayers. — " For 
some time at first, some of those who had been convei-ted 
during the revival addressed the. meetings — i-elating their 
own experience — telling how it was with them in the 
days of their unregeneracy — how they had tasted the 
pleasures of sin and the world, and found them vain and, 
unsatisfying — how they had been awakened to a sense of 
their guilt and danger, and led to see the uselessness of 
those refuges of lies in which they had hitherto trusted, 
and how the Spirit of God had revealed- Christ to their 
souls as the only Saviour for guilty sinners. These ad- 
dresses were generally simple, scriptural, and earnest — 
sometimes most touching and beautiful ; and coming, as 
they did, from the lips of young persons well known to 
those present, and who, they were all aware, would have 
previously shrunk from opening their lips in the presence 
of others, produced a profound impression. Never liave I 
heard the loveliness and willingness to save of Jesus more 
sweetly declared, or slniiers more tenderly entreated to 
close in with Him at once, than in the addresses of some 
of those babes in Christ. Always at the close of their 
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statomenta they prayed ; and if abeovbing fervency, and 
child-like confidence, and deep self-abaeement, and power- 
fid pleading, constitute the very essence of prayer, then I 
have indeed listened, during the past snmmer, to some of 
the most genuine specimens of true prayer it has ever been 
my lot to bear. Very few of the converts were willing to 
address our congregational meeting after the first state- 
ment of their experience. Many of them, however, are 
still ready to lead in prayer, and take their pai-t in con- 
ducting district meetings. 

"At these meetings, and also at public worship on the 
Sabbath, we Lave had many requests for special prayer, for 
individuals, families, and congregations, — sometimes pre- 
sented by the parties themselves, and sometimes by friends 
who took an interest in their spiritual welfare. Above a 
hundred and forty such requests have been presented. 

"Besides the praje eet nga no v n operation, which 
are conducted by a 1 iltfl a numl e of the children of one 
■ of our daily scl ols rema n by them Ivee twice a week, 
after school bou fo mut al p lye This meeting was 
commenced of tl e f ee not on of tl e children, and with- 
out the knowledge of the teacher. One evening, as his 
own children did not follow him home as usual, ho became 
anxious about them, and, after waiting for some time, re- 
turned towards the school-house to aseertiun the cause of 
the delay. On approaching it, be was met by the children, 
in tears, and found that they had already met for prayer in 
this way for several days, and that on this day, while they 
prayed, one of the boys had been stricken, which produced 
a deep impression on the rest. Another children's prayer- 
meeting was held for several months in the bani of one of 
onr elders, with an attendance of about twenty of the 
lambs of the flock. It had met several times before he 
was aware of ite existence, but has lately been discon- 
tinued, as the children' could not attend in the dark even- 
ings. 'Mamma,' said a little boy of eight years — who 
had been left at home one Sabbath to watch the cows — 
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to his mother, on her retnrn fi-om public worshiji, 'we had 
a fine day to-day.' — ' What were you doing, dear ? ' asked 
tbe mother, expecting to hear of some childish plays. ' Oh,' 
replied the child, ' so-and-eo came,' mentioning some of his 
young companions, ' and ive had a prayer-meeting on the 
road-side.' 

JPreaching Easy and Pleasant. — "Formerly it was 
almost impossible to make one's hearers feel under the 
preaching of the Word. While the revival prevailed in 
its intensity, pi-eaching was doubtless easier and pleasnnter 
work than ever before, for the simple'it tinth?, presented in 
the plainest form, were greedilj diunk m by the heiiera; 
but, in another sense, more difficult, foi theie wts such 
tenderness of conscience on the pait of the ^oung Chris- 
tians, that one could scarcely address i i\oid of waining 
to the impenitent, or point out the works of smnei-s in 
Zion, without exciting in tlieii minds the feii thit they 
were, after all, deceiving themselves, and plunging them 
iuto the depths of despair. For jeaiu I hid longed and ' 
prayed to see some evident and immediate lesults produced 
by the preaching of the Word, ind have been made to see 
that, when wielded only by my hand, the hammer of the 
Word, no matter what force of aigument, oi strength of 
expression, or dreadful pictures I might employ only re- 
bounded harmlessly from the heait of stone List summer, 
I have seen the mere reading of the woids, ' Thy heait is 
not light in the sight of God,' aiouse the feai-a of a young 
woman, and cause her to shriek foi merty 

"At the dispensation of the Lord's Supper theie were 
deep and solemn feelings, more so than I e\ ei witnessed 
here; and I believe God's children felt that they were 
seasons of special and real fellowship with Jesns. When 
the sessions met for the final examination of the candi- 
dates on their knowledge and Christian experience, one of 
the elders, seeing among them a child of twelve yeai-s, 
said, ' I have great doubts about the propriety of admitting 
any so young.' — ' Well,' said I, 'we must wait till we have 
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examined them, and judge of them individually by their 
anawei'S.' One after another appeared before ne, till it waa 
the turn of that little girl ; and when she had replied to 
the usual doctrinal and experimental questions, it was an 
impressive sight to see the tears trictling from the eyes of 
the eldera ; while the one who had made the above remark 
stood up, and, with deep emotion, declai'od that now he 
could say nothing against it. We have agi-eed to observe 
the Lord's Supper quarterly for the time to come, instead 
of half-yearly as heretofore. 

The Prostrations. — " For a time we had, both at the 
ordinary service of the Sabbath and the meetings during 
the week, a great number of bodily prostrations. They 
were not produced by crowded meetings ; our church holds 
about nine hundred and fifty persons, and there were rarely 
more than six hundred present. Nor by heat ; many of 
them occnn-ed in. the open air, in the cool of the summer 
evenings ; some of them in the fields, and some by the 
road-side, as parties were retui-ning home at midnight, and 
some in theiv own houses. There was nothing unusually 
exciting in the sermons. They commenced hei-e while I 
was preaching an old sei-mon, delivered years before to my 
former charge without producing any visible effect, and to 
which, from want of time foi- preparation, I was obliged 
that day to i-esort. Indeed, many of the sei-mona I preached 
last summer had been delivered elsewhere without exciting 
any emotion. I believe that in most cases the pi-ostration 
was the result of deep anxiety about the sou!, and con- 
victions of ein, which had continued for days, weeks, or 
even months sometimes, until they reached the climax of 
intensity, and then burst forth in cries and tears, when the 
body sank under the excess of emotion. 

" Some of those prostrated did not appear to have felt 
any particular anxiety before they were stricken. They 
had come to the meetings through mere curiosity, and were 
not at the time under any convictions of sin. Sometimes, 
wheu I examined them aftcrwai'ds on the subject, they 
24 
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could not recollect that they had ever been thinking either 
of their siua or theii' souls when they were prostrated. 

2?te Old Profession but SypocHay. — "Many of those 
affected were already, some for manyyeai's, communicants; 
hut they have confessed that they had previously only a 
form of godliness, in which they rested, while they felt not 

its living power. E. 3- is a respectable farmer, of 

good moral character, father of a family, and long a chnrch 
member, leading, as men wonld hitherto have said, a con- 
sistent life. He was stiicken in his own Louse while read- 
ing his Bible — came to meeting a few evenings after — 
told the people that, as his neighbors, they all tnew him, 
and were aware that he would not, for any considei-ation, 
have opened liis mouth among them before ; but that he 
felt constrained to speak to them; declared that he had 
regarded himself as a veiy good Chiistian, but had now 
been made to feel that his former profession was only 
hypocrisy, and that he had till then experienced no real 
spiritual danger; but that he blessed God that He had 
given His Spirit, and opened his eyes, and enabled him to 
cast himself as a guilty sinner upon the merits of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Some Stricken who were in Christ before. — "It was not 
the unconverted alone who were thus stricken. When 
many wto had, I firmly believe, closed in with Christ 
before, beheld the joy and love of the young converts, so 
far sui-passing anything they had themselves experienced, 
they longed to attain a similar state of feeling, and desired 
to be stricken as the most likely means. They came to 
regard the prostrations as a mark of God's special favor — 
supposed they were being passed by in His day of gracious 
visitation, and thought they could not be His children in 
reality unless they were affected like the othei-s. Many 
of them, in spite of the remonstrances addressed to them, 
thus wrought themselves into a state of deep anxiety, and 
were actually prostrated. Sometimes their experience, 
while affected, was very similar to that of the UBCon- ' 
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verted. Frequently, It was almost wholly joyful and 
triumphant, 

Tlte Tempter's Wiles. — " While some Christians have 
received a lavge accession to their spiritual joy, and were 
gladdened by nowonted consolations, others, as well as 
some of the awakened, have been assailed with sore temp- 
tations. One man was for weeks in a state bordering on 
distraction, being tempted to think that he was utterly 
forsaken of God, and frequently to donbt the very existence 
of Jehovah. A young woman one night had the question, 
' How do you know there is a Christ f ' injected, as it were, 
into her mind. It recurred to her ^ain and again. Do 
what she might, she could not get rid of it. Even in her 
prayers the question would be rung in her ears, 'Where is 
the use of praying, if there is no Christ?' Sometimes 
when she applied to God's Word for relief, she could not 
lay hold of a single promise. Sometimes a single text 
formed her sheet-anchor. For weeks this continued, till 
it was feared her mind would give way under the straggle ; 
bat now, I am thankful to say, she is greatly better, and 
able to lay hold of Jesus as her Saviour. We have had 
several such cases, some of them most remarkably resem- 
bling the temptations of John Bnnyan, as recorded in bis 
'Grace Abounding.' 

"At present, we have not by any means the same liveli- 
ness which we had some months ago, even among true 
Christians ; and those who only experienced passing con- 
victions are going back to then- old sins. Still, I have 
every reason to believe there has been a most genuine 
work of grace in many hearts, whose fruits will never pass 
away ; and on conversing with those who have, I trust, 
been savingly impressed, I find that they continue in a 
tender frame, and are diligent in the discharge of their 
personal and social duties. 

"I cannot look back upon the remarkable events of the 
past summer but with the utmost thankfulness. We always 
believed in the necessity of the Sjiirit's work, but we have 
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now seen the wondrous difference which His presence 
makes upon the whole face of tho spiritual world. When 
He is absent, Ciirietlans are cold — ordinancea powerless 
— sinners immovable and dead — wickedness prevalent. 
Wlien He cornea in His love, and grace, and power, God's 
children are lively, tender, loving, fervent, zealous, labori- 
ous — the meana of grace prove effectual to the salvation 
of multitudes — hypocrites are unmasked — the careless 
alarmed and aroused — souls qnickened and saved — the 
ungodly fly to Jesus 'as a cloud, and as doves to their 
windows' — and iniquity, abashed, hides its head. May 
the experience of the past stir us up to desire a continued 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and to wi'eatle with a 
prayer-hearing God, and give Him no rest until He has 
given ua not only such gracious showers as we have had, 
but poura floods upon the diy ground; yea, until he has 
baptized the whole world with the Holy Ghost and with 

One of the many places early visited in County Deny 
was Moneymoi-e, whei'e the work' of revival commenced 
in the beginning of June. The flret case was that of one 
who was a noted di-unkard in the neighborhood ; who, as 
often as he had occasion to visit any of the neighboring 
towns, was, before he left, confined in the "locfe-np" for 
his immoderate use of ardent liquor. After being pros- 
trated several liours, he attained true peace, and ever since 
he has been a new man in his entire habits and character. 
The manner of hie countenance is altogether changed, and 
it weai-8 an aspect of pecaliar sweetness to this day. 

Kot long after, another, who had been addicted to the 
same vice, was stricken, who, during his weakness and dis- 
.treas, was ministered onto by the individual above men- 
tioned ; and when he also found the Saviour, he expressed 
his sense of the attention shown him, by affectionately 
embracing him who had bent over him and spoken words 
of comfort during his sore agony. 

At an open-air assemblage, one evening, on the "Fair 
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Hill," among those affected was a young woman, who took 
the earliest opportunity of declaring her state of mind to 
the Rev. Dr. Barnett, in a letter which she put ioto his 
hand, and of which I subjoin an exact copy, with this only 
difference, that the orthography is coiTected. It will be 
seen that the grammatica! structure might be also im- 
proved, but on this I make no change whatever. The 
writer was an Episcopalian. She is now a member of Dr. 
Barnett's congregation : 

" June 27, 1839. 
" I who have been in darkness and in sin all my life long, 
and a rejecter of the Most High and His blessed word ; 
which word, by the preaching of one of these young con- 
verts, and the blessing of God, and of His Holy Spirit 
accompanying it to my heai't, has brought me from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto Glod. 
When that powerful voice cried, ' Stop ! ' the light of His 
righteous law discovered to me my sin, and I saw I had 
been a transgressor from the womb. My conduct appeared 
had, and I feared the consequence ; but when the hidden 
depravity of my heart waa revealed, and the fountains of 
the great deep pit of corruption were broken up, I died. 
Before, I endeavoi-ed and strove to do something for relief; 
but now all was in vfwn. All was over; hope expired, 
self-despair seized me, misery surrounded me, gloom spread 
its honlble wings over me, and despaii- of mei-cy looked in 
upon me. In this condition I lay at the door of mercy, 
like another poor Lazarns, full of soi'es, panting for a crumb 
of mercy, if a crumb might be sijared; and in this ease I 
was when He was pleased to speak pardon to my soul, 
peace to ray conscience, and joy to my heart. And never, 
never can I foi'get the sweetness of His mercy, but shall 
often with pleasure sing — 

' Sweet was the horn I ft-esdoin felt, 

To feel my Jeans mine ; 
I view bis lovely fa<«, and melt 
In i>lea!'m'o all divine.' 
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"I therefore praise Gocl for giving me to know what it 
is to be boFQ of the Holy Spirit, aad what pruyer is. It is 
not words out of a book, but it is the desire of the heart. 
It is my desii'e now to take up the Holy Bible, and pray 
that the Holy Spirit may bring it home to my heart with 
refreshing streams of mercy. I also pray that all uncon- 
verted people, and all Protestant ministers who do not 
believe in this blessed work of the Holy Spirit, may be 
converted and believe. 
" To tlie 8ev. Dr. Eaenett." 

The Youths' Meeting. — The only other incident con- 
nected with the work in the same neighborhood, that I 
shall introduce, is a peculiarly touching one, as follows: 

A young lad, aged seventeen, who had been brought to a 
knowledge of salvation at Colei-aine, where he had been in 
a mercantile establishment, came on a visit to his friends at 
Moneymore. During the seven days which he spent there, 
he called together seven others, Ma young associates, with 
whom he regularly spent some portion of every day in 
prayer. The last evening of his visit, they met aa nsual, 
and were addressed by him with deep solemnity, when all 
at once six of the seven fell down, imploring mercy. It was 
not long till they all rose rejoicing, and then, addressing 
him who alone remsuned nnmoved, they appealed to him, 
and said, "And ai-e you the only one among us who wi!l 
put Christ to shame?" when, overcome by their fervent 
expostulation, he also cried out, in tlie same manner as the 
rest had done, for mercy. Of these seven youths, five aro 
Presbyterians, and have since joined the communion of the 
church. The other two are Episcopalians, and, I believe, 
have also witnessed a good confession. All are reported 
as consistent in their deportment; and he who was the in- 
strument in drawing them to the possession of like precious 
faith, has the joy unspeakable of regarding them as given 
to his entreaties and his prayers. 
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Not far from Moneymoro, the place last mentioned in 
tlie preceding chapter, is the village of Oiiitor, of which, 
in connection with the revival, there is one notable iudT 
dent, which may not he omitted here. It may properly be 
entitled 

The Hevival in the Fair. — In the beginning of the 
month of June, there is an annual fair at Orritor. It is a 
kind of Donnybrook in miniature, and has ever been re- 
gai-ded by the well-disposed as a grievous nuisance, injuri- 
ous alike to morals and rehgion. Thither, accordingly, the 
idle and the profane have been in the habit of resorting 
from year to year, and there they met with those attrac- 
tions which best accorded with their depraved taste and 
desii-e, — the show, the licensed drinking- tent, the gaming- 
table. It was a scene where Satan held high festival, and 
whence a noxioiis influence was difiused over the whole 
neighborhood. The Rev. W. Wray, the Presbyterian min- 
ister of the place, resolved, during the period of the revi- 
val, when an unwonted seriousness and awe pervaded the 
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community, to grapple with this established and ^gantic 
evil. He took occasion, accordingly, to announce on the 
Sabbath previous that divine eervioe would be held in the 
church at a period when he knew the fair would be at its 
height, and its frequenters would be in the very heyday of 
theu" boieteroas revelry. About two hundred persons, at 
the hour appointed, assembled for i-eligioys exercises, which 
were continued in the church till about three o'clock. By 
that time, some of his brethren from the neighborhood, 
whom the worthy pastor had invited to come to his aasiat- 
ance, had arrived. It was then at once resolved to meet 
the advei-sai-y face to face, and on his own ground. The 
congregation was immediately dismissed, and marching to 
a field hard by, the ministere in front, they took up a posi- 
tion right in the camp of the enemy, theii- numbers having 
so ranch increased on the way, that when the service w:is 
i-esumed, they were as four to one, compared with those 
who remained in the fair gi'ound in the purauit of " vanity." 
The motley congregation thus atti-acted, were held atten- 
tive to the word of truth for houra together; and before 
they separated, eorae had given way before the higher 
power which lighted down upon them, and the noise of 
riot and dissipation was hashed before the agonized and 
despairing cry for mercy. Many, in other years, had taken 
their first step at this country fair on the downward couree 
of ruin ; but a far different experience is associated with 
its last gatherings, for tliere are those in that neighborhood 
who will never cease to tliink of these as marking a new 
era in their history ; even the period when they forsook the 
way of sin and folly, and entered on the path to life and 
immortality. 

"Among the many individuals of whom I could speak 
as dating their fii-st serious impressions from that day," 
says the minister of the place, " thei-e is a man in connec- 
tion with my congregation who was a notorious drunkard. 
On eveiy occasion that could furnish him any excuse, he 
indulged in the inebriating beverngc; so that he brought 



I ./Google 



THE WORK m COOKSTOWN. 285 

on his children poverty, on bis wife misery, and on himself 
disgrace. And such a state of things would, doubtless, 
have continued, had not the Spirit of the living God 
brought him to see the evil of drinking; for, to use his 
own words, 'thirty ministers could not have effected the 
slightest change. I would have listened to them, but no 
sooner out of sight than I went my own way, I saw not 
the evil of drinking, and regretted it not, but only the mis- 
chief which I did ichen dmrtJo? This man is now steady, 

— not only so, but is quite an advocate for total abstinence, 

— attends regularly on public worship, has prayer-meet- 
ings in his own house, and contributes of his substance to 
the cause of God." 

In the districts adjacent to that last mentioned, there 
has been a great awakening, with corresponding results. 

"If," says the Rev. J. P. Wilson, "we take a district 
four miles round Cookstown, hundi-eds have been added 
to the communion of the church. Family worship has 
been established where, it was never observed before ; 
people come out to the house of God in greater numbers, 
and listen with more marked attention; district prayer- 
meetings are multiplied ; drunkards have been reformed ; 
and neighborhoods have totally changed their character. 
Drunkenness and blasphemy Lave gi'eatly diminished; 
though, as the larger part of the popnlation is Roman 
Catholic, and therefore disposed to mock at the revival, 
we need not be surprised to find cases of drunkenness 
before our magistrates, or to hear the awful oath from 
some as they return from market. 

" We have had some extravagances here ; but the people 
have settled down to an earnest, sober, prayerful use of 
the means of gi-ace ; and, whether we look to old men of 
seventy, seeking to be numbered among God's people, or 
to the large number of young persons who wait with 
regularity on instruction in converts' classes, or to the 
numbers whom we know to be diligently and prayerftilly 
studying the Word of God, I believe that conrei-sion and 
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humble walking with Gto<i were never prospering more 
than they are at present," 

To the same effect writes the Rev. J. K. Leshe : 

"I am now busily engaged visiting in the country; and 
the downright reality of the gloiiows i-evival is demon- 
strated in the extraordinary transformation of character 
which I witness in many families, who, from being the 
most careless, are now ready for every good woric. I 
never enjoyed such real pleasure from any former visita- 
tion of my people. Nothing amazes me more than the 
number of the prayer-meetings that are established every- 
where tbroaghout the conntiy. Neither my brethren nor 
myself have had anything to do with the foi-mation or 
sustenance of them. All false delicacy and shame are 
laid aside in matters of religion, and men and boys that 
could not be induced to pray before othei-s, now do so 
with effect and profit. 

" There has, no doubt, been largely intermingled with 
the work of God much both of man and the devil's work, 
that was calculated to do gi'eat evU ; but the fears I at one 
time cherished on this matter have to a gi-eat extent been 
agreeably disappointed, and I am now strongly impressed 
with the conviction that permanent spiritual good will be 
the result. Of the stricken ones, while some have ended 
in temporary conviction, I fully believe the great majority 
were either cases of conversion, or the revival of genuine 
Christians. Many have received much spiritual profit 
where no physical manifestation took place, and I am 
every week learning new instances of this sort. The 
mind of one individual gave way under intense convic- 
tion, but is now perfectly restored. The 'gi'eat fear' 
which was upon the genei'al population is now passing 
away, but I trust the good work is still progressing. On 
last Sabbath evening I was privileged to witness as i-e- 
freshing a scene as I have yet seen, at a service I conducted 
in Lord Castlestuart's private chapel." 

Among the extravagances above referred to as having 
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created considerable anxiety at one period in thisneigh- 
horhoocl, I may notice 

A Case of ^Prophesying^ as it was believed in for a- 
time, which, in connection with some othei-s of a like chai-- 
acter, was calculated to bring much discredit upon the 

There was a young man, of great appearance of sanctity, 
who so impressed the common people of the district by 
the conviction of his insight into fiitmity, that they unhes- 
itatingly gave themselves up to bis prophetic influences. 
It was his practice to announce to certain individnals, 
either in person or by delegation, that their days were 
numbered, and that at such and eucb a period they wonM 
cease to live. These intimations, accredited alike by the 
nnhappy subjects of them, and by the general community, 
wei-e calculated, as will at once be seen, to raise an intense 
excitement throughout the whole neighborhood. On one 
occasion, at a meeting of his adherents, the "prophet" in- 
timated to them, that, to the hiimber of seventy, they were 
divinely commissioned to proceed successively to a certain 
house, and each was to announce to its occupier that within 
a fortnight from that date his life should come to an inev- 
itable end. The effect of such a visitation, at a period when 
the public mind was intensely ronsed, was, in the case of 
him to whom the seventy messages, accompanied with 
awful ad-monitions, not unmixed with teare and cries on 
hia behalf, were addressed, almost enough to bring about 
the predicted issue, A meeting was held, at which the 
subject of the pre-intimation was, for the last time, to 
Iiave prayer offered on his behalf; as, if he did not then 
obtain peace and salvation, his destiny for eternity was to 
be regarded as irrevocably sealed. The time had aiTived, 
and all were in grave expectancy, when uprose an intelli- 
gent and pious layman, and opening the Bible, he read 
aloud the statements therein contained bearing on the 
character and exposing the pretensions of false prophets; 
;md as he read he enforced his argument, mixing up, for 
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an hour together, scriptural exposition with vehement ap- 
peal and scathing denunciatioua of the man who dared to 
affect a knowledge of the secrets of the untnown future, 
while the auditory were spe!!-bound by his aitless elo- 
quence. When he had concluded, the pretender to the 
prophetic gift stood up, and in a tone of deep humiliation 
confessed tliat he had been all the while deceiving him- 
self and othera. Those who had been the dupes of tlie 
delusion lool^ed on in blank amazement and dismay ; find 
on theii- "chief" making acknowledgment of his delin- 
quencies, their eyes were at length opened to the full 
extent of their own folly and infatuation. His prophesy- 
had come to an untimely end, and Cookstown and 
its neighborhood were no more deluded by the pretended 
inspiration. 

From the many incidents and oases supplied from other 
districts in Tyrone, I can only select the following : 

'■'■Rapt .Eamestiiess^^ on the Sahbath. — "Sabbath, the 
17th of August," says the Rev. Jolin Maxwell, of Biigh, 
"was a remarkable day. During the opening prayer, I 
felt myself carried away in a sort of i-apt earnestness, 
such as I never experienced before, a long continuance of 
which my body, a good deal worn at the time, could not 
have borne. For a time there was a strange, solemn still- 
ness over the congregation, — there high breathing, and 
there a suppressed sigh or groan, there a scream, — and in 
a few moments the whole house one scene of indescribable 
commotion, with every conceivable manifestation of re- 
li^ous feeling. Respecting that wondrous scene, I will 
only aay, that almost eveiy member of the congregation 
to whom I have spoken about it, described himself as 
being the subject of some overpowering emotion, such 
as none had ever felt before, and varying in character 
according to the spiritual character of the individual." 

The Movable Tent. — "In our district," writes the Rev. 
J. M'Askie, of Clogherney, "where a prayer-meeting haa 
been held siace the month of June laat, the attendance 
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was 8o great that no place couM be found largo enough to 
contain the nuinbcrB of all denominations who flocked to 
it. They erected a tent, which is movable, and which, 
with a barn to which it ia always attached, holds about 
four hundred, I have seen five hundred crammed Into it 
on one of the coldest nights during the winter, and stand- 
ing for three hours, listening with the most intense atten- 
tion to the preaching of the Word." 

Things Brought to Mememirance. — "I mention," says 
the same minister, "the case of an amiable young ^rl, as 
one of the most striking fulfilments of the promise, ' He 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance,' it has been my privilege to witness. She was 

stricken at a meeting in B , with some others. When 

returning to consciousness, or, rather, when recovering the 
use of speech, — for she appeared to he totally unconscioas 
of the presence of any one, as she lay with eyes turned up 
to heaven, and fixed, — for about four hours she continued 
repeating sermons and other addresses delivered by myself 
during the previous month. In many instances she re- 
peated whole passages of them verbatim. Pausing at in- 
tervals, she would exclaim, ' Oh, what have I not heard ! ' 
and then she would resume the repetition of some striking 
passages, with a fluency and an accuracy that were per- 
fectly astonishing. But what struck me most in her case, 
was the readiness with which memory called np those por- 
tions of the Word of God most suitable under her own 
peculiar circumstances. Not lees than one hundred Scrip- 
ture texts wei'e repeated, and sometimes half a chapter at 
once, with the greatest accuracy, and all bearing upon her 
own case I ha\e hadfiequent opportunities of conversing 
with her since, -md, what is ^ ei y strange, many of the pas- 
sages in the sermons so fluently repeated that night seem 
to be quite forgotten, and the portions of Scripture sho 

could not lepeat with the same accm-aoy. E, J is one 

of the happiest of Christians" 

At Castledi,ig there w ta t great awakening. From the 
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outset, tho Wesleyan and Pi-esbytertaii ministers cooper- 
ated in the movement, especially at the evening meetings 
which were held in the open sur dnring the summer mouths. 
Having at a subsequent period had occasion to visit tlie 
place,' in connection with the opening of a Presbyterian 
church, I had an opportunity of witnessing a pleasing in- 
stance of the harmony existing between the membera of 
these denominations. The church-going habits of the peo- 
ple were so increased by the revival, that, in anticipation of 
an attendance at the dedication service beyond what the 
new structui-e could possibly accommodate, the Wesleyan 
brethren had made an offer of their chapel, wliich was also 
filled on the day in question by a respectable audience, 
while another minister, who had been provided in the 
event of such a necessity arising, ofiiciated. Although the 
population is chiefly agricultural, the amount raised, so far 
as I can i-ecollect, was about £130, 

The revival in this neighborhood had an unwonted 
origin, the agents being not the stated ministei-s or visitors 
of the usual class from the awakened districts, but com- 
mei-cial travellers, whose business had brought them to the 
village through some of the towns of Derry and Antrim. 
"All of these pei-sons," says the Rev. John Crockett, " saw 
and bore witness to the gi-eat change wrought in the 
hearts of those with whom they were brought into con- 
tact. Some of them, who had themselves become the 
subjects of this change, were led to stop in our town over 
Sabbath, and being of our communion, attending our 
services on the Lord's day, and being known to us, an 
opportunity was given them to speak to the people after 
service, and thus to relate what they had seen in others, 
and what they were made to feel in themselves. This 
practice was pursued for two or three Sabbaths in my own 
and the neighboring congregations, and contributed very 
much to produce deep and serious impressions on one and 
all of us. About the middle of the month of August, Mr. 
Ai-mstrong,Mr.Love, and myself, joined with the ministers 
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of the Wesleyan Methodists in holding an open-air service 
every Sabbath evening at five o'clock, in a field, procured 
for the purpose, adjoining the town. The attendance was 
large, say from three to four thousand. For a time all that 
could be noticed was a deep seriousness, and an unwilling- 
ness on the part of many to depart when the service was 
over, which was not before the shades of the evening had 
set deeply in. On the fourth evening of our service, the 
assembly was visibly moved ; many cried for pai-don of ein 
in great bitterness of heart, and some were prostrated and 
carried off the field by their friends to some place of quiet- 
ness; and eveiy succeeding evening, so long as this sei-vice 
was continaed, whicli was for sis or eight Sabbaths, the 
power of God was manifested on many. The persons af- 
fected at the meeting were met with by the pastors of the dif- 
ferent congregations at their i-eapective places of worship, 
and were ministered unto till a late hour. At none of these 
meetinffs was there anything said particularly/ exciting, 
with the exception of two or three occasions, when some 
young men who were introduced, spoke, perhaps rather 
pointedly, to the feelings, and in a way calculated to pro- 
duce great terror." 

Referring to some who had been the subjects of prosti-a^ 
tion, Mr. Crockett states that "stubborn and self-willed 
servants" evinced subsequently much the same temper as 
before. He accounts for this lai^ely by their ignorance ; 
as, even when anxious for the glory of God and the good 
of others, they did not well know how to set about it. He 
states also that he has found a great unwillingness in many 
of them to receive instruction. " They are full of a desire 
for prayer and singing the praises of God ; while, at the 
same time, they are careless of contemplating the truth as 
it is in Jesus, Such cases, however, so fai- as I can judge 
of the work generally, are exceptional ; the greatest readi- 
ness being, for the most part, evinced by those who were 
previously ignorant, to be instructed in the gospel. 

"It is no exaggeration to say," continues tlie iiarriitor, 
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" that the attendance at our houses of worahip ia double 
what it was last year, and that attention to the services 
of the Banctnary fills every heart. There is a new feature 
naanifeat in our asaemblies, — the people evidently come to 
hear, and to leai'n, that they may obey. On tiie last ad- 
ministration of the sacrament in our congregations, there 
was at least one-third of an addition to our communicants' 
roll, and this increase consisted principally of yOung con- 
verts. Prayer-meetings are in active operation in our 
bounds, and there is not anything connected with the 
whole movement so astonishing as the fervent, eloquent, 
and well-conceived prayers put forth on these occasions 
by young converts, whose education and opportunities for 
mental improvement have been so limited. A few Sab- 
baths ago, I made an appeal to my people for some money 
to procure a congregational libraiy, that knowledge might 
be increased among our young, and I waa met in a way I 
did not expect : all were inclined to give. Had the sub- 
ject been mooted among ua some years ago, not one in 
twenty would have responded to the call. It is true, the 
excitement which was manifested some months ago has 
subsided, but the work, nevertheless, manifests progress ; 
and in different families I can detect palpable evidence of 
its good effects. For example, femily woi'ship is now more 
the rule than the exception, and other duties may be said 
to keep pace with this ; and, happily, it cannot be said that 
there is one case of backsliding among all the awakened 
in the neighborhood. In short, let men say what they 
may of this revival, or let them believe what they will con- 
ceniing it, one thing is certiun, and that is, that a gi-eat and 
glorious change has taken place here among the whole 
Protestant population. All in their respective spheres are 
ceasing to do evU, and learning to do well. 

"There is one thing connected with this movement that 
I have not seen noticed; it is this — and I aayit in no sec- 
tarian spirit — that it appears to be very much confined to 
the localities in which Prcsbytcrianism abounds. We are 
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on the borcleFS of Fermanagh, a Protestant county, but 
originally settled from England, where the principles of 
our polity are scarcely known, and other forms of Protes- 
tantism prevaU. Now, eveiy effort has been made by our 
Methodist brethren, who were very succesBful among ua, to 
cari-y the work into Fermanagh, bat hitherto to no purpose. 
I mention the fact, because to me it appeai-s somewhat 
strange." 

The town of Strabane is' one of the most considerable 
and impoi-tant in the county to n'hicb it belongs. No great 
excitement took place among its population, although the 
most salutary effects are observable among thera. The 
naiTative which follows, therefore, may be regai-ded ae a 
description of the work in a community in which there 
■was an absence of many of those 'features which usually 
characterized it. It has been supplied by Mr. J. G. Clarke, 
a licentiate of the Pi-esbyterian Church, who gave his best 
assistance to the movement ; 

" Iramedi.itely after authentic reports had reached ns in 
Strabane of the Lord's work in Deny and Coleraine, a 
united meeting for prayer waa held in the Town Hall, 
which was so crowded on that occasion, that many who 
arrived late were obliged to go away, for want of accom- 
modation. After earnest prayer by one of the ministers 
present, several addresses were deiivei-ed, followed by 
prayer ; and an accoant of what was going on in Cole- 
i-aine was given by one who had been an eye-witness. 
Nothing remarkable occarred; but a feeling of deep so- 
lemnity and intense interest evidently pervaded the assem- 
bly. One or two other meetings of a similar kind were 
held in the First Presbyterian Chnrch, after which it was 
thought advisable to hold open-air meetings. Accordingly, 
about ten days after the first meeting, an open-air united 
meeting for prayer was commenced in one of the enclosed 
mai'ket-places of the town. Tiie hour was eight o'clock in 
the evening, and the exercises continned usually from an 
hour to an hour and a hiilf ; after which nn adjourned meot- 
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ing was held in the Second Presbyterian Church, which was 
close at hand, when those who were desirous of it had an 
opportunity of joining in devotional exercises for an hour 
or moi-e, as the occasion required ; hut in no case was it 
considered advisable to hold protracted meetings, or keep 
the people to an nnseasonahle hour. At the conclusion of 
each service, a considerable jiumber of anxions inquiiei-s 
remained to speak with the ministers present; but as this 
arrangement was found to be inconvenient, it was aban- 
doned for the more convenient one of moraing classes, at 
suitable hours, for inquirere. 

" The open-air meetings were most encouraging. They 
were attended by hundreds, evening after evening, without 
any apparent diminution of interest, until the shortening 
evenings of autumn compelled us to give them up. 

"Besides this evening open-air meeting, there was one 
held every Tuesday, the market-day of Strabane, in the 
same place, from twelve to one o'clock. This was attended 
chiefly by the country people, who Lad come into town to 
attend the market, but who gladly snatched an hour from 
the busy day to devote to eternal interests. Many wei-e 
assembled long before the appointed time, and it was inter- 
esting to see others eagerly gathering around as soon as 
the voice of praise proclaimed that the exercise had begun. 
All lifted their voices with earnestness in the praise of God, 
and silently,but solemnly, joined in the prayere offered up 
to' the throne of mercy. This meeting was most numer- 
ously attended, as many as seven or eight hundred being 
present on some occasions; and it was ascertained that at 
almost eveiy meeting some bad been awakened to anxiety 
about salvation. This meeting was kept up weekly until 
near the middle of October, when the inclemency of the 
season put a stop to open-air services. 

"Except at two meetings near the commencement of the 
i-evival, the services of convei-ts were not in requisition. 
The meetings were in every case presided over by minis- 
ters, elders, or other experienced Christian laymen some- 
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times leading in prayer. In conducting them, ministers of 
cUfFerent evaagelioal denominations in and around Stra- 
bane — including tiiose of the General Assembly, Reformed 
Presbyterian body, and Methodist persuasion — heartily 
concurred. I am sony to add, that I must except tlio 
Episcopalian ministei-s, who have stood entirely aloof here 
thronghoat the whole movement, though numbers of their 
people have taken a deep interest in the revival, and at- 
tended the prayer-meetings with great regularity. 

" It may be asked, Wliat are the remdts of the movement 
here ? This is a question by no means unimportant, as 
many have supposed that, because we have had little or no 
excitement, there has been no good accomplished ; an 
inference which is altogether unwaiTanted, as the few facts 
which I now give will show. 

" 1, The work has assumed a steady, peraianent form, 
and therefore the more likely to take a deep hold on 
the minds of the community. There are now congrega- 
tional prayer-meetings established in the two Presbyterian 
churches in the town, and a union weekly prayer-meeting, 
conducted wholly by the Presbyterian ministers. It is 
always well attended, and most interesting from the ear- 
nestness and attention manifested by the people. It is 
attended by members of the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, 
and Methodist communions. 

" 2. There is a largely-increased and earnest attendance 
on the Sabbath services of the sanctuary. Before this move- 
ment reached us, it was no unusual thing to see empty or 
partially filled pews in the house of God on the Sabbath. 
Now, however, it is quite different. No longer is the 
minister's spirit depressed at the desolate appeai'ance of 
vacant pews, or his heart grieved by the apathetic appear- 
ance of listless hearers. The services of the sanctuary have 
evidently assnmed a reality and importance altogether 
unusual. They are no longer a piece of dull routine, or 
cold formality. In beholding the marked attention of 
those assembled in the house of God, one is forcibly ro- 
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minded of Isjuah's prediction regardiug gospel days — 
' The eyea of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears 
of them that hear shall hearken,' The interest in mission- 
ary operations has greatly increased ; a practical proof of 
thia is affoi'ded by gi-eatly enlarged contribntaons to the 
different mission schemes of the church. A desii'e for 
God's o\m Word has been excited. At no former period 
were there so many copies of the Scriptures sold at the 
Edinburgh Bible depository as daring the past year, and 
those precious books are not bought for mere show; they 
are searched in private, and read statedly in families where 
previously the worship of God was imknown. Family 
worship has largely increased. 

"3. Many district prayer-meetings have been established : 
some in town, conducted chiefly by young men whose 
hearts God has lately opened ; othei-s in the country, some- 
times pi-esided over by ministera, when they can spare time, 
but generally by the elders of the district. 

"4. There has been much hopeful work among the 
young. While we have reason to believe that God has 
touched some of the old, yet lie has been dealing chiefly 
with the young, a considerable number of whom, we trust, 
have been turned to the Lord. 

" Thus it will be seen that we have not been unblessed. 
Did we, indeed, estimate the good done here by the amount 
of excitement produced by the revival, the sum total would 
be small indeed. But we adopt no such criterion. Past 
experience has demonstrated the fallacy of such a test. 
The Spirit of God works as a sovereign, ' dividing to every 
man severally as He will ; ' and we see no reason why He 
should not deal with communities as with individtiais, 
rousing one with a voice of terror, and drawing another 
with the gentle voice of entreaty. In this latter way may 
He not be dealing with us here ? Some among us, it is 
true, have passed through deep mortal conflict, and others 
ai-o still under sharp convictions ; but, except in a very f&w 
cases near the outset, we have had none of those 'pliysio- 
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logical accidents' which formed such a marked and promi- 
nent accompaniment of the revival elsewhere." 

The Rev. James Gihson and the Rev. William Russell, 
the ministers of the Presbyterian Church in Strahane, the 
former of whom was only settled there in September last, 
confirm all the statements made in the preceding commu- 
nication. 

I must reluctantly pass over districts in Tyrone, again 
refeiTing for details to the Appendix. 
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I SHALL confine the naiTative of the work in this county 
principally to the statements inmisbed by the ministers in 
ite two principal towns, Armagh and Lnrgan, introducing 
the latter first, as it was first visited. 

" A work of preparation for revival," says tlie Rev. lowry 
E. Berkeley, "had heen in progress at Liivgan, as else- 
where, for years prior to 1859, Here the Bev, Thomas 
Millar, publisher of the Tracts for Ireland^ lived and 
labored. The ' healing leaves' had been scattered on every 
side. Sabbath-schooJa bad done much for the instiiiction 
of the young. A goodly number of earaest Christians 
were here, who continued In prayer and supplication, ex- 
pecting a blessing; and they were not disappointed. 

.'■The Synod of Belfiiet met in May 1859. The inter- 
esting statements made tbei-e by difierent ministers, of what 
they had seen and heard, were noted, and the substance 
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of them brought before tho people. A feeling of expecta- 
tion tbat God was about to visit the land began to prevail. 
Soon after came the news of the great revival begun in the 
north-west. I shall not soon forget the profound impres- 
sion produced upon a crowded congregation by the read- 
ing of a letter, on a Sabbath about this time, from an elder 
in Faughanvale, the congregation to which I formerly- 
ministered, in which he said, 'I have glorious news to tell 
you. God has been pouiing out His Spirit, night and day, 

in lai^ abundance here Let the whole congregation 

of Lnrgan pray for the people of Faughanvale, that God 
may continue and increase His blessed work among them.' 

The First Convert. — " Early in June, Christian people 
of different denominations in town manifested a desire to 
come together for prayer, flret in tiie different congrega- 
tional prayer-meetings, and afterwards in a neutral place, 
at the dinner-hour of the working classes. These meetings 
were but begun, when a licentiate of our church was one 
night called out of bed to see a young man in a lodging- 
house, a stranger, who wished to talk with a Presbyterian 
minister. The people of the house thought he was beside 
himself. It was a cose of true spiritnal conviction. Next 
day he was rejoicing in Jesus, and making Him known, by 
writing letters to his friends, and by the work of tract dis- 
ti'ibution. 

" I was WMting, on the 20th of June, about to enter 
that mid-day meeting for prayer, when a member of my 
congregation accosted me, and requested that I would visit 
Ins eon, who was in much distress about his soul. I went 
accordingly, and sueh agony! Would that all who think 
sin a triHe had seen it ! In a few days he, too, was looking 
to Jesus, and beginning to labor for His glory. 

'■^Neither J\fad, nor Wicked, nor Ignorant?^ — " Some 
weeks after, calling on a family where correct views were 
not held of the nature and necessity of conversion, ' the 
revival' was the subject of convei-satinn. A lady present 
pronounced it all excitement, and, 'at any rate, it was 
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confined to the lowest and most ignorant of the people,' 
I mentioned that the first case I had visited was of a very 
different kind, stating the circuniBtanees, ivithout any 
name. ' He must have been very wicked,' said a young 
lady present. 'No ; he was one of the most amiable and 
moral yonng men in Lurgan,' ' Well, he was mad,' was 
the rejoinder of another. ' Nay, he was perfectly sober in 
his mind, but he felt an awful load of sin.' ' He must liave 
been very ignorant, not to know that the " blood of Jesus 
cleanseth from all sin," ' said a third, ' That will not ac- 
count for it cither,' I said, ' for he is one of the best in- 
stracted pereons I know — well acquainted with his Bible, 
and able to teach others also.' Theii- philosophy waa 
utterly at fault. The thing was unaccountable to them. 
Whea will people, living amid the liglit and privileges of 
the gospel, with the Word of God in their bands, leara 
that ' except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God'? 

^irst United Meeting. — " The first meeting for united 
prayer in which any of the Episcopal ministers took pai-t, 
was held in the Presbyteiian cburoh, on the 28th of June, 
Hitherto the brethren had rather kept aloofj doubting tbe 
real character of the movement ; but from this period their 
doubts seemed to vanish. At that meeting, one public 
conviction took place. It turned out a case, as fai' as man 
could judge, of real converaon to God. The court in which 
the individual who waa the subject of it dwelt, resounded 
for many days with the voice of singing and prayer. It 
had produced a solemnizing effect upon the whole neigh- 
borhood, and it became evident that If Satan was working, 
it waa for the ovci-throw of his own kingdom. 

The Work in the Pastor's Absence. — "I left for the As- 
sembly in Dublin on the 4th of July, having made arrange- 
ments for the meetings during that week. On Tuesday 
evening the second meeting for united prayer, in which all 
denominations were represented, was held. A student of 
theology addressed it. There were six cases of public con- 
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vietion. On tlieii- way home, and after reaching it, many 
wei-e brought to their knees. The nest day the people 
were giving way in all directions. No meetings had beea 
announced for that evening; bat the young people, and 
others, assembled voluntarily, iilled both tlie school-rooms 
as well aa the church, and continued till two or three 
o'clock in the morning in singing and prayer. On Thurs- 
day it was the same. United exercises wei-e almost im- 
possible. Every pew was a prayer-meeting. Some were 
prostrated under agonizing conviction ; othera were rejoic- 
ing as having found Jesus. As in Israel of old, it was 
almost impossible to ' discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of the people.' It is believed 
that hundreds were impressed during those two nights, 
and many of them ti'nly converted to God. The laboi-s of 
the Rev. Matthew Murphy, the licentiate previously re- 
ferred to, on this occasion and subsequently, were emi- 
nently useful and much blessed. 

Me is Summwied Some. — "From him I heard, whilst 
attending the sittings of Assembly, of what was going on, 
and concluded at once that duty called me home. I had 
left on Friday morning, before a telegram arrived con- 
veying the anxious wish of some of my people for my 
return. Tbey feared that excitement was going too far. 
They knew the inflammable materials by which we were 
surrounded. The enemy would speak reproachfully, if 
any occasion should be given. The multitude came 
together that evening as usual. I had gathered up, as fiir 
as possible, the counsels of the brethi-en, as expressed in 
the conference at the Assembly, and was prepared to aot 
upon them. The people wei'c exhorted and prayed with, 
and those who had found Christ were advised to 'go 
home to their friends, and tell them how great things the 
Lord had done for them, and how He had compassion on 
them.' With difficulty tbey were pei-suaded to disperse ; 
and after the church was closed, many assembled in the 
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school-rooms acljoining,' and continued for a time in de- 
votional exercises. 

The New Scenes he Witnesses. — "The next evening 
there was a delightful meeting, composed veiy largely of 
those whose heai-ts God had touched. Some of the con- 
verts prayed. After a short service, those aDxioue ahout 
their souls were invited to remain for converaation. 
Almost all waited. Every pew was again filled with 
mourning or rejoicing. Those who had found Christ wei'e 
inviting others to come to Him. I walked about among 
them for an hour, speaking a word here and there, hut 
specially intent on obsei-ving what waa passing. It was a 
scene over which angels must have rejoiced. Such godly 
sorrow! Such love to Jesus i Such simple gospel- 
preaching! Such fei-vent prayers! In one pew I ob- 
served a man sitting, apparently under deep conviction, 
whilst a lad of fifteen or sixteen yeai-s of age was standing 
with outstretched arm preaching to him Jesus. ' You liave 
only to look to Him, and he saved. Is it possible you 
will not trust in Jesus ! ' Out of the mouth of babes 
praise was perfected. 

"The next day was the Sabbath, and a high day it was. 
The courts of God's house wei-e crowded. I read the 
second chapter of the Acts. 'No,' said a woman to her- 
self, as I read on, ' I am not drunken,' and she bowed 
down on her knees in the pew, pouring out her heart to 
God, and had shortly to be removed. Another, in the 
gallery, cried aloud to God ; but the sin^ng of a psaim 
quieted the people, and left time for her removal also. 
At the close of the service, a young man was helped out, 
whom I found shortly after, in the school-room, in a very 
agony of prayer, wi'estling with God, and asking helj) 
agiunst Satan. He continues steadfast in the faith and 
hope of the gospel. 

Glasses and Meetings. — " From the first I had classes 
for inquii-ei-s and, converts, which were gi-eatly needed and 
much blessed. At the close of every prayer-meeting (and 
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tliey were held in the eharch five evenings each " 
during the months of July and August), pei-sons s 
about their soula were invited to remain, and warning, 
instruction, and eneouragement were given as might be 
required. Many meetinga for prayer, conducted by mem- 
bers of the church, were at the same time held throughout 
the countiy. These still continue, to the number of about 
twentt/ each week. They are well attended, and have 
helped greatly to confirm the souls of the disciples. 

The Country Districts. — " The movement passed from 
one part of the country round here to another, and in ■ 
some places, of course, the impression was more marked 
and manifest than in others. I remember one day, in the 
beginning of harvest, driving out to see a person in a 
mral district. No work was being done in the neighbor- 
hood. The people were gathered in groups on the public 
roads, literally walking, and leaping, and praising God, or 
assembled in their houses engaged in exercises of devotion. 
Ho manner of labor was being attended to, thougli the 
fields were white to the harvest. The concerns of the 
sou! and eternity were occupying exclusive attention. 

Awful End of a Mocker. — ".While there, I was infoi-med 
that a young woman had died suddenly in the neighbor- 
hood. The statement, too, was, that she had mocked at 
the revival. I went and inquired. She had walked out of 
the house in her usual health about two o'clock in the day, 
had fallen down a perch from the door, was caiTied in, and 
in a few minutes expired. I inquired of her landlady as to 
the trnth of the stoiy of her mocking. ' Why, sir, I did 
hear her say,' speaking of those who had been stricken, 
'that she hoped if she would fall down, she might never 
rise.' This providence produced a very solemn impression 
in the neighborhood. 

"Yet here, as elsewhere, excitement was often carried 
too far. To this I attribute very largely the repeated 
strikings down, as well as the dumbness and visions with 
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which many wei-e visited. There were very many csisos of 
all these in the neighborhood. 

"A young woman — not a member of my congregation 
— whom I was called to see, and who had been repeatedly 
etiicken, gave me a very simple and natural account of tho 
matter. ' I was stricten,' she Baid, ' and then I found peace. 
Afterwards I did not live as I ought, and I could not go to 
class-meeting and say I had peace, when I had not. So I 
wished to be stricken again, to see if the same feeling would 
come back.' la it wonderful if one going, weak in body, 
and in that state of mind, to a crowded meeting, conducted 
.ifter a certain fashion, should be completely overcome, and 
again prostrated ? 

Treatment of the Visions. — "The dumbness and the 
visions continued among us for a time, though in hardly 
an instance was a Presbyterian thus affected ; but as soon as 
the people were taught that no reliance could be placed on 
such things, — that the former, in pailienlar, was an afflic- 
tion, and an evident indication that excitement was being 
carried too far, — they totally disappeared. These things 
were among the chief hinderances to the progress of tho 
work here. The question with many for a time became — 
' Is such a one really seeing these visions ? ' instead of the 
pei-sonal question — 'What must I do to be saved?' and 
the opponents of the work were led to doubt or deny tho 
veaiity of the whole movement. 

I,ife from, the Dead. — " But who that goes among the 
people now, and compares their present state with what it 
was even twelve months ago, can deny it? I see places 
where all was then dead, cold, and careless, now filled with 
earnest, living Christians. I can point to this and the other 
family whose home is a Bethel, where formerly no voice 
of praise or prayer ascended to God. I see numbers of 
young men, fonnerly given up to sinful pleasures and ex- 
cesses, or at least stupid and unconcerned about spiritual 
and eternal things, now living aa disciples of Christ, and 
for tho glory of God. The cause of tcinporanco has been 
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greatly advanced. Party spirit has much diminished. Re- 
li^ous magazines are circulating in hundreds, and sup-, 
planting mischievous ' light I'eading.' Christian libei'ality 
is greatly increased. Believei-s have been wonderfully 
quickenecl. All that we have seen leads us to look, and 
long, and labor, and pray for a larger fulfilment of the 
promise, 'I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground. I will pour my Spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thinfe ofispring.' 

The True Instrument. — " What we have seen of late 
should lead ns to have more fiiith in the Word of Grod as 
the insti'ument of conversion. I meet a young man on a 
Sahbath afternoon going ont to conduct a prayer-meeting. 
I inquire as to the change that has passed upon him, and 
how it has been effected. He says it was just the hearing 
of that chapter read about the man who ' had his dwelling 
among the tombs, and no man could bind.' ' When I heard 
it,' he says, 'I at once Siud, That is my case; and I went 
home and read it again, and prayed to God that Se would 
bind me; and- He has done it.' The tvutli of God is 
mighty, when applied by the Spii'it to the pulling down 
of strongholds. Let ua read it as God's word, and expect 
the reading as well as the preaching to be a means of con- 
vincing and converting sinners, 

"And, above all, let us depend on the Holy Spirit to 
give efficacy to the word. Under His power the hardest 
heart can be melted, and the proudest spirit subdued. Let 
us leam the privilege and the power of prayer, and be 
among the number of those who keep not silence, and give 
God no rest till He establish and make Jerusalem a praise 
in the eai-th." 

Through the kindness of the Bishop of Dom'o, I have 
been favored with extracts from letters, in reply to late 
inqairies, addressed to some of his clergy, as to the "pres- 
ent effects" of the revival. The following is fi-om the 
Rev. Thomas Knox, rector of Lurgan, and is dated 16th 
April, 1860 : 
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" 1st. Congregation 8, both in church and at cottnge lec- 
tures, greatly increaaecl. The increase is composed, in a 
great measure, of young men and women who were formerly 
indifFerent to spiritual mattei-s. 2d. The conimunieanta 
nearly doubled, and from the same class of persons. Sd. 
Adult classes have sprang up, of pei-sons anxious for 
instniction. 4(A. A young men's society, established by 
the exertions of my curate, the Rev. T. Cosgrove. They 
assist in distriot-visitings, and distributing tracts that we 
supply them with, I may also add, that a more religions 
tone peiA-ades the entire neighborhood. Drunkenness has 
declined, and we have observed no case of relapse in those 
who had really been affected at the period of the revivah 
Two or three Roman Catholics who had then joined our 
congregations have been with us ever since, and are daily 
studying Scripture and attending the classes. These are 
the principal features. We require accommodation for 
five hundred more, at least, in the church, which I hope 
will be ready for them in about eighteen months." 

The following, also dated. l6tb April, is. from the Rev, 
Heni-y Muiphy, rector of Magheralin, in the same neigh- 
borhood : 

"It affords me the most sincere jjleasure to be able to 
say that the effect produced among us answera to tjje 
' cause.' There is a hungering and thirsting after the word 
of God, as is clearly evidenced by the full attendance on 
every means of grace. My church was built to accommo- 
date iive hundred ; it is full every Sabbatli morning (yes- 
terday thei-e were five hundred and thirty-one) ; and the 
evening congregation averages three hundred — (it used 
to be forty or fifty). I have two evening sei-vices dur- 
ing the week; one in a school-house, which is always 
crowded ; the other in the church, which is attended by 
a steady congregation of between three and four hundred. 
Before this religions awakening (about three yeara ago), I 
commenced an evening sei-vice in the village; but after 
some time I discontinued it, because I could get no attend- 
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ance. Now, had I a service every evening in the week, I 
could command a meeting. Besides all this, morality, in 
every sense of the word, is the order of the day. The 
change, indeed, is a mighty one." 

The Arcki^iscopcU City. — It was not till the middle 
of August that the city of Armagh was visited by the 
gracious movement. For at least two months previously, 
it had been anxiously anticipated. Meetings had been 
held, and persons from other districts liad been specially 
brought to narrate something of the scenes in which they 
had themselves shared ; but no appliances of this descrip- 
tion seem to have had any place assigned them in connec- 
tion with the awakening in Armagh. In passing through, 
a few days after the " outhorat," I found the brethren in the 
very midst of the new duties then imposed upon them. It 
was on the Monday morning, and the Presbyterian, W«s- 
ley.on, and Independent ministers were met in prayerful 
conference with reference to the work in which they all 
had shaved, I had met one of these friends— the pastor 
of the Independent church — about a month before, in oar 
own town, where he had come to beg a visit of Mr. North, 
then in the midst of us; but that eminent evangelist had 
his hands too full to admit of his nndertaking any addi- 
tional engagement. But now the set time had come, and 
all were encouraging one another in their common Lord, 

Among the earliest incidents of the revival in Armagh, 
the following is related by the Rev. J. R. M'Alister, re- 
specting a scene of awakening in a daily, and also in a 
Sabbath school : 

"One morning, a little girl, about eleven years old, en- 
tered into my daily female school, lifted up her hands and 
clasped them, saying, ' Oh 1 I have found Jesus ! I have 
found Jesus!' There was no minister present at fii-st; 
thero had been no address delivered to children. The 
words of the child kindled the flame, and in a few minutes 
a wail of soiTOW ascended to heaven, that alarmed the in- 
habitants of the surrounding houses. As T passed along 
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the street, a boy came in breathless haste to mo, aiifl ssiicf, 
< Come, sir, oome ! the girls in the school are all crying 
for mercy.' When I entered, some were lying on the floor, 
some in the arms of the teacher, some in the arms of the 
monitor, some in the arms of other children ; floods of tears 
were flowing; confession of sia was fi'eely made from, little 
broken hearts ; cries for mercy to God ; sap plications for 
Jesus to come and save tliem ; earnest prayers for the 
Holy Spirit to come and take the stony heait out of them, 
and give them a heart of flesh. A similar sc^ne occurred 
in my Sabbath-school. Many were stricken down in an 
hour or two. It was a solemn, a gi-and scene. Yonng 
peraoQS of both sexes, from twelve to twenty-two yeai-s of 
age, awakened, ^onizing under conviction of sin ; lifting 
up their hands to heaven ; fixing theb eyes upon Jesus ; 
confessing their transgressions, — one saying, ' I am lost ! I 
am a child of the devil ; for I have told lies, and the devil 
is the father of lies,' — another exclaiming, 'Ah! I have 
mocked Jesns! ah! I have mocked Jesus!' — another, 
' What a hypocrite I have been ! ' — many from time to 
time praying, ' Loir] ! for Jesus' sake have mercy upon 
me;' ' Lord, open the door of my heart and come in ! ' 'O 
Jeans, wash me in the fountain of Thy blood ! ' etc., etc. ; 
the ministera and Sabbath-school teachers moving amidst 
them ti'availing in birth till Christ would be formed in 
them ; praying with them ; singing over them, and direct- 
ing their souls to the great Physician ; others coming, see- 
ing the wonclrons work of the Lord, retm-ning to their 
homes to render themselves up to God." 

The Rev. Jackson Smyth has furnished me with the fol- 
lowing narrative of the work as it came under his inspec- 

The First Moved in the Congregation. — " The first 
moved in this congregation was an interesting young 
girl, whom I met in the street one day, weeks before there 
was any ptiblic manifestation in the city. I spoke to her, 
on meeting her, and her eyes filled \vith tears. ' What is 
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the matter ? ' I said. Her lips quivered, her chest slightly 
heaved, and the truth flashed upon my mind. Whereupon 
I added, ' Ave you in conceni about your soul ? ' — ' Tes, 
sir,' was ssud with deep feeling. ' I shall visit you in the 
evening ; ' and I did. No one in the house knew her state 
of mind, as she did not make it known. Her sister won- 
dered that I had all at once taken to visit tho family every 
day, when I had never visited in the house before. These 
visits continued two weeks, when one day I entered, and 
there was a calm, sweet expression in her face, which told 
of joy within, 'What account have you to give of your- 
self to-day f ' — 'I am happy in Christ ; and, ob ! what 
happiness ! ' ' The revival has commenced in Armagh,' I 
mentally excMmed, and thanked God, Weeks afterwards, 
on calling one day at tbe house where this interesting girl 
lives (it is a business house), I said to her, 'Now that you 
have tasted that God is gi-acioua, what would you think 
of holding a prayer-meeting with your companions every 
night before going to bed ? ' — ' We do that, sir,' was the 
reply. One after another, the young persons in that house 
were brought to the Lord, till no fewer than seven gave 
clear indication of hopeful conversion. There was not a 
case of prostration in the house at all, 

T/ie Work becomes FuUic. — " By-and-by, the work be- 
came more public, though there had been a falling off in 
the attendance at our prayer-moetings. There was an im- 
pression abroad, that God was not going to visit Armagh. 
One evening, as we assembled for prayer in the church as 
usual, the pews were almost empty. I made a few remarks 
in reference to our wonderful position. Like Gideon's 
fleece, we were dry, while all around the eai'th was watered. 
But I concluded thus : — ' God has already blessed us in a 
silent way, and He will further bless us. If tliere are ten 
praying people in the city, God will revive His work; and 
I know there are more than ten.' A brother minister rose, 
read a chapter of IsaJah, commented veiy briefly on it, and 
giivc out a psalui. As he sat down, I whispered to him, 
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'I see a young man under deep conviction of sin in one of 
the pews ; he will cjy out veiy soon.' When the singing 
ceased, the wail rose up to heaven, ' 0, Jesua ! have mercy 
on my soul! ' A new thing this, in the city of Armagh ; 
and the few in the church exhibited strong sensations. 
Another voice was heai'd, in the gallery, crying loudly for 
pardon and acceptance with an offended God. The revival 
"" had come!'' That first young man was a Sabbath-school 
teacher, but his teaching had been hfeless till then. Kow 
he teaches with all his soul, and he haa been blessed to the 
convereion of many. 

Crying for his Sins. — "This fii^t-frwit of a public man- 
ifestation of the power of God's Spirit, on the following 
Sabbath evening held a prayer-meeting in a private honse, 
out a little distance in the country, where there were two 
or three cases of ' striking.' Being membera of my con- 
gregation, I called on Monday to visit them. Two were 
rejoicing intensely — a girl of about eighteen yeai-s of age, 
and a boy of about twelve. While I sat, a little boy of 
five years of age came up and leaned against my knee. I 
thought this a veiy unusual thing, for, having come re- 
cently to the city, I was quite a stranger. Taking up the 
little fellow on my knees, I said, 'Well, my boy, do you 
know anything of Jesns?'— ' Yes.' — 'And what do you 
know about Him?' 'He paused, and then his mother 
spoke. 'John (the boy's name) was out yesterday even- 
ing in the comer of the adjacent field, when Mr. H. was 
holding a prayer-meeting there. We heard bitter crying, 
and thinking John was hurt, I ran quickly out. He was 
coming tow.ii'ds the door, screaming piteously. He threw 
himseif down at the side of the wall, and continued to 
cry veiy bitterly. In a little, I heard him utter the word 
"JesMS." No one disturbed him then. When he had 
cned for a length of time to Jesus to take away his sins, 
he paused, rose up, wiped his eyes and cheeks hurriedly, 
and ran wp to me {his mothei') and kissed me rapturously. 
Frcacntly ho ran out, and entered a house hard by, and 
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asked a little playmate if he would come and " cry for his 
sins." His companion wsis indifferent, wondered what it 
all meant, and stayed where he was. John i-eturaed, and, 
commencing to weep, exclaimed, "T. J. will not come and 
cry for his sins." ' 

" Whilst his mother was giving me this narrative of the 
evening before, the little fellow sat on my knee with a set- 
tled calm in bis face, which spoke volumes for the truth of 
Christianity as it is in Jesus. Desirous of ascertaining the 
certainty of the boy's conversion, I called on the following 
Tveek to make inquii-y. 'What about John?' — 'He has 
been very quiet during the week, giving no trouble in tho 
house aa he used to do, but he is very cheei-fiil. He attends 
the prayev-meetings in the houses around, and is veiy at- 
tentive.'— 'Does he pray at home?' — 'Yes,' — 'Is it only 
the prayer he used to repeat as a matter of form ? ' — ' No, 
he uses words of his own.' By this time all the children 
in the house had been convinced of sin, with one excep- 
tion (a Sabbath -school girl). ' Last night,' oontinnod his 
mother, ' when I was preparing him for bed, he ran away 
fi-om me, and knelt down and prayed, "O Jesus, come and 
pardon the sins of father, and mother, and Charlotte.'" 
That boy has been most consistent in his demeanor ever 
since, and is no doubt a trophy of grace, one of those of 
whom is the ' kingdom of heaven.' 

The Convert Girl on the Steamboat. — " The eldest girl 
of this femily had occasion to go to Scotland shortly after- 
wards. On board the steamer she met a sister convert. 
They sat down on deck, as the boat cut through the waves, 
and the stars of heaven were twinkling overhead, and 
commenced to sing a sweet psalm tp.^he God of the sweet 
singer of Isi-ael, They attracted part of the crew, who 
assembled round the ' hymn-singers,' in that strange place. 
One gruff 'Jack' ordered them to desist. He hated the 
music, because it was sacred. They did desist. But it 
was not chance brought them there. M. W. spoke to the 
surly sailor. It was so sweet, so pathetic, so arresting, that 
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he did not dare to stop hor; nor did lie turn away. It was 
about his soul and the Saviour she addressed him. He 
listeneil, and became intei'ested, absorbed. His eyes filled 
with tears ; they flowed. He spoke ; he remembered 
days gone by, when he had heard such tilings before, but 
he had long forgotten them. She pressed home Sci'iptui'e 
argnments, heart arguments. The sailor spoke of mercy 
and pardon, and hearing there was pardon for such as he, 
for 'the blood of Jesus cleanseth us from all sin,' he di-ew 
a bottle fi'om a pocket in his rough jacket, and flung it 
overboard, exclaiming, ' What a vile sinner I have been ! 
Never more shall I take that cursed thing, strong drink. 
The Lord enable me to live to Him hencefonvard and for- 
ever!' Probably we may hear no more of the results of 
that interview till the books shall be opened. But one 
must feel that in the conversation of that young girl, a 
wave of influence oommenoed to flow, which will never 
cease till it strike against the shores of an eternal world. 
She has been conducting meetings among young pei'sons 

of her own sex, ever since, in the town of D , in 

Scotland. 

Scene in the Retirin-g-Toom. — "The good and glorious 
work went on. One day, in the church, when I had tei-- 
minated the morning devotional exercises, and was about 
to commence the exposition of my text, a person cried 
aloud for mercy; then another, and another, till about a 
dozen left the church, or were helped to leave. When I 
left the pulpit, it was to witness a touching sight in tlio 
I'etiring-room. There were seven of a family all kneeling 
together — the father, a godly man, and who had been so for 
many years; two daughters, already Christians, and the 
other four crying for mercy. The scene j-ose to the grand 
and sublime, when one of the boys arose trusting in Christ, 
and the father embraced him as a new-bom babe in Jesus, 
and then the other immediately afterwards. These boys 
have been steady Christians ever since. There was another 
group, consisting of two young ^rla, one only about nine 
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yeavs of age, kneeling together. The younger had said, 
on entering the Sabbath-achool that morning, 'I am just 
a week old.' She had been converted the Sabbath before. 
Now she was kneeling, pi-eaching Jesus Christ to the dis- 
tressed soul of a yonng Sabbath-school companion. In 
another part of the room was still another group. Two 
girls who had been Unitailans, and had come with their 
parents to the neighborhood of Armagh, were convinced 
of sin, and foand peace in the lord. Tears must have 
gushed forth from the most obdurate to witness the affec- 
tionate embrace of those poor girls, now children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. Their subsequent history 
furnishes a memorable instance of the power of pr.aycr. 
Theii- mother had not been regular in attendance on the 
public means of gi'aoe, and there was no family altar ever 
erected to the Lord in their home. These girls forthwith 
commenced the blessed exercise of prayer and. reading 
God's Word in the family. They condacted this exei-cise 
in turn — one in the morning, the other in evening. This 
continued for some time, till at length the mother became 
interested. She came out to attend a meeting in a country 
house where I preached. On the following Sabbath she 
came to church — was forced to cry out — remained in 
distress for hours — at length departed to her home, where 
she soon enjoyed repose in Christ, and now is not ashamed 
to assist her daughters in their hnmble yet acceptable ser- 
vice of a kind and gracious God, through Jesns Chi-ist our 
Lord. 

The Youth who had his I*lans Xaid. — " There is con- 
nected with our Sabbath-school one remarkable monument 
of sovereign grace, A young man who had been a lover 
of such society aa Is fearfully destnictive and subversive 
of the principles of all true religion and morality, became 
convinced of sin, and was led to cry, ' What must I do to 
be saved ?' Happy to know it, I seized every opportunity 
which presented itself to talk with him. At length, ono 

day, meeting him in the street, I said, ' J , what do 

27 
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you feel the relation between your soul and God to be to- 
day?' — 'I am a sinner, but a pardoned sinner,' said he, 
' washed and redeemed. Oh t truly I am a sinner j-cscued 
from destruction, a brand plucked from the fire. I tell 
you now, sij', that I had intended shortly to leave the city, 
and I not only meant to live a careless life, but I had ac- 
tually wicked plans laid otti for mysdf for life. I bad 
never true enjoyment on the Lord's day till the last, for I 
had tbe laxuiy of knowing what it ia to do something for 
my Saviour in the Sabbath-school.' Since tlien, he has 
been a devoted teacher. During the harvest, he met, one 
night, one of his quondam boon associates as he passed 
along the street. 'Hilloal' said his old friend, 'is it 
you?' and proceeded with a volley of raillery, which sobered 
down into a reference to former times. ' Those times are 
gone forever,' said our Sabbath-school teacher. The other 
made a reply derogatoi-y to religion. 'I am changed,' 
continned tbe convert ; ' old things are passed away. Come 
with me, and through Jesus Christ I will do you good. If 
not, we mast part, for I cannot go your way;' and they 
parted, for they were clearly walking on different roads. 

The I>ying One Revived. — "I might go on multiplying 
instances of those who have come under my own obser- 
vation in this locality, as giving indication of hopeful con- 
Tei-sion to the Lord, and many of God's people have been 
revived, in the proper sense of the word. A young woman 
was dying of consumption. She was, as I believed, a ripe 
and exulting Christian. She began to talk of the revival 
in the city. Every day brought her fresh tidings of new 
conversions; and one morning she said to her mother, 
'Dear mother, I should like to have a visit fi-om God's 
Spirit, like I hear othei-s getting.' — 'My dear,' said her 
mothei", ' is the Holy Spirit not sanctifying you ? Do you 
not trust in your Saviour?' That day I was sent for to 
see M. S. ' Come quickly, she is ill.' As I was engaged at 
the moment, I could not go. In ten minutes a messenger 
knocked, entered, and said : ' Mrs, S. would be glad to see 
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3'ou instantly. Her daughter is dreadfully iU.' I left all, 
and went to the house. I found the young woman sitting 
up in the bed, or rather, held up by ber mother. Her eyes 
were full and red. Her cheeks, before pale and haggard, 
were now swollen and livid. She was crying for pardon, 
and she cried until she induced hfemoiTbage of the lunga. 
I spoke to her of the Saviour — Hie work, His promises 
and invitations. She was too weak to answer, except an 
occasional word, and this was of ber sins. Asking her 
mother to lay her down on the pillow, I took up Grod's 
Word and read to her of the Savioiir, and then offered up 
prayer. She lay calmly for a while, and then a smDe 
played sweetly on ber countenance, and she said, ' Oh, 
why did I doubt? Why did I disti-ust my Saviour? He 
is ever the same. I see Him now to be lovelier than ever. 
Oh, to be ever with the Lord !' Why did she doubt ? It 
was a case of mei-e doubting — nothing more. She was a 
child of God before ; but God's Spirit seemed to be working 
her sanctification, and ripening her rapidly for gloiy. In the 
couree of two days the news came in, ' M. S. is dead.' ' Not 
dead, but sleepeth.'" 

In the month of September a great meeting was held, in 
tbe open air, in the neighborhood of Armagh, at which 
fully three thousand persons were present. This meeting 
was addressed, among othei-s,by the Hon. and Bev. Baptist 
Noel, who made a tour of the greater part of Ulster about 
that time. " Considerable emotion," says the Rev. R. 
Wallace, of Tottenham, who was present, "soon began to 
evince itself in the meeting, and during the day many (as 
many as sixteen came under the personal observation of 
my friend and fellow-traveller) men, women, and cliildren, 
were sti-uck down, and forced to ciy for mercy ; in all, thei'e 
were about thii-ty such cases on this occasion. I sat on 
the platform, and bad a commanding view of tbe counte- 
nances of the people during the whole of the service. The 
excitement was at its height during the address of a young 
convei't, as he detailed God's dealings with himself, and 
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earnestly besought all heariug him to flee from the wrath 
to come, and lay hold on eternal life. And what struck me 
most of all was, not the case of those who were prosti'ated 
and forced to cry out for mercy, but the case of those who 
sti'uggling to conceal their convietions, and 
a the rising emotions of their hearts. In many 
cases I saw the big tear roll down the man or woman's 
cheek; and I saw strong men seeking to conceal their 
feelings by hiding their faces in their caps and hats, and 
leaning upon one another, as hardly able to stand before 
the preacher's woi-ds and appeals. And from what I be- 
held of this sort, and from the general solemnity and seri- 
ousness which pervaded that meeting, it is my conviction 
that the number of peraons struck down bears no propor- 
tion to the number of those who were really smitten in 
heart, truly convicted of sin, and made to cry out, although 
silently, 'What must we do to be saved?' 

" The speech of Mr. Moore, of Ballymena, struck me as 
particularly calm, discriminating, excellent, and forcible. 
He faithfully warned the audience against trusting in the 
mere physical manifestations or effects, and confounding 
them with convei-sion." 

Memories of the Year. — The Rev. Jackson Smyth thus 
closes his naiTative ; 

" There are many sweet reminiscences of 1859, which a 
minister of the gospel can never forget. How many 
expressions of trust in Christ! How many outpourings 
of the desires of the soul for pardon I How many naive 
expressions of confidence — gentle, child-like assurances 
of trust in a kind heavenly Father, and deai' and loving 

"I asked one poor Sabbath-school ^rl, lying in bed 
rejoicing in the Saviour, but exhausted in body after her 
severe conflict, 'What she thought of Christ regarding 
His willingness to save sinnei-s ? ' Her answer is sublime 
in simplicity. ' He is just as happy in my eye as I am in 
His, that He has saved one other poor sinner.' In asking 
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her again whether, in the midst of her soul-agony, she felt 
as though she would i-ather be spoken to and prayed with, 
or be left alooe, she replied, regarding those under con- 
viction in general, 'Just let them and God deal for it. 
God will take His own time, though all the world were 

" "Let the world jndge as it may, there is a glorious 
reality in the revival of 1859, The effects ai-e visible. 
The races here, it is estimated, were not attended by more 
than one-fifth of the number on former yeara. Women 
have been redeemed from the paths of shame and infamy; 
the lips of eweavers have been sealed ; the cup of the 
drunkard has been broken; and the churches have been 
filled. 

" With regard to intemperance, the officer whose duty it 
is to fill d/runken cotmnittals in the city, told me he did 
not fill a single one yesterday, the day after Christmas. 
Formerly there were many. ' Oh that men would pnuse 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to 
the eliildren of men ! ' " 

The following brief statement, by the Rev. J. D. Martin, 
of Tullyallen, may be taken as a specimen of the work ia 
the rural districts of the same county : 

"On Sabbath, the SOth June, 1859, the Rev. S. J. 
Moore, of Ballymena, came to preach the anniial sermon 
on behalf of the Sabbath-school Union in this quarter, at 
Tullyallen. The services commenced at five o'clock, p.m. 
The audience was large, amounting to several thousands. 
Strong men trembled ; faces gi'ew pale ; many could 
scarcely reach home, when the services were ended, through 
weakness and anxiety; and many, as they went, were dis- 
posed to retire to some solitary place to pray. Such was 
the state of feeling produced on such a multitude in a few 
minutes. This was surely the powei'ful work of the Holy 
Spirit as on the day of Pentecost. That meeting was 
kept up for several houi-s, and was addressed by the min- 
istei's of the neighborhood, who wero present, Prayer- 
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meetings were appointed during the week, and on the 
next Fiiday evening a large number attended. Dni-ing 
the services, fifteen ot twenty were impressed, or stricken, 
crying aloud for mercy. The work of revival had now 
come. 

" The attention of the community was qnite arrested, 
and the people spake of little else but the revival. The 
business of the world was, to a great extent, laid aside; 
religion seemed to take its proper place — the flrat place; 
the salvation of the sowl seemed to be the one thing need- 
ful; many almost foi^ot to take their regular food — 
became pale and weak. Their great anxiety appeared to 
be 'What must I do to be saved? ' 

" Stated meetings weeldy have been kept up in our 
church now fov six months — well attended — and at most 
of these, for months, the cry for mercy was often heard. 
The outward manifestations have now nearly ceased, but 
the work of the Spirit is going on steadily and quietly. 

"To describe the various states of mind of those on 
whom the Spirit operated, would require much tiroe. Bat 
in general these were strong convictions of sin, a deep 
feeling of the teiTOi-s of the law and of the lost state of 
the sonl, overpowering frequently both mind and body; 
an apprehension of Christ as the Saviour, and an earaest 
desire to obtain Him ; a spirit of prayer in an extraordi- 
nary degree ; a willingness to submit to Christ ; a trusting 
in Christ for salvation; and joy and peace of a high 
character. 

"In all eases which have been considered genuine eon- 
version of sinners, or revival of saints, there seems to be a 
much gi-eater hatred of sin, .tnd guarding agdnst it, and a 
delight in and attention to religion. Is not this the work 
of the Spirit of God ? " 

Subjoined is a touching instance of the power of prayer 
in the case of an entire household. It is supplied by the 
Rev. Geoi-ge Neabitt, of Tartaraghan, also in County 
Ai'magh : 
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"A pious mother, in very humble circumstances, began 
early last snmmer to spend an hour daily in prayer for a 
revival in her family, and in our congregation. Her eldest 
boy, about sixteen, one Monday moniing in September, 
after ahe had been thas engaged, came off his loom and 
went to hia kneea. A few minntes after, her aecond boy 
was found on his knees in the cow-house- They prayed all 
that day and the following night. I heard some of their 
petitions: '0 Lord, come intQ my hard heart. Pat in 
Thy hand by the bole of the door, and open for Thyself, 
Jesus ! Wash me in the fountain of Thy blood, not my 
hands and my feet only, but my heart and my soul. O 
Thou that manifested Thyself unto the Hebi-ew children 
in the fiery furnace, manifest Thyself unto us this night as 
our reconciled Father. We have sinned against gi'eat 
mercies and privileges, and are not worthy to be called 
Thy sons; oh, make us as hired servants 1' One found 
peace on the following day ; the other, not till Saturday 
night. Three little brothers have been brought to Christ 
since. The youngest, who will not be nine years of ago 
till March, was on his knees almost incessantly for sixteen 
days. His mother has been asked to pray with him three 
times after the family retired for the night, and often she 
lifted him from his knees to persuade him to take food. 
Not one of the five boys was ' stricken,' and all had been 
in conviction a number of weeks before their distress was 
perceived by their parents." 
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Space will not admit of a prolongation of this narrative. 
And in the case of the thvee counties which yet remain to 
be noticed in connection with the progress of the move- 
ment, I must select, out of the materials at my disposal, 
only a slender portion, referring, as before, to the Appendix 
for a condensation of many similar contributions. The 
subjoined account of the awakening within his own bounds, 
is written with much simplicity, and yet with a vividne.ss 
that invests it with a genuine interest, by the Rev. Andrew 
Long. The place ^ Monreagh, a rural district in Donegtd, 
a few miles from the city of Derry, 

" In no congregation in this district hae the Lord wrought 
more marvellously. The full tide of the river of God, which 
was passing over our land, reached us about the middle of 
June. We had most interesting meetings, in the open air, 
on June 14th and 21st. Another, in our church, on the 24:th, 
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when about twenty souls were savingly impressed. An 
inSdel would have seen that the Holy Spirit alone was 
working there. One young lad had gone a few yards fi-om 
the church, when he stood, and said to his mother, 'Mamma, 
I cannot go further; I must turn ba<ik and speak to Mr. 
Long.' He remained in the vestry with the othei-s, for a 
considerable time wrestlmg with God in deep distress. As 
yet, however, it was the day of small things with us. 

Scenes in the Church. — " On the following Lord's day, 
June 26, we enjoyed showers of blessing. The scene 
which took place baffles description. The church was 
ci'owded to suffocation. I preached from the words, 
'Thou restrainest prayer before God" especially with 
reference to the outpouring of the Spirit in answer to 
prayer.^ God strengthened me as He never did before, for 
the services of that memorable day ; but I know it was in 
answer to many prayers, and especially those of some of 
our new-bom souls who were heard pleading for me during 
the day. I never witnessed such deep solemnity. The 
exercises had almost closed, when one person fell out of 
her pew upon the aisle, the door being open, and shrieked 
loudly for mercy. In a few moments about twenty were 
prostrated, in different quartera of the house. And then, 
what a scene ensued 1 Relatives, in groups, carrying their 
stricken ones into the adjoining vestiy; multitudes weep- 
ing, and the whole congi-egation moved and excited, as if 
the judgment day had come. I came down from the pul- 
pit in order to keep the passage to the vestry clear, when 
just behind me, a young female, a member of the congre- 
gation, whose heai-t the Lord had touched in Deny, lifted 
up her hands, and in an unearthly voice addressed the 
assembly, thanking God that the flood of God's Spirit had 
not passed us by unvisited — telling of her love to Jesus, 
and entreating those who were looking at salvation from 
afar, to come to the precious Saviour and be reconciled to 
God. iShe would not take ten thousand worlds for Jesus. 
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I — not ItD owing what to do — permitted her to address 
the congregation for a few minutes. The heavenly light 
■wbich had been Imparted to her mind beamed through her 
countenance. And she who, a few days previous, would not, 
and could not, have ventured to apeak one word for Christ, 
was not ashamed now to lift up her voice like a trumpet, 
and, out of the abundance of her heart, to urge the thought- 
less sinner to fly from the wrath to come. Her simple ad- 
dress was certainly the most- touching and telling appeal 
to which I have ever listened ; and the entire scene was 
iinlike one of earth. Many a stont and stubborn heart, that 
had hitherto resisted the Holy Ghost, was compelled to 
yield. I had often read of the prostration of the convicted 
leper, but I never witnessed a facsimile of it until that 
day. A strong young man was on his knees, in deep men- 
tal agony, refusing to be comforted, pressing his very face 
Tipon the dust of the vestry floor; and in this position he 
remained for several houi-s. In eveiy part of the church 
there were broken-hearted penitents on their knees, plead- 
ing for mercy; and at the same time, not a few hardened 
sinners were looking on and wondering. But at length the 
feelings of many gave Way, and the big tears rolled down 
many a wrinkled cheek. 

In the Open Air. — " In the evening I held a meeting 
in the open air, about a mile from the church, and ad- 
dressed an assembly of two thousand, fi-om Acts svii. 30. 
There were three converts from Deny present, — a porter, 
a tailor, and a sailor. The fomier said, in his own tender, 
simple, touching manner: 'I am but a poor porter, earning 
nine shillings a week, for drawing my handcart through the 
streets of Dcrry; but I would not change my situation for 
that of the richest among yez, if you have not got Christ.' 
The tailor, in offering up a short prayer, said, ' Lord, have 
mercy on thf«e poor smners who do not care one happorth 
about then" souls.' 

In the Church again. — "At this meeting a few were 
awakened ; and at its close, a great number flocked to the 
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church, though it was now nine o'clock, aud remained there 
till next morning. There was one great-grandmother pres- 
ent, and several grand-parents were rejoicing over their 
penitent offspring. And, oh, the buraing worda of some 
who had obtained peace, as they addressed God in prayer ! 
It was a joyous time. The countenance of one girl was 
truly angelic, as, looking up, she ponred forth her gratitude 
to God, and gave Him the gloiy, crying, 'Precious Jesus! 
lovely Jesns I sweeter to me than honey and the honey- 
comb!' Similar expressions might have been heai'd ringing 
through the sanctuaiy at intervals, as the parties found 
peace and joy in beUeving. One person, aged fifty-five 
years, arose, and said, in a loud voice, that he never had a 
family altar- in his house, bat he would go home and erect 
one, and keep it up till he would die. It is now nine 
months since, and be is still faithful to his vow. One little 
girl of eleven said she would not take a hundred guineas 
for her interest in Christ ; no, nor a thousand ; for Christ 
was better to her than them all. Another girl, on obtain- 
ing peace, offei-ed up a sweet prayer, in the presence of a 
multitude. She first gave God the glory for what He had 
done for her soul, and then pleaded earnestly for me ; and 
many otliera have done in like manner. I have frequently 
overheard them wrestling with God on my behalf. 

" On the following Tuesday evening, June 28, 1 held a 
meeting in the chnrch, and chose as the subject of my 
address Luke vii. 36 — 50, At the close of the seiTice, 
about seventy were on their knees praying, as in an agony 
— some of them the vilest of the people. Next day, I 
addressed about three hundred, in the open air, at Molenan, 
from the text 1 Einga sviii. 21. Fifteen persons, who wgre 
in deep distress, retired to an adjacent house, and pros- 
trated themselves on an earthen floor. I was greatly 
struck in witnessing the love which young Chinstians 
manifested for each other. Often did I see girls embrace 
each other on obt^ning peace, and unite in prayer for 
those who were still in spiritual distress. 
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"On Friday, July 1, a most interesting meeting was 
lield in the church, which would not contain the numbers 
that repaired to it. Many had come from a great distance, 
so that the like was not seen here in the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant. Upwards of seventy were brought to 
cry, * What must I do to be saved ? ' A powerful, athletic 
man, on obtaining pai-tJal peace, at the close of the service, 
arose, and, in the midst of that vast assembly, said, in a 
stentorian voice : ' I cannot get peace with man or God till 
I tell you what I have been. I cui-sed my father, threw 
stones at my mother, profaned the Sabbath, and committed 
every crime but murder,' Hie wife then clasped him in her 
arras, and bis aged mother, who is on the verge of the grave, 
clung by his neck, kissed him, and wept with joy. Soon 
after^vards, his partner in life was brought to the Saviour; 
and all are now rejoicing in hope of the gloiy of God, Be- 
fore the congregation was dismissed, I announced that a 
meeting would be held next evening, at Canigans, in the 
open air. Although the notice was ehoi't, upwards of one 
thousand of the suiTonnding population assembled, and 
among the multitude I saw a few of the aristocracy of tlie 
district, who belong to the Established Church. There 
were many violent prostrations, which created a wondei-fal 
sensation in the minds of those who had not previously 
witnessed such manifestations. At this meeting a little girl 
was stricken in the fields. She was praying earnestly when 
I came to her. I enttonraged her to continue wrestling with 
God until she obtained the blessing, reminding her of some 
portions of God's Word to incite her to importunity. 
'And,' said she, 'that's another nice wee pivamise, "Draw 
nigh to God and He will draw nigh to you.'" — 'Tes,' I 
repUed, 'He has said, for the encouragement of the young 
especially, " I love them that love me, and they that seek 
me early shall find me.'" — 'Oh, yes 1' she cried, in rapture, 
' Ciirist loves wee weans, for He has said, " Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and foi'hid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven."' 
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TIwe6 Memorable Services. — "On tho following clay, 
Sabbath, July 3, I arranged to hold three meetings — two 
in the cliurch, and one at Drumennon, in the open air, about 
three miles distant. Although the notice waa very shoit, 
more than one thousand individuals were present at the lat- 
ter place, and the entire audience was deeply affected. At 
the close of tbo sacred exercises there, I drove hastily to 
Monreagh for the evening service ; and it was most inter- 
esting to see little flocks of men i-uuning fi-om Drumennon 
to tbe church, through fields, with coat on ai-m. Many of 
these had been hitherto living as if there were no God; 
and yet this was the third service on that day to which 
they were hastening, without having retui-ned to their 
homes. I was told that one of them actually fainted 
from hunger by the way. When I reached the church, 
accompanied by three worthy young men, who rendered 
me efficient aid throughout the day, we found the sanctu- 
aiy and vestiy densely thronged in every part, and many 
could not obtain admittance. Aiixiety was pictured on 
eveiy countenance, and the entire scene was such as I 
had never witnessed. Tbe meeting was continued till 
midn^ht^ and I could not but remark the wondrous 
change that had passed over the land, when the attention 
of such a vast multitude could be enchained till that hour. 

" The Divine influence came down upon the people at 
each service throughout that interesting day. There were 
many physical manifestations. Upwards of one hundred 
persons lay prostrate in the pews, and agonized in prayer, 
till three o'clock nest moi-ning. Many of the cases were 
quite unusual. One young female continOed to sing a 
sweet, mournful air, apparently her own, to words that 
oceuired to her at the moment, all about Jesus, and all as 
beautiful as if arranged by the finest poet. She seemed 
unconscious, and sat in her pew all the time with her eyes 
steadfastly gazing upwards. Kever did S, or any of that 
awe-stricken audience, list-en to sounds so unlike those of 
earth. It was hke an angel's song. Her voice seemed to 
28 
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be attuned by some celestial power; and its clear, sweet, 
eymphonious tones, led ue all to feel that t/iat place was 
like tlie veiy gate of heaven. 

" Towards the end of July bodily prostrations becarae 
less frequent, yet Cod d I not ease to work mightily 
among the people F om time to time dead souls have 
been quickenel inl among those who found the Loi-d 
Jesus, the moit ntense ea eatness continued to be mani- 
fested. Their new lite 1 an e apf arent by a new obedi- 
ence, and a diligent waiting upon God in all the ordinances 
of His grace. 

The I'resent and the Past. — " Since the beginning of 
the great awakening, we have had congregations on week- 
days, duiing the autumn, varying from five hundred to one 
thousand ; whereas, about twelve months ago, it would 
have been veiy difficult to have collected two hundred 
persons even on any occasion. Formei-ly I was under the 
necessity of giving up a monthly congregational prayer- 
meeting, the attendance waa so miserable ; and the only 
way in which I could maintain the semblance of it was by 
holding district meetings, and thus itinerating through 
our bounds ; and even then very few came together. But 
no sooner did the Holy Ghost breathe on the dead bones, 
than eight weekly and t^vo bi-weekly district meetings 
sprang np spontaneously. And in addition to these we 
have one week-day and two Loi-d's-day union prayer-meet- 
ings, which ai'e numerously attended. Formerly I was 
obliged to abandon a second service on the Sabbath in 
summer, and substitute a kind of double service without 
intermission. Now, the attendance at the evening lecture 
is frequently as good as in the morning; and, notwith- 
standing the frequency of our meetings, none are saying, 
'What a weariness is it.' Nay, some do not leave the 
church from morning till the close of the evening service, 

"A short time ago I was visiting from house to house m 
a distant district of the congi-egation, and in the evening 
called upon a respectable family to pay my last visit that 
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day. In a little while after I entered, the voice of psalms 
in the distance fell upon my ear. On inqiiiring what 
meaneth this, I was informed that it was a little prayer- 
meeting in the other end of the house, attended by five 
young men who are members of the distnct meeting, and 
assemble weekly besides, to pray specially for a more 
abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the land. I 
at once joined the little band in the small 'upper room.' 
One of the young men, whose duty it was to engage iu 
prayer, modestly declined doing so in ray presence; say- 
ing, he was 'but a babe, and weak.' I encouraged him, and 
at length he poured forth a sweet, simple prayer, in which 
I was not forgotten. 

Saul among the ProphMs. — "There are many notable 
instances of convereion in this district — many whose 
hearts have been renewed, and whose lives have been 
reformed, but whose previous history I need not at length 
describe. At the commencement of the awakening, and 
at the close of a service on one of our most memorable 
evenings, a man was observed in the church gazing at a 
multitude who were on bended knee pleading for mercy. 
He moved along from pew to pew, sui-v eying the prostrate 
sappliants, with a look of indiiference on his countenance- 
He was questioned regarding his spiritual state, and ex- 
horted to join the praying band, and seek the Lord while 
He is to be found ; but he refused, and left the church, 
i-ejecting the great salvation. But as he journeyed alone . 
toward his home, his heart became impressed by what his 
eyes had seen and his ears had heard. With difficulty he 
reached his cottage, and as he entered, he staggered and 
fell npon his knees, and in the most earnest cries besought 
God to break his stubborn, flinty, wicked heart, and make 
him a new creatui-e. Now I do not know a more humble, 
devoted, earnest Christian in this neighborhood. He has 
forsaken all his old ways. He spends a considerable por- 
tion of every night in reading the Scriptures ; he worships 
God in his family twice each week-day, and thrice on 
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Sabbath ; he is a laborer, anS on some occasions has not 
time for breakfast and family prayer; he worships God, 
however, and goes forth to Lis daily labor without food ; 
he now loves me as his pastor. At one of our union meet- 
ings he engaged in prayer, and some were led to exelaim, 
'Is Saul also among the prophets?' 

Two Stable Instances. — " Another man was notonoiis 
for drunkenness and Sabbath-breaking. His mouth was 
full of cursing and bitterness. He frequently ill-treated 
his wife, and sometimes has she come to me to complain 
of her husband, with undeniable marks of his brutality 
upon her visage. Seldom did he bow his knees in private 
prayer, and in the sanctuary his seat was usually vacant. 
But now the family altar is erected, the house of God is 
attended, and hia wife and others say that he is the kindest 
of husbands. Another strong man, in middle life, was 
gathered into the fold of Chi-ist in the month of July, He 
was pi'ostrated in his own house, and was deafj dumb, and 
blind, for several hours. His relatives sent for me to visit 
him, and when I reached his bedside, he had legimed his 
strength, and was rejoicing in Christ Jesui Hts ej es re- 
sembled balls of fire. He stretched foith his stiong irms 
in an ecstasy, and clasped me to bis iion hime -xs if he 
would crush my very bones. He expies^ed his Icve to 
Chiist, his love to me, and said, from his inmost soul, that 
he ' would willingly die if be could bring one sinner to 
Jes«s.' 

The Domestic Altar. — " Formerly, family prayer w.ts 
much neglected thronghout this entire district; now, 
there are few households in which God has not an altar. 
There are some instances in which mothere and danghtei-s 
have established the worship of God in their families, when 
the father has refused to conduct the service. Even men- 
eei-vants, in the absence of their masters, not unfi'equently 
keep the sacred Are alive on the altar. About twelve 
months since, some of my people, whose education has 
been altogether noglecteil, sup|iosod that this exempted 
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them from the discharge of the duty, and peremptojily 
deoliued observing it. Now, some of these woi-ship God 
in the family twice each day, and occasionally pray in the 
district meeting. Until lately, I never heard the voice of 
one of my people in prayer; now they are not asham.e(l to 
engage in this exercise in my presence, and regard it as a 
piivilege to bo called on to pray at our union meetings. 
At one of our district meetings, twelve boys prayed enc- 
cossively on the same night ; and it is not unusual for some 
to take advantage of a leisure moment to wrestle with 
God when alone, and at work in the fields. At the earnest 
request of the congregation, a special communion was ob- 
served in Monreagh, in August, and it is now the desire of 
the people that henceforwai'd the Lord's Sup^jer be cele- 
brated quarterly. 

Abiding Fruits. — "I am happy to say, also, that in so 
far as known to our session, committee, and myself^ there 
has not been one case of backsliding. There may not be 
that intense ardor which was apparent on ' the day of their 
espousals;' yet I believe there is no real diminution of 
love to Christ, but an accession of higher and deepei- feel- 
ings. The change in the moral aspect of society here is 
tiiily marvellous. Formerly, a party of strolling playera 
were in the habit of occasionally visiting the village of 
Carrigans, in this neighborhood, and realizing some pounds 
weekly from the people dnring their stay. During last 
autumn they visited the village as usual, but were obliged 
to leave. Only one individual entered the miniatare thea- 
tre, and the manager returned his money, and moved 
away, denouncing the revival, and cursing the inhabitaDta 
for their stinginess. These are the 'wonders of the right 
hand of the Most High.' ' Instead of the thorn has come 
up the fir-tree, instead of the brier has come up the myrtle- 
tree.' There has been no distinction of age or sex. The 
Lord has had mercy on many who were ' far off from right- 
eousness;' and we cannot witness the reformation thus 
eficctod on society to its very centre without 'seeing the 
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arm of tlae Lord,' and saying, 'This is the finger of God;' 
'I believe in the Holy Ghost.'" 

In Donoughmoi'e, in the same county, there was a great 
awakening, followed by an entire change in the moral 
aspects of society — a change not confined to those who 
were themselves brought to a knowledge of the truth, but 
extending to almost all residing in the locality. 

"The work began," saya the Rev. Alex. Caldwell, 
writing on the 24th April, 1860, "on the 29th of June, 
at the annual meeting of our Sabbath-schools. On the 
former Sabbath there had been a case of conviction, and 
on the evening of that day a female had been stricken, 
and forced to cry aloud for mercy, while reading the Bible 
in her own house. 

" On the 29th of June, the Rev. Richard Smyth, of 
Deny, kindly came to our meeting, and delivered a very 
powei'ftil and effective address. I never saw an audience 
so deeply moved. Eveiy person with whom I have since 
convereed seems to have experienced the same deep, sol- 
emn feeling pervading the mind. He was followed by 
two young men from DeiTy, who gave a statement of their 
experience. The meeting was next addressed by the Rev. 
W. A. Russell, of Strabane, and during his address three 
females present were stricken, and cried aloud for mercy, 
in the congregation. There wei-c persons present from all 
the congregations around, and all being deeply impressed, 
the revival spread at once through the suiTounding dis- 
tricts. On that night I was called to see a young man, in 
one of the most distant parte of the congregation, who was 
stricken in his own house, and whose case produced a great 
impression in his own neighborhood. And on the even- 
ing of the following Friday, three pei-sons were prostrated, 
on leaving a prayer-meeting in Castlefin. The case of 
these young men, whose cries for mercy were heai'd at a 
great distance, had a powerful influence on the whole dis- 
trict. But these cases were as nothing to what occurred 
in the moeting-bonse on the following Lord's day, and 
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again on Monday evening. The number of those forced 
to cry aloud for mercy was so great, that it was difficult 
to proceed with the service, and to preserve order in the 
meeting. 

■" With respect to the ontward manifestations attending 
the revival, there have been compai-atively few cases of 
bodily prostration. There were many more cases of per- 
sons simply forced to cry aloud for mercy. And the num- 
ber of those silently convinced of sin, and brought to 
believe, was much larger than the two former classes com- 
bined. In this district I find, among all these classes, as 
subjects of the revival, persons of all ages, from threescore 
and fifteen to ten years of age ; peraona of all degrees of 
intelligence, from the best educated to the most ignorant ; 
persons of very difierent physical constitution, from the 
most intrepid and resolute men to the most timid and ner- 
vous female among us; and pei-sons of every shade of 
character, from the most amiable and blameless to the most 
profane and reckless in the community. Again, I find a 
veiy great difference existed in the state of mind previous 
to the i-evival in different individuals. Some were forced 
to ciy for mercy, after having had conviction of sin for 
months togethei-; while others, again, were brought under 
conviction, and forced to cry for mercy in a moment. 
Some, again, have experienced conviction on account of 
the neglect of some particular duty, or from having com- 
mitted some pai-ticular sin ; and others, again, fi-om a sense 
that they wei-e sinnera, without reference to any pai-tieular 
ti'ansgression. And when in agony of mind, I have inva- 
riably fonnd that whatever might be sdd to them, nothing 
brought I'clief but the pure Word of God quoted verbatim. 
"I have been much sui-prised at the outpouring of 
prayer resulting from the revival. How different the 
prayers from those of former times! how original the 
ideas and the language in which they were expressed ! I 
was deeply moved on one occasion by heaving a female, in 
a pubhc meeting, use the following words: 'O Lord, I 
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know the devil is no stronger now tban he was, bat Thou 
well Icnoweet lie is a thousand times busier with me than 
he ever was. Lord, for my Saviour's sake, command 
him to leave me, that I may have peace.' 

" The relief experienced after the mental agony was very 
remarkable, and at the same time a feeling of love to all 
manifested itself I once asked a woman, the day after she 
was stricken, how she felt, and her reply was, ' Oh, air, my 
heart is all love to everything and eveiybody.' And many 
who had taken oifence at others could have no peace till 
they were fully reconciled. 

"Thefoolish,penuciou8 habit of smoking tobacco prevaiJed 
here veiy generally. I felt it my duty to call attention to 
it several times, but without success, until the revival began. 
Since that time I know so many as forty individuals who 
have given it up. One day, a middle-aged man took me 
aside, after preaching in Strabane, and said to me, ' Sir, I 
■wished to say to you, that I have g^ven up the use of 
tobacco altogether ; and I have resolved, by the grace of 
God, to give every penny it would have cost me to the 
missions, and to spend every moment I must have spent in 
smoking in reading my Bible,' 

"With respect to the permanency of the work, thank 
God, I am able to say that, out of more than two hundred 
cases which have come under my observation, I do not 
know one who professed to be savingly converted who is 
not still maintaining a consistent walk and conversation, 
I know persons who were not only stricken, but heavily 
prostrated, who seem more hai-dened and wicked than ever. 
There are only very few of these, and not one of them 
ever even professed to be converted, 

" In reference to the lay agency employed with so much 
success in promoting the revival, I have observed that 
when a person gave a statement of his own experience, 
those impressed by it belonged to that class similar in mind 
and disposition to the speaker, and whose experience, I 
believe, would correspond to his. I have also observed 
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that when the person went beyond a aimple statement of 
liis own case, and attempted to expMn Scripture, or exhort, 
no good result followed. 

"During many weeks I had fears for the result of the 
revival. Now, however, thank God, I have no fear what- 
ever that even Donoughmore shall be, in my day, in the 
same state in which the revival found us. The change 
upon so many fine young persons of both sexes is so great, 
that I have every hope they will become the agents, under 
the Holy Spirit, in extending this glorious work still more, 
until the whole district has become leavened by it. Instead 
of supposing that the revival has ceased, I look upon it as 
only beginning, and I know it is still making rapid progress 
here." 

COUNTY MONAGUAN. 

Impreasiom of a Visit. — The Eev. H. M. Waddell, 
missionary, first in Jamaica, and anbseqnently in "Westei-n 
Africa, in referring to his nnwillingnees to traverse the 
revival districts, lest too many visitors should prove injuri- 
ous, to the young converts, adds, " But when I heard that 
it was making progress through my native county, Monaff- 
ha-ii, which tourists and travellers seldom visit, where I 
could see old friends and fulfil old promises, by preaching 
for some of the over-worked ministers, I thonght that I 
might, in the way of duty, go and see that great thing 
which the Lord has brought to pass in our days." 

In the Country. — After narrating sevei-al interviews 
with ministers and othei-s, Mr, Waddell proceeds to state 
that he went among the hamlets and small farmhouses in 
"an out-of-the-way" rural district, thei-e to converse with 
some of the families in which the revival had appeared with 
some of its more remarkable effects. "Atone place," he 
says, "seven young women hastily came in from their field 
laboi-s to meet me, one running to call another. They had 
all but one been struck, though at diffei-ent times and in 
different plnces ; and, as usual, after a period of prostration 
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had found peace and comfort by that greatest and best of 
all names, the name of Jesus. One of them was a recent 
case, and abe was still weak. They gave a simple account 
of what had happened to them : sudden and uncontrollable 
emotion, with feai^s, and f^ntness, and depression ; a load 
at the heart; their sins and their souls; recovery, after 
hours of anguish, by faith in Jesus the Saviour. It did not, 
for so far, seem unintelligible. They had all been Sabbath 
scholars, and some of them communicants. The Spirit of 
the Lord made short work with them. The experience of 
yeai-a was compressed into hours; and their eonvei-sion, 
like the outburst of a toraado on the Afiican coast after a 
long calm, was the explosion of accumulated and condensed 
forces, brief and violent, breaking down all before it. 

" One of them, I have s^d, had not been struck, and 
she was the only one who did not seem happy. Indeed, 
she was in deep disti'css about her salvation, and wept 
abundantly for feai' the Lord had passed her by. She 
knew the truths of the gospel, and could assent to its 
invitations and promises, but not lay them to heart, nor 
take the comfort of them. These young women were just 
such as any true gospel minister would like to have in 
his advanced Bible-class — anxious inquirers, and young 
Christians setting their faces Zionward, 

" In another place, I found a mother — a grave, elderly 
woman — and three young daughtei-s, two of whom, with 
herself, had been stricken. They gave a similar' account 
with the othei-s, and all others, as to the way they had been 
affected, and were in a similar state of happy peacefulness. 
The one who had not been stricken was not careless, but 
gave a good account of her faith in Christ, and was in a 
hopeiul state. 

" Elsewhere, we found a middle-aged single woman, who 
had been several times stricken ; as had also a young 
woman, her neighbor, who came in at our call. The en- 
trance of her minister and me unexpectedly, seemed to 
c.fcite some nervous affection, and, after a vain attempt 
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to compose herself, she sank powerless on the floor, ancT 
went into a fit of violent tremblings. We supported and 
comfoi'ted her, while she, perfectly conscious, whispered 
prayers to the Lord Jesus to keep her and save her; 
and comfoi-ted hei-self with the assurance that He would 
never forsake her, for He was ' a loving God.' The last 
words were uttered with inefl^able tenderness and confi- 
dence, as a child would i-epose itself, in felt safety, on its 
mother's boaom. The trembling terminated in a rigid 
contraction of form and feature, a violent spasm or cramp, 
for a few moments, distressing to behold, which, however, 
soon relaxed; and then the other, sitting beside her, ex- 
claimed, 'Now, sister — now is your time; now pray.' And 
we all bent our knees in supplication to the Lord, with 
blessing and prMse ; afler which she arose i-efreshed, and. 
sat down composedly beside the door, engaging in cheer- 
ful conversation, the tenor of which showed her love for 
her Saviour and devotedness to Him. Neither of these 
women had ever been subject to neiTous attacks, or fits 
of loy kind, betoie the revi\il begin And 1 learned 
tiom them thrt the lUter ittacks difieicd fiom the former 
m bung shoit, and unaccompanied by any fear; whence 
I concluded that the lepetition of them w<is the conse- 
quence of incieised neivous exutibility and bodily weak- 
uLbB My compinion dissuaded the one who had just 
siifiei<,d fiom coming to meeting on the morrow, as too 
H cak to beai the excitement Time failed or we might 
have gone to min\ othei fimihes m which the spii-it of 
iCMval had tnken eflect in the same wij 

On the Sabbath — " Nekt day. Sabbath I preached in 
two plaoes of woiship, some miles ipiit, to vi.iy large and 
seiious congiegations peihips eight hundred each. Dur- 
ing the toienoon and afternoon serMces ten or twelve per- 
sons were stiuck, and removed as quietly as could be; some 
insensible, others only deeply affected to groans and tears ; 
some with otitcries, unable to restrain themselves, whom 
I had obsei-ved contending with their feelings a long time 



d ./Google 



336 THE REVIVAL IS COOKTY MONAOHAN. 

before they gave way, and took help to retke. Some 
of these had been struck on former occasions, and now 
soon recovered themselves, and returned into the church. 
Others in the congi'Cgation prevailed to keep their seats, 
though greatly a^tated, even to sighs and tears. Some 
men, I was told, had enough to do to keep qniet, and were 
pouring with perspiration fi'om the violence of their emo- 
tions. So we might expect. A stroke may only stagger 
a man which suffices to prostrate a woman. 

"At five o'clock that evening I preached to a gi-eat anion 
prayer-meeting. A number of persons, eight or nine I was 
told, were struck and carried out, some of them, I noticed, 
after prolonged self-conflict. Of these, some were insen- 
sible ; some agitated to strong crying. One person was 
neither the one way nor the other ; hut under emotions so 
powerful, and so powerfully restrained, that the heaving of 
the breast was quite remarkable, and almost audible. 

" Such a movement was really very affecting, and neither 
preacher nor hearers could be nntouched while that mighty 
power of conviction and convei'sion was abroad in these 
congregations. But I felt bound to restrain myself, lest, if 
I should give way to my feelings, confusion might ensue. 
The subjects on which I preached were not of an exciting 
character, nor delivered in any exciting manner. In both 
respects, I might say they were rather the opposite — 
simple gospel sermons. For I had heai-d that cases of 
sticking were not unfrequent in both places, and I pur- 
posely avoided whatever might provoke soch occurrences, 
that I might the better judge of what was going on. I 
had preached the same discourses in Scotland, without see- 
ing any unusual effect produced. I must, therefore, attiib- 
ute the effect on this occasion to some other cause than my 
preaching. What the 'proper hysteric tone and gesture' 
may be, which some hostile or frivolous writers allude to, I 
know not. Certainly mine, on these occasions, whether 
bad or good, were just what they osually hajc been, and 
in themselves, I presume, as ineffective as" ever. That 
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evening congregation assembled midst heavy rain, and 
under tlie rain naany went home singing psalms as thoy 
walked in company ; and I thanked God for what I saw of 
His power and gi'ace displayed among them." 

The town of Monaghan shared in the blessing; and the 
Rev, John Eleekley, the much-restjected pastor "of the 
Pi'esbyteiian church, has been refreshed, after a lengthened 
ministiy, by the happy results that he has witnessed. In 
the course of about five months after the commencement 
of the revival, he preached no less than a hundred and 
thirty times ! 

A few miles distant from the county town, is Newbliss, 
in which the movement began in Augast. The immediate 
occasion was the visit of two lay-agenfs from County 
Antrim. " In their addresses," says the Eev. R. Dunlop, 
who supplies the information, " there was not the slightest 
attempt to arouse an undue excitement, or produce a 
merely temporary enthusiasm. 

TM First Case. — " On the morning of the day follow- 
ing their firat visit, I was summoned to attend a young 
woman, a member of my congi'egation, who was under 
deep and awful convictions of her sinfulness and danger. 
She had been carefully and reli^oiisly trained, had fre- 
quently communicated, and was looked on by all her 
acquaintance as sincerely and unaffectedly pious. When 
I entered her room, she was lying on her bed in a state of 
great physical weakness, but wrestling most earnestly in 
prayer. Her language was almost entirely scriptural, and 
strangely appropriate to her condition. Her utterance waa 
most fluent ; she never seemed at a loss for either senti- 
ments or words ; and, although naturally of a shy, retiring 
disposition, she did not feel the least diffidence to pray 
before a large number of strangers. What most astonished 
me was, that though she knew little or nothing of the fea- 
tures of the revival movement, the physical and mental 
characteristics in her case were almost exactly similar to 
those which had been exhibited in County Antrim. Hers 
29 
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was the first case I had attended ; and I shall never forget 
the sensations of solemn awe which I experienced as I 
stood by her bedside, witnessing her Boul-agony, and listen- 
ing to her supplications for mercy. It iseemed a renewal 
of the scene of Jacob ■wi'estling with the Angel of the 
Covenant. We h.id all deemed her religious ; but in that 
season of trial, when she waa brought face to face with 
God, the mask of profession fell off, and her soul appeared 
all fiithy and naked, in need of the cleansing of Christ's 
hlood, and the clothing of Christ's righteousness. Her 
stragglings after spiritaal peace were severe and long-pro- 
tracted. But gradually the light of heaven shone in upon 
her, and she ia now rejoicing in the light and liberty of the 
children of G-od. 

"Two or three other cases of conviction occurred during 
that and the following week. In the second week in Au- 
gust, the great outburst of religious feeling began, and 
spread with unexampled rapidity from honse to house and 
from distinct to district. Fi-om Kewbliss to Drum, there 
was scarcely a townland where there were not several 
families some of whose membei-s had been nnder deep con- 
victions of sin, and had been led to put their trust in the 
alone Saviour. On the northern side of the village, towards 
Monaghan, the movement was much slower in developing 
itself. It was several weeks after the first outbui'st before 
more than two or three cases could he quoted. But now, 
there is not a district where more hopeful cases can be 
pointed out, where greater changes have been wrought in 
the moral and religious life, where greater anxiety continues 
to be manifested, or where prayer-meetings are more nu- 
merously attended. 

Those Pvindpaliy Beached. — " As to the parties mainly 
reached by the movement, I should say that those who had 
received a good religious training in early years form the 
most influential class. The number of women converted is 
greater than that of men, but not to any very marked de- 
gree — not more than might be expected fi-om the vieW- 
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known fact, attested ty the attendance on all reli^ous 
assemlilies, and by the communion-roll of almost every 
chnrch, that women are much more religiously disposed 
than men. The number of young persons brought to ex- 
perience an interest in Christ's salvation is veiy mnch 
larger than that of the middle-aged and old ; and while I 
rejoice to say that many old people in the neighborhood 
are giving evidences of a saving change having been 
recently wrought on their souls, the statistics of the move- 
ment here confirm the solemn fact, that the difficnlties of 
conversion, and the chances against salvation, are increased 
in direct proportion to an increase in yeai-s, from youth 
upwards. Some who lived wild, recHese, godless lives, 
ai'e now walking in the beauty of holiness; but most of 
those who have been led to rely savingly on Chiiet, were 
previously distinguished for their moral purity, which they 
felt, however, to be a feeble reed to rest on in the houi- of 
the soul's trial by God's omniscient Spirit. 

" The sermons most blessed to the conviction and con- 
version of souls, wei-e not those which are naturally most 
alaiming — such as God's wrath against sinners, the danger 
of eternal torments, etc. ; on the contraiy, they were those 
which spote of a Savioui-'s love, of the Father's unmerited 
mercy, of the Spirit's gi-acious influence, of the joys of the 
righteous, and of the glorious inheritance of heaven, 

" The revival movement has produced a very decided 
improvement in the public morals of at least the Protestant 
portion of the community. Intemperance has been largely 
checked; tippling at markets and feira has been to a great 
extent discontinued. The only member of my congre- 
gation who kept a public-house, has, at great personal sac- 
rifice, closed his shop, and betaken himself to another line 

COUNTY CAVAN, 

It was about the middle of the mouth of August when 
this county, one of the most distant from the centre whence 
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the work of revival radiated forth in all directions, was 
visited by the gi-acione influence. Several of the principal 
towns, as Cavan, Killesandra, Cootehill, and Bailieborongh, 
felt its power. In the neighborhood of the last-named 
district there was a very extensive awakening. The cir- 
cumstances were briefly these : 

On the 8th of August last, two young men, now students 
in divinity in connection with the Presbyterian Church, 
visited the congregation of first Bailieborongh, of which 
for many years their father has been the respected pastor, 
and addressed a meeting thei-e. Having intimated that 
they would narrate, on the evening following, what they 
had witnessed in the north, they had an unusually large 
attendance, when the usual results were witnessed. A 
few evenings later, and the gi-een around the church was 
thronged by groups of persona, now retui'ning thanks for 
some near relative or friend who had found the Saviour, 
now in eai'uest supplication that light might break in upon 
the darkness of some distressed soul, and peace be found 
by some troubled conscience. 

Special meetings were immediately established in the 
Presbyterian churches, and the neighborhood was deeply 
moved. The hands of minister's were so full, that had 
they not received timely aid, they must have been alto- 
gether overborne. Happily a Young Men's Society, 
which had met for some time for reli^ous purposes, came 
to their aid ; while the two students found abundant occu- 
pation throughout all the adjacent districts. 

In the congregations of BiuHeborough, there are few 
houses in which family worship is not maintained. 
Throughout the district generally there is a marked im- 
provement. Meetings are held for prayer and Christian 
fellowship, sometimes in the houses of those who foi'merly 
neglected gospel ordinances altogether, and several such 
meetings are also held among the female members of the 
church. Two congregational libraries are being organized ; 
while in the town itself a public library and Christian 
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Literary Society are being formed. Scripture eommen- 
tariee, and such books as ' Watson's Body of Divinity,' 
are in growing demand among tbe people. Two public- 
houses have been closed, one for want of trade, the other 
for conscience' sake, — its former proprietor being now a 
steadfast and devoted supporter of eveiy good cause. 

"Thei-e is a district not far from Killesandra, in the 
same county, named Dmmkeeran, of which no notice has 
ever been taken in any of the reports of the revival, and 
where certainly a most extraordinary, and, in some re- 
spects, unprecedented movement has taken plaoe. The 
young minister of the Presbyterian church, the Rev. 
Samuel Patricli, has been so enfeebled by excessive labor, 
that he has been unable to furnish any statement on the 
subject. During the first week in October, about which 
time the place was visited, he never laid himself down to 
sleep. The meetings which were held nightly in the 
church were so exciting, and the interest of the people 
such, that they eouJd not be prevailed on to disperse till 
the following morning ; whiie, during all the day, anxious 
inquirers and others demanded the incessant attention of 
the pastor. 

"It was on the evening of Sabbath, the 1st of October, 
that a meeting had been announced in the church, at five 
o'clock. Before four it was completely filled ; and when 
the time of sei-vice came, it was found necessaiy to hold 
the meeting in a field adjoining, there being about 1500 
persons present. At an eai'ly period in the devout exer- 
cises, a wild ci-y was raised, the first of many following, 
that almost drowned the preachei's voice. Those who 
were thus affected were removed into the church, in which 
there were eventually no fewer than three hundred ! Then 
the manse was filled ; and many more, who could find no 
other place of shelter, were lying among the trees. 

"The work was progressing satisfactorily for some 

months subsequently, when the spirit of proselytism was 

raised, and painful results ensued. Yet there is every 

29* 
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reason to believe that a good work has been Tpronght exten- 
sively in the neighborhood, and that many are rejoicing 
in that liberty wherewith Christ has made them free." 

Among the earliest visitors to the north of Ireland, 
after the commencement of the revival, was the Rev. F. 
r. Trench, prebendai-y of St. Patrick's, Dnblin, and rector 
of Newtown, near Kells, in the province of Leinster, For 
many years the name of this devoted minister (the son 
of the last Archbishop of Tuam) has been well known in 
connection with every evangelistic movement in the Epia- 
copal Ohnrch, After his visit northwards, he took the 
opportunity of publishing some account of his impressions 
in the public newspapers, thus spreading an interest in the 
movement in many quarters in the south and west of 
Ireland. Daring the winter he has been called to take a 
part in conducting meetings in some of the parishes in 
County Cavan, adjacent to his own in Meath ; and from a 
statement issued for private circniation, which I have his 
kind permission to use, I select the following cases as still 
further illustrative of the character and progi'ess of the 
work in the former county : 

" There ai-e many residing in the provmce of Leinster, 
who are and have been praying that 'the revival' may 
' reach even unto them ; ' and it will be deeply interesting 
to all such to know that this unprecedented movement, in 
its full force and power, is at their doors. I have extreme 
gratification in being able to state, that, within an easy 
morning's ride from my own house, I have witnessed as 
interesting scenes, and have heard of as remarkable eases 
of convei-sion, as any of those which I witnessed or heard 
of higher up in the north. 

" Veiy lately, I spent a Sunday in a neighboring parish 
in the County of Cavan, for the purpose of ascertaining 
facts. I had heard that several persons had been struck in 
Presbyterian churches, and in the parish church, some at 
open-air meetings, many more at their own houses, in the 
fields, and while engaged at tlieir ordinary occupations. 
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On visiting this parish, and making inquiry from the 
cm'ate, and also from the Presbyterian ministers, I found 
that the facts were quite as remai'kable as had been stated 
to me, and that the awakening had not been confined to 
the lower classes, but that men of wealth and respect- 
ability, and considerable education, had been led to feel 
their sins, as well as persons in the lower class, and of the 
moat abandoned character, male and female. I found that 
a large and lucrative business in the sale of spirituous 
liquors had been renounced for conscience' sake, serving as 
a strong testimony of the sincerity of the merchant who 
did so. I found that persons had been convinced of their 
sina in an ooerwhelming manner in all sorts of places,— 
churches, meeting-houses, pai-lors, shops, bedrooms, and in 
'byres' or cow-hovses. And I also ascertained that these 
conversions had been attended with a great' variety of the 
most remarkable circumstances, and the best moral results. 
A Meeting on the Borders of Meath. — " At the request 

of the rector of the parish of , on the borders of 

Meath, I preached in a densely-ovowded school-house, in 
which about three hundred persons were assembled. I 
had preached for upwards of aii hour to this congregation, 
listening not merely with what is called 'breathless atten- 
tion,' but listening in that indescribable way which is sure 
to draw out from the preacher the very best he has in him. 
Having heard that there had been much of bodily affec- 
tions in connection with other religious services in this 
neighborhood, I felt thankful for the quiet and happy man- 
ner in which 'the Word' had been received. After the 
sermon a hymn was heartily sung, and the meeting was 
being concluded by prayer, offered up by the incumbent 
of a neighboring parish, when some persons, unable to 
restrain their feelings, began to cry. Kneeling beside me 
there was a stout, elderly, farming man, who was crying, — 
not in such a way that any advocates of the 'hysterical' 
theory could think of claiming him as their 'patient,' but 
the tones were such as in a boy would be called ' bluhber- 
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JTig.' Thcro was no screaming ^ but the nnmber of persons 
who cried and sobbed increased rapidly ; — perhaps one- 
fourth of the congregation was more or less affected in tJiis 
way, and ten or twelve persona, perhaps, either swooned 
or fell from their seats, or needed support. If any encour- 
agement had been given to outward manifestations, cither 
by loud or exciting prayer, or by load preaching, I have no 
doubt that three-fourths of the eongregation, if not more, 
might have been brought into this excited state. The ob- 
ject of the wise and good rector of the parish, who con- 
ducted the meeting, was, of course, to cafora the people, 
withoat saying anything which could be construed into a 
rebuke of what was manifestly involuntary, and mixed up 
with so much of what was inestimably precious, and what 
most ministers of Christ from Sabbath to Sabbath labor (I 
fear often in vain) to promote, namely, any degree of 
proper feeling of religion. 

Sow the Mevival has been Propagated. — "I am no ad- 
vocate for forcing religion upon those who are unwilling to 
receive it. In my judgment, we have had far too much of 
that in Ireland already. I do not think the gospel can be 
propagated by storm. But I think that the legitimate and 
inoffensive means of ' revival meetings ' should be used in 
every neighborhood to call attention to the subject. It 
has been by these means, and through a chain of Presby- 
terian ohurohes — and ' let their own works praise them in 
the gates' — that the revival has come so near to us ; and 
may we not hope that the experience which the church 
has acquired during the past year may enable it to conduct 
such meetings with fewer drawbacks to their utOity ? As 
to the legitimacy and expediency of availing ourselves of 
the a^istance of recent converts at such meetings, and 
more especially of those whom the Lord may have con- 
verted in a remarkable manner, I entertain no doubt. In 
fact, the movement is a movement o? the people. It seems 
to be a plain and unquestionable matter of feet, that ' con- 
verts' have been God's chiefly honored instruments in 
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extending the wort in the north ; and such being the ease, 
it can scarcely become iis to forego their assistance in 
endeavoring- to extend the work to the south. As an 
instance of blessing attending the efforts of ' convoi-tSj^ I 
qnote the following words from a letter from an experi- 
enced and devoted clergyman in these parte. He says : — 
'Since revived persons visited my parish, severai persons 
have heen, awakened in a very remarkable manner ; meet- 
ings are held eveiy night, except Saturday, besides my 
Wednesday meeting, which is well attended, at three 
o'clock, and the congregations on Snnday are greatly in- 
creased, last night there was a large meeting of pei-sons, 
young and old, who had been awaJcened. .... Notwith- 
standing some mental visions and dreams, there is no 
drea^iing or visionary conduct in their every-day life? 

AnotJier Visit over the Borders. — " On the 27th of last 
Dtfoember I received the following commnnication from 
the minister of two united parishes, one in the county 
of Cavan, and the other in the county of Meath: 'At 
Sunday-school, yesterday (Christmas) evening, one of the 
young men proposed that I should announce Friday, the 
6th of January, as a day of thanliisgiviiig for those who 
have been awakened in this parish; — will yon kindly 
come and help ns on that day? The idea suggested iteelf 
to a young farmer over his spade in the field. The yonng 
men propose to make contributions on the thanksgiving 
day for any object I recommend.' 

"I gladly acceded to the above request. The meeting 
was held in a school-house, and though the day was severe 
the house was crowded ; the congregation was composed 
almost exclusively of small but independent farmere. The 
minister of the parish having opened the meeting with a 
hymn, and the litany of onr church, and having alluded to 
the occasion of the meeting, called upon eight. persons in 
succession to offer uiJ prayer, and address the meeting. 
Of these eight, the first seven who were called upon were 
laymen. Six were farmers, or fanners' sons, all of whom. 
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with one or two exceptions, have been 'revived,' or, to 
spealt more correctly, 'awakened,' within the last few 
months. The prayers were fervent and simple ; the ad- 
dresses earnest and scriptural ; the singing not only gen- 
eral, hut very unusually good ; hut what appeared to me the 
peculiaiity of Ihia meeting, was the marvelloas propriety 
of both the matter and manner of the newly- converted 
speakers. There was no affectation, — nothing to offend 
the most fastidious ears. In proof of this, I may mention 
that, when on my way to the meeting, in company with 
two well-edMcated young men, one an undergraduate of 
the University of Cambridge, the other of Dublin, I said : 
' It is probable some persons who have not had your edu- 
cational advantages may address the meeting, and you 
must put your good taste in your pocket, and not be sur- 
prised if you hear some expressions to which you are not 
accustomed.' At the close of the meeting, these young 
men assured me that there had not been any oe.easion 
for my caution, as nothing had been said that could have 
offended the politest ears. The nearest approach to any- 
thing of the kind, which I can recollect, was when one of 
the speakers assured the meeting that the present was the 
'handiest time for turning to the Lord.' 

" /Shooting the Goose." — " Some very strange things 
were stated. One of the young men said, that on the 
Christmas day before last, he bad been ' shooting the goose,' 
instead of being at ehurcb. He alluded to a cruel custom 
which had been in this pai-ish, of tying a goose by the leg 
to some fixture ; a penny a shot was chained for filing at 
this goose, and the goose became the property of whoever 
shot it dead. The distance of the shooter was such as to 
pi-event this occurrence taking plaee very speedily, and the 
poor bird generally lay with broken wings and broken legs 
long before.it was actually killed. This young man told 
us" that he had had a long look-out for such sport this year ; 
for that on Christmas day 1858, he was aware that Christ- 
mas day 1859 would fall on a Sunday, and he knew that, , 
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for decency's sake, they could have no shooting the goose 
on that day ; but that he had comforted himself and hia 
companions with the thought that the goose might he fired 
at on ' old Christmas day,' that is, the 6th of January ; yet, 
mai'velloua to relate, on that very day, which he had so 
looked forward to, there he wae, instead of shooting tlie 
goose, standing up before that large congregation, thank- 
ing God for the wondrous change that had come over him, 
and almost the whole parish. Another of the speakera 
told us that he had been a ' red-hot ' Orangeman ; that on 
a certain Eomish festival, he was retui-niag on horsebaclc, 
drunk, from the market; that a bonfire in honor of the 
saint was blazing in the middle of the road, through which 
he endeavored to force his horse, using at the same time a 
wicked and vulgar expression respecting the Pope ; but 
now he loved his Roman Catholic neighboi-s, and would 
not willingly offend any one of them. 

A Whole Family Surrendering to Christ. — " The head 
of a family at whose house a meeting had been held, was 
reading an account of the 'revival' elsewheie One of the 
daughters went away, and throwing heiself on her bed, 
lay there for an hour in an agony of priyei This wis a 
decidedly ' stricken case,' and the young womin has since 
exhibited aU the marks of the 'new cieiture m Clinst 
Jesus.' A few perches distant from this house thei e In es 
a brother's famQy. When the young men of then house 
(four in number) heard of the happy change which had 
taken place in their cousin, they went to MSit her, and 
on their way knelt down to pray ; but when they reached 
the house, and while there, they felt their hearts aa cold as 
ever, although religious exercises were going on all the time, 
and they returned unimpressed. On their return home, 
they had their own femily prayer, after which, all, except 
one boy who remained at prayer, went to their beds. The 
boy who remained at prayer soon experienced great dis- 
tress of mind, on perceiving which, his mother went and 
knelt beside him, and then the father. The other sons, 
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who had retired, on hearing uimsual prayer, earns one by 
one from their beds, only partly dressed; the youngest 
boy, his father told me, came with nothing on but his sliirt, 
and that he covered him with his own eoat ; in this condi- 
tion they all simultaneously engaged in prayer, and at 
that time the whole family was, as they believe, enabled to 
surrender tliemselves to Christ, The heads of these two 
families (brothere) had been on bad terras, and quarrelling 
about land for three years, but now are on the happiest 
terms with each other. 

The Moral ResuUs. — " The following occurrence toot 
place between thi-ee brothers, two of whom had been for 
eight years on bad terms with the other, because of his 
having taken a farm which they conceived they had a right 
to. (Those who know the murderous results which so 
freqaently attend agrarian quarrels in Ireland, will know 
how to estimate it.) The roan who had talsen the farm, 
while engaged in family worship, became unhappy, and on 
his wife asking him the cause, he turned to Matt. v. 23, 24 
— ' If thy brother hath anght against thee,' etc., and, point- 
ing to the passage, said, 'That is the cause.' His wife 
replied, 'Tlien why don't you act upon it?' — 'Will you 
come with mc?' — 'I will;' upon which they both rose, 
and went with the literally open Bible to their bi'othei-'a 
house, which was close by. He met them at the door. His 
brother then said, that since the grace of God had reached 
his heai't, he could not be happy whilst on bad terms with 
him, and pointed to the above-mentioned passage in the 
open Bible which he held in his hand. On reading it, his 
brother was affected to tears, and kissed him. He then 
asked him if he would like to make friends with the other 
brother, and that if he would, he would send for him. The 
other brother was accordingly sent for ; the same Scriptui-e 
was shown to him; he, also, was affected to tears, em- 
braced his brother, and a similar reconciliation took place 
with him on the spot. These three brothere have since 
continued on good terms; two out of three now partake 
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of the Lord's Supper, which only one of them did before, 
and all three have commenced the practice of family wor- 
ship. The following is, perhaps, a less perfect example : 
A convert said, after returning from the first fair he had 
been at after his conversion, that 'he never was so hard 
put to it as to sell the cow without telling a lie about the 
milk.' Several Koraan Catholics, living in Protestant fami- 
lies, have been deeply ' affected.' I conversed with one 
most intelligent convert, now regularly attending the 
chuvch; and impressions tending to good have unques- 
tionably been made on many others. For instance, the 
following conversation relative to certain young men who 
bad been converted, under the most remarkable circum- 
stances, oconiTed between some Roman Catholic laborers 
in the employment of a farmer, who repeated it to me : 

' , didn't you say the revival was the devil's work?' — 

'No,I didn't.' — 'Then, what did you aay?' — 'I said I 
couldn't understand it at all.' — 'Then, some of you s^d 

it was the devil's work ; and I say it can't be, for see , 

and othera, — the devil wouldn't bring such a change over 
them ; and whafs more, even we om-selves, when we see the 
change in them, can't sin as we used to do; and, signs on 
it, we have n^t the penance we used to have /" The respect- 
able farmer who heard this convei-sation, told me that he 
was so affected by the testimony to the power of religion 
which these Roman Catholics gave one to another, that be 
was obliged to leave them." 

Here wo must close this portion of our nan-ative of the 
progress of the movement in Ulster. Thei-e is reason to 
believe, however, that it has not been altogether confined 
to our northern province, but has, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, been taking a direction southwards. In the county 
of Longford, which is in Leinster, thei'e are not wanting 
indications of its presence ; and there, too, the brethi'en 
report that some of a higher class in the community have 
been brought under the gracious influence. 

In the metropolis itself there have been evidences of an 
SO 
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unusual interest in the things of God. Meetings for prayer 
and fellowship, (fa a scale unknown befoie, have been lately 
held ; and in the minds of the Protestant commnQity there 
is a growing anticipation of better things to come. In 
Kingstown and its vicinity some have been already gath- 
ered in, and the laborera are rejoicing in the prospect of a 
still more abundant harvest. 

In Munster, too, although there is not a plenteous rain, 
yet drops of the shower are falling- upon the pastures of 
the wilderness. In the city of Limerick, in particular, 
there would seem to be the commencement of a time of 
hallowed visitation. In the Presbyterian church, under 
the ministry of the Rev. David Wilson, there have been 
delightful evidences of a deepening spirituality ; and, 
especially at communion seasons, there has been, sweet 
and refreshing Christian fellowship. . An evangelical union 
for prayer, into which the ministers of the Independent 
and Wesleyan churches have cordially entered, is in effi- 
cient operation, and the best impression has been pi'oduced 
on the public mind by the edifying spectacle. On the 
second week in January last, when the concert for prayer 
was general, the several congregations, with their pastore, 
were seen to flow together to one place at special services, 
and to meet for prayer and pr^se as one body in Chiist. 
In the Independent chapel there are held nightly and pro- 
tracted meetings, at which many are represented to have 
been brought to the enjoyment of perfect peace. And so 
this ancient city is opening its gates to that Celestial Visi- 
tant, who, in whatever heart or home He finds an entrance, 
brings with Him a satisfying and abiding joy. 

Are we not warranted in the belief that the light of a 
better day has dawned upon our country, and that the 
period is not fer distant when the whole land shall be 
illumined by its hallowed radiance ? 

[For full congregational returns from all the counties of 
Ulster, see Appendix M'\ 
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Ab these slieeta are passing through the press, I have 
I'eoeivecl, from the Rev. J. Denhaia Smith, of Kingstown, 
a little volume (just published), iu which he naiTates the 
pvogrees of a remaj'kable work of revival, not only in 
his own fiock among persons of all ^es, but among a class 
of men who have too often been unhappy wanderers from 
the fold, — the sailors of the port. The crews of the ox:- 
pi-esB boala Telegraph and Ca/miria, plying across the 
Channel, ai-e especially alluded to as having become the 
subjects of a gracious influence. The following extract is 
deeply interesting : 

" It would be impossible to describe all the happy scenes 
on board these boats. 

" Lord's Day, December 3, will be long remembered. 
It was the day when Roman Catholic Kingstown was as- 
sembled in sympathy for the Pope. There was within 
sound of that meeting one in the open air, convened for 
prayer. There, on the bended knee, and beneath the chill 
skies of December, the newly-awakened and converted 
were pouring forth their wai-m, loving prayei-s, that God, 
in mercy to us, would send forth His own Spirit into the 
hearts of all — Protestant, Nonconformist, and Romanist 
alike. This meeting was held at the New Pier. There 
was no preaiTangemeut. Pj'ovidence alone had driven it 
to the open air. At the usual hour for divine service on 
board, it became evident that hundreds could not avail 
themselves of the ordinary accommodation. For long 
months the saloon, passages, and staii-s of the steamships 
have been too sti-ait for the crowds that assemble. By 
request, the whole mass of the people resorted to the 
decli, which was partly covered and partly open. The 
scene on board and on shore was one of great interest. 
There was no noisy excitement, no declamatory violence, 
no cold formality, no pharisaic sense of sect or party, but 
one calm and continued manifestation of the Spirit of God 
in prayer. An earnest and solemn appeal was made by 
one of the speaker's, ou the value of the human soul, the 
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brevity of time, the nearoess of eternity, of heaven anS 
hell; oil the value of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the preciousness of its present experience, aa 
■well for life as for death. A letter to the captain was 
read, and a short sermon preached. At the call for prayer 
for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on Engstown, Dub- 
lin, and the towns and villages around, one after another, 
sailoi-s and landsmen, in calm and orderly succession, com- 
menced to pray. Some who prayed were the newly-con- 
verted. M"ever were more eai'nest supplications uttered, 
under similar oireumstances, in Kingstown 

"On the 11th of the same month a still more remark- 
able day was given to the friends of prayer on boai'd the 
Idewdij/n city of Dublin steamship, as she lay along the 
quay, near the railway station. The service on board thia 
boat commenced about three o'clock. The foi-e-deck was 
filled, and a large company, of all ranks and ci-eeda, ranged 
themselves along the pier, who listened with marked at- 
tention to tlie addresses and prayers. A Roman Catholic 
priest was present daring the sei-mon, on the woi'ds, ' Ye 
must be bom again' This service concluded at four 
o'clock, when the J2eweUyn crew joined the crew of the 
express boat, and sang hymns together, one of the l^letoel- 
h/n sailors bursting forth into prayer. The weather was 
peculiarly fevorable for this open -air service, and many came 
away rejoicing at what the Lord was doing. A minister of 
the Established Church ofifered up prayer at the close. It 
was mentioned at the noon prayer-meeting, by the presi- 
dent of that meeting, that he had seen more of the distinct 
manifestation of the Spirifs laorh in IRngstown, siuce the 
previous Sabbath, than he had seen in his whole life be- 
fore, excepting the last three months, when the revival 
may be e^d to have commenced there. 

"The happy condition of these sailor-brethren ia thus 
characteristically referred to by one who was lately cross- 
hig with them — an observant passenger — the Kev. C. H. 
Spurgeon, in his discourse, Junuary 26, 1860 : 
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"'The most pleasing thing I have seen is this. Hervey 
once said, 'Each floating ship a floating hell.' Of all 
classes of men, the sailor has been supposed to be the 
man least likely to be reached by the gospel. In cross- ' 
ing over from Holyhead to Dublin and back, I spent the 
most pleasant hour that I ever spent. The first vessel 
that I entered, I found my hands very heartily shaken 
by the sailoi-s. * I thought, ' What can these saiiors know 
of me ?' and they were calling me ' hrother^ Of course 
I felt that I was their brother too ; but I did not know 
how thoy came to talk to mo in that way. It was not 
generally the way for sailors to call ministers brother; 
and when I made the Inquiry, ' What makes you so 
kind?' — 'Why,' sdd one, 'because I love your Master 
the Lord Jesus.' I inquired, and found that out of the 
wliole crew there were bat three unconverted men ; that 
though the most of them had been before without God, 
and without Christ, yet, by a visitation of the Spirit of 
God, they had all been converted. My heart was lifted 
up with joy, to think of a ship being made a floating 
church — a very Bethel for God. When I came back by 
another ship, I did not expect to see the like ; but it was 
precisely the same. The same work had been going on. 
Thoy told me a stoi-y of a gentleman who stood laughing 
when a hymn was being sung, and one of the men pro- 
posed that they should pray for him. They did; and 
that man was suddenly smitten down, and began on the 
qnay to cry for mercy, and plead with God for pardon.' 
'Ah, sir!' said the sailoi-s, 'we have the best proof that 
there is a God here, for we have seen this crew marvel- 
lously brought to a knowledge of the truth ; and here we 
ai'e, joyful and happy men, serving the Lord.'" 

In the Irish metropolis itself, there have not been want- 
ing unusual indications of spiritual awakening. 

"For some months past," says a Dublin paper, "a meeting 

has been held in the Doreet Institution, at which Mr. Smith, 

of Kingstown, hag presided. The place soon became too 

30* 



..C.oogic 



354 TUB BEVrVAL IS COUNTY CAVAN. 

strait ; and a gentleman who frequented the meeting offered 
one hundred pounds for defraying expenses which may be 
incun-ed by assembling in the Metropolitan Hall. The result 
ah-eady has been ti'uly astonishing, A correspondent writes : 
' At the firat meeting, more than a hundred eoiils were 
brought under the arresting and convincing power of 
Divine truth. At the second meeting, the same ; and the 
third day a greater number. The hall, which holds three 
thousand, was filled. Men, women, and little children were 
weeping in anxiety for salvation ; and many went away 
rejoicing, having found Christ. One day last week the 
meeting lasted until the lamps of the hall were being 
lighted for the evening service; and on another day it did 
not terminate until past six o'clock in the evening, when 
many went away reluctantly, being stricken and miserable 
in mind on account of sin. The meetings at St. John's 
Church (Rev. Mr. Marrable's) and at Kmgston (Mr. Smith's) 
have. become overflowing.'" 

" Such, then," to adopt the language of Mr. Smith him- 
self, "is the beginning of this time of awakening; its end 
ia not yet. The cioiid is increasing on every hand, and 
some riper day may indicate the result. Meanwhile, these 
are but parts of a great whole. The spiritual awakening 
in New England, the United States, arid Canada ; in North 
and South Wales, in pai-ts of England and Scotland, to- 
gether with the green verdure dimpling over here and thevo 
a spot amidst the arid wilds of Connaught, Labrador, New 
Zealand, and the Hebrides, portions of France, Spain, Pof- 
tugal, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, Eussin, 
India, Italy, and even Rome itself, are all the work of the 
God of all grace, and are parts of the one great scheme in 
which are united, according to the everlasting counsels, the 
blessing of man and His own supreme glory." 
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Foe the last quarter of a century the several Protestant 
churches in Ireland have been engaged in eai'nest effoits 
for the evangelization of the Roman Catholics of that 
couutiy. At the period of the famine, about fourteen years 
ago, when the hand of the Almighty lay heavily on the 
land, a door of access was opened to those districts which, 
in the south and west, had suffered so severely from the 
calamitous visitation. Agencies were thenceforward em- 
ployed, and enterprises nndertaken, some of them on a 
lai'ge and expensive scale, for the dissemination of Protes- 
tant truth ; and there is reason to believe, that for some 
years subsequently, many were led to renounce the system 
of Romanism, and to embrace the tenets of a purer faith. 
Of late there has been comparatively little to report of 
success in this department, except whatever may have been 
realized among the youthfid portion of the population, 
through those industrial and educational appliances which, 
especially in Connaught, have done much to elevate the 
general community. The great awakening, liowevor, by 
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which a merely nominal Protestantism has been made to 
glow with a new life, has brought Divine tnith into vital 
contact with the minds of many who have heretofoi-e been 
immersed in Romish ignoi'ance, and has guided along the 
upward path many who were gi-oping amid the thickest 
darkness. Some of these are noble specimens of Chiistian 
consistency and steadfastness, who, amid many trials and 
seductions, have already proved that they count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 

It is impossible to compute the number of this most 
interestiag class of conveits. In many cases, as stated in 
the returns with which I have been favored, individuals 
have been sijirited away from their respective neighboi-- 
hoods, and placed oat of the reach of all those influences 
under which they had given hopeful evidence of being 
brought. In others, — and these, perhaps, the majority of 
instances, — the first transient impressions wei-e speedily 
effaced, and the paities so affected returned to their former 
spiritual allegiance. The practice too generally adopted 
of making public every case of secession from Rome, in- 
spired its votaries with fi-esh vigilance, and alarmed the 
priesthood into the employment of all their artifices by 
which they win back the neophytes, and to assert over 
them their own exclusive jurisdiction. To this it is to bo 
added, that, knowing little of gospel truth before they 
become alive to the importance of eternal things, even tho 
best of those who " came out " from the old system by 
which they were enslaved, required much training and 
instruction before they could be admitted to the paj^aeipit- 
tion of Christian privilege. 

It is wonderful, however, how, notwithstanding the ope- 
ration of such varied and advei-se influence, so many were 
intelligently enabled to relinquish their ecclesiastical rela- 
tionships, and to embrace the simple truth as it is in Jesus ; 
how all at once they turned away from human mediatoi's, 
and, with loud cvies for meruy, did homage to the only 



:,C~,0(>glc 



XHB CRIMEAH SOLDIER. 357 

name by whicli the sinner can be saved ; how, in despite 
of social ties and petty peraecations, they persevered in 
waiting upon God in a form and manner which not long 
before they would have utterly abjured; and how so large 
a nnraber have been enabled to witness a good confession 
before many witnesses, and, by the quiet force of an exem- 
plary demeanor, to stop the mouths of gEuneayei-s. 

In the returns alluded to, I have received the most sat- 
isfactory assurances, after making full deduction for all 
dubious cases, of the genuine conversion, so far aa man 
can judge, of several hundreds of Romanists, and that 
only in connection with a single section of the Protestant 
Church. The following selected instnnces are taken from 
the several communications with which I have been fur- 
nished: 

The Crimean Soldier. — The first case is that of one 
who gave good evidence of genuine conversion, both in 
life and death. It is supplied by the Rev. Joseph Barkley, 
of Carnmoney, county Antrim, " He was a soldier, who 
lost Lis health by exposure to cold in the trenches at the 
Crimea, and was discliai^ed in consequence. He returned 
to his native place an enfeebled and broken-down man, 
though stiU in the prime of life, but without pension, or 
other means of support. Two years ago he was supposed 
to be at the point of death, and was told by both doctor 
and priest that he had but a short time to live ; on which 
tlie poor fellow burst into tears, and besought the Lord to 
spare him a little longer, ' to make his soul,' as he expressed 
it. His prayer was heard, his health in a measure restored, 
and his soul saved in the following manner: A young 
man, who had himself been brought to Christ during the 
revival, set his heart on his conversion to Jesua. He 
spoke to him about his soul ; and, as the soldier had never 
learned t-o read, he spent night after night instructing him 
oiit of the Scriptures in the way of salvation, and uniting 
with him in prayer for a blessing upon it. The other 
com'erLs were also exceedingly attentive to him, meeting 
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almost every night iu his little cabin, which consisted of a 
single apartment, for prayer, and supplying him, oat of 
their own scanty means, with all the necessaries of life. 
Thoy loved him as a brother, and it was a very beauteous 
spectacle to see the deep interest they took in his welfare. 
God at length crowned their efforts with success. The 
Spirit was given in answer to prayer, and he was now 
enabled to rejoice in God his Savioar ; and seldom has it 
been our lot to witness, even among Protestants, deeper 
piety, or more unfaltering faith in the finished work of 
Christ, than was exhibited by the Crimean soldier prior to 
his death. He wore away gi'adually, and at last fell asleep 
in Jeaua ; charing his wife, before his depai'tnre, not to 
peiTtiit the priest to visit him, and to embrace the faith that 
ho died in, if she would meet him in heaven ; and leaving, as 
his parting legacy to his kind Christian instructor, the ap- 
propriate and expressive words, though he knew not where 
to find them, having never learned to read, ' Let him know 
that he who converteth the sinner from the error of his 
ways, shall save a soul from death, and ehallhide a mnlti- 
tude of sins.' That poor soldier, no one who saw him in 
his last momenta can doubt, is now before the throne." 

Two Fmioles and a Male Convert. — These cases ai-e 
supplied by the Rev. F. Buick, of Ahoghill, in the same 
county, "Several Roman Catholics in this district who 
felt the revival, are keeping firm to Christ, and are grow- 
ing in Divine things. Some of them, who were bigoted in 
their former faith, hostile to the truth, and far from what 
they ought to be, are now amongst the loveliest specimens 
of a living Christianity. With the change of their hearts, 
their views and characters, there is a most pleasing change 
in their outward person. The love of Jesus, of His Word 
and ordinances, is now intense. One of the same pei-sua- 
sion, brought up in the glens of Antrim, was dark, and 
ignorant, and gloomy indeed. She was brought under 
conviction, and led to Jesus. Forthwith she was severed 
from Iit;r foi-mor {;:iith, and light gradually began to cast its 
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blight radiance on her featnres. She felt very powerful 
bodily manifestations, bciEg unable to speak for several 
days; but dming this period she made rapid advances in 
knowledge. When directed to Jesus, — when she got 
glimpses of his love, — when pei-suaded of his willingness 
to save even the chief of sinnera, — and when aasnred that, 
in believing on Hira, she should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life, her countenance assumed a heavenly appear- 
ance of light and beauty, filled with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory. She is now an eai'nest worahipper in a 
Presbyterian church, and of the reality of her change her 
neighbors entertain no doubt. Another woman of the 
same persnasion, who was a regular bigot in her way, has 
been converted in the revival. Her hold of Rome has 
been broken ; and her prayei-s for her former guides are 
most eai'nest and special. She is in teiTor lest her people 
should force her to return home, well knowing that they 
would confine her, in order to compel her to go back to 
her foi-mer faith; but against this she seems fully deter- 
mined. A young man, brought up in the same religion, 
happened to attend worship in our church on a Sabbath 
when there was a powei-ful movement among the congi'e- 
.gation. Many were stricken, and most of the worshippers 
on that day were moved to tears. After his i-etm-n from 
the house of God, and when in a family where the revival 
bad entered, he was stricken; and, when visited, he was 
fottnd pouring out a stream of holy and earnest pj'ayers to 
Jesus, as the Saviour of sinnei-s. On a Bible being put 
into his hand, he said he would 'never let it go.' Thence- 
forth he has been an anxious inquirer. His progress in 
Divine things became astonishing. His gifts of prayer, 
and pi-aise, and of exhortation, are truly wonderful ; and 
his delight by night and day now is in continuing to 
exercise them, and in trying to win einners to the Saviour. 
His path is like that of the just, shining more and more 
onto the perfect day." 

An Aged Female. — The nest case is one which also 
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occuiTed in the county Antrim. Going to visit one day 
with a brother minister, Mr. Simpson, of Portrush, was met 
by a young woman, who thus accosted him ; 

"Mr. Simpson, when are you going again to visit the 
Widows ?" 

"I am just on my way there; have you any messsige for 
me?" 

With quivering Hp and tearful eye she wallied along, and 
made no reply. The two ministers followed in silence 
after the weeper, not wishing to interfere with the sacred- 
ness of her giief By-and-by Mi-. Simpson came up, and 



" Please, who are you ? and have you anything particular 
to say to me ? " 

" Oh, I am wife to A. C , and the old woman was very 

uneasy in her mind since she heai-d you at Widow S 's 

house, and wants yoa to go back again." 

The "old woman" referred to was so wedded to the 
Romish system, that she had been known to rush out of a 
house in which a Presbyterian minister was about to kneel 
in prayer, 

"You don't mean to tell me that s/ie wishes to hear me, 
do yon ? " 

" It's true enough, sir. She bade me call on you, and 
inquire when yoa would be up ; but I did n't know how 1 
could even go to your door after what I have done," 

" Why, what 's the matter? what have you done?" 

" Oh ! I was once a Presbyterian, but mariied a Roman 
Catholic, and have gone to mass with him, and had my 
child chiTstened by the priest." 



" Yes, very bad ; but of one thing I II assure you,' if God 
spares my health and life, my foot shall never cross a mass- 
house door again." 

A fresh gush of tears came, and she sobbed convulsively. 
After a little quiet, Mr, Simpson, who himself was not a 
little moved, invited her to come over with her aged 
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relative to the house in question, to which sho readily 
assented. The place was filled, as usual when a minister 
■was seen to enter any house on such an errand. The 
portion read was the 103d Psalm ; and in the remarka 
made, it was particularly urged that each should bo led to 
ask that he might be enabled to say, " Bless the Lord, O 
my soul." The exercise in due time terminated, and the 
minister retired. 

Calling, after nightfall, at another house in the neighbor- 
hood, Mr. Simpson found that its piincipal inmates had 
gone to pray with the Roman. Catholic old woman who so 
earnestly desired to hear him in the morning, as she had 
been very unhappy. In the after-part of the day she was 
outside her little cottage, when a perfect flood of light, as 
she imagined, bathed the dwelling; and, rushing in, she 
raised a wild cry for mercy, and fainted away. It was not 
to the Virgin that she poured forth her plaint, but to Him 
who alone can hear and give deliverance. 

At eleven o'clock that night, the foot of the Presbyterian 
minister crossed her threshold, and as soon as her eye fell 
npon him, she exclaimed, " Oh ! I can say, sir, before I 
sleep, 'Bless the Lord, O my soul.'" Beside her on tlve 
bed lay an open Bible, the symbol of her new faith and 
hope, though she could not read a syllable. The 103d 
Psalm, at her request, was again read, and thanks were 
offered to Him from whom she had obtained mercy. 

The younger woman, who had borne the message of the 
morning, seeing the change so divinely wrought, especially 
on the unhappy temper of the aged female, was convinced 
also, "Both have since been received," saya Mr. Simpson, 
"into the communion of the Presbyterian Church, and are, 
so far as man can judge, walking in the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless." 

The Boy who BattUd for Ms Liberty. — This case is 
thus introduced by the Rev. James White, of Carrick- 
fcrgns : 

"We have had some interesting cases of awakening 
31 
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among Roman Catliolics. Ono young lad, who had been 
brought under conviction while a servant in the employ- 
ment of a hearer of mine, has been spirited away I know 
not where. Poor boy! I fear it has been made impossible 
for him to follow the convictions of his own awakened 
conscience. Another boy, after braving a storm before 
ivhlch many an older bead would have quailed, has bat- 
tled succes^ully for Lis liberty, and is now prosecuting his 
studies at the K. B. A. Institution." 

The latter case here i-efeiTed to is one of peculiar interest. 
The name of the lad ia Costello, and the circnmstancea aro 
well known in TTlster, through the public press, as brought 
out in a judicial investigation ; as the result of which, hia 
own mother, who had giievously maltreated the youth, 
was obliged to give security to keep the peace towai-da 
him. He had been a subject of the awakening in his native 
place, and had received such treatment as ia too often 
shared by those wbo assei-t their independence of the 
yoke of Rome, In his evidence before the bench of 
magistrates, and in a letter subsequently in a Liverpool 
publication, Costello made, in substance, the following 
statement : 

"On the evening of the 3d of July, my mother having, 
along with otbei-s, taken me home by force, they all began 
together to try to influence me. One said I should be put 
behind the fire and bui-ned; others attempted also to put 
me in bodily fear. A person who was stopping in the 
house, more reasonable than tbe rest, said to them, 'You 
cannot resist tbe Almighty, If tbe boy desu-es to go to 
meeting (the Presbyterian worship), let him; if he wants 
to go to chapel (the Roman Catholic), let him go,' But 
they would not consent to tliat at all. Searching my 
clothes after I had gone to bed, they found a little hymn- 
book in my pocket, which they burned. My mother came 
into tbe room in which I lay, not yet asleep, but pretend- 
ing to be so, and sprinkled me with holy water. When I 
awoke in the morning, I began to sing little bymns which 
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I had learnt out of the book they banied. My mother 
bade me desist, but I peraevered until she gave me my 
own way. I then got a New Testament, and began to 
read in bed ; whereupon, one of two ladies who had come 
in said that it should be burned too ; tiio other said, No ; 
she would rather bnry it. Again, when they had left, I 
sang some hymns ; whereupon my mother seized a heavy 
stick, and began to do as she had been instructed by the 
piiest, who, when sent for the day before to see me, did 
not come, but sent a message to them to beat me with a 
stick, and throw a bucket of cold water over me. I strove, 
as well as I could, to defend myself; but after a struggle, 
I sank resistless on the bed. I was sorely hurt ; but I 
biamed the priest, not my mother. 

" After a while my strength recruited, and the priest 
came. He began to laugh, and mock, and scoff at the 
revival, — speaking of a mustard blister and the asylum as 
the best care for it. I quoted part of the New Testament 
in the second chapter of the Acts, when he immediately 
said ; ' How do yon know that that is the word of God f If 
you prove to me that any part of tJie Bible is the word of 
God, I '11 give you £200.' — ' Well, sir,' I said, ' I can't prove 
anything; but since you don't believe the Scriptures, I 
need not talk to you.' The holy water being run out, my 
mother asked him to make some more ; and then he spent 
some fifteen minutes at the holy water at the bed-side. So 
I got rid of him. Othera coming in, one asked me to say 
my prayers, which I said on till I came to the ' Hail, Mary ! ' 
which I skipped, and came to the apostles' creed. ' Hail, 
Mary!' cries the other. 'No,' swd I, 'no Hail Mary for 
me;' and with that my mother began again with the 
stick, at the bidding of this woman ; but I forgive her, for 
she acted as she was told. In the scuffle, the candle was 
blown out, and on its being lighted again, the pcraon before 
mentioned drew me towards her, and made me say the 
Popish prayei-s. If I had not said them, they would have 
all but killed me; and with this I conclude, I have not 



Host.d./Gciogic 



864 THE RKVIVAL AND THE ROMAN CATHOJjICS. 

penned half of the things against them, for they have gone 
out of my mind." 

And this scene was enacted in the middle of tlie nine- 
teenth century, not in Rome or Najjles, but in the north 
of Ireland, and within a distance of only seven miles of the 
capital of Ulster! It is gratifying to know, as stated by 
Mr. White, that the victim of such ci'uelties has escaped 
out of the hands of his tormentors, and is now receiving 
the benefit of instractioo in one of our principal educa- 
tional institutions. 

The Lost Toleen is thns stated by Mr. Matthew Patteson, 
of Edinburgh, to whom it was communicated when on a 
visit to his native country at the period of the awakening: 

"A Roman Catholic woman returning from the town 

of B , in the County Antrim, on a Saturday evening, 

saw something shining on the road. She had never seen 
anything like it before. ' I don't know what it is,' ssud 
she; 'but it is for luck any way,' and she put it in her 
pocket. Next day she looked at it, and read, 'This do in 
remembrance of me.'^ She thought on these words — 
what could they mean? It must be something about 
Christ. On Tuesday night she was prostrated in her own 
bouse, under deep conviction of sin, and cried to the Lord 
Jesus to have mercy on her sou!. Her husband proposed to 
send for the priest. ' No, no,' said she ; ' no one can do me 
good but Jesus Christ.' Her husband still persisting, she 
said, 'If you send for any one, send for the Presbyterian 
minister.' He was sent for, and on aniving, he saw in a 
moment what was the matter, and said, 'The blood of 
Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin.' ' Neither 
is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.' ' Him that cometh unto me I will in nowise cast 
out.' He offered up a short and simple prayer, and left. 
Some days after, he saw her again. She was quite com- 
posed. He asked her, 'Had she been at any meeting?' — 
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< jsj"o.' — ' What, theo, led you to think of your sins ? ' She 
mentioned the above particulars, and drawing something 
from her pocket, added, ' It was this that did it ali.' Look- 
ing at it, he said, ' This is one of my communion tokens ; 
some one returning from the Saturday sermon muat have 
dropped it.' He explained its use as a sign of charch- 
memberehip, and that they were returned by the parties 
when seated at the communiou-table, adding, 'We have a 
limited number of them, and are anxious they should not 
fall into wrong hands; and as it is of no use to you, I will 
feel obliged to you for it.' — ' Oh, no,' she replied, ' I cannot 
give it you. I will never part vritb it till I put it into your 
own hand sitting at the communion-table.' 

"Are not God's ways veiy wonderfiil? The losing of a 
token the finding of a soul ! What a powerful preacher is 
that bit of lead ! and what an exciting sermon the words, 
' This do in remembi-anco of me,' when they ai-e blessed 
by the Spirit of God!" 

The Drunken Beggar is mentioned in a veiy few words, 
by the Rev. J. M. Rogei-s, of Kilrea, County Derry: 

" One of our converts was a Papist, a beggar, and a 
drunkard. He pei-sists in attending most i-eguiarly our 
public services and pi-ayer-meetings — though, in principle, 
we have not given him, till now, any congregational iud. 
lie never takes intoxicating drink of any kind, though 
offbred money to use the smallest qiiantity. He is proof, as 
I believe, through gi-ace, against ridicule, temptation, and 
persecution." 

One who had Married a Presbyterian, finds a naiTator 
of her interesting story in the Rev. Alexander Minniss, of 
Saltersland, County Den-y : 

" Sarah Kennedy was manied to a dissolute man, whose 
name she beai'S, some yeai-s since. Her liushand was a 
nominal Presbyterian, but by his godless habits gave mel- 
ancholy evidence of the utter absence of all i-eligion. His 
wife was brought up a strict Roman Catholic, to which 
system all her connections belong. After her marriage. 
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she occasionally tttended public worahip in our congi'ega- 
tion Hei I resence there did not result from any love to 
the tiuth oi anj chinge in her religious views, but merely 
fiom a slmsh feii ot hei husband, by whom she was 
sometimei coustiaim-d to attend. This was stil! further 
evinced by the fict thit when I sometimes called at their 
house, I could easily observe that she had very little regard 
either for me, or ray religious principles. Matters went 
on in this way for a year or two after their mamage, when 
eventually they gave up all connection with ns, and sunk 
into a state of absolute heathenism, both alike neglecting 
all ordinances; and the hnsband, in pai'ticulai', becoming 
addicted to the vilest habits. 

" Early in Jnne last, she who is the subject more par- 
ticnlaj'ly of the present notice, was stricken down at a 
meeting in the neighborhood, though not condncted by me. 
I had not seen her for two or three years before that time. 
It seems that when visited in this way, those who were 
about her offered to send for a priest, or any clergyman, of 
any denomination she might desire. She stated that her 
wishes were that I should be sent for. With as much 
promptitude as possible, I visited her habitation, and found 
her weak in body, and much distressed in mind. Ailer a 
considerably lengthened interview, I left her in an im- 
proved condition, not only in relation to peace of mind, 
but even apparently in regard to bodily strength. 

"From that time forward, she began to attend, with 
the utmost regnlai'ity, our Sabbath services, our evening 
meetings, and our classes for the instruction of the young. 
She was grossly ignorant, not having been taught even to 
read. Her desire for knowledge appeared vei-y earnest, 
and her progress satisfactory. 

"Mattel's went on in this way until about the end of 
August, when, apparently in great anxiety, she came to me 
one Sabbath morning, to say that she desired to speak 
with me. The object she had in seeking an interview, was 
to narrate to me a dream th^t she had on the previous 
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iiiglit. She dreamed that four angelic-Iooldng beings 
ciime into the room where she was, and sung a portion of 
the 40th Psaim, and enjoined Iier to peraevere in the 
coui-se she was pui-suing. I gave her what instrnction on 
the subject I considered salutary ; telling her, that al- 
though we are not to regard dreams as prophetic, yet God 
raay even in sleep superintend the imagination for. good 
and useful purposes, and endeavoring practically to apply 
the truth in her case. On the Wednesday following she 
came to me again, and stated, that during the pi-eceding 
night she had a vision similar to the otlier, in which she 
was enjoined to come to me, and desire to be baptized. 
She also imagined that statements of an encoura^ng 
chai'acter, such as have been already mentioned, were 
made to her. To specify these particularly, would, how- 
ever, occupy too much space here. In some oases, she 
imagined that these supposed visitants read portions of 
Scriptui-e; in other cases, that they sang certain psalms; 
in other cases, that they conveyed salutary admonitions on 
the subject of prayer and other duties. In all cases, how- 
ever, the adjunction in regard to baptism was repeated. 
From that time she became intensely anxions to receive 
the ordinance of baptism. Her views on the subject were 
perfectly correct. She often stated to me, that it was not 
owing to a belief that it would save her soul, that she 
desired to be baptized ; but owing to the fact, that having 
had t!ie ceremony administered according to the foi-m of 
the Church of Rome, she had never been scripturaliy bap- 
tized. As the baptism of a Roman convert was a new 
thing in om- church, before giving her any promise on the 
subject, I consulted a distinguished Father in the neigh- 
borhood, and some of my brethren in the ministry. They 
all agreed, that when I was satisfied with her profession 
and attainments, I should administer the ordinance. For 
some weeks she waited carefully on instruction. I was 
pleased, and even astonished at her progress. At length 
I examined her in the presence of the session, after our 
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Sabbath seiTice, and hivinK received their ipprovil on the 
succeeding Sabbitb in thi, pri-stnut of the assi,nibled con 
gregation, administered the solemn i itc After th it it oui 
commnnion in the month of No^embei, I hid the [jecwlni 
gi'atification of admitting her foi the fiist time to the 
Lord's table, in company with i considei ible numbei of 
the young of our chaige, who make i consistent piofeasion 
of having received i saving chinge 

"It is with great giatification that I am able to ■vdd, 
that the profession of this womin is still miilied by the 
most nnswerving conaistcntj I behe\e she bents the 
most unmistatahle fimts of genuine ^odlines'! I shill 
mention some of the mote jiominent 

"Xove to the Peo}.U of God — Hei "iffection foi them 
seems to be of the most gtnmne chwaetei, ind then sj 
ciety and conveiie nj peais the sonice of the utmost giit 
ifieation. I cannot expiebs the satisfaction I have mjself 
felt in visiting hei hnmble home 

'^UsefiUness. — Hei husband, who wi? one of the mc^t 
reckless men in the whole communitj, 1 ir now boon cam 
pletely changed He ilso wis admitted to the Loid(= 
Supper, for the fii-at time, on the last occasion. I believe 
the influence of her example and admonitions were biessod 
by God as the instrumentality in leading to this change, 

"Sterling Integrity. — Owing to imprudent habits dur- 
ing past years, they had contracted debt. Their creditors 
were disposed, I believe, to give up their case as hopeless. 
Since this change, however, by great self-sacrifice, they 
seem detei-mined to act honestly. It would be injustice 
not to add, that, with al! this outward pressm'S and strait- 
ened circumstances, I have been astonished at the liberality 
they seem disposed to exercise in the cause of God. 

"JRegularity of Attendance on the Means of Grace. — 
During the past winter, notwithstanding all its extreme 
severities, her attendance at the house of God has even 
surpassed what might have been expected. Though but 
thinly clad, the most inclement days did not keep hor 
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away from the aanctnai^. She seemed to be present also, 
not in form merely, but most truly in spii-it, 

^ A Spirit of Forgiveness. — In the population of this 
distriet there is a considerable Romish element. Her 
friends and neighbors bitterly opposed her, and chiefly in 
regard to the matter of her baptism. Not a few of the 
careless belonging to all denominations were disposed to 
scoff. In all cases, when speaking of this cruel treatment, 
I never saw anything like the existence of a vLadictive 
spirit on her part, 

^'■Prayerfidness. — Her intimate acquaintances testify 
how mnch she delights in prayer. When the imperfect 
accommodation of her humble home may not have been 
able to secure her from intrusion, she hs^ been known to 
retire to some secluded place outside, that there she might 
more uninterruptedly hold commanion with God. In sach 
a situation as this she has been accidentally met with, 
prostrated before a throne of grace. 

" Such, together with many othera that we might specify, 
are some of the fruits that attest the reality of a change 
effected by that God who is 'wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working.'" 

The Stammerer Cured. — This is the very remarkable 
case of a young man, David Creswell, respecting whom 
I have made the fullest inquiry, and whose history is as 
follows : 

He had come to Moneymore from Derry, his native 
place, in very sad plight, seeking work as a stone-mason. 
Calling at the house of a kind-hearted Wesleyan, his mis- 
erable appearance bespoke the sympathy of its owner, 
who firat supplied him with a little food, and afterwards 
found him snitable employment. Although he had been 
addicted to intemperance, which bad vednced him to his 
deplorable state of destitution, he conducted himself with 
much propriety during his sojourn in the place, and there 
became the subject of a spii-itual change, which gave a 
new direction to his entire future life. 
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Nothing is more remai-kablc ia tlio case of Greswell, 
after his change, than the i-emoval of a natural irapecfi- 
ment, which at times deprived him of the power of in- 
telligible utterance. So painful was it to witness his in- 
effectual attempts at articulation, that wlien he has called 
at a house to deliver a message, the person whom he ad- 
dressed has been known to retire to some other apartment 
on the pretence of businesa, only to find the messenger on 
his return still laboring to announce hie errand. With 
this constitutional defect he was also unhappily addicted 
to the use of profane language ; interlarding his discourse, 
so far as his stammei-ing tongue permitted it, with words 
of blasphemy. When Moneymore was visited by the 
awakening, he would attend the meetings, but only to 
hang about the outskirts, and indulge in mockery. 

On the night of Sabbath, the 19th of June, he was pass- 
ing, at a late hour, the open door of a private honae in the 
village, and heard a voice engaged in fervent supplication ; 
and the name of Christ was used in it so impressively and 
tenderly, as to arrest for the moment his errant footsteps. 
He felt constrained to enter; and in a short time found 
himself among the domestic group, and uniting with them 
in the outward ftirm in prayer. When the exercise was 
ended, and tlie Rev. Dr. Earnett, by whom it was engaged 
in, rose to depart, he left along with him, — keeping at a 
distance, to avoid the possibility of personal communica- 
tion, but resolved to follow him to another dwelling where 
his presence was desired by some of its anxious inmates. 
Just then the an-ow of the Almighty pierced his spirit; a 
sti-ange, bewildering teiTor took possession of him, and he 
sank prostrate on the earth. 

It was now one o'clock on Monday morning, and he was 
caiTied into an adjoining house, where he was violently 
affected for several hourB. At five, he was able to walk to 
his own lodging ; and there, for nearly a fortnight, he was 
the subject of many alteraations of hope and fear, — his 
bodily wealiness incapacitating him for any manner of 
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ivoi-li. On the 2cl of July, he was struck down a second 
time, and, after a deadly conflict, he was led, as he believea, 
to the enjoyment of "perfect peace." Befoi-e his change, 
he had been given to the immoderate use of tobacco, as 
well as strong diinlc, when he could procure it ; but, ever 
since, he has lost all taste for both ; while the removal of 
his physical infirmity came contemporaneously with his 
spiritual deliverance. From the first moment when he felt 
himself in the grasp of a higher power, he refused all 
priestly aid, and, I'euouncing the religion of the cracifix 
for that of the cross, put himself into the hands of Him 
who, by his own marvellous intervention, had rescued him 
from temporal and eternal ruin. He haa ever since con- 
tinued to walk worthy of his new-born freedom, and is at 
this moment at a seminaiy in England, where he has been 
placed by the kindness of friends, that he may be educated, 
and trained for some department of active usefulness. 

The Rev. John Knox Leslie, of Cookstown, relates, in 
the following term^, the case of 

The Woman who was a Sinne}: — "At the close of one 
of our prayer-meetings, in summer, a woman I had never 
known or seen before oame up to mc, iveeping, and ex- 
pressing an anxious desire to speak to me, as she felt that 
she was very ignorant of the way of salvation. In com- 
pany with one of our students, I went out to the country 
to see hei-; when I had an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with her strange history. She had been cohabit- 
ing with a ra;m, whose wife is still living, for nineteen 
years, and had nine illegitimate children. Some weeks 
before the outburat of the revival, she told me, she felt a 
dreadful weight upon her spii-its, which she could not at 
firet underatand, but found at last that it was connected 
with her sin. Her distress of mind became so gi'eat, that 
she could neither eat nor sleep ; and in the pai-oxysms of 
her grief, she would rush out of the hoose, and falling 
down on her knees behind a hedge, she would call on the 
Lord for mercy. . One day she said to another Romanist 
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woman, that ahe was so distressed, that she must go to the 
priest. ' Tou need not go,' said the other, ' for he will not 
listen to your confession, as you are living with a strange 
man.' — ' Well, if he does not i-eceive me, I will go to God 
Almighty.' The poignancy of her gilef continued to 
increase for weeks. To obtain rehefj she had recouree to 
every Popish expedient; but all in vain. She resolved 
to pray night and day to the Yirgin; but still she received 
no relief. She then began to draw oif from Rome, con- 
Tersing freely with Protestants on mattei-s of religion, 
and attended prayer-meeting. She began also to have 
some obscure glimmerings of the more excellent way of 
peace and salvation through Jesus Christ. She was groping 
on in darkness, and the Lord led her by a way that she 
knew not. She told me that one day, when overwhelmed 
with agony of soul, she lifted up her heart solely to Chi-ist, 
when immediately slie found relie:^ and her joy knew no 
bounds. In the presence of many of the neighboi's assem- 
bled, she told the man she had so long lived with that her 
Saviour would not allow her any longer to live with him 
in sin; that she was yet very ignorant of what she should 
do, but that she was prepared to do whatever the Lord 
Jesus would require. Her attendance at prayer-meetings 
and public ordinances in our church has been unremitting. 
She cannot read ; but she is growing rapidly in religious 
knowledge, and her character and entire conduct so 
changed, aa to exhibit a perfect contrast to what she once 
was. She continues steadfast and consistent in her reli- 
gious profession. I said to her one day, ' Could you not be 
induced once more to pray to the Virgin?' — 'No,' she 
said ; ' God has tanght me in the school of affliction how 
vain it is to trust in any creature for salvation.' She is 
now a member of the Presbyterian church." ' 

The Maid- Servant ai the Fair. — I have already de- 
scribed the country fair at Orritor, near Coolcstown, at 
which the ministers of the neighborhood so successfully 
contested the day with the frequenters of that scene of 
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riot and diasipation, holding a religious meeting of tliree 
hours' duration. Among those there impressed waa a Ro- 
man Catholic maid-servant. The statement which follows 
with respect to her, is furnished by the Rev. J. P. Wilson : 

" She had gone to the fair, after Laving heai-d much 
about the revival; and when she saw the meeting, she 
i-esolved to be one among others. She came, heard, and 
was convinced. A severe ovdeal awaited her. Kind 
fi-iends provided a conveyance, and took her to her mas- 
tele's honse ; but scai'cely had she been laid upon a bed, and 
friends began to console her, when her mother and other 
relatives bnrst into the house, rushed to her, and woald 
haul her out of bed. By-and-by the mother saw the otter 
helplessness of her daughter, and thought proper to desist ; 
hut she returned again the following day with a cart, and 
would force her daughter to go home with her. The poor 
girl has since recovered from her bodily weakness, and has, 
we trust, fonnd also healing for her soul. She has been 
obliged lately to leave this neighborhood and go to a dis- 
tance, that she might avoid the persecution of those who 
thought themselves her friends." 

The " Wild Arab " Tamed. — Of the cases above given, 
none are, perhaps, more interesting than the following, fur- 
nished by the Rev. "William J. Patten, of Dromara : 

" In this parish lives a man, named William Gilmore, 
who earns a livelihood by gathering rags through the 
countiy. In all the district there was none more notori- 
ous for wickedness. Every penny he could get was spent 
in drink ; and often has he pawned the clothes off his back 
to buy whiskey. Swearing was so femiliar, that scarce a 
word escaped his lips without an oath. Frequently has be 
been seen lying on the road in a fit of epilepsy, drunk, and, 
after the fit was ovei-, heard to swear so awftilly as to make 
the bystanders tremble lest God should strike him dead, 

" When under the influence of drink, he was always dis- 
posed to fight, and many a time had his poor wife to bear 
the brunt of the battle. Riglit well she know, from hard 
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blows and worse usage, what it is to be a drmi&ard's toife. 
Hia own acconnfc of iiiraself is, that there'was no bad prac- 
tice of wliitih he was not guilty, exoept theft and murder ; 
' and, indeed,' he said to me, ' I did rob and murder my 
children, for I starved them.' 

"He was a Romanist, and a veiy bigoted one, — the 
more so, perhaps, that his wife was a Protestant, — and he 
had never been in a Protestant place of worahip in his life- 
He was, moreover, as ignorant as any priest could desire, 
— not able to read a word. 

"Snch was this ignorant. Popish, drunken, sweai'iiig, 
figliting, wife-beating ragman. 

" When the revival began here, he mocked, as might 
have been expected. Speaking one day of a peraon who 
had been affected, he said, with an oath and a sneer, 'It 
has not touched tne yet.' But soon after God's Spirit did 
touch him. 

"It was one Sabbath night, in the be^nning of August. 
He had ordered his children that day to go to scliool at 
the Popish chapel. Their mother, however, unknown to 
him, had sent them to the Presbyterian school. When 
they came home, learning somehow that such had been 
the case, he cursed, and swore, and raged, and threat- 
ened ; and thus the Sabbath evening was spent. 

" So angry was he with his wife, that he vowed he would 
not occupy the same room with her, and went and lay 
down on the kitchen floor. During the night he awoke, 
and felt himself trembling from head to foot. He tried to 
rise, but eonld not — hia side seemed benumbed. He 
attempted now to speak to Hs wife, but hia tongue refused 
to move. And so he lay, trembling and praying, all night 
on the floor, 

" In the morning he found himself able to rise and speak ; 
and when he got up, he said to his wife and children, 
' With God's help, from this time forward I will lead a new 
life.' 

"During the day he went to the priest. Pie was greatly 
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affnghted by what had occuiTed, hut ignorant of what he 
shonld do, and so he went to the pi-iest for advice. But 
from him he got no comfort. Some of the converts, meet- 
ing him, advised him to go home and pray. He did so, 
and from that time began to attend our prayer- meetings, 
though once or twice after he went to the chapel. For 
the next five or six weeks his mind was in this doubting, 
anxious, inquiring, prayerfnl state, seeking rest but finding 

" At last God fulfilled to him the promise, ' Then shall 
ye know, if ye follow on to know the Lord.' The truth 
was made manifest to his conscience. ■ He saw himself to 
be a sinner, and Jesus to be the one Mediator; and his 
weaiy sonl found rest in Christ, To use his own words, 
he 'gave himself up, soul and body, to Jesus, and trusted 
Him with all,' 

" Since that time he has continued steadfast. No more 
has he gone, and no more, he says, will he go, to the chapel, 
but regularly attends the Presbyterian church and prayer- 
meetings. Every night he gets his children to read the 
Bible aloud, and he conducts family worahip. He has a 
prayer-meeting in his house, in which he sometimes takes a 
part, ponring out his thanks and wishes and wants to God, 
in language very homely, but very expressive. Often, in his 
travels through the country, gathering rags, does he meet 
with cursing and reproach. 'You deserve to be hunted out 
of the country, for turning,' said a Eomanist to him one 
day. 'It was not me that turned,' was bis reply ; 'it was 
Christ that turned me, or I never would of myself.' 

"As fai- as human eye can see, he is now a meek and 
lowly follower of the Lord Jesus. 

"Yesterday (March 15), I saw him lying on the bed of 
sickness, dangerously ill with inflamm.ation of the lunga, 
'Now,' thought I, 'is the time to test his sincerity and 
faith.' 'Well, William,' said I, 'how do you feel in mind?' 
'Oh,' said be, 'I am quite i-esigned to whatever is the will 
of God. T always pray to be able to say, " Thy will be 
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done."' — 'Would you be afi-aid todie, if it pleased God to 
call you away now?' — 'No, sir,' said he, 'I would not. I 
have given myself soul and body, into the hands of Christ. 
I do this every morning and every evening, and often 
during the day ; and I have not a doubt or fear.' 

" I left him, adoring God's gi-ace in having changed thia 
' Wild Arab' into ' an Israelite indeed.' " 

The two following instances are supplied by the Rev. 
Andi-ew Long, of Monreagh, whose thrilling narrative has 
been already given. The first is that of 

A Qirl of Thirteen. — " She was stricken at one of the 
open-air meetings. I asked her a great many questions 
about the way to salvation. I found she was looking to 
Christ alone. I said, to try her, ' Why don't you call on 
the Virgin Mary now?' She replied, 'Sir, I want none 
but Chi-ist.' — ' What ! ' said I, ' surely some of the saints or 
angels will come to yoar aid in your difficalty?' — 'Ob, no, 
sir,' she said ; ' none but Christ can do me any good.' No 
saint or angel could meet her wants. Her grandfather 
threatened to send her away, if she would not go to the 
priest ' to get the devil put out of her.' She told him, 
respectfully but firmly, that it was Christ she had got, and 
she would not part with Christ for any one — no matter 
what they would do to her. I gave her a Bible, which she 
read as often as she could do so privately. She kept it 
under her pillow at night. She commenced our Shorter 
Catechism, also, and composed some beautifully simple 
verses of poetry. Her parents, however, came from Scot- 
land, and immediately sent her to a Roman CathoHo 
school. The girl resisted as long as she could, but was 
at last compelled by a tyrannical mother to comply; and 
I have not now the privilege of visiting her. 

The Scoffer Silenced. — " The numei-ous groups on the 
field that were either praising God or praying, produced a 
deep sensation among Roman Catholics, and scoffers, and 
those who neglect the great salvation. One strong man 
fell in the crowd, in Carrigans, while returning home. He 
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was carried to the house of one of my people, and, as the 
procession advanced through the. village, the poor fellow 
cried vehemently, ' Christ have mercy on me t ' A brown- 
faced woman, a Roman Catholic, was leaning over her 
half-door, listening to the sounds, — for it was now dark, 
and she could not see, — and in reply to the stricken man's 
prayer, she offered the wicked response, ' The devil take 
you 1 ' It BO happened that, like a beam, she capsized over 
the half-door; her face came in contact with the flaga 
outside, and the blood gushed very freely for a considera- 
ble time. Many concluded it was a judgment from the 
Almighty ; but be this as it may, it had the effect of stop- 
ping her mouth, and caused the Roman Catholics of tlie 
district to stand in awe." 

Taught by a Tombstone. — The following statement is 
coramunicated by the Rev. H. P. Charleton, County Done- 
gal : " The circumstances which led to the conversion of a 
Roman Catholic, a small farmer, residing three or four 
miles from Londonderry, ai'e somewhat remarkable. Some 
months previous to the 'i-evival' reaching the neighbor- 
hood where he resides, he was earning a livelihood in 
England. His attention had been attracted by a small 
house on the wayside, overgrown with ivy, and approachetl 
by a gate. He seems to have been curious as to the use to 
which the building was put — whether it was inhabited or 
not. One evening he pansed in his walk, and looked over 
the gate, when his eye fell npon a tombstone, bearing a 
iTide inscription in verse, the purport of which was, that 
those who die out of Christ must perish everlastingly. 
The rude and simple verses sent the arrow of conviction to 
his heart. For months a wakened conscience kept him 
uneasy. He returaed to Ireland. About June, 1859, a 
wave of the sea of grace, then rising in our land, swept 
over the neighborhood where oui' convert then resided, 
and where he is still residing. One day he was at his 
devotions, .ind, I believe, entreating God to have mercy 
on him, when lie was seiKod by one of those swoons so 
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peculiar, and eo common during the season of revival. 
This seems to have been the tarning-point in bis life. He 
has abandoned the communion of Rome, — is regular in 
his attendance on the Presbyterian church of Burt, and on 
each Sabbath evening renders his aid in conducting a 
prayer-meeting in a hamlet in the neighborhood of hia 
residence. His prayers are veiy earnest, and remarkably 
scriptural, and he evidences both the gift and grace of 
prayer. His life is most consistent," 

Such are a few cases, out of many, in whicb there is 
good reason to believe a change has been effected, not 
only in the religious profession, but in the entire spiritual 
histoiy of those who have esperienced it. In this great 
awakening, Rome has encountered a new adversary ; and, 
although all her arts have been resorted to — too often 
successfully — for the purpose of arresting inquiry and 
stifling conviction, the power with whicb she has con- 
tended is too mighty to be baffled by her machinations,^ 
In the liberation of Bo many of her unhappy votaries with- 
out the immediate intervention of any human agency, may 
we not see an earnest of that day of triumph, when her 
knell shall be nmg out in the heaving of exulting Christen- 
dom, and when heaven shall reecho back to earth the 
shout of jubilation that shall arise over her irrevocable 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Thb patboloeical phenomeni which at an e tily peiiod 
weie iseooiitei with the awakening recoid m the preeed 
iiig pages hive been the theme of much perplexed discus 
Mon I ipiiotch this pait of the subject therefoie with 
sone de^iee of difhience especially is I am ccnvinced 
thnt iioth Qg cin be mote out of pldce thin a tone of 
logmitihm in dealing with i ;[uestion -which lemanda 
foi its solition a nice icqutmt'ince with oui eom^Ies. con 
etitntion tnd with the liws that legulate ito wondrous 
mechanism 

In the coniie of the jeai immediately i leceding that in 
which the outburat of lelyous feivoi engn^fl the nni^ei 
sal interest at home, I had enjoyed the pi'ivllcge of wit- 
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ncasiiig, to some extent, the coarse of that great revival by 
■which the churches of the New World had beea visited, 
and which has been regarded by them as one of the most 
memorablG displays of Divine power and mercy. Espe- 
cially had I remarked ite noieelesa character, and its entire 
freedom from those tumultuous agitations which have 
sometimes signalized the progress of kindred movements 
in that land. I was well aware, too, that the ablest theo- 
logians of America, warned by the experience of the past. 
Lad, both by word and deed, dieeonntenanoed the physical 
concomitants of the awakenings by which their country 
has been so often favored, and that theii- absence on the 
1 of the late effusion of the Spirit was a theme of 
congratulation. Accordingly, when a numerous 
and influential meeting was convened, for private con- 
sultation, soon after the first appeai'ance of the revival in 
Belfiist, I took the opportunity of referring to such ex- 
periences, especially as enforced by Dr. Hodge, of Prince- 
ton, than whom America can boast no greater master in 
Israel. Others also made similar representations. 

The pathological affections that were developed at an 
early period in the TJlster movement, although presenting 
some points of resemblance, were not identical, in all re- 
spects, with those delineated in the narratives of the 
American, revivals of other days. In the latter case, they 
were the voluntaiy muscles of the system that were called 
into violent action, as in the well-known instances in Ken- 
tucky and other places ; in the foi-mer, the symptoms wei-e 
those of physical debility, and of a total sinking of mus- 
cular enei^, often amounting to insensibility. It was felt, 
therefore, that the phenomena in question should be 
judged of according to the phase under which they actu- 
ally appeared ; and as they were a new thing in our expe- 
rience, a committee was appointed to inquire into their 
peculiar character, and into the movement generally, and 
to report to future meetings. These meetings were held 
for some time, and wore under the oversight of the lato 
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lamented Dr. Wilson, Professor of Sacred Literature, — 
one of the soundest intellects in connection with any 
church, I regret that no formal statement of hia views on 
the subject was ever published, as it might have done 
much to guide others, at an early stage, in i-elation to a 
department of such exciting interest. There is no doubti 
however, that our departed friend was thoroughly con- 
vinced, fi'om the beginning, of the reality of the work, 
although he made little account of its unusual accompani- 
ments. 

In adverting to the peculiar character of those physical 
affections with which we are now familiar, I may here in- 
troduce an extract fi-om a letter, lately received by the 
Bishop of Down and Connor, from Bishop M'llvaine, of 
Ohio, in which he states their similai-ity to those observed 
in the beginning of this century, in Kentucky, among the 
same race of people, namely, the Preabyteiian sottlera from 
the north of Ireland : 

"As to the cases of 'striking,' which have appeai-ed so 
often in connection with the work in Ireland, I have re- 
cently become acquainted with some singular facts. I waa 
conversing the other day with the gi'andson of a very in- 
telligent and prominent man among the early settlers of 
Ohio, who ssud, that when those accounts from Ii-eland 
were lii-st read among his fiiends, they exclidmed, 'Why, 
that is exactly what occurred among the Scotch-Irish in 
Kentucky, 1804.' The older counties of Kentucky were 
settled from Virginia, and from a part of Virginia which 
was peopled by the posterity of the Scotch-Irish Presby- 
terians, who originally went thither fi-om Ireland. It was 
that Scotch-Irish posterity that settled Kentucky, — a 
Presbyterian people, — chiefly an intelligent, hardy, indus- 
trious, brave, and quiet set of people. In about the year 
1804, there occurred a great revival among them, spread- 
ing over several counties, undei' the preaching of certain 
faithful men. They met by thousands, in the forests, for 
worship, — the few houses of worship being too small and 
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scattered. The revival was followed by veiy peiTafment 
and marked spiritual blessings. It left its impress in the 
very decided Christian ehai-acter of its subjects. The 
grandfather of my informant was one of them. After- 
wards he moved to Ohio, and his eon was Governor of 
Ohio. 

" The •character of the people was precisely that from 
which you wonld least expect a mere excitement. They 
were the very ones to suspect and resist all attempts 
to produce excitement. But among those Scotch-Irish 
strangely appeared precisely such cases of striking as the 
same sort of people, in the very region whence their 
fethera came, have been now exhibiting. Infidels and 
scoffers went to see and ridicule the work, and instantly, 
without conscious preparatory states of mind, were stricken 
down. All the phases mentioned in Ireland took place in 
Kentucky, except that I cannot say anything of the visions 
(a peculiarity In which I see nothing of importance). 
These strikings were preached against, and not sought to 
be promoted ; the temperament of the people was averee 
to them, and still they appeared ; and, what is very re- 
markable, since the days of Jonathan Edwards, and the 
great revival in Kew England in his day (1735 and 1740), 
such manifestations have not appeared among any other 
people. We have heai-d of bodily effects of vaiious kinds 
among some very ignorant, disorderly sects in our frontier 
settlements ; but they were not connected with gospel 
truth, and were directly sought and promoted as religion, 
and were ludicrous as well as strange. These curious 
coincidents, in regard to a people who have been among 
the veiy best of onr populations, I mention only as matter 
of fact." 

The first and general view taken of the phenomena in 
question by the religious portion of the public, was, that 
on whatever theoiy they might be accounted for, it was 
a great thing if, under any circumstances, men were awak- 
ened fi'ora the almost universal death-sleep into which they 
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Iiad fallen. That might be zeal which was not beueficial ; 
and aa in the growth of a plant there is a development of 
ifliich wJiich does not effloresce in blossom or ripen into 
friiit, why might there not be certain a^ociated develop- 
ments even in connection with religion, the highest work of 
God, which, though not of the nature of trne godline^, 
has yet some relation to its production ? So reasoned the 
calmest and least excitable among us. Nor did they think 
it wonderful that persons who had been unfiimiliar with 
the experiences of the higher life, and wholly untrained 
in spiritual things, when suddenly overborne by Divine 
influence, should find an outlet for the expression of their 
soul-agony through other than the usual, and, as we say, 
legitimate channels; and that, tossed upon the stormy 
billows, they should not well know how to cai'ry them- 
selves, and drift almost uncontrallably away. Better, 
sure, to breast the roaring sui^ on the live ocean, and 
speed on before the favoring gale, than lie becalmed and 
motionless amid the stagnation and putridity of the wave- 
less sea of death. 

From the beginning, too, as has once and again been 
indicated in this narrative, there was a general impression 
that the strange excitement by which, in almost every 
district, this great impulsive movement was ushered in, 
might have a profound moral significance. So insensate 
ai-e the generality of men, that nothing can exceed their 
indisposition to realize the spiritual and invisible; and 
why should not the quickening Spirit, through the me- 
dium of strange and startling things on earth, arouse the 
dormant intellect to the contemplation of the far stranger 
things in heaven ? Might not these unwonted incidents, 
in the case of a people naturally impassive, and who, al- 
though familiar with the gospel-scheme, had practically 
rejected it, be regarded as an alai'ra-cry fiom eternity, of 
awful import — a trumpet-call to arouse the sleepers fi'om 
their so fatal slumber? Were they not at least entitled 
to rank witli those inscmtable visitations of diaease and 
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famine which hai-e provecl the divinely-commissioned mes- 
sengei-a of mercy as well as judgment, and by which men 
have often been arrested in thoir unconoera, and led to 
flee from the wrath to come ? 

Whatever may be the solution of these visitations, there 
is no doubt that by their suddenness they surprised and 
awed the minds of the community. A sensible and sol- 
emn dread, not unmixed with superstition, fell even upon 
the most hai-dened and abandoned, when, on this side and 
on that, so many were passing through sach agonized ex- 
periences; and those who before had mocked, were seized 
with mortal terror, like criminals whose hour had come. 
No wonder that profanity and profligacy cowered in their 
awful presence, and looked reverently on, when such tem- 
pest heavings of emotion were almost rending asunder the 
mortal tabernacle. And when the humcane had spent 
its force, and the scene of such wild commotion was lighted 
up by the calm sunshine of an untroubled heaven ; when 
one and another who had lived long years in utter disre- 
gard of al! that an immortal being should most diligently 
seek to realize, had, after having been bowed down like a 
buh'ush, risen up to newness of life, the entire bent of 
mind and chnracter transfoimed, and the chambers of im- 
agery, so dark before, irradiated as by a celestial brightness ; 
and when the witnesses wei-e the everyday acquaintances, 
and in many cases the intimate connections, of those who 
liad experienced the marvellous transition, — how could it 
be otherwise, than that the new-bom wonder of the moment 
should give place to the intelligent and admiring contem- 
plation of the astounding moral revolutions that were be- 
ing wrought? A single transmutation of this description, 
with its attendant circumstances, was a no less convincing 
attestation to the presence of a Divine agency, than if one 
had risen from the dead, — it brought near to everyone, 
and almost forced upon the senses of the beholder, the 
dread realities of the world to come. 

Such were the impressions, for the most jnirt, pfoduced 
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on serious men by the peculiar character of the religious 
movement and its acceesoiies in the north of Ireland. 
That the latter were always wisely treated, it would be 
contraiy to evidence and experience to assert ; for there 
were those who seemed in every case to regard them as 
due to a direct influence of the Spiiit of God. Had 
snch views pi-evailed extensively, it is not difBcult to say 
what excesses would have been committed, and what oc- 
casion would have been given to the adversary to apeak 
reproachfully. It was well for Ulster, and for religion, 
that throughout the country there was a body of educated 
and enlightened ministei-g, who, from the outset, set them- 
Belvea to repress extravagance and excess, and to eliminate 
from the scenes they witnessed those spiritual inflnences 
which were so manifestly at work, though frequently com- 
mingling with baser elements. The disorders that have 
taken place in some quai-ters'are lai'gelyto be attributed 
either to the lukewarmness of those who might have been 
expected to direct the movement, or the too ardent tem- 
perament of others, who allowed themselves to be borne 
along, irrespective of the coTirae it took, upon every out- 
flow of the tide of excited feeling; or to the peculiar posi- 
tion of a third class, who, though favorably aifected to the 
new state of things, were not in circumstances to render 
much efficient service in guiding and directing it. 

It has been stated in an early part of this volume, that 
in the neighborhood of Connor, where a gracious work 
had been in progress eighteen months before poblio atten- 
tion was concentntel upon it, theie T»eie no ^^olent agi- 
tations such as weie elsewhere subsequently witnes'«ed 
Hundreds were led to senous consideration, ind pissed 
through a spiritual crisis, undei the silent opei ition of the 
truth; nor were there iny outciies oi prostrition=i in all 
the district. That appieliension of thmgu spiutnal which 
arises from Divme illumination his nothing m it which 
of necessity violently deianges the bodfly oiginism, il- 
though instance'^ lie on lecoid m the Bible, in which 
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gracious afFections would seem to Lave been aecompsmied 
by much physical depression ; nor is there anything in the 
Word of God to couDtenance the idea that "bodily exer- 
cise" of this description must be the legitimate effect of 
rchg^ous feeling. We do not find such results attendant 
on the personal ministry of our Lord and His apostles, — 
not even on that solemn day when the awful truth flashed 
on the bewildered and confounded listeners — that He 
whom they had crucified was both Lord and Christ. 
Douhtle^, the depths of moral feeling were then pro- 
foundly stirred; and conscience, with its self-repi-oaches, 
was doing its proper work, when, from that mighty mul- 
titude, "pricked to the heart," there ai-ose the agonized 
and imploring ciy, — "Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?" 

Nor is there any stress laid in the Scriptures on such 
feelings as ai-e excited through the medium of the imagi- 
nation. This feculty, like every other, has an almost 
boundless field presented to it, over which to expatiate in 
the system of revealed truth. As on a seraph's wing, it 
may soar afar into the regions of ethereal light and purity, 
and take its stand upon the sapphire pavement of the city 
of the great King. At one time it may scan the heavenly 
hierarchy, as wiring they attend the " throne and equipage 
of God's almightiness," or cast their crowns before that 
radiant foi'm, once marred more than any, now clothed 
with unearthly splendor. At another, it may take a down- 
wai'd plunge, and hold converse with every existent spirit 
in the doleful shades, recoiling at the imagery with which 
it has itself invested the realms of the outer darkness. 
From such materials it may conjure up many a wondrous 
spectacle ; now rapt as in Elysian bowers, now racked as 
in intolerable and endless torment. But while the imagi- 
nation has its legitimate province in relation to the things 
of God, there is danger that it rest on what is merely fig- 
urative, to the compai-ative neglect of the solid and stable 
truth which figure is intended to convoy. And " when an 
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affection," as Edwards has it, " arises from the ima^nation, 
and is built upon it as its foundation, instead of a spiritual 
illumination or discovery, then is the affection, however 

elevated, worthless and vain When the Spirit 

of God is poured out to begin a glorious work, then the 
old serpent, as fast as possible, and by all means, intro- 
duces this bastard religion, which has, from time to time, 

brought all things into confusion The ima^na- 

tion, or phantasy, seems to be that wherein are formed all 
those delusions of Satan, which those are can-ied away 
with who are nnder the influence of false religion, and 
counterfeit gi'acea and affections. There is the devil's 
grand lurking-place, tbe very neat of fonl and delusive 
spirits." 

It is further to be borne in mind, that bodily agitations, 
visions, and trances, in their varied modifications, have 
been associated in their liistoiy not only with genuine 
revivals, but with kindred excitements, in all countries 
and ages. " That they are all alike attributable to the 
same cause," says Dr. Hodge, " is probable, because they 
arise under the same circumstances, are propagated by the 
same means, and cured by the same treatment. They 
arise in seasons of great, and especially of general excite- 
ment; they, in a great majority of cases, affect the igno- 
rant rather than the enlightened, those in whom the 
im^ination predominates over tlie reason, and especially 
those who are of a nervous temperament, rather than 
those of an opposite character. These affections all prop- 
agate themselves by a-kind of infection. This circumstance 
is characteristic of the whole class of nervous diseases. 
Physicians enumerate, among the causes of epilepsy, 
' seeing a person in convulsions.' This fact was so weil 
known, that the Romans made a law, that if any one 
should be seized with epilepsy during the meeting of the 
comitia, the assembly should be dissolved. This disease 
occurred so frequently in those exciting meetings, and was 
propugiited so rnpidly, that it was called the morbus 
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comitiaMs Sometiinea such affections become 

epidemic, spreading over whole provinces. In the fifteenth 
century, a violent nervous disease, attended with convul- 
sions and other analogous symptoms, extended over a 
great part of Germany, especially affecting the inmates of 
the convents. In the next century, something of the 
sfime kind prevailed extensively in the south of France, 
These affections were then regarded as the result of de- 
moniacal possessions ; and, in some instances, multitudes 
of poor ci'eatures were pnt to death aa demoniacs." ' 

It is a characteristic circumstance respecting the physi- 
cal affections thus refen-ed to, that in those places where 
they have arisen, they have rarely appeared, or, at least, 
they have not long continued, when not approved or en- 
couraged. Thus, says Hodge, "in Northampton, where 
Edwards rejoiced over them, they were abundant ; in 
Boston, where they were regarded as 'blemishes,' they had 
nothing of tbem. In Sotton, Massachusetts, they were 
'cautiously guarded against,' and consequently never 
appeai'ed, except among strangers from other congrega- 
tions. Only one or two cases occurred in Elizabeth town, 
nnder Pi-esident Dickinson, who considered them as ' irreg- 
ular heats,' and those few were speedily regulated. There 



1 WKh regard to the peonliar eharaelei- of Uie alfictions tbnt nttended the 
WeBtera rnvivala ia Ameiico, at the begiunlng of Uils century, Dr. Hodge qnotes 
the faUovdng testimony of an <ntel1tgent pbysicisn.wlio bod many opportunities 
of personal observation, as gliren tn fbe BiUicai Ileperton; for 1334: — " Dtlftrent 
persona are Tarloualy aSbcMit. Soma riee (o tbefr feet and spin ronnd like a top 
— [one cose, fit least, of tbie deserlptlon, occurred In s oerlain distriot In County 
Antrim] — wbilo others dance till tbey fall down exbaualad. Soma Ihrow back 
Ibelr heads with convulsive laughter ; while otliere, drowned in tears, break Ibrth 
In eiglie and lamentations. Some tUl A-om their seats In a state of insensibility, 
and lie for houra without conscionsnees! while others are allbcted with violent 
convulfllona, resembling epilepsy. During tlie oonvul^ve paroxysm i^ecoliectioa 
ondsensationarebut littleimpaired; a slight stupor generally snperyeBea. The 
animal firactions are not nuob interrupted ; the pulee is natural; the temperatum 
is that of benlthtlirongliout the paroxysm. After il has subsided, there is a sove- 
ness of the rauEoles, and aeliKlitpaln Intiio heBd,whioh soon pass away." — Oon- 
stitaliimal Hiiim-u o/Ihe I'rBtssiant CImrch in the United States, Part ii. p 73. , 
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was nothing of the kind at Freehold, where William Ten- 
neiit set his face against all such manifestations of enthu- 
siasm. On the other hand, they followed Davenport, and 
other fanatical pi-eachei-s, almost wherever they went. In 
Scotland they were less encouraged than they were here, 
and consequently pi'evailed less. In JEngland, where 
Wesley regarded them as certainly from God, they were 
fearful, both as to their frequency and violence. A physi- 
cian, already quoted, says, ' Restr^nt often prevents a par- 
oxysm. For example ; persons always attacked by this 
affection in churches where it is encouraged, will be 
perfectly calm in churches where it is discouraged, however 
affecting may be the sei-vice, and however gi'eat the men- 
tal excitement.' " ' 

I have thought it right to introduce these striking testi- 
monies from one who, though himself one of the most emi- 
nent and experienced of theologians, is not less remai'kable 
for his saintly grace, and for his sui-passing tenderness. 
Often, as I am assured, when he is addressing his students 
at those Sabbath conferences, in which they meet together 
for edification as well as instnietion, the venerable divine 
of Princeton is overcome by deep emotion, and his over- 
flowing heart finds vent in tears. It is from no want of 
genuine sympathy, therefoi-e, either with the distress of 
awakened, or the joy of delivered souls, that he records 
Buch a decided judgment on the subject of those physical 
developments which in bis own country have been the 
occasion of much anxious consideration. 

As sbowing the strange and unreliable character of such 
affections elsewhere, I may here introduce a brief statement 
with reference to their appearance among the Camisards 
of France, as supplied by Herzog, in hia "Encyclopedia," 
p. 639, (Edinbnrgh Edition) : 

" In 1688, many pereons in the Dauphin^e, mostly females, 
commenced, in sleeping, half-walking ecstasies, to exhort 
people to repentance and faith, speaking fluently and cor- 

1 Iilsl.]>. 78. 
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rectly, thoagh, in common life, theii-s was a pi-ovincial 
brogue. In these exhortations they showed an extensive 
acquaintance with the Bible, wanting to them when awake. 
Before long, children began to fall down during the meet- 
ings of the reformed, who would warn them of traitors and 
enemies, that proved them to be really at hand. The 
number of prophets increased rapidly — all Danphinee and 
Langnedoc were full of them. Thus, the reformed were 
strengthened ; but the fire of persecution also gi-ew in the 
same degi'ee. When these real sapernatural manifestations 
gradually began to fall, impure, fictitious, and even demoniac 
prophecies took their place, especially as the persecution, 
too, assumed so malignant a character." 

In connection with these statements, I may here ."illudo 
to the production of an eminent dignitary of the Irish 
Establishment, who, at an early period, gave the world the 
benefit of hia views of the revival movement, as well as his 
experience of hysteria, I refer to the Rev, Edward Stop- 
ford, Archdeacon of Meath. There can be no question that 
he wrote with a benevolent purpose, and that he wrote 
well. It is greatly to be regretted, however, that while 
warning against the " counterwork," he did not give due 
prominence to the "work" itself So far as appeai-s, he 
made a visit for a short period to Belfast, going the rounds 
of some congregations where there was nightly an intense 
excitement ; and not, as it would aeem, having sought out 
any other localities where he might have had an oppor- 
tunity of learning at least as much, and among a more intel- 
ligent class of the population, of the real character of the 
movement. He heard from some of oar pulpits — whether 
from their stated occupants or othei-s we are not informed 
— harangnes which he regarded as a specimen of the style 
of address then prevalent in town and countiy, and which 
he represents as made up lai-gely of coarse and harrowing 
appeals, " prolific of hysteria ; " while the prayers were of a 
like character, and " offered with the most frenzied excite- 
ment and gesticalntioiifi," ITowf^ver excullcnt Iiis aim, and 
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adnurable bis exposure of many things that needed to be 
severely dealt with, he left, unhappily, a false impression 
on the miuds of multitudes wbo were satisfied to follow 
witbont inquiry in the wake of such an able writer and 
distinguished dignitary. The disproportionate attention 
which he gave to the purely physical concomitants of the 
work created a not unnatural irritation in those wbo know 
mnoh better than any casual visitor its real character; and 
while his statements were eagerly caught up by its oppo- 
nents, they were, for tbe most part, set at naught by the 
very parties to whom they were more immediately di- 
rected ; and who, had he exhibited a more sympathizing 
spirit, would have given him a willing audience. 

On the medical aspects of the question under consider- 
ation I shall not largely enter. It is right to state, how- 
ever, that the highest authorities, such as the recognized 
oi-gans of the faculty in London and Edinburgh, take sub- 
stantially the same view of the physiological features of 
this movement as the Archdeacon of Meath; regarding 
them, if not as decidedly hysterical, as yet of tbe nature 
of "irregular hysteria," — a morbid condition, produced by 
some emotion seeking for itself an oatlet denied through 
its natural channels of activity, — the pent-up force pro- 
ducing a paroxysmal lit proportionate in severity and 
duration to the original strength of the feeling, or to the 
exhaustion resulting from efforts to repress it ; the move- 
ments occuning in no fixed order, so that tbe presence or 
absence of "globus " (the ball in the throat) is not con- 
clusive with regai-d to its existence. ^ 

In medical disquisitions, such as I am adverting to, the 
connection between our emotive nature and its physical 
manifestations occupies a leading place. There are, ac- 
cording to the physiologists, in the human system, three 
grand centres of nervous influence. In tbe higher region 
there is tbe bran — the seat of thought; in the inferior, 
1 See Jaumai lif PiyBlu^ffical MeOicitie iai Jeaaaiy 18B0. 
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the eensorinm (ae it is popularly named) — tlie seat of 
feeling, -whence downward e\tends the spinal cord, the 
source of motion , and as eich of the changes, wliether in 
the superior or inferior oigana, disengf^es "force," it is 
averred that we have in this a solution of the effects of 
strong emotion on oui corpoieal fiame 

Thus, then, according to physiology, as expounded by 
its ablest inyestigators, such as Dra. Carpenter and Carter, 
emotive force -will manifest itself in outward effect, now 
operating downwards, if unduly excited, on the automatic 
nerves, in which case its action will be seen on the physical 
energies ; now operating upwards on the brain, and influ- 
encing i-eason, will, and conscience ; or, again, taking both 
an upward and downward direction at the same moment, 
when a complex result may be evolved. The phenomena 
produced, in so far as they are the effect of action on the 
sensorium, ai'e regarded as manifestations of a disordered 
state of the nervous system, — to which the general name 
hysteria is applied, though under that designation many 
anomalous cases are included, not witnessed by the phy- 
sician iu his ordinary practice, but sufficiently analogous to. 
others that are familiar to warrant their being referred 
to a common cause, — namely, the excitation of those emo- 
tions which, when in their normal state, are regulated and 
controlled by the higher faculties. AU nervous affections, 
we are further assured, have an extraordinary power of 
seif-propagation, either by sympathy, or by that " expectant 
attention" which, in periods of great excitement, and even 
in some of the more alarming epidemics, such as cholera, 
operates fi-equently as a predisposing cause. And for illus- 
trations in abundance, we are referred to such works as 
that of " Hecker on the Epidemics of the Middle Ages," in 
which, among other similar instances, he gives a fall ac- 
count of the French convulsionnaires, and of the enthu- 
siasts who frequented the tomh of the Abbe Paiia, in the 
beginning of the last century. 
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Medical science thus claiming to be heard on one leading 
department of the question, why should any be jealous of 
its testimony ? To reftise or undervalue it, were wilfully 
to close our eyes in a case into every phase of which we 
are required, by a regard to the high interests involved, to 
institute a most sifting scrutiny. Others may seek to 
arrest inquiry by the assertion of miraealous intervention ; 
but snch a course is alien to the genins of Protestant 
Christianity. If certain of the accompaniments of the 
revival can be accounted for on natural principles, let ua 
by all means so dispose of them. To call ia the aid of the 
supei-natural for the solution of any ordinary phenomenon, 
is a serious en-or, alike in logic and theology. 

Is it possible, however, even with the aids of science in 
its present state of advancement, to account for all the 
pathological phenomena by any pui-ely physical theory ? 
And even if it were, would this remove them from under 
the Divine superinteiidence and control ? May not every 
one of them be capable of solution by the known laws 
that link together our mentnl and corporeal oi^anisms, 
and yet be chai-ged with a most important and specific 
spiritual mission ? Does not the Moral Governor rnle by 
law in everything, and yet who will deny His ever-present 
agency amid the constancy and uniformity of nature ? 
Granting, therefore, that a satisfactory explanation, on 
physiological pvinciplea, could be given of the phenomena 
under review, that would not sever the connection between 
these manifestations and the finger of God in them. Some 
sucli concessions, it is gi-atiiying to find, are made by the 
highest ]nedical authorities themselves. Thus the Edin- 
burgh Medical Jov/rnal for January writes : 'The anti-re- 
vivalists are quite in error if they imagine that when they 
have proved the 'cases' to be hysterical, they have dis- 
posed of the whole case. It is quite possible, that even in 
these instances salntaiy impressions may coexist with the 
ebullitions of emotional feeling and the symptoms of actual 
disc'Lisu." While the reviewer, in Dr. Winslow's Journal 
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of I^sycholoffical Medicine, intvodnces the element of "De- 
moniac Agency" as one of the perverting causes in a time 
of " visitation." 

May we not, then, arrive at a solution of both the Spir- 
itual and the physical phenomena that will not traverse 
any of the known laws of our constitution ? I do not 
know that we have sufficient data, or that it lies within the 
range of our knowledge fully to solve this question. Nor 
is it, perhaps, for practical purposes, needful that we should 
do more than disentangle the higher process from that 
which has no necessary connection with it, diaeoonte- 
nancing all tendency to rest in anything but what is spirit- 
ual* as an evidence of a saving change. At the same time, 
it is desirable that we should reduce the cases, of whatever 
description, under their proper heads ; and these, I humbly 
suhmit, are the three following : 

I, Those in wliich the bodily effe t t 1 le to 

strongly excited merttal action. Unde h lo^s 11 fall 
to be ranked by far the greater nu b o d n ly wit- 
nessed. The mental action, I am pei d 1 a j, neral 
rule, is the immediate and invariable ante edent of the 
bodily affection. It cannot for a moment be supposed that 
the phenomena in question demand a specific theory, aa 
though a new mode of the operation of the Divine Spirit 
directly upon our corporeal oi^nism, and irrespective of 
the laws of mind, had been introduced among us. I am 
aware that here and there a few eases are reported, and 
some in the preceding pages, in which the parties affected 
are represented by themselves as wholly unconscious of 
any mental impression anterior to the physical prostration. 
But such representations are too loosely made to be of 
much real value. Who does not know that there are states 
of consciousness that evanish almost as soon as they arise, 
and leave no trace behind ? Especially when violent emo- 
tion ensues, how difficult for the subject of it to analyze or 
even to remember the antecedent operation of the intel- 
lect? May not a dominant idea produce its appropriate 
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effects, ■without leaving any distinct impression on the 
mental tablet, whether we adopt the theoiy that there 
are mental states of which we have no consciousness, or 
that, in cei-tain cases, the mind, though conscious of its own 
operations, gives them too little attention to impi-int them 
on the memory ? 

I am awai-e, also, that there are some sudden and char- 
acteristic cases of perKons being "stricken" in their own 
houses, en the road or in the field ; and some, more pecu- 
liar stiU, in which resistance to the work has shown itself 
by mocking and deriding it; and the populai' opinion in 
regard to these is, that they came without any premoni- 
tion from within. But though the state of mind in ench 
cases may have appeared to an onlooker to be one oidy of 
impervious hostility to the work, may it not be as I'eadily 
accounted for by the attempt to drown conviction and sti- 
fle conscience, under the transparent guise of an unseemly 
and unnatural levity ? 

n. There are other cases, of which the only satisfactory 
solution that can be given is, that they are attributable to 
the principle of sympathy. I need not here descant on 
the peculiar character or extensive influence of this prin- 
ciple, as one of most important application for good or 
evil. Let me rather supply a ease in illustration of its in- 
fluence, in a time of religious excitement, in Ameiiea, as 
naiTated by the Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander, of Piince- 
ton, in his admirable volume " On Religious Experience ; " 
showing BufBciently that spiritual convictions are not neces- 
sary to create physical manifestations, and that, in a season 
of awakening, there may be those who are even violently 
agitated, whose consciences ^ve all the while no evidence 
of being quickened by a higher agency. He justly ob- 
serves, that minietere cannot prevent the impressions 
which arise mainly from sympathy; neither should they 
attempt it ; but when they are about to gather the wheat 
into the garner, they should faithfully witjnow the heap. 

" Being in a part of the eountjy where I was known, 
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face to face, to scarcely any one, and hearing that there was 
a great meeting in the neighborhood, and a good work in 
progress, I determined to attend. The Bermon had coni- 
inenced hefore I anived, and the hoase was eo crowded 
that I conld not approach near to the pulpit, bat sat down 
ill a kind of sbed connected with the main building, where 
I conkl see and hear the preacher. His sermon was really 
striking and impressive, and in language and method fai- 
above the common run of extempore discourses. The 
people were generally attentive, and, so far as I could ob- 
serve, many were tenderly affected ; excepting that, in the 
extreme part of the house where I sat, some old tobacco- 
planters kejit up a continual conversation, in a low tone, 
about tobacco-plants, seasons, etc. When the preacher 
came to the application of his discourse, he became ex- 
ceedingly vehement and boisterous, and I could hear some 
sounds in the centre of the house which indicated strong 
emotion. At length a female voice was heard in a pierc- 
ing cry, which thrilled through me, and affected the whole 
audience. It was succeeded by a low, mm'muring sound 
from the middle of the house ; but in a few seconds one 
and another arose in different parts of the house, under ex- 
treme and visible agitation. Casting off bonnets and caps, 
and raising their folded hands, they shouted to the utmost 
extent of their voice; and in afewseconds more the whole 
audience was agitated, as a forest when shaken by a mighty 

"The sympathetic wave, commencing in the centre, ex- 
tended to the extremities, and at length it reached our 
corner, and I felt the conscious effort of resistance as neces- 
sary as if I had been exposed to the violence of a storm. 
I saw few persons throughout the whole house who es- 
caped the prev^ing influence : even careless boys seemed 
to be arrested, and to join in the general outcry. But 
what astonished me most of all was, that the old tobacco- 
planters, whom I have mentioned, and who, I am per- 
suaded, had not heard one word of the sermon, were 
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violently ^itated. Every muscle of their brawny focea 
apijeared to be in tremulous motion, and the big tears 
chased one another down their wrinkled cheeks. There I 
saw the power of sympathy. The feeling was real, and 
propagated from pei-son to person by the mere sonnds 
which were uttered, — for many of the audience had not 
paid any attention to what was s£ud, — but nearly all par- 
took of the agitation. The feelings expressed were diifer- 
ent as when the founclations of the second temple were 
liiid ; for while some uttered the cry of poignant anguish, 
others shouted in the accents of joy and triumph. The 
speaker's voice was soon silenced, and he sat down and 
gazed on the scene with a complacent smile. 
. "When this tumult had lasted a few minutes, another 
preaflber, as I suppose he was, who sat on the pulpit steps, 
with his handkerchief spread over hia head, began to 
sing a soothing and yet lively tune, and was quickly 
joined by some strong female voices near hira ; and in less 
than two minutes the storm was hushed, and there was a 
great calm. It was like pouring oil on the troubled 
waters. I experienced the most sensible relief to my own 
feelings from the appropriate music, for I could not hear 
the words snug ; but I could not have supposed that any- 
thing could so quickly allay such a stoi-m; — and all 
seemed to enjoy the tranquillity which succeeded. The 
dishevelled hair was put in order ; the bonnets, etc^ etc., 
gathered up, and the in-egu!arities of the dress adjusted, 
and no one seemed conscious of any impropriety. Indeed, 
there is a peculiar luxuiy in such excitements, especially 
when tears are shed copiously, which was the case here. 
But I attended another meeting, in another place, where 
there had been a remai'kable excitement, but the tide was 
far on the ebb ; and although we had vociferation and oiit- 
crying of a stunning kind, I did not hear one sound in- 
dicative of real feeling ; and I do not think that one tear 
was shed daring the meeting." 
ril. There is a third class of cases, which, either in 
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whole or in pait, may be aacribed to the operation of 
nervous disease. That such a disease, call it by Tchat 
name we may, and by whatever means originated aiid 
propagated, haa in most places been running parallel with 
the Bpiritaal movement, does not admit of question. To 
be aware of its existence, ia the first step in the process 
towards its proper treatment. That it may be either 
checked or stimulated, past experience, especially in the 
case of the American awakenings, has sufficiently estab- 
lished. It requires, no doubt, a measui-e of discrimination 
and decision to deal ai^ght with such manifestations, which, 
wherever they exist, are generally encouraged by the com- 
mon people, who take pleasure in all strong excitement. 
Still, it is all-important, for the sake of those whe are the 
subjects of them, aa weU as for the character and credit 
of the work with which they may be accidentally associ- 
ated, that in so far as they are merely corporeal, they be 
kept in their own proper place of relative insignificance.^ 
Judging by the past amongst ourselves, there is a ten- 

1 1 think tbe following BBitement, by tlie Ebt. Theoptnus CampSall, from 
tiliam I have received it, woiHiy of iuBertioQ hei-e, he teadiog to guard agnluat 
placing any atieaa on mere corporenl indioationa ! 

"AESOoniiatlieTloleBceoftlie attack baa passed away, tlie eye exbibile n pecu- 
liarly Soppy expression, ligbUng up tbe countenauoe with a radinocy that must 
Bttraot the notice of every beholder. At the same time, a sense of relief is expe- 
rienced whiob is too ofien mistalieii for the peace of tbe gospel. I visited a youag 
wonuinBtthisstage oftheattaok. On entering the room whore she was sitting, 
she rose and grasped my hand with delight, saying that she had found peace, 
and was so happy. She introduced me to a young man, whose 'happy eye 'at 
once revealed tbe iact that he too had been afi^ted. We sat down. Quietly I 
apoka to tJiom of the way of salvation, and proposed a ftw queeHona. They were 
very ignorant of the Scriptures, and almost even of the work of our Lord on the 
cioss. Afier about half on hour's conversation, they themselves perceived their 
ignorance. The exofteraent uadevwhich they were laboring oalmed down — a 
iolal change ensued — the brightiiese of the eye llidBd — and tbe peculiarity ad- 
verted to passed away. Instead of it, an ansloua expression marked the conn- 
tenaneea. When I arose to depai-t, after prayer, the young woman, wiHi ear- 
nestness, requested me to specify some portions of the Scriptures for her to read In 
private, remarking that ' others had visited her, hut had not spoken to her as 1 
bad done.' From that time elie has attended my classes lor soripturol iastruo- 
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deucy, prevailiEg however but to a limited extent, to 
cultivate the "prostrations," as though they were the 
starting-point in the process of converMon. How neces- 
saiy, therefore, that enlightened views upon the subject 
should be diffused, and that the public mind should be 
drawn off from these, at best, incidental accompaniments 
of the works of God ! "The apology made in Corinth," 
says Dr. Hodge, speaking of similar affections, " for the 
disoi'ders which Paul condemned, was precisely the same 
as that urged in defence of these bodily agitations. ' We 
ought not to resist the Spirit of God,' said the Connthians, 
and so sfud all those who encouraged these convulsions. 
Paul's answer was, that no influence which cornea from God 
destroys our self-control. 'The spirits of the prophets ai'e 
subject to the prophets.' Even in the case of direct in- 
spiration and revelation, the mode of communication was 
in harmony with our rational nature, and left our powers 
under the control of reason and the will. The man, 
therefore, who felt the divine affection, had no right to 
give way to it under cii'cnmBtanees which would produce 
noise and confusion." 

In the case of those who have been physically affected, 
whether at the period of the spiritual change or subse- 
quently, nothing surely can be more inconsiderate or 
reprehensible than to subject them to the likelihood of a 
repetition of the affection, which, as often as it is repro- 
duced, tends to exhaust the frame and to induce permanent 
disease. It is most distressing to hear of young females 
being fitly, a hundred, ajid, as in one case of which I am 
advised, two hundred times " stricken." Wherever there 
is a predisposition to this tendency, it were alike a duty 
and a kindness to isolate the individual as much as possi- 
ble from all exciting causes ; to resist, as an Intrusion, the 
presence of eveiy curious visitor ; and to draw off the mind 
from its own exercises by some suitable occupation. This 
coureo has been followed in many instances, and with the 
happiest effect. 
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Account as we may, however, for the complex phenom- 
ena which have presented, themselves in connection with 
the movement under consideration, one thing ia cei-tain, 
that no possihlo combination of mental or material ele- 
ments could leave behind it, irrespective of a higher ^eocy, 
the residuum of renewed souls. With the vast majority 
of the " affected," the secret of the matter -was, that one 
over-ma«tering sentiment took hold of them, and carried 
them away, sometimes they tnew not whither. It was not 
BO much a sense of j3anger as a sense of sin that crashed 
them down, — an apprehension of the awful holiness of 
God, and a more than ordinary realization of the evil of 
offending Him. And what iij before the astounding disclo- 
sures then opened up in all their terrible distinctness, any 
should have given away, — the sympathetic feeling inten- 
sifying the impression, — till, all unused to restrain the 
natural outflow of emotion, they should break forth in the 
wild ciy of horror and despair ! "Was it a time to look on 
with scrutinizing or censorious eye, when the heavens were 
ivBuding and the eailh was shaking at the presence of the 
Loi'd? And though we may congi'atulate the district or 
the community in which a wide-spread spiritual interest 
lias been awakened, in the absence of tumultuous excite- 
ment; yet, shall we refuse to recognize the presence and 
the power of the Eternal, even although some strange 
things should have happened, and here and there a few 
should have been disordered by unhealthy stimulants and 
injudicious treatment? Is not the process of conversion, 
under any circumstances, the result of a superhuman 
agency? and why should it he thought extraordinary i:^ 
when a whole community is stirred, there should be a pro- 
portionate increase in its abnormal accompaniments? 

I shall only add, with reference to the affections so fre- 
quently referi'ed to, that there is no ground to believe that 
they have conducted those who were the subjects of them 
along a higher pathway than has been trodden by others, 
in whom the momentous change was wi^ought without any 
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experience of them ; while, in many cases, they have de- 
veloped some pecoliarity of temperament or character 
which hae called forth, on behalf of the " aifected," a more 
than ordinary solicitude on the part of each as have been 
intei-eated in their spiritual progress. 

With reference to the cases of dambness and the like, 
which were, for a time, an occasion of much stnpid wonder 
to many, I cannot better express the view entertained of 
them by all who are intelligently informed, than by quoting 
the foilowing passage from the able and most seasonable 
paper presented by my excellent fiiend. Dr. M'Cosh, to 
the Annua] Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, at its 
meeting in Belfast, in September last : 

" From an organism weakened by repeated excitement, 
proceed eases of blindness and dumbness, and of persons 
who can bring on eieep at a particular time, and awake at 
an appointed hour. I have found, in a vast number of cases, 
that the deafness and blindness have appeared, not in per- 
sons who have been strnck the first time with a conviction 
of sin, but in persons who have been strack a number of 
times. It is a warning, given in God's natural providence, 
that in that particular district the bodily excitement is 
being carried too tar, and is in danger of overriding and 
oppressing the spiritual work. All such persons should be 
piit under the cai'e of a k 5 Ch stian physician ; they 
should be encouraged p v tha heir bodily weakness 
maybe relieved as sp el yaa p as ble ; and to seek to 
come under the influ n f f h and confidence, and 
love, which, instead of v, ken n he body, have a ten- 
dency to soothe and t en en t e frame. As to the 
sleeping cases, every one who has studied the subject 
knows that mesmerism is full of them. A trained travel- 
ler can fall asleep when he pleases, and rise at any hour he 
fixes ; and people in a mesmeric state can anticipate and 
regulate their mesmeric slumbers. If there be any peraons 
so preposterously foolish — I had almost said blasphemous 
— as to asci-ibe such cases to the S]'u-it of God, I would 
84^ 
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remind them that the Itindoos can produce far more wou- 
dei-ful casGB than those in Ireland ; for, in India, individuals 
who have acquired this mesmeric power allow themselves 
to be buried for daya, and tell beforehand the precise time 
when they are to awake, and their friends ai'e to open the 
^■ouad to allow them to rise. When such cases appear, 
Chiistians shonld by all means discourse them. They 
were just beginning in a village with which I am ac- 
quainted, when a Christian physician, who had been the 
miun earthly leader of the movement in the district, rea- 
soned with the people, and they immediately disappeared. 
Great mischief arises from such persons being visited by 
ministers, neighbors, and strangers, as if they were objects 
of admiration; whereas they are rather objects for our 
commiseration and our prayers. I have often seen that 
the people who go wondering after such cases, are of all 
persons the least likely to wish to become partakers of the 
spiritual work. Nothing, in my humble opinion, is so 
much fitted to grieve the Spirit, as to find persons gazing 
at the weakness of man, as if it were the power of God. 
The only thoroughly conceited converts I have seen in this 
movement, are those who have got into such a state of 
physical weakness that they see visions and predict events. 
The predictions, I may remark, have all the characteristic 
marks of clairvoyance, which has so often been exposed. 
I may add, that whUe the cases of this deception have 
hitherto been veiy few, yet we have already evidence that 
if encouragement were given, especially of a pecuniary 
kind, deception is ready to appear, and Satan would tri- 

Let me here also introdace a statement illustrative of 
the good eifects that are sure to follow when snch cases as 
those refen-ed to are judiciously treated. The narrator is 
the Rev. Alexander Field, of Dei-v-ock, a highly intelHgent 
young minister of the Presbyterian church. It will be 
seen, from the introductory sentences, that he warflily 
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entered into the movement, and that the results in his 
congregation were most encouraging : 

"It is nnneccssary for me to enter into a minute detail 
of the blessed movement as it came under my notice. It 
was distinguished here by the prostrations, and those other 
features that characterized it elsewhere, and with which 
you and the public ai-e so fiimiliar. Suffice it to say, that 
gi-eat good has been its result in this locality, and the sur- 
rounding district. A greater prayerfulness, and a greater 
love of God's Word, are prevalent among Clod's people ; 
also a greater interest in each other's spiritual welfare. 
While the tone of the general community is much changed, 
religion is more respected ; religious conversation is easier; 
and the minister of the gospel, as he goes his rounds, finds 
that he moves in a more wholesome religious atmosphere. 
I am happy to be able to say that the trance cases, which 
were so prevalent in some quarters, were not numerous 
within my bounds ; I believe there were only three such 
cases. Two of these came particularly under my cog- 
nizance, and I shall briefly inform you how I dealt with 
them. 

" In the first case, I was specially sent for by the ^rl 
hei-self, to see her fall into the trance state. She had been 
'ill' on the previous night, and had been told, she said, 
among other revelations from the spiritual world, that she 
was to be in the same condition three times more, and on 
the following evening at a certain hour. I was with her 
at the appointed time, being anxious to see a case of the 
kind, and to try whether I could do anything in the way 
of prevention. There was no watch nor clock in the house, 
and I forbade all reference to time by the inmates. How- 
ever, at the predicted hour, she became strangely ill- I 
took her outside, thinking that the fresh air might remove 
the affection, and kept up a brisk conversation, eliciting 
replies to my questions, that thus I might, if possible, ward 
off the threatened dumbness. I succeeded for some time, 
but at length she signified her inability to speak. I then. 
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ill a detei-mined, but kind manner, told lier tliat I believed 
she could apeak, if she chose to make the effort ; and 
reminded her that she had read of Jestis, when on earth, 
always opening the month, never of making people dumb, 
and that He was the 'same Jesus' now that He was in 

■ heaven; and also that it was her duty to glorify God by 
exercising the faculty of speech with which He had blessed 
her. This had the desired effect, and she spoke, and coii- 

' tinned to speak during the remiunder of the evening. I 
acted in a similar manner in reference to her eyes, which 
she had persisted in keeping shut ; and at last I left her 
quite well, possessing the power of all her faculties. She 
never afterwards had a retnrn of the attack; and so the 
predictions of the previoiis night came not to pass. 

" The second caae was that of a young woman, not then 
connected with my congregation. I was going my rounds, 
visiting those of my flock who had been ' stricken,' when I 
was met on the road by her mother, who earnestly solicited 
mo to go into her house and see her, stating that she was 
then in the trance state, and had intimated that her state 
was to last for seventeen hours. I went with her to please 
her, not expecting that I would be of any service ; — my 
experience in the former case not wan'anting me to con- 
clude that I could bring a person out of the trance state, 
but only that I might be able to prevent her falling into it. 
On entering the house, I found her daughter lying on a 
bed, and apparently unconscious, deaf, dumb, and blind. 
I engaged in devotional exercises, and then proceeded to 
deal with her as in the other case, firmly and kindly telling 
her to open her eyes, and to speak, and expressing the 
conviction that she could do so if she chose to make the 
effort. This not having any effect, I then opened her 
hands, which were clenched like a person's in epilepsy, and 
lifted np her eyelids, Gradually consciousness returned, 
and she evidently both saw and heard me. I next got 
her mouth opened, and, on looking in, observed that her 
tongue was tucked back, so that she could not speak ; but, 
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by means of "water, and tho fnction of her own finger, lier 
tongue was unloosed, and the low voice of prayer an- 
nounced that her power of speech was regained. After a 
little, she arose from her bed, dressed, and accompanied 
nae to the house, a little way o^ whither I was proceeding 
when her mother met me. The recovery was complete. 
For eight weeks previous she had been seldom out of 
these trances ; her health was much imp^red ; her physi- 
cian had been tried in vain; and her parents had been 
exceedingly distressed. Bnt since that day there has been 
no retura of the state, and her bodily health has been 
completely restored. I leave you to draw your own 
conclusion from these cases. My own theory was, that, 
somehow or other, her will had become dormant, and 
imagination and desire had got control of the mental sys- 
tem. In my treatment, my object was to reinvest the will 
with its proper authority, in the hope that, having once 
regained its place, it would retain it ; and in this I was 
not disappointed. The effort of the party to resist the, 
disposition to the trance state so strengthened the power 
of the will, that neither imagination nor desire conld after- 
wards overcome it, 

"There were no more eases of this kind within my 
bounds after these two. My success in treating them 
brought them rather into disrepute, and consequently 
they ceased." 

The explanation given by the Archbishop of Meath of 
such c'i'fes is worthy of being introduced here* 

' The duiubne'is is peif(,ctly accounted tor by the hystenc 
iction of the nerves of the thioat The bhn Iness may be 
accounted foi e thei on the sime giound, oi by hystenc 
action extending to thit part of the seusonum which i-e 
(eives the nei-ves of si^ht The \iBion& ind revelations 
aie due to the h'\=!tenc'»l aupptession of the j oweis of will 
and leTson leaving the operition of the cerebium and 
J uncontrolled ^is m dreams It does not 

1 imi oi'iil le that \r\ toin, ifliLction of i p it on of the 
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eensoiium should cause temporary deafness; but when bo 
unusual a phenomenon becomes prevalent, a knowledge 
of hysteria suggests another solution. ., . . ' The pleasure 
of receiving unwonted sympathy,' says Dr. Carter, ' once 
tasted, excites a desire for it that knows no bounds ; and 
when the' fits have become familiar occurrences, and cease 
to excite attention, their effect is often heightened by the 
designed imitation of some other disease.' .... If they hear 
of deafness in others, they will be deaf I cannot look on 
this as ordinary imposture. It is the diseased moral action 
of hysteria The foretelling of the duration of dumb- 
ness, etc., or the time of recovery, is easily explained. The 
desire does itself induce the hysteric action, and can equally 
determine its cessation." 

The following is a somewhat amusing instance of the 
way in which a prophet and a sleeper wore both arrested, 
and a real service rendered to the neighborhood in which 
the scene occurred : 

In a country parish of County Down, of which a decided 
work of grace has been recorded in this volume, and in 
the bounds of bis own congregation, which received so 
largely of the blessing, the Presbyterian minister happened 
one day to call at a house where several of the inmates 
had been awakened, takiug with him two Scottish breth- 
ren, who were anxious to be informed, by personal obser- 
vation, of the real character of the work. Scarcely had 
they been seated, when two country-looking young men, 
one of whom was only some eighteen years of age, entered 
the house, and, without any ceremony, seated themselves 
in the apartment. The younger immediately intimated, 
with much show of importance, that his comrade would 
fall asleep in ten minutes after, and would not awake for 
two hours. He was at once challenged by my friend the 
minister, who asked him to produce his credentials sub- 
stantiating his claim to the prophetic gift;. When he was 
dealing with the young man in question, and charging him 
either with being an impostor or the victim of delusion. 
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the breast of hia companion began to heave, and he closed 
his eyes as if to induce the approach of his wondrous sleep. 
The pastor loci, however, continued his admonition, ex- 
horting hia reluctant auditor quietly to go home, to mind 
hia proper business, and ask forgiveness for his presump- 
tion. He reminded him that even the gift of prophecy, 
supposing he were endowed with it, was no evidence of 
grace ; referring to the case of Balaam, who, though he 
had uttered true predictions, fell fighting against Israel, 
and to the protestations that, at the great day, shall be 
made by many who will in vain appeal, in arrest of judg- 
ment, to their having prophesied in the name of ChKst. 
He enforced especially upon him the duty of humility, as 
the becoming ornament of the Chiistian profession, rating 
him soundly for his unceremonious intrusion into the 
presence of several ministers and others, to whom he was 
an entire stranger, and who had other things to mind than 
sleeping cases and their prophesiers. 

The brethren who were present joined in the objurgatory 
strictures, and addressed themselves with great earnestness 
to the older visitor, ae to the inutility, either to himself or 
any other, of his foiling into the state announced ; while 
my fiiend also remonstrated with him on the unseasona- 
bleness of such an operation in such a place, and the ab- 
surdity of imagining that any good purpose could, under 
any circumstances, be served by it. The sleeper and the_ 
seer were alike nonplussed by this unexpected reception, 
and left the house, hut not till more than twice ten min- 
utes had elapsed after the announcement of the "predic- 
tion." It was cause of congratulation that this, the first 
attempt to import tbe sleeping fits into the neighborhood, 
was so successfully resisted, as, hearing of such things 
around them, the people might otherwise have fallen into 
like disorder and extravagance- It was tbe only case of 
tbe kind within the district, and the mode in which it 
was met and put to shame called forth an expression of 
unmingled satisfaction fi-om the entire community. 
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I shall conclude tbis chapter by a statement of two 
ciises, eacli of thi-ilUng interest. The subjects of both 
wei-e stricken ; but the first, instead of being the better, 
only became worse ; while the second emerged from the 
fiery trial through which he passed, a conqueror, and more 
than conqueror. 

The Rev. Thomas Y. Killen, of Ballykelly, narrates the 
following : 

" One class of cases wo had, resembled, more than any- 
thing else I can thmt of, the deraooiacal possessions in 
our Lord's day. The whole bodies of the persons affected 
were convulsed in the most frightful manner, so that it 
required five or six strong men to hold them, while their 
cries were of the most piercing kind. These frightful cases 
were comparatively few in number, and, I regret to say, 
have not generally turned out well. Several of those who 
passed through fearful straggles have gone hack to their 
old ways, and, instead of getting better, seem rather to 
have grown worse. Take one i-emarkable case: M. H. is 
the son of a widow in respectable circumstances. He was 
always wild, reckless, and passionate, and, during five years 
at sea, seemed to have imbibed infidel opinions. On a 
Sabbath morning he travelled home fi-om Belfast, where 
lie had been staying some weeks, to the great grief of his 
mother, who had tried diligently to imbue the minds of 
her children with a sense of the Sabbath's sanctity. Ho 
declared his ntter disbelief in the whole movement, but 
came, as usoal, with the fhmily to public worsliip. A 
number of peraons were stricken that day, and when the 
first ciy was uttered, he felt a cold tremor come over him, 
and left the house. His mother therenpon turned up the 
Bible, and pointed her daughter to the account of Jonah 
flying from the Lord, and how the Lord laid hold of him, 
notwithstanding. He came in again, and quietly sat out 
the service. That evening and the next forenoon he kept 
ridiculing the reviv.^1, and laughing at the stricken ones ; 
declai'ing that he would warrant them he would not be 
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strickeu ; but, if he were, Le woulil have the sense to keep 
hia mouth shut, at auy rate. A friend, wiio dined with 
them that day, tried to reason with liim. on the subject; 
but he persisted in his skepticism, until his mother re- 
quested them to let him alone; 'for,' said she, 'he has 
broken my heart already ; and unless the Spiiit of God 
lay hold of him, man can do nothing ■with him.' His 
friend, however, continued to argne, and he to resist, till 
his sister interfered, and entreated, if he would not him- 
self believe, to hold his tongue, and not to do harm to 
others; adding, that there was no use talking to him. 
Upon this he got enraged, and said, ' My sistei-s ai-e turned"' 
against me; nobody will speak to me now!' — rushed to 
the kitchen, and then exclaimed, with an oath, 'They're 
always preaching at me I' — got into a perfect fui-y ; tore 
his 'cap, and threw it into the fire ; and in the midst of 
his rage was, in a moment, laid prostrate on the floor. 
His fiiends heard his cries, and came out and found him 
writhing on the ground ; and for three-quartei-s of an hour 
he was dreadfully convulsed, while it required several 
strong men to hold him. His fii-st cry was, 'A knife! a 
knife!' then, 'It's too late! it's too late!' then, 'He's 
dragging me down! he's dragging me down!' and at 
length, ' Lord Jesus, have mercy on me ! save me ! ' After 
some time, Jie became quiet, but lay in an unconscious 
state. I had been sent for, and when I arrived, I found 
a friend praying over hira. In a little while he opened 
his eyes and stared vacantly round. When I first spoke, 
he did not recognize me ; bat when told who it was, he 
held out his hand to me. I said, ' Were you afraid Satan 
was going to get you?' He replied, 'He had me.' One 
of his friends said to him, 'Did you see Jesus?' — 'Tes,' 
said he, 'and He told me I had a black heart, but He 
would give me a new one.' "When he got somewhat bet- 
ter, he said that Satan coiled himself round him, and was 
dragging him down to hell, which seemed like the crater 
of a great volcano ; and as he was dragged towards it, it 
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appearecl to be growing still larger and more dreadful, till, 
■when he was brought yery near, he felt almost suffocated 
by the sulphurous vapor. Ho said that Jesus then ap- 
peared to him, and delivered him ; and he saw heaven, — 
a most beautiful place, with many in it whom he did not 
know, but that he had recognized two friends who bad 
died some years before. When I talked to him, I could 
not sec that ho had the slightest conviction of sin, or felt 
any need of a Saviour; and though he appeared to be 
sober for a little, and had two other attacks like the pre- 
ceding, no change for the better appeared. In a few days 
he refused to pray, and would scarcely ever open his Bi- 
ble. The family emigrated in antumn ; and I regi-et to 
say, that the last account I had of him from his sister, 
when in London, awaiting the sailing of the vessel, was 
to the effect, that he seemed now to be I'egavding himself 
aa belonging to Satan, and that God had nothing to do 
with him. His was certainly the moat melancholy case 
we have had," 

The other is one of peculiar, and even sublime inter- 
est, and is to be recorded in connection with the movement 
in Armagh. Two of my eoiTeapon dents in that city have 
refeiTed to it, and from the statements they have supplied, 
I am enabled to present it in the fullest and most authentic 
form: 

There was a yonth, of seventeen years of age, the son 
of a widow, who was attending the prayer-meeting one 
evening, and who remained behind, along with a number 
more, to converse with the ministers in regard to the 
great concerns then pressing heavily on many soala. Rest- 
less and agitated, he rose, after a short period, and left the 
church. He repaired, in the first instance, to a service in 
another place of worship, but soon after tamed homewai-d. 
Ai-riving at the door, he found that the key, which had 
been left by his employers for himself and companions, 
was not to be found ; and turning to the sti'eet, he met a 
young man of the city, whom he knew to be a serious 
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Ciimtiaii, to whom he said, abruptly, "Oh, what am I to 
do? My heart ■will break; I am forever lost!" His 
friend urged bim to accompany him to the church. " I 
was there already," he replied; "but all in vain," He 
complied, however, with the invitation ; and, arriving, sat 
down. The auditory had all dispersed for some time, 
except some dozen individuals, with whom the ministers 
were holding earnest convei-sation, eliciting their doubts 
and difficulties, and of whom several that night were led 
to profess their faith in Christ, and to " go on their way 
rejoicing." 

" We were in the act of bringing this meeting to a 
close," eaye the Rev. William Henderson, " when we were 
suiprised and startled by words of earnest prayer from a 
young man in the adjoining pew, who was bowed on his 
knees in supplication. I shall never forget the scene that 
followed. For about two hours that young man continued 
pleading with God, and ■w^restling with Satan; and he 
ceased not til! he rose a conqueror, exulting in the blood 
of the Lamb. It is now seven months since this occur- 
rence, and duilng that period I have had frequent oppor- 
tunity of obseiTing this youth, who is engaged in business 
in town, and I have not yet known him to falter in his 
buming love to Jesus, nor to waver in the strong hope 
which God gave him that night. His prayer was the 
most wonderful one that I ever listened to. Many of his 
utterances are yet vividly impressed on my memory. 
Aided by some notes, which were huriiedly taken by a 
brother minister at the time, I subjoin a few of the peti- 
tions, as well as expostidations with the enemy, which fell 
from his lips : 

". . . . ' Satan, thou enemy of my soul, begone ! — thou 
deceiver of the world, leave me ! Come not near me, 
Satan, for Jesus is here ! O Jesus, save me ! Thou didst 
smite Saul of Tai-sns, the persecutor of Thy Church, and 
Thou hast smitten me, an enemy of Thy Cross, an enemy 
of Thy Bible, an enemy of Thy Sabbath, an enemy of 
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mankind. Jesus, heal my wounded heart ! Jesus 
Chri.st, the righteous One, save my soul! Satan, thou 
father of lies, I have served thee long. I have been a 
subject of thy kingdom ; but now thy chains are breaking. 
Keep back, Satan ! . . . O eternal Son of God, have 
mercy! O Spirit of the living God, draw near to me ! . . . 
Jesus ! Thou didst come to Bethlehem's manger, — Thou 
didst come to Gethsemane's garden, — Thou didst come to 
Calvary's cross, — Thou didst love poor sinnera. . . . O 
Thon Saviour of the lost ! save me. Thou hast aiTested 
me in the broad road which leads down to hell. I see my 
companions huriyiug downward. Oh, have mercy on my 
poor soul! I see my sin as a great mountain, — wash it 
away ! O Spirit 1 thou hast smitten ; but, Jesus, do Thou 
heal the wound. My sins are like a thicls, dark, dismal 
cloud, — oh, shine over it, and take it away! . . . Oh, 
human nature, sinfnl, vile, polluted, hell-deserving I Holy 
Spirit, I thank Thee for Tljy glorious work. . . . O 
Saviour, Thou ait here. I see Thy face. It ia shining, it 
is radiant ; it is i-adiant like the sun, yea, like millions of 
suns. Little wonder that Sntan Is confounded before 
Thee 1 . . . Jesus, Thou didst say to the raging sea, 
" Peace, be still," and there was a great calm. Let it be so 
here ! , . . Thou hast taken me away from my past life ; 
it is all a blank — it ia a black catalogue of sin. . . . 
Saviour — the Saviour — ihe Saviour, help me I Oh, 
let Thy glory be advanced in this smitten soul ! . , . Oh for 
faith ! Faith is the wanting gi'ace. . . . Oh, the conflict 
is sore 1 O Jesus, gather in ail my wandering thoughts, 
and cluster them on Tliy cross, and take and purify them 
from sin I , . . Satan, it is hard to baffle thee. Oh, come 
not near this poor, naked, wounded soul ! Say not there 
is no mercy ! Ah ! there is mercy for the chief of sinnei-s ! 
Satan, thou knowest thy kingdom is being shaken, and 
to-night thou hast lost a subject. . . . O Church of the 
' first-born in heaven ! Admit me, Jesus, to be a member 
of it. . , . Satan, thou art hanging on long, for thou hast 
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had a Btrorg hold here. Thou ditlst reign here from 
infancy. Oh that thou wert dethionecl in my lieart! for 
thou hast swayed mo too long. Jesus I Thou didst con- 
quer on Calvary — come and save me! ... I come to 
Thee as a sinner, that I may be saved. I have nothing to 
give Thee in return, but a broken heart. And, oh ! it is 
hai-d, for it ivas long subject to Satan. Do Thou soften 
it. ... O sin ! sin ! &in ! thy weight is very heavy. . . . 
Oh, the moantain is very high, — wash it away ! It is 
Tcry lofty, — cast it behind Thee ! . . . Oh, this wounded 
soul ! . . . Light I light ! . . . I see faith coming under 
the door! ... I see the red river of Emmanuel's blood! 
I SCO the eternal river that flows from the side of Jesus. 
... I- see the top of the mountain is gone! Blessed 
Jesus! Thou hast begun a work. I ti-ust to Thy name 
Thou wilt carry it on, till our feet shall stand in the 
streets of the new Jerusalem. "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but Thy word shall never pass away." ' . . . 

"These are but fragments," adds Mr. Henderson, "of the 
pi'ayer ; but ti'uly the kingdom of heaven suffered violence 
that night, and the violent took it by force. None that 
witnessed that spiritual conflict will ever forget it. What 
a reality it imparted to the solemn truths of God's Word, 
which, from our veiy familiarity with them, we too often 
fail to realize to their fidl extent ! I should say that the 
young man wlio was the subject of this remarkable work 
had received nothing more than the rudiments of an 
English education. He had been a moral-living youth, 
and a regular attender at the Sabbath-school, and at public 
worship. Katurally he is of a retu-ing disposition, and not 
till this occasion had he ever offered a word of prayer be- 
fore othei-s. He would have been ashamed to have spoken 
of Jesus, I found, in conversation with him afterwards, 
that his mind was fully conscious dui'iiig the great struggle 
through which he passed. There have been cases in which 
prayers were uttered by persons when, under prostration," 
and were not remembered by them. It was different with 
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him. He waa never unconscious of anything that passed. 
The ministers present spoke to him at intervals, mention- 
ing suitable texte of Scripture, and these his soul grasped 
at with wonderful avidity, and he would say, ' That ia a 
promise. Oh, the sweet promises of God ! Oh for faith to 
rest upon them ! ' At other times prayer was made for him, 
and he aeemod to be encouraged thereby, as he exclaimed, 
' Thou wilt hear the pi-ayera of Thy faithful servants.' He 
mentioned to me afterwards, that when on his knees at 
prayer, the thought rushed into his mind that the moment 
of his salvation had come, and that it should be 'now or 
never.' It is interesting to know that his mother had ex- 
perienced the blessed change the preceding night; and 
when be spoke to me, some days afterwards, of God's 
mercy towards him, he exclaimed, with streaming eyes, 
' Ah, my mother waa praying for me 1' At the same time, 
he thanked God for the Sabbath-schooL ' O blessed Sab- 
bath-school, how much do I owe to you 1 ' " 

The Rev. Jackson Smyth states of this youth, that, 

meeting him lately, he said to him, " Well, H , do you 

still feel that lightness of soul, and glow of love, which you 
did some time ago?" — "No," waa the answer; "aometimes 
Satan tempts me ; he is casting a gloom across my soul 
at times." — "And are you, then, afriud?" — "Oh, no." 
"Wherefore?" — "I know that Jeaus lives; and when I 
come to Him in prayer, He teaches me that He does." — 
"And, except at these times when a cloud flits across your 
vision, is your love to Him as strong aa ever?" — "Oh, 
yes ; increasing and growing. You know His promise, ' I 
will never leave thee, nor foi-sake thee.' " 
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To tlie record presented in the preceding pages it can- 
not be neeessai'v to append any corroboration. Anthenti- 
cated as the gi-eat awakening of 1859 baa been, by those 
who, from the outset, had the most abundant opportnnities 
of estimating its real character and results, nothing further 
can be i-equiaite to commend it as a gennine and wonder- 
ful work of God. Its origin and progress une qui vocally 
attest it as divine. In startling and impressive grandeur 
it burst forth in a comparatively sequestered region ; and 
scarcely had the new-born flame, drawn down by the few 
earnest watchers there, begun to bum, when it spread, in all 
directions, over an entire province. Ail classes and all ages 
caught the heavenly fire. Within the church, a cold for- 
mality, an apathetic and unimpressible decorum, were ex- 
changed for a living and vigorous piety; without, the 
ignorant and unreclaimed were seized as by a resistless 
power ; and from the ranks of the abandoned and the 
profligate, as well as of those who had been brought up 
under the droppings of the sanctuary, thousands and tens 
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of thousands wei-e made to realize the possession of an 
endless life. 

In reviewing the coui-se of this great spiritual move- 
ment as here narrated, there are many reflections whiGh 
cannot but suggest themselves ; and to some of these we 
may not unseasonably devote this concluding chapter. 

I. Is not a narrative like the present fitted in an eminent 
degree to revive the faith of the church in the omnipotent 
grace and energy of the Moly Spirit ? 

How else is it possihle to account for such an extraor- 
dinary movement npon the souls of men, than by refer- 
ring it to that almighty Agent, by whom alone the dead 
are quickened into newness of life ? Or what other solu- 
tion can be given of the strange phenomenon, than that it 
is the operation of the same power that wrought the pente- 
costal wonders? Although a recognition of the personality 
and wgrking of the Holy Spirit is a fundamental article in 
the creed of every true church of Christ, yet how ipad- 
equate has been the apprehension of this grand troth ! and 
how low the standard of the church's hopes and expecta- 
tions 1 Forming her calculations rather on the slow rate 
of progress with which she is femiliar, she is affected with 
an almost incredulous amazement, or surprise, when a 
wide-spread interest in religion is evinced, and a whole 
community is shaken as by the vojce that shakes the wil- 
deme^. Professing to believe in the descent of the Spirit 
upon all flesh, she is yet startled and awed when here and 
there an earnest of future increase shows itself, forgetting 
that the partial shower of blessing is but the forerunner 
of those rushing floods that shall, ere long, descend to re- 
fresh the weary heritage, and cover the face of the world 
with fruit. But, let a great awakening come, and how 
does she stand abashed because of unbelief, and rise to an 
anticipation commensurate with the glorious fulness of 
gospel promise, and with her own predestined future on 
the earth I Lilted np into a new position, and mightily 
advanced in living and abiding power, she looks forward 
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at such a time to a greater enlargement still, wlien, 
through tlie instrumentality of her new-born sons and 
daughters, she shall break foith on the right hand and the 
left, clothed with an immortal energy, and arrayed aa in a 
divine panoply, for the conquest of the world. The arm 
of the Lord has been revealed, and she can say, with a new 
emphasis, and with something like an appreciation of its 
profound significance, — "I believe in the Holy Ghost." 
Thus apprehending this great truth in its intense vitality, 
ghe learns to regard any, the most stupendous, manifestar- 
tiona of the Divine power that have ever yet been wit- 
nessed, aa but tho prelude to those greater marvels that 
shall be wrought when, with an energy of influence, of 
which but a few transient glimpses have as yet flashed 
on the beholders, the qaickening Spirit shall transform a 
very chaos of malignant elements into a fair and happy 
moral world. 

II. What an illustration is presented, by such a move- 
ment, of (Ae rapidity with which God can hring about, in 
accordance with the sure word of prophecy. His purposes 
of mercy to the world! 

But a short time ago, and the prospect, whether in a 
temporal or spiritual sense, seemed dark for unhappy Ire- 
land. But what a rapid change ! Within the last twelve 
years, our countiy has been emerging, with unprecedented 
progress, into a condition of extraordinary temporal pros- 
perity; and now, throngh this great revival, she has been 
lifted up to the gaze of universal Christendom. Visitors 
from many lands — from Continental Europe, Asia, and 
America — have come to admire the wonder-work which 
has been wrought among her people ; and the spiritual 
change produced within her northern province has given 
a new impetus to tho cause of truth and righteousness, 
even to the ends of the earth. The toiling pioneers among 
the distant heathen have been quickened by the glad 
tidings ; the worn and weary watchers at every mission- 
field have seen, in what has come to pass in Ireland, an 
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earnest and an angnry of the blessed time "wlien they shall 
no longer go forth weeping, bearing precious seed ; but 
when, their patient toil rewarded, they shall have a reap- 
ing-time of joy in the great world-harvest of ransomed 
souls. Every living church has been revived and stimu- 
lated by the record ; and from this far-off isle of ocean 
has gone forth a hallowed influence, that has told with 
thrilling power upon the hopes and aspirations of the 
world. 

And why may not all this be but the commencement of 
that mighty wave of life that shall sweep on in swelling 
majesty till it has laved the shores of evei-y continent, and 
carried, as in a spring-tide of salvation, ita healing waters 
over the wide eai-th ? We know that the Lord will make 
a short work in the earth, and cut it short in righteousness ; 
and why not now ? 

Exception has, hoHever, been taken to this spiritual 
movement, because of the vtry i-apidity of the progress 
by which its transformations ha\G been wrought. But 
what is there here to excite astonishment, if we really 
believe the past, or forecast the profhetio future ? Does 
not all that we know of the early church, especially as as- 
sociated with the day of Pentecost, attest a rapid, power- 
ful con version- work, when multitudes, as in a moment, 
were renewed? And though those were the times of 
miracle, yet renovation of heart is never ascribed to any 
such agency, but to the Word of Truth as the sole instra- 
ment, and the Spirit of Truth as the sole power exerted in 
effecting it. These mighty spiiitual forces are the same 
now as ever ; and if they once converted men by thousands 
in a day, in a single city, what may they not be expected 
to achieve when the promise, long delayed, is realized in 
all its plenitude of grace and blessing? It is true that 
heretofore, except in special seasons of awakening, the 
transition has been slowly made, by individual souls, from 
darkness unto light ; and governed, to a great extent, by 
the traditions of the past, we are astonished when this 
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ind stealthy process is supplanted by an im- 
mediate and unfaltering decision on the pai't of many to 
be the Lord's. But is this state of miad and feeling in 
harmony either with Scripture precept or prediction? 
What is there in either to cncoui-age the imagination that 
the case of one who all at once throws down the weapons 
of rebellion, and surrenders himself to Christ, is more 
to be desired than if the individual, after many struggles 
with temptation, and long delays, submitted himself, ac- 
cepting, with bat an indifferent gi'ace, the overtures of 
mercy, and hesitating to the last whether he will believe 
and live ? 

And when at any time we witness an instantaneons r&- 
ception of the gospel tidings, — when the light that has 
broken in upon the darkened intellect is welcomed as the 
harbinger of endless day, — when thousands and tens of 
thousands, hearing of free mercy, grasp the offer, and ex- 
perience the unclouded sunshine of a settled peace, — 
when, on a, great scale, there is a turning unto God, and an 
exuberant delight proportionate to the marvellous transi- 
tion, — when the call has come with such attending power 
that the most stout-hearted are bowed at once, and tlie 
gracious result is visible in every varied foi-m of manifesta- 
tion, — why, is not this just what we should expect, as the 
most reasonable falfilment of Divine prediction, — a glad- 
some foretaste of the golden day, when the glorious things 
spoken of the city of God shall be realized, and the abun- 
dance of the Spirit, long withheld, shall be poured out 
npon all mankind ? 

Ill, In contemplating the pi-eaent awakening, it is in- 
teresting to observe the marked coincidence between its 
leading features and those which characterised the worMng 
of the Spirit in apostolic times. 

And here let us briefly advert to the experience of the 
early converts, as recorded in tbo Acts of the Apostles,^ 
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as compared with that of those hi Ireland, who have been 
lately added to the church. 

What holding fast of their profession ! During the 
period that hiui elapsed since the commencement of the 
work of grace in the north of Ireland, many have been 
tempted to forsake the coui'se on which they entered, and 
to relapse into their old sins. Yet they have continued, 
in all good conscience, until this day ; and, though the 
fervor of the first love may have snbaided, they have sus- 
tained their chai'acter for consistency, and have been 
enabled to maintain an edifying deportment, ofben amid 
many provocations. 

What steadfastness "■in doctrine" ! for thia is the secret 
of all continuance in well doing. What thiret for God, 
and for His truth ; what meditation in His law day and 
night; what diligent attendance on .catechetical instruc- 
tion ; what relish for that theology of which Christ is the 
Alpha and the Omega, the all and in all ! 

What steadfastness " in feUoioship^' ! To talk with one 
another of the preciousness of Christ, and of the great sal- 
vation ; to strengthen each other's hearts, help each othei-'s 
infirmities; to stimulate each other to a still greater readi- 
ness to work for their blessed Master; and, as they travel 
on to their eternal home, to lighten the toil and trial of the 
pilgrimage by speaking to one another in psalms, and 
hymns, and spiritual songs; and, ofttimes with hearts too 
full for utterance, to pour ont their common supplications 
before the throne, — th^ae are the delightful and abounding 
evidences that the new children of the covenant are knit 
together in an endearing and indissoluble alliance. 

What inexpressible delight in the "breaking of bread"/ 
The communion is now a holy festival — a veiy feast for 
gladness. Such sacramental seasons as have been wit- 
nessed when the young disciples have commemorated, in 
presence of their brethren, the dying love of Jesas t What 
tears of joy have freely fallen even in the prospect, as on 
that touching occasion refeiTed to by a minister (the Rev. 
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J, R. Dill, of Di-omore, County Tyrone), when forty, all of 
whom professed to have found the Savionr, could not con- 
tain for weeping 1 "On the Sabbath morning of the com- 
munion, a wondei-ful scene took place in the vestry, where 
they had met for prayer. Such a deep influence of the 
Spiiit came down upon their heai-ts, that they were utterly 
unable to proceed with singing the words, 

' My broken Twnly thus I give.' 

Nothing was heai-d but sobbing," And what an accession to 
the membei-ship of the churches, when, even in connection 
with some three hundred congregations in that section of 
it to which most fi-equent allusion is made in the foregoing 
narrative, upwards of ten thousand have lately been en- 
rolled in membership ! 

What continuance '■^ in prayer" ! From first to last, the 
work has been, to a great extent, a record of answered 
prayer. Let the I'evival of secret and domestic worship, — 
the new-bom gift poured out alike on old and young, male 
and female, — the heaven-directed aspirations presented at 
those brief seasons snatched from worldly occnpation for 
spiritual convei-se, — the many social gatherings now sanc- 
tified by the word and prayer, — and the distinctness, 
importunity, and expectancy exhibited by those who have 
been divinely taught to pray, bear witness to the extent 
to which the Spirit has been given as a Spirit of gi'ace and 
supplication. 

Of the '■^ fear that feU on every soul." Wherever this 
visitation came, innumerable instances ai'e noticed in the 
Doubtless this "fear," in so far as it 
r on the great mass of society, baa now 
lai'gely passed away. Old habits have resumed their sway 
in the case of those to whom no spiritual renewal came, 
and who were seized only by a dread of consequences 
which, for the time, had fallen upon them. Yet nothing 
was more characteristic of the movement fhan the circum- 
36 
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stance that, wherever it extended, "great fear" pervaded 
the whole community, so that the most thoughtless and 
irreverent of every creed were constrained to say, " The 
finger of God is here." 

What a oneness of interest among the subjecta of the 
awakening ! even aa when in the early time "all that be- 
lieved were together, and had all things in common. 
How have the promptings of natural selfishness been over- 
borne by the love of Christ and of Hia people! How 
have the homes and hearts of many been freely opened to 
welcome those who came among them to observe the woi'ks 
and wonders of the Lord ! And if no gi-eat outflow of 
Christian liberality is yet to be recorded, it ie to be borne 
in mind that " not many rich" have been the subjects of 
thegi'aciousinfluence,— the Divine sovereignty being con- 
spicuous in giving most to those who needed most, while 
the great majority of the converted have been among the 
yonnger membei-s of the families into which it has found 
an entrance. Yet many an unseen offering has been laid 
already npon the altar of the Lord for the advancement 
of his cause, — the spontaneona prompting of hearts which 
had been opened to hearken to his word, — and many a 
toil-worn pastor has been encouraged by the coiieiderate 
gifts presented in their Mastei's name by those who count 
themselves His spiritual children. 

And what shall we say moi-e, or how more adequately 
characterize their whole deportment, than in the remaining 
words of the same passage of inspired history? "And 
they continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bi-ead from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and 
having favor with all the people." Till the revival came, 
we had no adequate conception of such a social state as is 
here delineated. But we can now, in some measure, un- 
derstand it. A state of things in which the difficulty is, 
not to bring the people together to the sanctuaiy, but to 
induce them to retire from its cherished precincts, —an 
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abounding and pervasive joy manifesting itaelf in open- 
hearted hoapitality and welcome given to the brethren in 
Christ, the veiy countenance irradiated aa by a gleam of 
the heavenly gloiy, — the everyday life a psalm of praise, 

— the habitual converse the outflowing of a fount of per- 
ennial gladness, — and the " adorning of the doctiine of 
God our Savionu" bo palpable and attractive as to win all 
hearts, constrMning even the impenitent and the unbeliever 
in the work to accord the tribute of esteem and admiration, 

— these are the indications of a higher tone, and a holier 
brotherhood, than have been ordin'arily exemplified in the 
church. And what though, in the first outburst of the new 
life, some temporajy excesses and extravagances have ap- 
peared, yet who, at such a time, will harshly criticize, or 
grudge to these new-gathered souls the ovei'flo wing fulness 
of their joy? Is it not refreshing in this cold world, and 
amid the foi'malisra which insinuates itself into the very 
church of God, to marit in any the artless and enrapturing 
expression of their gushing sympathies, and their brave 
indifference to timea and places, ceremonials, and all out- 
ward things ? Irregularities, if such we call them, will 
correct themselves ; and the serenity of the horizon will, 
alaa ! too soon be clouded by the storms and trials with 
which these new-bom children of the Lord will have to 
contend till the sbife is ended, and tlie life-battle won, 

IV. May we not learn from such awakenings as that 
under review, that, for the conversion of the world, we do 
not need another gospel ; and that the forces which the 
church now possesses, always including, over and above 
machinery, the presence of the life-giving Spirit, are amply 
su^cientfor the great ends of her existence? 

There has been manifested, in certain quarteiis, of late, 
an undefined but unmiatakable impatience with the old 
and fiimiliar modes in operation for the extension of the 
cause and kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Symbolism 
has done its best to supersede the simple gospel, by over- 
laying it with forms of curious device and. tracery, and by 
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the introduction of ritualistic novelties, by which, althoti^-a 
the taste of the aesthetic man may be regaled, the fi-ee 
spirit is only hindered iu its efforts to ascend to the sare 
region where it ought to worehip and adore. And a 
mystic school, the spawn of rationalism, in religion haa 
arisen, which, under a fair and bland exterior, and using a 
few plausible generalities of discourse, seeks to veil under 
its airy form the centi'al and surpassing glories of the cross. 
Thus do the patrons of gilded toys and baubles, on the 
.one hand, and the abettors of a vague, unmeaning intel- 
lectwalism on the other, fondly cherish the imagination, 
thflt by their respective nostrums they will introduce a 
better era for a languid church and a revolted world. And 
even in the trae church itself, and among those who retain 
a hold of the old doctrine of the apostolic and reformation 
age, there has been, to a lamentable extent, a want of faith 
in its divine enei^y and efHcacy; bo that the word has but 
seldom pierced as a dividing sword, and its testimony has 
failed proportionately, to pass as God's own emissary fi'om 
the speaker's tongue to the hearei^'s heai't. 

But when a spirit of revival comes, away with pictorial 
playthings and mystio shadows 1 the necessities of man's 
moral nature demand a better and a more enduring sub- 
stance. Then none but Christ, and Chiist without any 
other! and every tendency to idealize anything as a sub- 
stitute for His finished work, dies within sight of the 
shades of Calvary. Then, too, the church of God leanis, 
as she had not done before, that she is in possession of that 
mighty secret, would she only use it, by which the whole 
earth is to be subjugated to her Almighty King. She 
finds that all the glad results she witnesses have sprung 
from the felt and piized experience of those tnitha which, 
in their divine hai-mony, have been exhibited in her dis- 
tinctive symbols, and handed down from generation to 
generation of her children. She realizes the conviction, 
that for all the ends of her establishment she needs no 
other instrument, and no utlier organ ligation, by which to 
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carry it over the habitable globe. She oomes to know, if 
not before, that what she ought to aim at with intenser 
earnestness than ever, is to bring the truth, in its native 
force and divine simplicity, into direct and immediate con- 
tact with the hearts and consciences of men; and thus she 
is sustained and strengthened in the anticipations of the 
period when the rebuke of her people shall be taken away 
from off all the earth ; when all that prophecy unfolds to the 
eye of faith shall be a grand reahty ; and when there shall 
be a voice of much people in heaven, as it. wei-e the voice 
of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, "Halleluia! for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." 

V. We learn, from such a work of gi-ace as that which 
has taken place in Ulster, the true theory and solution 
of the problem of Christian wnion. 

Is it not to the church an instructive, and to the world 
a convincing sight, which is exhibited at such a time of 
spiritual renovation? How often do we hear, on plat- 
forms, of " sinking of minor differences," and the like ; 
and yet how rarely do we practise it, or make it manifest 
that we are one with all who hold by the Living Head 
in faith, and hope, and charity ! 

But let a baptism of the Holy Ghost be given, and 
what before was a pleasing theory, beautiful to contem- 
plate, impossible to realize, becomes, without an effoit, an 
actual reality. Let the disperser of confusion rend the 
heavens, and come down to do things that we looked not 
for, and the mountains flow down at His presence. Sep- 
arations that threatened to last forever, yield to His glad 
advent, and the perpetual hills bow before Him whose, 
ways are everlasting. The different sections of the one 
gi'eat spiritual community then find that tliey have so 
much to do with anxious, inquiring, and converted souls, 
that they have no time, no taste, no spirit, for aught 
beside. Thus is accomplished a result that no semi- 
mechanical agencies, however well intended, could possi- 
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bly achieve. When we find othera beyond our own pale, 
and whom, it may be, we have been acciistomed to regai-d 
with jealoTisy, blessed with a shedding down upon them 
of the same gi-aclous influence, how can we, in the face 
of eueh heaven-descended tokenR, be found pei-petually 
ti'umpcting forth vainglorions assertions of the proeminent 
value of our own systems and usages; and how can we 
refuse to say, combining the temper of the dove with 
that of the eagle, and looting from on high on the wide 
circle of divine mercy, " Grace be with all those that love 
the Lord Jesua Christ in sincerity"? 

And has not this spirit, to a large extent, been mani- 
fested among the brethren of the various denominations 
that have shared the blessing in the north of Ireland ? 
Wherever they have been like-minded in regard to this 
great work of God, have they not, as by a resistle^ force, 
been drawn into fi-atevnal sympathy and united action ? 
When the conference of the Evangelical Alliance was 
held in September last, in the meti'opolia of Ulster, — a 
convocation that was attended by unusual blessing to all 
engaged in it, as well as great advantage to the revival 
itself as tending to obviate misapprehensions and cor- 
rect abuses, — was it not felt by all that the interest 
awakened by this spiritual movement constituted a new 
and peculiarly tender bond of brotherhood ? What can 
be more apparent than that it is not by dint of contro- 
versy (although we must not recede by a hair-breadth 
from any ai-ticle we hold important, either pertaining to 
the docti'ine or the polity of the church) that we shall 
att^n to uniformity of belief? And even those conven- 
tions tliat may be held as an annual or local demonstration 
'of unity, what are they but the cover, not the removal, of 
division — a superficial virtue drawn over a deeper vice? 
The conclusion of the matter, therefore, is, that for the 
liealing of the wounds of a distracted church, and for 
the melting down of sectaiian jealousies and alienations, 
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tliere is but ooe sovereign remedy — the baptism of tho 
Holy Gliost. 

VI. This great awakening casts a new light upon the 
duties and responsibilities of individual Christians. 

In this respect, it has called forth into harmonious de- 
velopment a new power in the chui-ch, even the power of 
prayerful effort among its true-heai-ted and devoted mem- 
bers. What is it that has long been for a lamentation 
among the faithful ministers of the gospel in this land ? 
Has it not been that their labors were not seconded by 
the prayers and efforts of their own people ? — the great 
bulk of whom seemed to regard themselves as in no way 
responsible for the state of religion, either in theh- imme- 
diate neighborhood, or in the woi'ld. For want of 
Christian sympathy and cooperation, have not the hands 
of ministers hung down, and their spirits often sunk 
within them, as they contemplated the low condition of 
the profesdng church of God f 

Happily, this hinderance is being taken out of the way. 
In many a distiict, there are those who have begun to say 
unto then- brethren, "Know the Lord,"^ and are thus show- 
ing that they are living unto Christ, and working for Him 
in the world. Sloth, worldliness, selfishness, in their vari- 
ous forms, are being practically rebuked, and a state of 
preparation is going forward for putting the church in a 
position in which her energies shall be increased a thou- 
sand fold. 



1 Whila full scope shouta be ofibrded for the exeroiae of the variBcl gifta and 
eraees of the membei's of thechni'ch, reaped mnat lie alwnja had to the divhiely- 
consiituted oiii[Qauce of n sCsudiug miiiiBtrj, ivhich uoue DiBy take upou lliem- 
Eelvea, unlesa dnly qualified and OHiled thereto. "The sending out of unleomed 
men,' aaye Mr. Tennant, in a letter to Prealdent DiokenKon, Teb. 12, 1742, " to 
teach others, upon the supposition of tlieir piety, in ordinary cases, seems to 
biiag the miniBtiy into lonlempt, to oherleh enthnsiasm, and hring all into oon- 
fu!tlou. Whatever (nir tuce it may have, it is a moet peixeree prootice. Tbe 
practice of singing In the atreeta la a piece of weaknesa and enthusiaatlcal osten- 
tation." " As to lay-preaching," 81^6 Hodge, " it found little fevor with ftuj but 
tlie opeiilj iliuatical." 
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The times arc pressing, and many who had lingered long 
in the doomed city of destniction have been aiTested by 
the angel of the covenant, and led forth into a 'wealthy 
place, and are now exulting in the glorious liberty of the 
BODS of God. Who can tell but that a season of trial may 
soon foOow, and that even now the cloud is blackening in 
the heavens that shall, ere long, bui'st forth in floods of 
thundering ruin and devastating fary upon the earth ? 

Is not the voice that has broken in upon the security of 
BO many sleepers, a trumpet-call to "God's elect" to gird 
the armor on and prepare for battle F Of those who have 
been lately added to that " consecrated host," many, the 
greater number, may, in the estimate of man, be a feeble 
company, — stripling, unpractised in the art of war. But, 
in this conflict, the feeble may be as David, and may smite 
down, with sling and stone, the giant foi'ms that have de- 
fied the onset of more experienced combatants. Let ws 
welcome into the field these new companions in arms, — it 
may be in tribulation, too, — and assign them their trae 
place in the decisive struggle, even the serener heights of 
prayer and observation, whence they may penetrate into 
the invisible, and draw down that holy fire that will con- 
sume every adversary. 

How can we better conclude than in the language of a 
devoted minister of the English Establishment, who wit- 
nessed for himself the work of grace in Ulster, and on 
more than one occasion stood forward in its vindication, — 
the Rev. Flavel Cook, of Millbrook, Cornwall ; 

" We cannot expect, with any confidence, that the power 
now working in this revival will continue to exert the 
same energy, although we may trust that the effects of 
what is already done may be abiding. There seems, from 
analogy, or rather from precedent, i-eason to regard this as 
being to the church what the inundation of the Nile is to 
Egypt; let ua do as the husbandmen of that land, — dig 
channels, open all sluices, remove obstacles, small and 
great, that the fertilizing water may flow over every foot 
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of parched groimcl. Wc ought not to reckon on its being 
Ligh- water for long. 

" Some green things are left beside the brooks ; but, as a 
land, we are drooping, for lack of spiritual moisture. As 
in Joel's day, so now, — 'The field ia wasted, the land 
mourneth ; for the com is wasted ; the new wine is di-ied 
up, the oil languisheth."^ What avails it, then, to 'pull 
down OKI- bams and build bigger,' to multiply and perfect 
the ploughs and haiTows, or even to increase the number 
of laborera ? Rain, rain is what we need ; and welcome 
tempest and storm, welcome thunderiugs and earthquakes, 
if they briug us rain. 

" Deeply interesting it is to study this movement in con- 
nection with other remarkable stin'ings which ai-e taking 
place simultaneously in many parts of the world, such as 
(to say nothing of England and Wales) America, Sweden, 
ItaJy, Spain, the Turkish dominions, and even among the 
dispersed of Israel. Are not these things — to which may 
be added the greatly increased activity and results of mis- 
sions to the heathen — enough to remind us of the words 
of the Lord, 'Behold the fig-tree, and all the ti-ees; when 
they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves 
that summer is now nigh at hand ' ? ^ What if these shoot- 
ings forth of spirituflJ leaves on the withered fig-tree of 
Israel, and on (all?) the trees of the Gentile chnrches, be 
the herald of the summer of the kingdom of God ? 

" ' ThT KDTGDOM come.' ' EtKN so, COME, LOED Jkbus.' " 
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EEPOKT OP. THE PEESBTTBRT OF AHOGniLL. 

The following is the substance of the report of the Pcesbytery of 
AiiOi^hill, presented, aftec the eommencement of the revival in that district, 
to the Synod of BoJlymenft and Coleraine, May 17, 1859 : 

"It is the privilege of the Presbytery to have to record on tlifg, more 
than on former occasions, glad tidinga of great joy. The Lord has been 
pleased to vfalt a large portion of our bounds with the genial shoivers of a 
gracious revival. Our chnrches have experienced an awakening the most 
cheering in its character and holy in its fruits. Shortly after the"^egin- 
ning of the present year, the Lord was pleased to convert a family near 
Ahoghill, and to bless their conversion in a large degree for promoting 
the conversion of others. An extraordinary interest began to be awak- 
ened; prayor-meetinga moltlplled; crowds floelted to these refteshing 
streams; nor were ordinary houses able to accommodate the eager multi- 
tudes that assembled to hear the burning prayers, and to Usten to the 
plahi but hearl-sthiing addresses of the converted brethren, and those 
ministers and laymen whose hearts the Lord moved to engage in this 
important work. The open field or the public wayside, even in the cold 
evenings of spring, wore the acenes of deeply interesting meetings, over 
which angels hovered with joy. The prayer-meetings held in the First and 
Second Frcsbyterian chnrches were crowded to excess, although held on 
the same evening, and at the same hour. For several miles around multi- 
tttdes flocked to these meetings for prayer and exhortation. Our lay 
brethren ftom Connor, at the tirst, gave, and continue fram time to time 
still to give, a powerful impetus to the good work. 
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"Never, in. these localities, was there auchathneof EeereC nnd public 

prayer. In all ilirections prnycr-meetingB have epmng np, and that with- 

ont unmlier. They are eondncted in a. manner of deepest solemnity, and 

with a bni'ning earnestness for the outpouring of tlie Holy Ghost, and for 

T mee Jet dof 



m m in allk old 

aad the young — of the strong man nnd fhe delicate woman. Under such 
conyictions, the heart finds relief In pouring out its criea and tears before 
tliB Lord. These convictions are tbllowed by hours of ineeling before tlie 
Lord, crying, confessing sin, begging for mercy, and beseeching the Lord 
a the heart. This Is done In tones of deepest sincerity, and in 
8 of the most Impassioned eamestueas. It may be days, or 
weelts, or even months, with convictions returning more or less powerful 
in the constant exercise of prayer and the reading of the Wotd, ere a calm 
and settled peace in believing is enjoyed. There does not appear to be 
any fanaticism manifested, any heresy broached, any self-rfahteousness 
exhibited, or any sectarianism shown. 

" A few interesting eases of the conviction and conversjou of Roman 
Catholics have occurred. It is worthy of note that, under the light and 
power of this movement, they love the Bible, pore over its aacred pages, 
pray through the prevailing name of Jesos alone, place reUance on Christ 
only for their salvation, and, in the exercise of their civil and religious 
liberty, join the worship of a purer charch. Two great truths take full 
possession of the mind — namely, man ia a sinner, under jcidgment, unto 
condemnation; and Jesus is the Almighty Saviour to deliver, andfaitliiu 
Him the way of obtaining that deliverance. 

" Convictions have taken place on a Inrge scale, and conversions have 
followed. Many — even hundi-eds— are giving the most pleasfng evi- 
dences of being in Christ. Ofdrunfcards, blasphemers, card-players. Sab- 
bath -breaiiers, neglecteiB of ordinances, and the wicked in general, it may 
be truly said, 'They arc now in Christ new ci-eatm'es.' With them old 
things are passed away, and all things are become new. This Is not an 
appearance put on, but, as far as yet known, a deep and abiding reality. 
Sin — besetting sin — is crucified. 

" On this revival work, so far as It has as yet developed itself, there is 
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written, 'Holiness to tlio Lord.' Eron npon tliat portion of the public 
who make no claim to 1m religious, a deep, KOlemnizing iniuence tiaa been 
exercised. Han; of them are thonj^iitfLil and inquiring, attending liie 
prayer-meedogs viilii evident interest, and, it is to lie lioped, wltli profit. 
But among tlie awalianed and converted, otiier deiightful fiuits are graw- 
iiig up with rapidity to maturity. Prayer has received a powerfui Btimuius 
— not onij secret, but family and public prayer is one of tliose heaTenly 

" It ia truly astonishing Hie liherQ' that many, rery majiy, boOi male 
and female, have got in public prayer. It is most refrsEhing to Iiear the 
holy, earnest, edifying prayers which many babes in Christ ai'e now olfer- 
ing at the family altar, and at the public prayer-meeting. It is nothing 
raicoramon lo hear the voice of prayer wafted on the wings of the wind 
ft^am the adjoining field. The Bible is studied, and prized, and loved, more 
than it ever was befoi-e. It ia felt to be 'more precious than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold,' and to be ' sweeter than honey, yea, than the honey 
that droppeth ihim the comb.' 

" Several that were lying out, fVom various excuses, tVom tlie ordinances 
of a preached gospel, have been moved to tlie house of God, in whatever 
attire they could command, though It were poor; while otiiera have been 
stirred to obtain decent clothes, who aie now to he seen reverently wor- 
shipping In the hotijie of God, where they had not been for years before. 
Many, too, have been moved to keep the fteast of the Lord's Supper, in 
obadieuce to the dying command of the Lord. Our congregations never 
had such an appearance before of hearty, earnest worshippers. There 
are thousands of the surrounding Christian population who are revived 
and reflwhed as the parched com, in the long drought of summer, after 
the desreading of the cooling and invigorating shower. There is a quick- 
ening to duty, to spirituality in communion with God, which is manifest 
and delightful. Never, in this locality, was there such holy, and impor- 
tunate, and believing prayer ofltered up by memhers, in the name of the 
boSj child Jesus, for the ontpooring of the Holy Ghost. 

" This gracious revival has extended tana the paiish of Connor lo that 
of Ahoghill ; then to Portgienone, and round by Tally, Largey, Grange, 
Straid, Slatt, Galgorm Park, Cloughwater, Clov^h, and Rasharkin; nor is 
it yet showing any symptoms of decline ; on the contiary, it is moving on 
with amazing power. Every day, and almost every hour, is bringing 
tidings of conviction. The interest is more and more awakening and 
extending. 

"As to the human agency by which this revival has been begun, and 

continues to ho extended, it is not through the ministerfl of the churches 

alone, or even chiefly. The earnest and tiitlifol preaching of the Word 
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may hare been the prepsication in some degree; but Hie chief anfl honored 
agents in the woik ire the conierttd {liemselves. 

" We preKnd not l« undorBtanii or to expl^n all the bodily effocls by 
which this revival is accompanied There are mysteries eoonected mith it 
which are iDcomprehenslhle Still, we cannot believe that it is all the re- 
salt of mete human s^ mpath} , or the effect of bodily disease, or the result 
of Satanic i^encj In (he awakening of elnmbering sonls — their agonia- 
ing cry for mercy — in then' repentance and forsaking of beloved sins — 
their acceptance of Christ — their admiaalon of Htm lo sit enthroned on 
the highest and best seat of their aflfections — in their love to Jesns ^ their 
earnest, believing prayer — their entrance on newness of being, and their 
persevoring endeavors to win sinners tu the Saviour— ive see the grace of 
God, and are glad." 



An attempt has been made, in certain hostile qniirters, to depredate the 
character of the revival, by a series of statistical statements affecting the 
moral status of Belfast. It has been stated, for example, that di'unken- 
ness has been considerably on the increase shice the commencement of the 
movement in that town. Before adverting more particularly to this repre- 
sentation, I may be permitted to give a few detailed atatlstlca, in relation 
to crime in the province of Ulal^r, during the year of the revival. 

The number of prisoners for ti'lal at the Quarter-Sessions ibr County 
Antrim, OcWher 1859— that is, six months after the commencement of the 
revival — was exactly one-half that of the previous year; Hie fignrea 
being, October 1858— 14; October IS59 — 7. 

At the Ballymena Quarter-Seaslous, held before John H. Otway, Esq., 
Assistant-Barrister, in April 1860— that ia, when the revival had been 
above a year in existence. In that neighborhood, which had been its cen- 
tral district — there mas not a single case of indictmeni tgwm the record- 

On this subject, the following extract from a letter lo the Bishop of 
Down from the Eev. Edward Magnire, the lately-appointed incumbent 
there, is valuable : 

" I met, a ftew evenings ago, a number of gentlemen connected with this 
neighboriiood. Among them there were three magiatrates. Their unani- 
mous testimony was, that since tiie revival, the public morals were vastly 
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improved; anil thongh, bb we might expect, there were some caseB of 
dranlienness and otlier rices, yet they said these weie quite exceptional. 
I. asked variona and independent parties — tlie baniBtet (Mr. Otway), 
magistrates, and grand-jotymen, all at different times and in diffei'ent 
places, to what cause, in their opinion, was this absence of crime owing, 
and they eacli and all at once replied, 'To the revlTaL' " 

At Uie Quarter-Sessions in Coleraine, a place which is second in interest 
only to BaUymena, as one of the eai-licst scenes of the revival, the testi- 
mony of the assiBtant-barrister, to the saine effect as given in the preced- 
ing part of this volume, was voluntarily emitted in presence of tie grand 
jury. 

At the Qaarter-Sessions, Belliiat, in April 1860, Ihe assietanl>banisler, as 
reported in the local joninal, said ; " Genliemen of the grand-jury of this 
division of the Connty Antrim, I have been enabled, in thejirs! bco laums 
of the county in which I held the Sessions, to congratulate the grand-jury 
npon having notMug ai all to do. Gentlemen, I cannot exacUy offer to yon 
the same amount of congratulation, because you have thrm casfs to try; 
hut still I think we can congratulal« ourselves on having such a small cal- 
endar, all of a trijiing clatracier." 

At the March Assiara, 1881), for the connly of Antrim, tJiere were but 
five prisoners for liial ; and for the connty of the lown of Carrickfei^us, 

At the Qnartor-Sessions for Londonderry, In April 18S0, held before Wm. 
Armstrong, Esq., assistant-harrister, (here vias no cri-naiial business, and his 
worship was presented with a pair of whiw gloves. 

An offleifll connected with the county prison of Down, says, in a private 
letter, "As to the criminal bnsineeB of the connty, the late assiiKs (March 
1860) had an average amount; but at the Quarter-SessionE, on several 
occasions, not a prisoner for ti'ial appeared on the calendar, though some 
■were out on ball." 

One of the most important and decisive facts — as Illustrating the moral 
results of tlie revival over the face of a whole county — is the following : 
The number of committals for the county of Antrim had decreased from 
3381 in 1858, to 2784 in 1859! It is well known that Antrim is predom- 
inantly Protestant in its population ; yet the Protestants committed dming 
the past year were only lOK, while the Eomnn Cathohcs were 1069, exliib- 
iting a decrease of 99 Protestants as compared with the previons year, and 
an hicrease of 53 Roman Catholics. 

These ai-e a ftew facts which are undisputed, and they oaght \a go far, 
even were there no other testimony, to settle tlie question of the moral 
tendendes and results of the revival. 

A leading newspaper In Ulster, however, has attempted to show that, so 
far from promoting morality, ihe revival has actoally fostered crime and 
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increased immorality. Tlie charge is serious; but what is its exact extent ? 
It ia stated, on the authority of certain poMce statistics, that drunkenness 
had Increased diu'ing the year of revival beyond the proportion of ante- 
reriva! years. Tlie eases were, — for 1858,2539; for ia59,3112-- increase, 
S73. But the question arises, Whctt imve these statlslics of drunitenness 
to do with the revival? Might it not he as well end as wisely said, Chat 
<U-mi^eriness caused the revival, as that the revival caused di'unkenoess ? 
The two things lie contemporaneously within certain months, but it is a 
logical fallacy to repi'eaent them as eoniiecteil by relations so intimate as 
those of cause and effect. If it had been aSBert«d by tie advocates of the 
religious movement, Uiat every Individual of the 120,000 or 130,000 inhab- 
itants of Belfast had been brought under the influence of the revival, these 
atatislicE of di'unkenness might be legitimately appealed to in the case. 
But It is a fact, which admits of no dispute, that no person has, durins il'e 
year in auesMon, beenhefore the police covrt ofBdfasl, on a charge of drunken- 
tipss, viho had ever been broaghi under ^iffious influences. According to the 
logic of this objector, the towns of Ballymena and Coleraine ought to be 
the most Immoral and drunken in Ireland. 

With regard to the increase of drunkenness in Belt^t — as indicated by 
the police statistics — I do not see that the flriends of the revival are nnder 
any obligation whatever to account for them. It is well known, hoivever, 
that the majority of the " drunken " cases are persons who make no pro- 
fession of any ibrm of Prolaatantiam,and who constitute the lower siraliim 
of the popcUitaon of Belfast. There Is reason. Indeed, to believe that the 
immense majority of them are nominally Roman Catholics, who constitute 
abont one-third of the inhabitants. But lo whatever denomlnallon they 
may belong, they are of that degi'aded and criminal class which, in our 
large towns and cities, have never yet been reached by any of the appii- 

It Is gratifying to state that Ballymacarett, an almost exclusively Prot- 
estant Eullnrb of Belfast, containing about ten thousand inhabitants, la 
undistingnished by this dlagraoeful inebriety. The police-books of Belfast 
testify that ft'om Friday morning, 23d December, 1850, till Wednesday tlie 
28tli December, inclnding the Christmas hohdays, only three ])erscftis were 
taken into costody In that whole district. 

With reference to all such charges as are now alluded lo, the following 
statements, by Bishop M'llvaine, of Ohio, are suggestive and appropriate; 

"I have been struck with the fellacy of the ai'gument against the work 
in Ireland, founded on alleged increase, in some towns, of police commit- 
tals, an evidence of increase, or, at least, of no decrease of crime. Sup- 
pose the Increase proved, and that it is evidence, not merely of more 
shariiness to arrest, but of more crime, — drunkenness, tbr example, — 
which has not appeai-ed, it is veiy supposable that it may be the indirect 
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coTiseqnenco of the reolily of the revival. Satan's kingdom is not exter- 
minftted, nor his enmity, nor his people qiienched in any town. Where a 
real wort of grace is mighty, a gi'eat impression ia prodnced; hundreds 
ace converted, many others are impressed ; but there remain Uiose who 
resist, and seoff, and hate the work, and, fttr defence, as well as enmity, 
will only plDCge deeper hito sin. It is very conceivable that, among such, 
(here may he such increased wickedness as to give to liie common eye the 
aspect of a more prominent and outbreaking spkit of evil. My idea, ia, 
that until Satan is finally bound, we must expect to see. In proporljon ss 
the gospel gains power and draws Its lines nearer bis citadel, an increase of 
the iDBiiil^tation of that enmity which dwells in the hearts of oil that are 
his; an Increased airay of his force; a larger mustering to the field of multi- 
tudes that otliei-vrtse woulil be in a measure as uoenroUed mlliUa — really, 
but not so manifestly, his ; and tbus It will seem as if iniquity were more 
abounding, and the kingdom of darkness putting on more strength, while, 
in reality, it ia only the beleaguered fortress, in the consciousness of Im- 
pending destruction, summoning all Its available strength, and calling up 
every woman as well as man to stand forth and man llie gims. But these 
are results which only they who know the two kingdoms of Clu-ist and 
Antichrist can appreciate." 

AND INSANITY. 



Aliin to the chiii^ just adverted to is the avennent which has been put 
forwai'd, that the revival has promoted insanity to a degree fearfully in 
excess of all ordinary averages. The most exaggei'ated repiesentatjons 
have been published on the subject, and have been caught up with great 
eagerness, and reproduced In the leading Popish, Tractarian, and anti- 
Evangelical Journals of Britain. 

It was stated, for example, in a Belfast jiinmal, that " seven individuals 
had been admitted info the Belfeat Lunatic Asylum withht the last two 
weeks, whose aherratdon of mind is distinctly traceable to the excitement 
conseq.uent on the vehgious preachingsl" — (July 12, 1850.) Au inquuy 
was immediately Instituted Into the truth of this statement, when It ap- 
pealed that two of the " cases " were women who had been in the asylum 
before, and had relapsed into Insanity fVom the effects of the tellgioTiB 
exeilement; a male patient had been ill since the previous November — 
several months before the revival commenced — and no allegation was 
made at Hie time of his admission that he bad come within reach of the 
revival exdtemeat; another male patient was fbnnd to he afflicted with 
"acute mania," — quite a different thing &om I'eligious insanity; a female 
patient, admitted during the time specified, had been present at a revival 
87" 
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meeting, where a womira Boated near her was proslraled, bnt she herself 
hiul not fallen. No aceonnthas been given of the seventh case. 

In the montJi of September, 1859, the same journal published a para- 
graph, headed "Insanity of EeriyflliEm," which mas to the following 
effect : " We have it on good aatiority that, since the commencement of 
the revival movement, there hare been lodged in the Belfast asylum and 
county jidl no fewer than twenty-two cases of insanity, fl'om Lame anil 
that neighborhood alone." This was an astounding allegation, bnt it was 
promptly met by the following statement of (sets : Aa regaids the Belfast 
lanatic asylum, only ONE case of insanity "fi-omLame and that neighbor- 
hood alone" had been admitted, but it was atransfter tVomthe county jail; 
so that, in reality, the hinatic asylum had none at all to account for. As 
regards the county jail, there were admitted, since the commencement of 
the reviTB], only five Insane persons, iroui Lanie and its neighborhood, 
whose aberration was attril>nted to religions excitement. The precise 
nature of this aberraHon — as connected with religious excitemont^ — is 
not stated In any document, and may hare been wholly imconnecled ivlth 
Hie revival, for aught that ia shown. Of these five persons, one, as I have 
said, was transferred to the lunatic asylum ; three bad recovered, and one 
was still hi the connty jail on the 15th of September, 1859. 

I have obtained, A'om an official connected with the Belfast Lunatic 
Asylum, a list of oil the cases admitted into that institotion, classed under 
the head of religioriB escitement, during the year ending March 31, 18fi0. 
They are exactly sixteen, and include, of course, nearly all the cases 
already referred to. My obliging informant says, in regard to these sixteen 
cases ; — " You will perceive that a nnmber of these cases come Itom jail, 
and in all such, the particulars we I'eceive are very Imperfteet. Several 
others, I believe, ai* represented very much according to the feeling of the 
jnedlcal man who visits the patient before admission, and it is he who 
gives tlie character to the disease, stating in his certificate the species of 
insanity with which the patient is afflicted. I may laention Ihat (here were 
eight cases admitted here last year, wader fhe, head of reSgious eaxitemenl, ttfore 
&ere was any toSc qf rcfiwiis ia lh& couniry." It follows ft\)m this statement, 
that as there were sixteen cases in all, dmlng the officiol year, only eight 
cases can be fairly attributed to the excitement of the revival— and this 
proportion Is not In excess of the ordinary average! 

So much forthe cases in the Belfast asylum. In that of Armagh, which 
was erected for the three counties of Armagh, Monaghan, and Cavan, 
there were only nhie cases admitted last yeai-, whose insanity was traced 
toreligiouB excitement; of these, six were discharged cured, and three 
relieved. 

I believe that we should have heard little of the " insanity caused by 
the revival," had It not been for two or three melancholy cases, in which 
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the rellgiooE excitement ted to great physical exhaustion, and ultimately 
to uniimely deaOi. I am somewhat surprised, indeed, that there were not 
more of this description! for individuals were often io tlie hahit of sitting 
up, night after night, engaged in religious exercises, and in a heated at- 
mosphere, in defiance of all the laws of health ; and it was not to he ex- 
pected that, in the case of persons of morbid temperament, or predisposed 
to insanity, the exhaustion of nature, and the operation of moral causes 
of highly-wrought intensity, should not lead to mental derangement. Still, 
It Is important to remark that all great crises in the histoiy of the world, 
political as well aa religions, have swelled the numhera of the insane; and 
I believe that the revival )n Ulster has led to fewer instances of the kind 
than any similar movement on recovd. Sir Alexander MorriGOu, late 
physician to Bethlem Hospital, says : — " The preflomlnant ideas of the 
times, whether religious or political, have great influence in the production 
of Insanity. Thus, at the time of the Crusades, many cases of disordered 
mind occurred. The celebrated novel of Cervantes was wiitten expressly 
to ridicule the Insanity of knlght-errantiy prevalent about the time he 
wime. There were aim, it is said, many persons qgUcled mlh Tstigioas insan- 
ity at the time of the B^orraoiion." I am not aware, however, Uiat any 
section of the antl-Evangellca! press has opposed or condemned the Ref- 
ormation on the same ground that liie Ulster revival has been so nnscru- 
puloiisly vilified. 



THE KEVIVAI. AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLT. 

The following is a portion of the address delivered at tiie opening of 
the AssemWy ; 

"We meet, as you well linow, in drcnmetancea of unusually solemn 
and tender interest- While on the European Continent the nations are 
astounded at the rapid movement of those cotoasal powers that are. 
arrayed in deadly conflict, we, in the pi'OBecutlon of another warfiire, bare 
been arrested by a higher force, which has come down upon ns with 
unwonted eneigy, and whose onward march has tilled us with amazement 
and admiring awe. But a short time ago, and who among us would have 
anticipated such a day of wonder and of power 1 Many a time and oft 
the watchers on our highest hills have songht to descry its gladsome 
advent, but as often have tliey been constrained to report that they had 
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watched In Tain. It bus bettn reserved for na of this Assemtilj' to come 
togetliei' at a time whicli liae bean longed and waited for by prayerflil 
beartB for many generatioDS. And, as we scan tlie toiieos of new life tbat 
evecy where present themseirea Ihrou^lioat onv borders, wa are instinctively 
reminded of the marvele of the Pentecostal jubiiee itself. 

"The scenes with wMch we are now happily familiar are without a 
parallel in our historic records. They call up viviilly befora us the mem' 
ory of the early liine of Pj-esbylJjry in this land, — a land then dark and 
di^solaie, — and lead us to associate the liibors of the fetliers with the 
blessinga that are now descending on the children. They have aifected all 
of as with such a stranee surprise that we know not whether more to wel- 
come or to wonder at the gracions visitation. Convened at suchn period, 
may we not eay that we enter on our deUberations, not only under the 
sanction of our Living Head, bat in the maQifested and special presence 
of that Spirit who has supplied us with such a demonstration of his sov- 
ereign grace and power ? 

" Let the pervading tone of this AssemWy only be In harmony with the 
occasion on which we meet, and, while its actii^s will Ijear the impress of 
a higher wisdom, the form of polity which we administer will at the ssme 
time receive its noblest viniJicatioa; for it will prove itself as alike adapted 
to the transaction of ecclesiastical a&'airs, and to the edifying of the body 
of Chriat. Our own epulis shall thns also bo refreshed, and who can tell 
but that, assembled in the metropolis of the country at such a crisis, our 
meeting may, in the alght of the whole community, elevate us to a higher 
platform, ftom which we shall not willingly descend, and on which we 
shall cultivate as we have never done before the noblest impulses of piety 
and patiiotism i 

" Of those wlio would in other circumstances have taken counsel with 
OS at this meeting, some are employed in what Is the more incumbent and 
congenial task of nourishing the tender plants that are beginning to exhale 
their fragrance in the vineyard, and of guarding them againat the ravages 
of the destroyer. We shall miss their presence, while, we donbt not, they 
will aid us by their prayers." 

Subjoined is that part of the report of the committee on the slate of 
religion with reference to the revival, as presented to the General Assembly, 
July 185a " The grand distinctive feature of our spiritflal history during 
the past year has been the outpouring of the Holy Spirit over an eKtensive 
district of our church. . . . Some of the prominent characterisllca of 
this remarkable awaliening may be briefly noted ; 

" 1. Persona of both sexes, of all ages, of different grades of society, of 
yarioua denominations of professing Christians, including Unitariajis and 
Boman Catholics, have heen at once eonvineed of sin, and appturently con- 
verted to God. 



Host.d./Gciogic 



APPENDIX. 441 

"2. These spiritual emotioiiB have been accompanied, in a very lai^e 
nnmljoi' of cases, by physical Impivassione pradueing bodily inHnnity, and. 
continuing, in some eases, for hours, and in others for days, and usually 
terminating in peace of conseience, and sometimes in joy HoapeakalDlo and 
full of glory. 

"3. The two great truths on which the coovcrB prominently, aud 
almost exclusively dwell, ato, the t.infiilness and utter spiritual help- 
lessness of man, and tlic all-sufflcicncy of Christ as a living personal 
Redeemer. 

" 4. No heresy has been started in this new and unnsnal state of re- 
ligions excitement. The whole movement, in its various aspects, tends to 
give strllting and viviJ ilinstratioQ of the great doctrines of the gospel, as 
they are s^t foitb In onr Catechisms and Conl^sxion of Faith. 

" 5. The effect produced by tills awaitening on the iitfe and character of 
those who have experienced it, is decidedly evangelical: a deep sense of 
sin, especially of the sin of having negiecied (he great salvation, ftovent 
love of Christ, intense brotherly kindness, earnest desire for the conversion 
of sinners, habitnal communion with God, and delight in His Woi-d, wor- 
ship, and Berviee— these attdbntes of character are assuredly tlie fhilt of 
the Spirit, and those are the characteristics of mulUtndes who have lately 
declarod themselves the servants of Christ. The drnttkard has been made 
sober, the libertine chaste, the blasphemer and Sabbatti-brealter devout, 
the worldling constrained to think deeply and penitently of his sina, and 
to flee tVom the wrath to come. These are surely trophies of Divine grace, 
and many such trophies as these have been raised to the honor of God 
since the commencement of tlie present revival. 

" 6. The worlt has been carried forward in many districts by the agency 
of the converts themselves. As many as have been brought to know 
Christ, have taken delight in telling lo all around them what a precious 
Saviour tbey bave found. The fear of man is completely taken away; 
and nneducated persons, of bumble station, are heard to offer np prayer fo 
God, with fluency, propriety, and ftervor. In the presence of multitudes, and, 
without embarrassment or trepidation, to call on theh: assembled feilow- 
sinners to repent, and believe the gospel. 

" These are some of the features of the present movement in tbe north 
of Ireland. They are such as we cannot conicmphiie without wonder, 
thankfulness, and joy. A visitation of Divine grace, so sudden and so 
unusual, has naturally provoked the contemptuous ridicule of some, and 
the fierce hostility of others ; but their opposition has been overruled for 
good. It has led many persona of matured Christian wisdom and expe- 
rietuie, fttim various sections of tlio Protestant Church, to examine and lo 
Judge for themselves; and we bave now an overwhelming array of wit^ 
nosses lo testify, with one accord, that the work is undoubtedly of God. It 
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is true that the ordinary operatton of tlie Holy Spirit is slowly progressive, 
and almost escapes observntlou. Yet who shall venture tosayth^ it may 
not also be immediate, public, powerhil, and extensive, at His sovereign 
will? Why should we deem it sirange if the Holy Spirit, especially ia 
times like these, when men are so much occupied and engrossed witli ma- 
terial objects and pursnita, — when the boundary between the church and 
the wodd is so dim and so little discernible, — ■ when such exaggerated im- 
portant is attacled to mere office, and order, and outward ceremonial,— 
why shonld we deem it Etraoge if the Spirit of God come forth in power, 
and send such a peal of awakening through tlie hearts of cai'Stess, 
worldly, self-complacent professors of religion, as shall effectually rouse 
tliem from their slnmbers, and enable them at once to discriminate be- 
tween truth and error, between right and wrong, between shadow and 
substance, hetiveen the form of godliness and the power thereof ? Further, 
we find that, in point of fSct, the history of the church of God, bott 
before and since the Christian era, has been marked by signal and exten- 
sive manifestations of Divine grace ; and that in the community of His 
people, as well as in the individual believer, the liffe of religion has been 
forwai'ded by impulses rather than by conlintdng progress." 

The following were the resolutions Eul»sequentiy adopted: 

" First, That this Assembly desires to express profound thankfulness tfl 
God that it has pleased Him to pour out His Spirit on bo many of our 
congregations; that it recognises with reverence and awe, and at the same 
time with inexpressible joy, the sovereign and infinite grace which, not- 
withstanding our many provocations, has bestowed on ns such evident 
and abundant tokens of the Divine favor. 

" Secondly, That in the new and unprecedentedly solemn circumstances 
in which this chorah is placed, the AssomMy deeply feels the need, of be- 
ing directed by tie wisdom of the Most High ; and would, therefore, call 
on Him who giveth liberally and npbrtudeth not, to bestow tlie Spirit of 
power and of love, and of a sound mind, and to know what we oaght to 
do in these times of special visitation. 

" Thirdly, While the Assembly leaves the ministers to deal in Christian 
wisdom with individual cases as they arise, it would earnestly remind the 
brethren of the need of gnarding, on the one hand, against cherishing 
nndue suspicion of the reality of the work of the Holy Spirit; and, on the 
other, of adopKng any coarse of procedure whereby onr people may be 
led to mistake bodily impressions, or even deep conviction of sm, for 
genuine conversion to God. 

" Fourthly, That the Assembly, while cordially recognizing, as one of 
the most marked evidences of the gennineness of this work, the fecta 
staled by all the brethren, that it has been originated and promoted by 
means of the system of setting forth the trutii in the standards of this 



Host.d./Gciogic 



APPENDIX. 44d 

church, nevertheleES earnestly entreat all the ministers and mEmbers to 
watch the introduction, ft-om any quarter, of en^or in doctrine or in prac- 
tino, lost Salan should get an advantage over as, and the Spirit of Truth 
te provoliCd to withdraw." 



DOWN AND CONNOK DIOCESE EETCENS. 

a Boloction from the answers received to the qaeries ad- 
dressed by the Bishop of Down, Counor, and Dcomora, to tlie clergy of 
his diocese, and refbred to in the communicatiooE from bis lordship. 

I. "How haa the remval operated ia -rtfereneB to your congregation ~ the 
atteadanrs at Ihe Lord^s ToNe — or at t/oar schoot-hoase or collage leclvres f " 
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church, Wu« nn<ti ui 
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n, " SiTice the appearance of the remval, have you (^served any intpToiKmait 
in the habits of yoar people ? " 

"1. Decidedly less drunltennesa — less violation of the sanctity of the 
Lord's day. 

"3. A most marked improvement. Drunkenness and other notorious 
vices have almost disappeai'ed. In one large establishment, the bosiness 
of each day is commenced and ^ended with prayer. 
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"3. A total ehftnge tbr the tetter; and the police have conftssed they 
hare little i« do. 

"4. It is moat grallfylng to obECfvo the hahit of rending the Bible 
among fomilies, where it was hofore Ictally noglectefl, now becoming ea 
prominent. 

,"5. A reverence for religious subjects, and willingness to convei'se upon 

'f 6. The habits of the people completely changed. FoiToerly dtunken- 
nesa was the pfevailing habit, now sobriety. There had been s. total neglect 
of family worship ; it is now very general. 

"7. In almost every house, and by the hedges, I find the Bible read. 

" 8. My parochial census of 1M7 exhibited, only seven femilles who had 
family worship ; and, tip to this dat«, I have given 314 fornis of prayer for 
family worship to the heads of families sotldthig them, and now, I Mfeve, 

" 9. Religion Is the anlversal topic of conversation. 
" 10. The general aspect of the place is changed- " 

It may be here staled, that, of the Episcopal ministers of tJie north of 
Ireland, the Rev. Charles Seaver, of St. John's, Belfast, was among the 
most earnest and successful in connection with the revival movement. At 
an early period he came forward, in his own pulpit, with a vindication of 
its own gennineness; and subsequently, at tLe meeting of the EvangeUcal. 
Alliance, his admhable statement produced a deep impression. That 
paper has since been widely circulated, and has, donbttess, told with happy 
effect throughout the entire khigdom. Mr. Seaver has throughout been 
joint.superiniendent of the weekly union prayer-meeting, condncled by 
the brethren of all evangelical denominations in Belfast. His visit to 
London, at the request of the committee of the Evangelical Alliance, did 
much to commend iie movement in the metropolis and Its vicinity. 



CONGKEGATIONAL 

The following tabular statement contains the substance of returns fitim 
three hundred and six out of four hundred and slx^ Ulster congrefcations 
in coDnectloa with the General Assembly (there are five hundred and 
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twenty In all, north and Eoutli), in reply to a circular issned in the month, 
of December last. At that period. In most of tho consrcgations refwred 
to, there had been only one commanion season euhsequent U) the revival. 
In such cases the returns do not by any means show the full extent of in- 
crease to tho mcmhership of the churah consequent upon tho movement. 
In a few Instances only, in which an nnuauaUy large accession is recorded, 
as in some of the Belfest congregations, the additions to the church ai'e 
reckoned np to the Ist of April, 1860. The names of some congregations 
are reluctantly omitted, no definite numbers being specified in the returns 
received ftom them. It is a, striking attestation to the extent of the move- 
ment, and the deep interest evinced in it, IJiat such a mass of valuable 
statistics as the following table exhibils was famished by ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church, hot in obedience to any official requirement, but 
solely as a contribution on their part to the present puhlieation, for which 
it was notified that the information was desired. 

Wilh reference to the cases of Individuals formerly connected with the 
Boman Catholic .Chnrch, of which between throe and four hundred are re- 
ported, it is to be observed (hat cone are given but those of which a hope- 
ful opinion is enfertamed in the several neighborhoods with which they 



The following abstract shows the comparative number, both of congre- 
gations visited by the revival, and of individuals added to the church in 
with them, in the several counties of Ulster; 



4333 Additional Communicants. 



Antrim, , 


81 Congregati 


Down, . 


68 


Deny, 


36 


Tyrone, . 


42 


Armafih, . 


27 


Donegal, . 


33 




18 


Cavan, . 


10 


Fermanagh, 


1 



lO.BJ 



In all the congregations throughout tho Church, many who cannot be 
reckoned in the above statement, inasmuch as Ihey were nominally in 
communion, have, after a long neglect, been rciinlted In the ftllowship of 
the church. The increase above the average, ftequentlj stated below, is 
laj^eiy to be attributed to the accessions from this class, and amounts to 
several thousands. 
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County Ahthim. 

lat Ahoghill — 30p. m.; 137 ad. ; 280 communicants abore tha tiverago; 
202 added to the churcli in 1859; 709 hopefully awakened; 8 Eoman. 
Catholics impi'essed, 6 of whom joined the church. 

2d Ahoghill — 65 ad. ; 6 Roman Catlioliea now connected with the con- 
gregation. 

3d Ahoghill — 34ad.; 56 above average ; onoRomanCatMichu.5 joined 
the church. 

Ballyoarry — 70 ad.; prayer-meetings uniyersal; lOOO in attendance in 
the several districts. 

Bally castle— 13 ad. 

Ballydare— 7 p.m.; 20 ad. 

Ist Bflllyeaaton — 19 p. m.; 65 ad.; 170 above average; attendance on 
public worship increased one-thiid. 

adBiUlyeaston. — 40 ad, 

Ballindotry — 22 ad. ; a publican estimates his loss at £40 yearly by the 
revival) another took down his signboard, 27tli June. 

Ballylianey — 30ad. 

iBt Ballymena^64ad.; 90 over average. 

SdBallymena— 160 ad.; 200 above average; only 3 per cent, of the 
awakened prostrated; prayer-meetings pervade l«vni and country; 10 
Eoman Catholic cases. 

1st Ballymoney — 67Bd.; 120 over average; Boveral Eomanists. 

3d Ballymoney — 38 ad. 

SdBalljTnoney — 81ad.; 150 over average; scarcely a family which has 
not experienced a revival; 6 Romanists added to the church. 

Ballynure — 50 ad. 

1st Ballyiashane — 70 ad. ; 50 brought nnder the Influence of the revival 
at the first meeting; several families, once living in practical heathenism, 
now amongst the moat regular, praywful, and pious in the congregation. 

ad BaUyrashane — S p.m.; 30 ad.; 65 above average; all the members of 
the church now observe family worship, except 20; 2 Eoman Catholic cases. 

Ballyslllian — 80 ad.; 100 above the average. 

Ballyweany— 4p. m.; 20 ad.; 2 Romanists added. 

Belfast — 4 new congregations and chnrches in progress. At a meeting 
lately held of the agents of the town mission, 11 in nnniber, licentiates of 
Ihe PreBbyterian church, it was reported that aU who had bean hopefully 
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impressed in Ibelr reepeclive dlstriota continiiod steadfast, sure a reiy 
taw. 

Albert Street — 10 p, m,; 17 ad.; aTSrage at communion Inecessed 850 
percent.; aRomanisM added. 

Alfred Street — 13 p. m.; 25 ad.; few families loft tmblost. 

Balljmacacrett — 15p.TO.; 70 ad.; 100 above average. Of the 70 added 
to the dmrci, many are converls, and some faradvanced in life. 

Beiry Street— 80 p.m.; 350 ad,; 1500 at the Ba&bath sclioola; SI Eo- 
manista hopofnlly awakened. 

CoUege Street — 3p.m,; 17 ad.; 45 above average. 

Eglinton Street — 6 p. m.; 43 ad.; the church enlarged by addition of 
4O0 sittings; 1 Soman Catholic, rery decided. 

Fisherwieli Place — 65 ad.; the weekly prayoc-mecling, with difficulty 
SBStained before, has an increase of fi^om 300 to 500; 300 cases of hopeful 
conversion, chiefly in daily and Sabbath schools, among tlie yonng, who 
have prayer-meetings among themselves; 2 members of the chnrch have 
set agoing the erection of new churches, by donations of £1000 each and 
upwaivls. 

Great George's Street — 7 p. m.; 200 ad.; the communion-roll donbled. 

Linenhall Street — lOO ad. ; abont 100 families have joined the congre- 
gation. 

May Street- 40 ad. 

Rosemary Street — 40 ad. 

Sinclair Seaman's — 40 ad. 

Toivnsend Street — 70ad.; 140 above average; 6 or 7 Romanists. 

York Street — 33 ad.; 80 above average; great awaliening, but no ex- 
citement. Id the Independent, Wesleyan, and Baptist churches of the 
town, similar resnils were witnessed. 

Billy — 7 p.m.; 5! ad.; 80 above average; 1 Roman Catholic. 

Broughshane-^ 140 ad.; an additional chnrch in progress ; tl'esh appear- 
ances of awakening in Maieh, 1830; 30 Roman Catholics. 

Backaa — 18 p. m. ; 70 ad. ; 300 above average. 

Carncastle — 4 p. m,; 40 ad.; 80 above average. Of about 20O awakened, 
only2 have gone back, 

Cavnmoney- aOp. m.; 80 ad.; 100 above average. 

Ist Carrickfei^ns — 'JO ad. ; the men at the saltworks meet for prayer 
700 feet under ground. 

SdCarrickfei^a— 30 p.m.; 140 ad,; 60 of the communicants mavTied 
persons; 3 Eoman Catholics. 

Clonghwater — 36 ad. 

Ist Coleraine — 51 ad. ; 77 above average. 

ad Coleraine — 60 ad.; 100 above average; sale of Bibles and religions 
books wholly unprecedented. 
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Dimean — 7p. m 


.;35ad. 




Dunloy — 53ad. 






Duniuco — U p. I 


n.;50id. 


; 80 above 


yl50. 






Finvoy — 14 p. m 


.; 35 nd.; 


the wovk ■ 
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3d Coleralne — 75 afl. 

Connor — 137 ad.; a network of prayer-meetings over the whole district. 

Croaghmore — 10 p, m.; 37 ad.; 2 hopefnl Roman Catholic cases. 

Cullyhacliey — 41 ad.; 4hopeftiI Roman Catholic cases. 

Dervocli — 41 ad.; 60 above average. 

1st Donegore — 13 p. m.; the young comnjunicanls ui 
for a year; hence no report of additions, as yet. 

Driunreagh — 6p. m.; 30 ad.; 3 Roman Catholic cases. 

1st Dnnboe — lODad.; 200 above average; 8 Romanists liave joined the 
church. 

Diindrod — JO p. m.; 100 ad.; no wblsltey or wine now presented in any 
house in the congregation- 



rage; inqnircra' class attended 

e prosperons than six months 
ago; 3 Roman Catholics, one of whom is a commanicant. 

Glenarm — 30 ad.; a few Roman Catholics, all most exemplary. 

Glenwherry— 6 p.m.; GOod.; 140 above average. 

iBt Islandnuigee — 10 ad.; 80 above average; 1 Roman Catholic. 

2d Islandmageo — 4p.m.; 100 above average; 1 Roman Cathohc. 

Kilbride — 29 ad.; 40 above average. 

Killead — 9 p. m. ; 40 ad. ; 100 above average. 

let Killymun'is — 33 ad. 

Sd KiUymnrris — 18 ad. 

adKiiranghla — 8p.m.; 51 ad. 

IstLarno — 16 p. m.; 90 ad.; 156 above average; not a single bacifsMer, 
out of hundreds hopefully converted ; a few Roman Catholics. In tlio 
town of Lame a missionary is maintained by John Getty, Esq., a Chrietion 
gentleman, a native of the place, now a retrod Belfast merchant, who has 
also erected two commodious mission-houses, superintended by the mis- 
sionary. 

Lylehill — aOad. 

Malone — 3 p. m.; 30 above the average; 3 Roman Catholics, and 1 
Unitarian family, added to the church. 

Maragal — 3 p. ri.; 30 above the average; I Roman CatlioHc- 

Mosside— 20 p. m.; 90 ad. 

ad Portglenone — 20 ad.; 40 above the average. 

3d Portglenone — 3 p. m. ; 8 ad. 

Porlrush — 13 p.m.; 23 above the average. 

Raloo — SOad.; 120 above the average; 3 Roman Catholics. 

Ramoan — aSad>; 40above the average; 2 Roman Catholics. 
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2 Eandalatown — 4 p. m.; 13 nd. 
Rasliarkin ^ 33 ad. 
RoReyards— ISp. m.;2; 
Templepatrick — 4 p. m. 

County Down. 
31 Atiaghlone — 8 p. m.; commimlcants attenil two sessions before 

Anahilt — 64 ad.; Ifl2 atove averago. 
Annalong — 8j>. m.; 54 ad. 
Ardglass - S ad. 

Ballyeowan — 54 ad.; 175 atiOYB average; tlie entii'e neighborhood 
transformed. 
Ballycopeland— Sad.; 35 aliOTe aTerago. 
let BalljTJahineh — 7 p. m. ; 70 ad. ; 200 above average. 
3d BalljTmhInoh — 10 p. m.; 66 above average; several Roman Catholic 

Ballydown — SO ad. ; coramnnicants doubled. 

BallyMack — 16 p.m.; 36 al. 

Bailyroney — 43ad.; 165 above average; 6 Roman Catliolics, of whom. 
3 regularly attend. 

1st Ballywalter — 11 ad. 

Banbrfdge — SO ad.; 100 a1>ove avei'agc. 

1st Bangor — IS ad. ; 50 above average; 2 Roman Calholics. 

Sd Boarilmtlis — 4p. m.; 10 ad.; 30 above average. 

Eiijoitvale — 16 ad. ; 57 above average. 

Carrowdore— 30 ad. 

Cargycreevy — 40 ad. ; 140 above average. 

Carryduff — 4 p. m.; 31 ad.; 70 above average; measnros for addlHonal 
cbnFch accommodation in progress; within two miles of the church 4 
public-houses closed through the revival. 

Castiereagh — 43 ad.; 100 above average. 

Clonduff — flp.m.; 16ad.; 50 above average; 3 Roman Cathoiics. 

lat Comber — 7 p. m.; 152 ad. 

Conlig — 40ad. 

Donacloney — 50 above average. 

Donoughmore — 34 p. m.; 30 ad. 

Ist Dromara — 20 p. m.; 50 ad.; 136 above average; several cases of 
Roman Catholic sei'vants, and one whole family. 

2d Dromara — 53 ad.; 150 above average ; 6 Roma^i Catholics; 1 public- 
honse closed. 

1st Dromore — Sp.m.; 10(1 above average. 
38* 
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Dcumbo — 60 ad.; 100 above average; some Rom sm Catliolics. 

Drumbanagher— 10 p.m. 

Dnimgooland — IS p. m.; AO ad. 

Drutnlee — 9 p. m.; communion greatly tocreased; 1 Roman Catholic. 

Dnimlough — 6 p. m. ; 31 ad. ; ISA above average. 

Dundonald — !1 p. m.; 50 above average ia commtuUcanls' class; at 
present (April, 18G0) lOS. 

GarvagUj — 13 p. m. ; 20 ad. 

Gilford — 50 above average; 1 Roman Catholic moat steady. 

Giascar — 23 ad. 

Gi'oomBport — 5 p. m.; 40 above average. 

Kilkeel — 15 ad. ; 30 above average. 

Kllkiaamwij— !5p, m..; IS ad. 

Killyleagh — 100 above arerage. 

Killinchy — 16 p. ra.; 67 ad.; 300 above average; 2 Roman Cathoiles, 

Kiimore — IS p. m.; 56 ad.; communicants nearly doubled. 

Legacuny — 50 alJove average. 

Leitrim — 13p. m.; 37 ad.; 3 Roman Catholics, most satisfactory. 

Liflsara — 9p.m.; 10 ad.; 70 above average. 

Louglwichray — 15 p.m.; 103 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic femily. 

Maghera hamlet — 10 ad.; 24 al>ove average. 

Masherally~23 ad.; 60 above ayerago. 

MiiUsle — 3p.m.; aS ad. 

Moira — 10 ad. 

Monie — 13 p. m. ; 99 ad. ; 150 above average. 

Newroills — 8 p.m.; 15 ad.; 2 Roman Catholics. 

Ist Newry— 30 above average; 1 Roman Catbolic. 

Stt Neivry — 7 p. m. ; 30 ad. ; 50 above average. 

1st Newtonards — 6p.m.; 150 ad. 

Regent Street, do. — 36 ad.; 100 above average; 5 Roman Catholics. 

4th Newtonards — 17 ad. 

Newtonbreda — commanicants for first time doubled. 

Portafeay — lOp. m.; 16 ad.; 40 above average. 

Raffeiy — 15 p. m.; 75fld. ; 200 above average; 70 families added; 1 
Roman Catholic, very decided. 

letKathMland — 30 p. m.; 17 ad.; 70 above average; 1 public-house 
dosed, 3 about to close; 1 Roman Catholic. 

2d Rathft'iland — 10 ad. ; aO above average ; 1 Roman Catholic. 

SdRothfrilanrt — 18 ad.; 36 above average ; 1 Eoman CathoUo. 

iBt Sainttleld — 108 ad, ; 30O above avei'age. 

Sd Saialfleld — 34 ad.; SO above average. 

Seorva— 16 ad. ; 28 above average. 

Ryane — 11 p. m.; 20 ad. 

Tuilyliih— 2,')ad. 
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County Deukt. 



BaJtyamet — 0p. m.;a5 ad. ;85 above average; 4 Roman Catholics. 

Ballygoney — 4p. m.; 3ad. 

Balljkelly — 21 p. m. ; 71 ad. ; 3 Soman CathoHcs seeking inetruction ajid 
attending aervieea. 

Ballywillan — 8 "p, m.; 92 ad.; 3 Roman Catholics, 

Banagher — 14 p, m. ; 14 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic;. 

Bellaghy — 30 ad.; 61 aliove average. " You have heai'd of BoUaghy," 
says the Rev. Hugh Hunter. " It Jibs !ong l>een notorious as a hot-bed of 
vice and sinlf of mocal iilthlness; lis people — with many honorable ex- 
ceptions, no doubt — an outlawed, at least a lawless, rabble; codtfieht- 
ing, party rows, druakenncBS, profane swearing, Sabbalh deseeiation, neg- 
lect of ordinances, and such like, being the order of tbe day. There is 
now an amaaing doci-ease of crime. Many Iiave.Eo far as man can judge, 
undergone a saving change, and a very large number, protiably the minor- 
ity, have been brought to the Saviour without any physical auifering ; 
while in the case of most who have never been brought nnder the Spirit's 
influence, great refonnation of character has taken plaee, and many, for- 
meily stOHt^heai'ted in their sine, are now evidently afriiid to indulge in 
their former evil praetices. The Romanists are also much more accessible 
than before." 

Boveedy — 33 ad.; 2 Roman Catholics. 

Boveva, — 6p.m.; 23 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic. 

Caslledawson — 7 p. m. ; 70 ad. ; 130 above the average. 
■ Churchtown — 3 p. m. ; 30 ad. ; 3 Roman Catholics. 

Claggin — 6 p. m.; 27 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic, Iteeping steady. 

Ciunher— 15p. m,; 30 ad,; 100 above average; 150 families observing 
family worship; several Roman Catholics. 

lat Deny — 50 ad. ! 100 above average ; several Roman Catholics. 

2d Decry — 26 ad.; many prayer-meetings, both congregational and 
united, in town and country. 

3d Deny — S8 ad. 

Derraraore — 8p. m.; 13 ad.; scarcely a family but has been made a 
partalier of the grace of God; 1 Roman Catliolie. 

Di-aperslxiwn — 2p. m.; 26 ad, 

Drumacbose — 7 p, m.; 28 ad,; 1800 Bibles, etc, disposed of; 8 Roman 
Catholic cases. 

2dDunboe — 35 ad.; 5 Roman Catholics. 

Pauglianvale — 20p, m.; SOad.; 150 above average; church greaUy en- 
larged, 

3d Garvagh — 11 p. m.; 33 ad,; 70 above average; Ikmily worship all 
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bnt universal; 2 peraonB baptized who were dissatisScd witli tlie Romish 
baptism; S other Roman Catholic cases. 

Sd Glendermot — 23 ad. 

Goitneesy — 8 p. m-; 40 ad.; 3 Eoman Catholics. 

Largy — 9 p. m.; 26 ad.; 2 Romac Catholics. 

1st Kilrea — 9 p. m.; 30 above average. The converts here evince a de- 
sire to "learn in silence." Ko proaWadons in the public services, although 
many such elsewhere; Roman CathoUcs steadfast so far. 

Lecamphec — 6p. m.; 48 ad.; the congregation so much increased that 
the chnrch requires to be enlarged; district prayer-meetings, embracing 
the whole extent of tlie congregation, held in the houses of Uie rich and 
cottages of iha poor; 3 Eoman Catholics. 

Maeosquin — 24 ad,; 3 Roman Calholies. 

Mnghera — 10 p.m.; 40 ad.; greatly increased sale of Bibles, etc. 

Magherafelt — 36 ad.; 50 above average. 

Moneymore — 43 ad, 

Myroe — 13 p, m. ; 80 ad.; persons attending worship who have not 
done so for years ; 2 abandoned women stood up before the congregation, 
and voluntarily confessed their sins ; 3 public-houses dosed ; 5 or Soman 
Catholics. 

SdNewtonlimavady — 7 p. m.; 60 ad.; lOO above average. For three 
weeks, every night was spent in public prayer, more than lOOO ofl«n hi at- 
tendance, and sometimes morning davraed before the ministers conid 
leave; the converts continue steadfastly to hold on their way; 5 or 6 Ro- 
man Catholic cases. 

Ringsend — 20 ad.; 50 above average. 

Saltersland — 23ad. 

Scriggan — 18 ad.; 3 Roman Catholic cases. 

Tobermore.— 40 ad. 

County Tymose. 

Albany — 3 p. m. ; 13 ad. 

Ist Ardswaw — 27ad.; 60 above average. 

2dArd3ti'aw — 6p. m.; 18 ad. 

Aughoacioy — 4 p. m. ; 54 ad. ; Sabbath-school trebled ; several hundreds 
of BIhles and rehgious books sold; 2 Roman Catholics. 

Ballygawley — 35 ad. 

Ballymagrane — 4 p. m.; 34 ad.; attendance on public worship doubled. 

Ballyreagh — 8p. m.; 26 ad. 

Brigh — 7 p.m.; 00 ad.; many awakened who were not physically 
affected; 6 Romanists. 

Castlccauifieid — SS ad, ; greater inci-ense tlian for the last twelve years ; 
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sereral Roman CathoUc cases, bat Iho majority ooerced by persecution; 4 
steadfeBt. 

1st Caatiedei^ — 40 ad. 

Sd Castlederg— 4 p. m. ; 20 ad. 

Claggan— 10 ad.; 57 aboye average; 1 Koman Catholic. 

CienanwB, Upper— 56 ad. 

Cienanees, Lower — 13 ad. 

Clogliemey — 20 p. m.; 60 ad.; family worship increased flrefold; 1 
Bom an Catholic. 

1st CookBtowii — 31 ad. 

Sd Cookstown — coramuDion incraaaed ono-teoli. 

3d Cookstown — 40 ad. ; above average aliout 60. 

Crossroads — 3 p. m.; 25 ad. 

Donglaa — aSad. 

Ist Dangannon — 5 p. m. ; 97 ad.; 2 Koman Catholics. 

Dromore — lOp. ra.; 58ad. "Theawakerang," says ihe Rev. J.R.Dill, 
" has effected a most marked and matvellous change In tills parish." 

Dmmquin — 40 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic. 

Eglish — 4 p.m.; 30 ad.; S Soman Catiiolics. "Thewholeaspect of the 
cotmtry changed ; people serious, solemn, temperate, and generally awak- 
ened In regai'd 1o Cheh' spiritual condition." 

Mutona — lOp. m.; Had.; 30 above average. 

Glllygooley — 3 p. m.; Had.; 50 above average. 

Glenelly — 15 ad.; 56 ahove average; 1 Roman Catholic. 

Gortin — 15p.m.; 18 ad.; 45 above average; 5Eoman Catholics; 950 
added Ut the abstinence list. The inn^ieepers have almost nothmg to do. 
Almost all have abandoned the use of tobacco, as well as ardent spirits. 

Killetur— 8ad.; 30 above average; 2 Koman Catholics. 

Leclcpatrick — 7p. m,; 10 ad.; 50 above average, 

Mlnterbnrn — lOp. m.; 75 ad.; 100 above average; 7 Soman Catholics. 

lEt Newlonstswart — 9 ad. ; 20 above avei'age ; no baekslidOT known. 

ad Newtonstewart — 12 ad. 

Orritor — 19ad.; 39 ahove average; 1 Roman Catholic, 

Pomeroy — 7 p. m.; 4 ad. 

Sandholes — 9p. ni.; 46 ad.; 78 above average; several Roman Catho- 
lics steadtiiet amid bitter persecution. 

Six-mile-crosB— 16p. m.; 40 ad.; 67 above average; 1 Roman Catholic 
very hopeful. 

1st S[ewart8town—7p.m.;35 above average; a puhUcan has given np 
the trade; 1 Soman Catholic. 

2d Stewartslown — 28 ad. 

1st Strabane — lOp. m.; 35ad.; 70 above arerage. 

2d Strabane — 10 p. m.; 16 ad.; 30 above average. 

Umey — 4 p. m. ; 20 ad. ; I Roman Catholic. 
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Ahorej — Sp. m.; 1-1 ad,; 4 csseu of Eoman Catholics conrei'ted. 

2d Armaeh^aOp.m.; 15 ad. 

3d Annogh— 30p. m.;50nd. 

Armaglibrague — 3p. m.jmow adclltlona to the church than during tho 
five previous years. 

BeBsbrook — 7 p.in,; 34 ad.; 3 Eomaii Cafholie cases. 

Cladjniore — 7 p. m.; 20 ad.; 3 Boman Catholic cases hopeful. 

Clare— 3 p.m.; 53 ad. 

aarfcabridge — 10 p.m.; 17 ad. 

Cremore — 3 p.m.; 20 ad. 

let Drumbunagher — 12ad;; more good done in iha last few months 
than during a ministry of half a contmy itt ordinary times; 1 Eoman 
Catholic. 

I>rnmhll!ary — 16 ad. 

Drnmminis — 8 ad. 

iBt Keady — 9 p. m. ; 50 ad. 

SdKeady — 6p. m.; 23 ad. 

Kingsmill — 6 p. m. ; 22 ad. ; 4 Eoman Catholic eases, steady. 

Ktuippagli— 4p. m.; 13 ad.; 3 Eoman Catholics believed to be savingly 



Lurgan — 20 p.m.; 70 ad.; a towii missionary and colporteur employed, 
and a now Freshytertan church about to be erected. 

Maritethill — 5p.m-; 36 ad. 

Middletown — 7 ad. 

Mouotnorris — 15 p. m. 

Portadown — 6 p. m.; 36 ad. 

Pojntapass — 9p. m.; 15 ad. 

Bedrock — 12 p. m.; 27 ad.; 1 Roman Catholic girl, who has endm'ed 
much persecution. 

Tandragee— !Oad. 

Tartaraghan — 5p. m.; 17 ad,; of the many bopeftdly impressed very 
few strictcn. The miqorilj' found peace in theh' own homos. 

Tassagh — 4 p.m.; 7 ad. 

Tulljallon — SSad,; 6 Roman Catholics, 3 of whom are steadfast. 

Cor NTT DOSEGAL. 

Alt"3p. m.; 16 ad. 

Bnna-ana — 5 p. m.; 16 ad.; in a congregation of only 55 limiillca, 40 
persons are regarded as savingly impressed, 12 being heads of families; 
between 20 and 30 olhora nnder concern, one 80 years of age; £400 sub- 
scribed for a new church. 
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Burt — 70 ad, ; 3 Itoman Catiolice, all remarkable eases. 

Caraionagh — 20 ad. 

Camone — 9 ad. 

Convoy — 7p. m,; 38 ad. 

Crosaroads — S p.m.; 13 ad,; foor-fitUis malntaia familj nro^ship; 1 
Koman Catbolic hopeful. 

DonoughmorB — ISp. m.; 45 ad.; 100 aliove aTerage; 2 Eomatl Catho- 
lics; missionary collectJona and contributions K> Biblo Society doubled. 

Fahau — 6 p. m.; 4 ad.; 2 Eomaa Catliolics; 1 went to Scotland lo 
escape persecution. 

Famet — 6p.m.; 30 hopeflilly eonTerted; no prostrations. 

KilmiLcrenan — 13 ad. ; tlie awakening commenced immodiately on tlie 
mlnialer's return after the meeting of Assembly. 

Knowhead — 8p. m.j 31 ad.; 1 Roman Catliolic. 

1st Letterkenny — 17 ad. ; 50 above average ; 1 Itoman CatJioSic. 

2d Letterkenny — 20 above average. 

Malln— 3p, m,; 25 ad.; persons awakened fVom 10 to ^ years; 6 Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Monreagh — 13 p. m,; 51 ad.; young ftmales and boys sometimes con- 
duct &mily worship ; 4 Roman Catholics. 

Hewtonconninghaja — 3 p.m.; 27 ad.; 50 above average. 

1st Eaphoe — 10 p. m. ; M ad. 

2d Ramelton — 33 ad.; upwards of 100 hopefblly awakened; the services 
conducted almost exclusively by ministers ; very few eases of physical 
prostj^tion. Almost all who had great joy passed subsequently through a 
state of mental darkness. The converted .chiefly among the young, 
especially members of the BiWe-cIaas; all who entertained good tope 
continue steadfast unto this day. 

3d Ramelton — 7p.m.; 18 ad. 

1st Bay — 8 ad. 

ad Ray — 24 ad.; 60 over average. 

Trenta— 8p. m.; the congregation not very largo ; 38 cases of eonvic- 
tion of sin, all hopel^d ; one remarkable, being that of an aged female, 
who for S3 years was never In a house of worship, and a great worldling. 
She continues to adorn her profession. 

CoinjTT MONAGHAN. 

1st Ballybay — 30 above average. The power of the Spirit most marked 
among the careless, the profane, and the intemperate ; yonng men known 
as "wild," have been turned from the error of their ways. The work 
most manifest amongst those whose ages range fi-om 15 to 20, also among 
the poor, and those lying beyond the influence of ordinances. One was at 
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public worship lately who had not been seen there for SO jears. ThoEB 
awalcened continue steadfast. 

2d Balijllay — 4 p. ra.; 8 ad.; 73 above avoragc; a very heneEcial 
change observable in the hatlta of the communityi 3 Roman Catholics. 

Broomfield~2p.ni.; 3 ad,; Hie communion dispensed when the revival 
movement had little more than commenced. 

Cahans — 0p. m.; 26 ad. 

Sd Caatleblayney — 10 p. m. ; 16 ad. ; 50 above averaj!;e. 

Camckmacross — 5 p. m.; 9 ad.; ao above average; family worship 
genera!; attendance on ordinances doubled; " incalcnlable good" efitecKd. 

let Contibret— -U ad.; now raie to see a person intoxicated. 

Corlea — 2p. m,; 15 ail. 

Derryvalley — 3 p. m.; 8 ad.; tie revival, though "young"hei'e, has 
accomplished a happy change. 

1st Drum — 3p.m.; 43 ad.; 2 Boman Catholics; the prayer-meetings 
often thronged to inconvenience in the rural diEti'icts. 

ad Drum— 20 p.m.; 84 ad.; 100 above average; i^mily worship ob- 
served by 40 families for one before ; 1 Eoman Catholic. 

Drumkeen — 5p. m.; 55 ad.; 4 Eoman Catholics, out of a number im- 
pressed, remain steadfast. 

GlennaQ~5p.m.; 16ad. 

Monaghan — 7 p.m.; 30 ad.; few prostrattons, and these the least prom- 
ishig, though some satisfactory. Several young men have already com- 
menced to stady for the ministry as the result here, and ai'e making great 
progress. 

Newbliss — 30 ad.; tippling at Mrs and markals given over to a lai'ge 
extent by Protestants. 

Smiihborough — 4p.m.; 15 ad.; 31) above average, 

Stonebridge — 4p. m,; 40 ad.; 100 above average. 

Cohntt Cavan. 

1st Bailiehorongh — 7 p, m.; 48 ad,; gread demand ibr reli^ona books, 
ad Bailieborongh — 7p.m,; 18 ad,; 40 above average. 
Ballyjameaduff — 3 p. m,; 17 ad,; attendance on public worship fourfbld. 
Ballasis — 6p. m.; 5 ad.; aO above average, 

Cavan — 3 p. m.; 4 ad.; greater increase in family worship than during 
last 8 yeu^. 
1st Cootehill — 3p.m.; 40 ad. 
adCootohill — SO ad.; 40 above average. 
Diumkeei'an — Bp.m.; 17 ad. 
Killesandra — great awakening in this district. 
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Shcrcodc — -whiEkey-dcinliing and accompan jing viKca Eioally decreased. 
Pettlgo,Coiintj' Fermanagh — 4p. 111.; 21 ad. 



The following statement, dated S6tli April 1860, by the Rev. Arcbllialil 
Robinson, witii respect to the iraportant district of Bi-ouglisliane, in 
Comity Antrim, although it came hite forinsertion in its praper place, is 
too valuable to l» omitted. It is the only paper whidi Mr. KoWtiboo has 
ever writWn on the sutiject, and in explanation of the delay of its tmnsrais- 
Bion the following will be regarded aa aufflclent:— "My time is almost 
wholly occupied with congregadonal work. You may liave some idea of 
this when I tell you that^ irreapecUve of other duties and labors, I have 
visited over six hundred families since the beginning of the present year. 
Besides, I have a IfeeUng, perhaps a wrong one, against writing or speak- 
ing decisively on the paiticuiars and details of the revival movement. I 
deem it wise to let the rongii and trying duties of life grate upon the new 
surface, and bring out the characters of men a little before we lift a note of 
triumph about thehr conversion. There can be little doubt that many have 
hadbntthe whito-hoat of religion, and have only endured for a season." 

After such a preamble, the nari'ative which follows will be perused with 
special ioierest : 

" The first case of awakening here was of a very pecniiar and Eolcmii 
kind. It was in ia38. It was that of a man who had been a dninkai-d. 
He was drunk the week belbre. In the middle of the night he awoke, and 
ronsed the family out of tlicii* beds; said he had had a di'eam; an angel 
came and told him w bo up and busy praying for mercy, for lie would die 
at one o'clock, or, if not at one, decidedly at four o'clock, nest day. Ho 
dressed, and gave himself up entii'dy to reading and prayer. People 
thought he was mad — in <kliriam tremens. He i-cfnsod all solicitations to 
Induce him to drink; went about, wringing his hands and entreating 
mercy, till about one o'clock; went to his bed, and died happy about fourl 

" It was not, however, till May 1839, just before the meeting of Synod, 
that we were visited with a most gradoua and abundant ontpourlng of the 
Hoiy Spirit. We had been praying for and expecting some such precious 
blessing, but were, notwitlistandlng, talten by surprise, so sudden, power- 
ftil, and extraordinary were the manifestations of the Spirit's presence 
Pei-Eons or every shade of temperament and cliaraeter were mysteriously 
affected, overpowered, prostrated, and made (o pour out the most thnlhng, 
agonizing cries for mercy. Most of those, thus iinpressed and awakened, 
found peace and comfort in a very sbort space of time, and then their 
countenances shone Willi a sweetness and glory beyond description Veiy 
many of them received a marvellons fluency and power of prayer A 
hatred of sin, a love for the Saviour, a zeal tbr His cause, an aftection for 
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one aiiotlior, «nd an ajixiety about perishing sinnors, took absolute poBses- 
Eion of thdr hearts, and literally ruled and governed their actions. For 
about six weeks, almost ail agricultuTal operations, and, indeed, every kind 
of secular employment,- Wei's stispended, no man beina; able to think of or 
attend to anything but the interests of his sonl. Night and day the sound 
of praise and prayer nevei- ceased to float upon the ah'. An ovorwholm- 
ing sense of awo and ten-or held In check the boldest siniiei's, while tbou- 
sands, who till now had lived ns if eternity were a priEstly fiction, seemed 
for the first time t« realize its ti'uth and pi-osence, and to fijcl as if the 
and of ail things was at hand. I should say about one thoaBand people 
nere suddenly, sensibly, and powerfully impressed and awakened. Folly 
one half of this number, if not more, have profited by tiieir experience, 
and are now as fair and hopeful cases of conversion as one conid well 
desire; whQe not less than five hundrod were silently, gradually, and 
ivlthont obBcrvation, bronglit, I may say, from death unto lift, or from a, 
state of stupor and coldness into a state of activity and warmth, and 
are now r^oicing in tbe peace that passeth understanding. Not less than 
twenty Roman Catholics came under the power of the truth, and were 
made to acknowledge the errors of the Church of Eome. Three of these 
were rebaptized, at their own urgent request, and nfterwaids admitted to 
the Lord's Supper. The others still attend the prayer-meetings, and now 
and again tiic public worship of the sanctuary. 

"In one district of countiy almost al! the matrons within an area of 
more than two miles wore graciously visited and converted in the most 
satisfiictory aud conclusive manner, if we can so speak about anothei'a 
conversion at all. These women have exercised a mighty Influence on 
their families and neighborhood ; and if one wishes to see the religion of 
the Cross in her loveliest ftatures, in the simplicity, Iwiliity, and power of 
primitive times, he has but to pay this district a visit, and see and hear for 
himself. I have no doulrt ho will return saying, as the Queen of Shebn, 
that the half has not been told him. 

" The gift of prayer bestowed on these matrons is beyond conception, 
and certainly it is not left to rust. They liave a prayer-meetiug of tlicir 
own, — none but females being admitted, — the exercises of whicii are 
praise, prayer, and reading the Scriptures without note or comment. This 
meeting has tended greatly to fan the flame of love in their own hearts, 
and iiindie it in others who come. We have many sacb female prayer- 
meetings, and I am satisfied of tbeir utiiity. 

"About the month of Aiignat the physical features of the revival, in 
a great measure, passed away ; bat we had abundant evidence that the 
work of the Lord was stiSi going on, more silently, hut as progressively 
as ever. The Holy Gbost, we rejoice to say, has not been as a wayfarln;!: 
man \vith lis. His gracious operations have not as yet ceased. From 
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time to time we have been constrained to note uiimiataltable signs of HIa 
presence itnd power. Seldom docs a week elapse withont some groping, 
hoping, praying soul finding Clirist, and pardon, and peace, in a way moco 
or less marked and viEible. Erequenay oui' piayor-meetinfts liave experi- 
enced a sudden, mystecioas, and ovei'powering impulse, swaying the whole 
assembly as one man, and leaving all weoping, praying, rea'oiting. Men 
iiave fait aa if the Lord had breathed npon them. They were first affected 
with awe and fear; then they were bathed in tears; thenfllled with love 
unspeakable. Snch a scene as this occurred about a month ago, in the 
midst of the ordlnaiy Bervioes of the Sabbath. 

"Teas and undofiled raligion has racaived a mighty impetus here by the 
lovivnl. Since May 1859, It has been progressing in the most satisflieCory 
and I'hcering manner. Never, in the experience of Uie oldest members of 
our church, were the spiritual interests of the people of this parish so fiir 
advanced and so promising. Without any tl!ar of esa^orafioii or disap- 
pointment, I may say we can count ti'tie and decided cases of convei'slon, 
not by tens, not hy fifiJos, bat by liundreds. The house of God is filled, 
Sabbath after Sabbath, by an overflowing congregation of anxious wor- 
shippers. Temporary seats occupy the passages, and these are ci'owdcd, 
and many are content to stand at the door during the whole service. The 
very countenances of tlie worsliippers declare the anxious and the Irnppy 
feelings they possess ; some seeming to say, ' Sir, we would see Jcpus ; ' and 
othci's, 'We have tasted, and are now come to drink; we have fbund Him 
whom our souls love, and He is indeed precious.' The tliirst of the 
young for Sabbath-school Instruction is intense and insatiable. Not leas 
than fouiteen hundred children attend, every Sabbath movning, desiring 
the sincere milk of the Word, while my own class avei'ages some eighty 
young men and women. We are reading the 'Confession of Fi^th,'ftnd 
have circulated through the congregation some two hundred and fifty 
copies of it, with about an equal number of ' Pattei'son's Shorter Cate- 
chism.' Social meetings for prayer, reading the Scriptures, and exhorta- 
tion, are held throughout the parish, each district having its own prayer- 
meeting, and each prayer-meeting its own staff of conductors. No per- 
son is allowed to engage in the services unless approved of by this bench 
of managers. These meetings are attended by the whole population, with 
very few exceptions;— -young and old, rich and poor. Episcopalian and 
Roman Catholic, taiting pleasure to listen to the simple pi'nyora and 
earnest exhortations of their Pi'esbyterian neighbors. The interest in 
tliem is still well sustained; and in the darkest, fiercest nights of winter, 
and now, hi the busiest days of seed-time, the nnmbev of those who meet 
together to thank and praise the Lord has not diminished. 

" Pcevions to 1859, the voice of family prayei' was seldom heard. Urgent 
appeals fVom the pulpit to erect a family allar were unheeded. Now, fam- 
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ily wofship is rather the rule tlian the exception. There is a mRrUed 
improvement In llie,pul)]ic morals of the eommunity. Men are aahamcd 
of doings that fonnBriy were consiilereil as things of course. Two poblto- 
lionses have been obliged to close. The owners of others have nssared me 
their trade is gone, and two more inljmated their intention not to renew 
the license. One of thorn said it was unsafe to himself and Injurious to 
others. A deceased publican told him, he said, 'that it was n cursed trade; 
tlintheknijwmiinyln It; and, with two exceptions, he never knew one but 
the devil got a hold of; and Ihese two had to give up and run, or he would 
have gotten them also.' Sabbath desecration, profane swearing, drunken- 
ness, nneleanness, unseemly strife, and such-like sins, are much abated 
and decreased, — not one instance tbr every five we had in previous yenrE, 
— while temperance, rneeknesB, brotherly kindness, a holyreverence.for the 
name of God, have started into new lifb, and are puttlufi; forth new vigor. 
Tho Bible is the book of constant study. Many cany it ahout witli tliein, 
and read it by the way-side, or at liitervBis in their labor, and refer to it tor 
the settlement of every disputed point. Two of our National School-houses 
have been enlarged, in order to make tliom capable of accommodating 
the prayer-meetings, and we have subscribed about ^530 for a new church. 

" It has been said tliat God employed lay agency as the inatinmeninlity 
for intrododng tho rovival; and some, assuming; this as a fkct, have attrib- 
uted much, if not all, of this movement to the heated atmosphere and 
the exciting' addresses and prayeiB of revival meetings. In opposition to nil 
this, I can testily that on one evening, In three distinct localities, miles sep- 
arated Itorn one another, and by three distinct methodsof operation, the re- 
tlg^ions awakening of 1S39 manifested itself among as, and but one of tliese 
had any connection at all with revival speakers or meetings ; while weeks 
and months previous to this, before lay agency was hoard of, eitlier here 
or elsewhere, there wore three instances of, awakening as extraordinary, 
serious, and hopeful, as any that have since been noticed that I am aware 
of The history of these is interesting, but too tadioas to relate. 

" It has been said that lay agency has done more harm than good In the 
successful promotion of revival work. My experience is the reverse. I 
have seen inilisputabie pi'oof that the Lord greatly honored and blessed 
the zealous self-denying efforts of the Christian people. He touched their 
hearts, opened their months, and then rewarded their lahoi's. Here they 
were most useful auxllinriea to the ministiy, and through their aid an 
amount of work has been undertaken which no half-dozen ministers could 
have pecfonned. These yonng men deserve the highest praise, and I bear 
this testimony, that I have seen literally nothing of that overweening con- 
ceit and spiritual pride, so natural, and so much feai'ed by some good men. 

" It was said tlio church would be Inundated by a very deluge of here- 
sies, ns the fVnlE of such promiscuous and uneducated exhortation. X 
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know of no place where eKliortation by noeducated men (but men with 
warm, glowing hearts, who had received the truth. In the love of it, wlio 
were fresh fi-om the agonies of conviction, and, in many cases, from the 
throes of the new birth) was more encooraged and practised than here, and 
yet we have been troubled with no heresies ; but are much more conTeiBant 
with the Bible, much more orthodox and Caivinistic, than ever wa were." . 

Now for a few fliota : 

"On the lath of July, the Orangemen of the district aslted me to preach 
them a sermon. Almnt four thousind aaserablod, in the open ah', withoat 
bent of drum. Or any inHiftnia of thpii order; and, after eneaglng in re- 
- ligions exercises, returned peaceably to theh- homes ; no diink and no dis- 
order appearing among them On the Bronglishane Jane fair-day, a barn! 
of strolling plajors, as nsnal, made their appearance; a pniyer-meeting was 
Immediately convened opposite then showy platform. The players had 
bat two visitors, in the person' of two Roman Catholic policemen. Tiie 
bnsiness of the fiiir was Bummed np hi a prayer-meeting of not less than 
five thousand people 

"I saw a young guf, in great distress about her soul, weeping bitterly; 
her mother stood by, and said, 'Oh, dear, why do you take on so?' The 
girl threw the shawl fVom her shoulders, dng her long bony fingers into 
the flesh of her naked bOEOm, and cried ont, with bated breath, ' It 's sin, 
Bin,sin! cnrsed Bin, here ! ' The mother: 'Oh, no; you were alwaya a good 
girl,' — 'Mothei-,' said the gill, 'don't talk that way to mol I'm tempted 
sorely enough to think I'm not so bod; but oh, I am had — very bad t Oh 
dear me, what a great sinner I am ! Lord Jesus, have mei'cy on a poor, 
wicked, guilty wretch 1 ' A young woman was forbade by lior employer — 
s, minister of the Church of England — to go to the prayer-meeting, hut, 
if she was very anxious, she might go down the back way and listen to 
what was said, through the wall of the churchyard, when the meeting was 
held. That night she was awakened, and fbund peace. Next day the 
mjnisler rebuked her, saying, 'How's this? Did I not command yon not 
to go there ? ' She replied, ' Tes, sir; but yon said I might go down the 
back way; and God found me by the back way, as well as if Iliad gone by 
the fVont wi^ I ' 

" A lady remoi'ked, that she thought the presence of the I,.ord was very 
near to her; she almost ffeit as if God was in the air beside her. A man, 
at the close of one of our prayer-meetings, asked ns to remember a poor 
stranger from Dnngannon who was in the midst of lis, and anxious about 
his soul. Next night he came hack, and (old us that be came to see the 
work of the Lord, and had found the Lord Himself; ' and this,' sidd he, 
' was the way I found Him ; I wont up to my own little room, and took my 
Bihle, and then went down on my knees, and prayed ovei-whatl had I'ead; 
and then read again, and then at-ain prayed; and this is what I said in my 
3<J» 
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prayer: Thoa art a great GocL and I'm a poor einnor. I would come to 
Thtc, but I hayo no offering to hrlng, no sacrifice to present, and Thoii 
wilt not accept mo without a sacrifice. Lord Jesus, Tlion hast a sacri- 
fice. Thou hast offered Thyself a sacriflce. Oh, present Thyself before the 
Father for me, and take me by the hand and lead me to Him, and make 
peace between us by the blootl of Tliy cross ! And then.' said he, ' I Mt 
a movement in my soul, and tho Saviour came and took me near, and I 
found there was peace between ma and my Fatlier ; and now I 'm so happy !' 

" A young man was passing along the way one day, and beard voices 
on the ofliereide of the dike. He looked and liRtened; three children were 
there, and one was in the exercise, of prayer. When one finished, another 
b(^n. The third hoy said he could not pray, and, when urged, burst into 
tears. His two companions formed his bands together, and said, ' Pray, 
moil 1 Tiy it, if it be only the publican's prayer! Say, God be merciful to 
me a sinner, and that will do.' The boy repealed the words, when one of 
the others said, ' There now! maybe thatwas the best prayer of the three I' 

" A sodal tea-party met one night in a farmer's house. His wife, a 
very zealous Christian, felt that one of tho guests had not right feelings 
about his precious soul. Something said to her she must not let this man 
away vrithout faithfttlly warning him to seek the Lord, She retired to her 
closet, and Inqaired of God what He would have her to do; bnt no plan 
was snggestBd to her. There was family worship; she felt the prayer was 
cold, and not sulficiently pointed to warn her ftiend, about whom she was 
BO suddenly interested. Jtist as they were al! rising up troia their knees, 
she could reslrain her anxious tteelings no longer, and, Uiough contrary to 
her notions of Ifemale delicacy and dnty, sho burst forth in the most oar- 
nest and impassioned supplications, throwing out such warnings and 
imploring such mercy for the careless, thoughtless ones of the nambor, 
as not only relieved her own breast of a burden, but sent a thrill to the 
heart of him for whom she felt so strongly. 

" A poor man, after finding peace, said, 'Yesterday I was a poor, lone, 
desolate, friendless ereatni-e, caring for no one, and no one caring for me; 
without father or mother, honse or friend; this day I am tioh imd happy, 
and would not exchange places with the queen on the throne; for God is 
my Father, Christ Jesus is my Brother and Master, Heaven is ray home, 
and all God's people are my fiiends." 
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The following communication, toucliing Professor Gibson's " YeaI! op 
Grace " In Ii'dand, 1859, fi'om the coircspoiident of tlis " JTsto Yoric 
Obscmer," will be read wliii Interest. 

BELrAST, Mat 6, ISflO. 

Mesai-s. Editors: — lYoor Dublin correspondent renuulcod, in a recant 
nnmber of your journal, that (ho histoij of the Irish Revival had never 
been written. I am hnppy to inform yon that this Kfeat re m 

ment has at length found a historiim in the person of the K P 
Gibson, of the PreBbyteriaii College, Belfast, — the gentlem lc 

pies tliiii year Hie honorable position of Moderator iu the Ii G 
Assembiy, and who enjoyed the prkfiege of viflltiug h m ca 
churches. In conjunction with the Rev. W, McClnre, o Derr 
elfthteeii months ago. The work, which will be published imnlta eou. 
In America and in Englanfl, is ontitiod 'The Teai ot &v ce H 
of tliB Ulster Revival of 1839. By the Rov William Gibs P 
of Christian Kthics, and Moderator of the General As m h 

Presbyterian Church In Ireland." The Ameiican publishers re & m 
Gould & Lincoln, of Boston; the Scotch, the Llliotts of Ed lu 
the English, Hamilton, Adams & Co., of London The b be n 

the hands of the public in a week or two 

Theidea of writingafonnal history of the Reiival movem g ed 

in the following way ; An application was made on behal b B 
publishers, through a literary friend residing in Scotland, h m 

thing prepared ibr the American public; not in the shape o arr 
sketchiOrpamphlot [of which great numbers had already appeared m this 
country), but In the form of an ^borate fastory, which would treat tlie sub- 
ject in the apWt of a Christian philosophy, and at the same time supply 
eveiytJiing that was needed in the shape of original and trostwortliy narra- 
tive. Proftssor Gibson was the gentloman to whom the application was 
made, and I have no hesitation In saying that the worit could not havo 
been commlHed to more competent and judicious hands. 1 quesUon mncii 
whether any otlier minister of the General Assembly could have gained 
access to such a mass of original Information as his boot sHpplies i for, 
besides being Moderator for the present year, he is a gentleman of great 
pei'Bonal influenca in the church, highly esteemed for his talents, eloquence, 
and piety. 

I have had an opportunity of knowing something of the mode In which 
the Professor has got up his boolt. He addressed a circular, in the first 
instance, to every minister of the General Assembly Into whose hounds 
the Revival had reached; and, as tlie result of snch general correspond' 
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etice, he obtained about three humlred coiamanioalions, full of most 
Important informafion, as to the rise, progL'ees, and results of the Revival 
in ever)' part of Ulster. The mass of infocniation was so groat, and the 
etatistics so multitudinous, that it required the work of months to reduce 
tiioni to order and historical form. I understand lliat, in many instances, 
tlio author has allowed the brethren to narrate the work for themselves! 
but, lest tlie contionitj of the history mijrht be broken, he has, most 
judiciously I believe, transferred to liia appendix an Immense mass of 
condensed narrative, and of congregational sta.tistic3, arranjjed in the 
tabular form. This is the more valuable, as we on this side the Atlantic 
have not yet adopted the American- sy stem of congregational returns. 

The boolt is divided into twenty chapters. The author commences by 
Hiving us a view of " Ulster, the scene of the awakening; " and takes 
occasion to refer to the early plantation of Ulster in Che time of ELing 
James, and to the great awakening that took place immediately after that 
Important event, under the ministry of Blair, Livinsaton, and Cunning- 
ham. Coming up to modern times, he takes a rapid review of the Pres- 
byterlnn Church during the last quarter of a century, which has seen n 
remarkable development of spiritual eamestneas and activity, — the prep- 
aracion-wor)[, in fact, of the great Revival which has changed the whole 
spiritual aspect of the evangelical churches of Ulster. The author tbuu 
gives the history of Connor, the birthplace of the Eevival; the develop- 
ment of Che work in County Antrim, Including the capital of Ulster, iiel- 
fiist; its spread to other counties; the interesting proceedings of the " Re- 
vival" Genera! Assembly, as it is called, which met in Duhlin last year; 
the effect of the movement upon Orange processions and party spirit; tUe 
conversions of Roman Catholics, specitjing, I believe, three or font hun- 
dred genuine cases out of the returns he had received iVom about as many 
Preabnterian congregations ; some interesting statistics of the work amongst 
the Episcopal chorehes, furnished by the lAjrd Bishop of Down and Con- 
nor; and many other things, of which I cao give yon no account. I may 
mention, as a somewhat interesting fact, that the returns of about three 
hundred congregations show an increase in the membership of the Pres- 
byterian Church of at least deven thousand persons. Of course this vast 
Increase celfers to the PreBbyteria,n body alone. Other communions, I 
believe, have been similarly blessed. 

I believe that the most elaborate chapter In Professor Gibson's work 
Is on the " Pathological Affections of (he Revival; " in which he discusses 
the " physical manifestations" with great judiciousness and ability. The 
view he takes of these extraordinary phenomena is substantially similar 
to that of Dr. Hodge, of Princeton, in some of his publications in regard 
to the external concomitants of the work In America. 

It la unnecessary for me to say more. I believe that "the teak of 
qbace" will be an acceptable work for the American churches, and I 
trust it may be the means of offecthig much good on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

T. C. 
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